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and trust, thereby strengthening the soul of democracy



Jll MANN KI BAAT | 1291 Episode (December 28, 2025) L 8

Resolve For A Viksit Bharat’
Will Surely Be Fulfilled

The radio programme ‘Mann Ki Baat’, broadcast on the last Sunday of every month, provides a
valuable opportunity to discuss important issues related to the welfare of society with countrymen.
Filled with new energy, new themes, and countless inspiring stories, ‘Mann Ki Baat’ connects the
people of the country. On December 28, the 129th episode of this programme was aired, in which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi discussed the achievements of 2025. He also said, “In 2026, the
country is ready to move forward with new hopes and new resolutions...”

m A source of pride for Indians: The year 2025 gave reached hundreds of houses. Today, under the ‘PM

us many moments that made every Indian proud.
From national security to the sports field, from science
laboratories to the world's biggest stages, India left its
strong mark everywhere.

Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana’, the government is
providing approximately 75,000 to 80,000 rupees to
each beneficiary family for installing solar panels.

Operation Sindoor: This year, ‘Operation Sindoot’
became a symbol of pride for every Indian. The world
clearly saw that today’s India does not compromise on
its security. During ‘Operation Sindoor’, images of love
and devotion towards Maa Bharati was witnessed from
every corner of the country.

Kashi Tamil Sangamam: This year, dutring the ‘Kashi
Tamil Sangamam’ in Varanasi, special emphasis was
placed on learning Tamil. Under the theme of ‘Learn
Tamil — Tamil Karakalam’, special campaigns were also
run in more than 50 schools in Varanasi.

Antibiotics: The ICMR (Indian Council of Medical
Research) recently released a report. It states that
antibiotics are proving ineffective against many diseases
like pneumonia and UTI. A major reason for this is
people’s indiscriminate use of antibiotics. It should be
used only on the doctor’s advice.

Parvati Giri: Freedom fighter Parvati Giri's birth
centenary will be celebrated in January 2026 in Odisha.
She participated in the Quit India Movement at the age
of 16. Parvati Giri ji dedicated her life to social service
and tribal welfare. She established several orphanages.
Her inspiring life will continue to guide every generation.

Youth Power: Today the world is looking at India with
great hope. The biggest reason for hope in India is our
youth power. Our achievements in the field of science,
new innovations, and the expansion of technology have
greatly impressed countries around the world.

Lace Craft: The lace craft of Narasapuram district in
Andhra Pradesh is gaining popularity across the country.
The Andhra Pradesh government and NABARD are
jointly teaching artisans new designs, providing better
skill training, and connecting them with new markets.

Smart India Hackathon: Today the youth in the
country are getting new opportunities to showcase

their talent. Many platforms are being developed where
youth can showcase their talent as per their abilities and
interests. One such platform is ‘Smart India Hackathon’,
another medium where ideas are turned into action.

Kutch Ranotsav: This year, the Kutch Ranotsav will
continue until the 20th of February. The diverse folk
culture, folk music, dance, and handicrafts of Kutch are
on display here. Witnessing the grandeur of the White
Rann of Kutch is a delightful experience in itself.

Solar Panel: Manipur, where Moirangthem Seth lived,
had a major electricity problem. So, Moirangthem
started a campaign to install solar panels, and on
account of this campaign, today solar power has

Viksit Bharat: Every month, I receive many such
messages in which people share their vision for a
‘Viksit Bharat’. Seeing the suggestions from people
and their efforts in this direction, this belief gets
strengthened, and when all these messages reach me,
the resolution of a “Viksit Bharat’ will definitely be
fulfilled. This belief grows stronger day by day.

Scan the QR code to listen to the
Sull “Mann Ki Baat” episode.
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India is not only the wotld’s largest
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of the electoral rolls from time to
time or making the electoral system
more effective through policies,
initiatives, and modern technology is
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Greetings,

When the Constitution of India was being adopted,
Babasaheb Ambedkar, in his historic address to the
Constituent Assembly, explained how the democrat-
ic process had existed in India since ancient times.
It is a matter of pride for the 1.4 billion citizens of
this country that our democracy is not only one of
the oldest in the world but also the largest, most
diverse, youngest, inclusive, and sensitive democra-
cy globally. This aspect of our democracy is visible in
our elections. The Election Commission of India has
the constitutional responsibility of conducting free
and fair elections in the country, which it has ful-
filled successfully over its more than seven-decade
journey. Its significance can be gauged from the
fact that the Election Commission was established
just one day before India was declared a Republic.
At that time, Dr. Ambedkar considered the right to
vote paramount.

Voting is the most sacred act in any democracy,
as it determines the future of the nation. Therefore,
it is essential that the electoral process is improved
periodically, and the voter list is also regularly
updated and purified.

In its 76-year journey, the Election Commission
of India has played a key role in implementing sig-
nificant reforms, streamlining the system through
the use of technology, and raising public awareness
about voting. This is why many countries around the
world are now learning from India’s electoral system
and management. India’s democracy is setting new
standards for the global community. In this journey,
Indian voters and the Election Commission are
establishing new benchmarks of participation and
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excellence. The Election Commission of India is an
institution that takes impartial decisions, remaining
fearless. Our Election Commission is an institution
that safeguards democracy.

This January 25th, National Voters' Day, coincides
with a special occasion: India has assumed the
chairship of the Council of Member States of the
International Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (International IDEA). This is a significant
achievement. Under this backdrop, the journey of
the Election Commission of India is featured as the
cover story of this issue.

Also, read about Munishwar Chandra Dawar, the
savior of poor patients in the personality section.
SHANTI Bill-2025 related to nuclear energy; the
Viksit Bharat—Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika
Mission (Gramin) (VB—G RAM G) Bill, 2025; a tribute
to the great sculptor Ram Vanji Sutar and Union
Cabinet Decisions are other highlights. Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi's article on how 2025 became
a year of reforms; and his fortnightly programs,
including the inauguration of the Rashtra Prerna
Sthal are also part of this issue.

The inside page features “Mann Ki Baat,” while
the back cover includes special content on the
declaration of Siliserh Lake in Alwar, Rajasthan,
and Kopra Jalashay near Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh, as
Ramsar Sites.

Please continue to send us your suggestions.

—
(Dhirendra Ojha)

Read/Download the magazine available in Hindi, English and 11 other languages.



| follow it digitally and read every
article with attention

My name is Ramu Verma. I have done my MA
in Journalism and Mass Communication. I am
following New India Samachar digitally. I read
every article carefully. I find it quite outstanding;
It keeps me very updated.

bjpramu27@gmail.com

With rapid progress in women's
empowerment, the country is
becoming self-reliant

It is a matter of pride for Indians that the central
government is doing a lot of work towards
energy, health, innovation, and structural
reforms. This is making the country self-reliant.
Rapid progress is being made in national security
and women’s empowerment. The country is
moving forward with the resolve to become a
developed nation by 2047. Thank you to New
India News magazine for providing updates
every fortnightly.

bhagwan.sel@gmail.com

Communication Address : Room No-1077,
Soochna Bhawan, CGO Complex, New Delhi
-110003. E-Mail: response-nis@pib.gov.in

Very reliable information is
available

I regularly receive the New India
Samachar magazine. The New India
Samachar magazine provides very
accurate information that is not available
from any other source. The New India
Samachar magazine is useful for students
preparing for competitive exams. This
magazine is also very well designed.

-Sanjay Malviya
akhiri.aghat@gmail.com

Magazine covers every aspect of
the Government's schemes

My name is Kumar Chellappan. I

live in Kerala, and I am a journalist.

I'am a regular reader of New India
Samachar. This magazine contains all the
information about the Government of
India’s schemes. It also renews confidence
in India’s progress. This magazine
provides multi-faceted informative
content that enhances our knowledge.

kumarchellappan@gmail.com

Keep me abreast of Central
Government projects and
schemes

I am working as a Public Prosecutor

at the National Investigation Agency,
Kochi. I have been reading the New
India Samachar magazine for a long time.
Through this magazine, I stay updated
about the Central Government’s projects
and schemes.

advsreenaths@gmail.com

Scan the QR code to listen to New
India Samachar on All India Radio
FM Gold every Saturday-Sunday
from 3:10 PM to 3:25 PM.
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India Post Unveils First Revamped Gen Z Post Office

The image of post offices in India is undergoing a complete transformation. The GenZ

Post Office is a prime example of this change, where postal services have become a vibrant
and engaging experience for young people. Here, students can not only avail of services like
letters, parcels, and speed post, but also stay connected to the digital world through free Wi-Fi
and QR code-based booking, With its cafe-style interior, QR code payments, and modern
amenities, India Post is adapting to the new era by understanding the language and needs of
young people through the GenZ Post Office.

The government has initiated a project to open modern, Gen Z-themed post offices on
college campuses across the country. The first such post office has opened at II'T Delhi,
offering students Wi-Fi, QR code-based booking, graffiti art, and smart services. This
initiative is connecting young people with postal services in a new and exciting way. These
new post offices, equipped with modern facilities, have already opened at institutions like
Delhi University, II'T Gandhinagar, and AIIMS-Vijayput. Soon, 46 more college campuses will
have such post offices that seamlessly blend tradition and technology.

Red Roads, Green Intent: India’s First Table-Top Red Marking

With the rapid expansion of the highway network in India,
the National Highways Authority of India (NHALI), under the
guidance of the Ministry of Road Transport and Highways, is
redefining infrastructure development. The safety initiative of
‘Table-Top Red Marking’ on 25 dedicated animal underpasses
along a nearly 12-kilometre stretch of National Highway-45,
which passes through the sensitive forest and ghat area of

the Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh,
demonstrates how road engineering can strike a balance
between human safety, wildlife conservation, and ecological
preservation without compromising on any aspect. With this
initiative by NHALI, this section of NH-45 has become the
country’s first wildlife-safe highway.

Inspired by Dubai’s Sheikh Zayed Road, NHALI has
implemented India’s first “Table-Top Red Marking’ on a
national highway. A 5 mm thick, hot-applied thermoplastic
red surface layer has been laid on the road in designated
hazard zones. The bright red colour immediately alerts
drivers that they are entering a speed-restricted and wildlife-
sensitive corridor. The slightly raised surface provides a subtle
tactile and auditory cue, encouraging drivers to naturally
reduce their speed without causing discomfort or requiring
sudden braking.

NEW INDIA SAMACHAR | | January 16-31, 2026



A Major Achievement...
The Heaviest Ever
Satellite Launched

The successful launch of LVM3-M6 is a major
achievement in India’s space programme. The LVM3-
Mo6-Bluebird Block-2 is a commercial mission. It
successfully placed the heaviest satellite ever launched
from Indian soil — the American ‘Blue Bird Block-2’
communication satellite — into Low Earth Orbit. This
satellite is part of the new generation of Bluebird
Block-2 satellites and can provide mobile broadband
service directly to regular mobile phones from space.
The Indian launch vehicle has a total weight of
approximately 640 tonnes and a height of 43.5 metres.
It is capable of carrying a payload of up to 4,200 kg to
Geostationary Transfer Orbit. This was the sixth flight
of the LVM3. In previous missions, the LVM3 has
successfully launched Chandrayaan-2, Chandrayaan-3,
and two OneWeb missions.

Following the successful launch, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi tweeted, “The successful launch of
LVM3-MG6 is a moment of pride in India’s space
journey. It successfully placed the heaviest satellite ever
launched from Indian soil — America’s Bluebird Block-2
— into its designated orbit. This strengthens India’s
heavy-lift capability and further enhances our role in
the global commercial launch matket. This achievement
also reflects our efforts towards an Aatmanirbhar
Bharat. Heartiest congratulations to our hard-working
space scientists and engineers. India is continuously
scaling new heights in the field of space.

50th Meeting of ‘PRAGATT

PRAGATI Accelerates
Projects Worth 385

Lakh Cror

India has witnessed a transformation in
the culture of governance over the last
decade. When decisions are taken on time,
coordination is effective, and accountability
is fixed, the pace of government functioning
naturally increases. This impact is directly
visible in the lives of the citizens.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

The new India no longer delays or derails projects
but completes them ahead of schedule. In this
regard, on December 31, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi chaired the 50th meeting of PRAGATI, the
ICT-enabled multi-modal platform for proactive
governance and timely implementation. The
meeting reviewed five crucial infrastructure projects
spread across five states, with a total cost exceeding
40,000 crote. Over the past decade, the PRAGATI
ecosystem has helped accelerate projects worth
more than I 85 lakh crore. Since its inception in
2014, PRAGATT has reviewed 377 projects. Of

the 3,162 identified issues in these projects, 2,958
(94%) have been resolved, significantly reducing
delays, cost overruns, and coordination failures.

On its importance PM Modi said that as India
moves forward rapidly, the relevance of PRAGATI
has increased even further. PRAGATI is essential
to maintain the pace of reforms and ensure
implementation. PM Modi stated that the PM-
SHRI scheme should become the national standard
for holistic and future-ready school education. Its
implementation should be outcome-orientated,

not infrastructure-centric. He requested all chief
secretaries to closely monitor the PM-SHRI scheme.
For the next phase of PRAGATI, PM Modi gave
the mantra: “Reform to simplify, Perform to delivet,
Transform to impact.” @

January 16-31, 2026 | | NEW INDIA SAMACHAR
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THE YEAR OF REFORMS

India, moving forward towards fulfilling its resolve to become a developed
nation, added a new milestone in 2025. The year 2025 witnessed cultural
resurgence, a new impetus to the economy, progress in agriculture, women's
empowerment, upliftment of the poor and youth, advancements in science,
maritime development, internal security, and a new recognition at the global
stage. In 2025, development became the legacy, and nation-building the
guiding principle. Following 11 years of continuous development, 2025 was
also marked by significant reforms. Prime Minister Narendra Modi shared a
LinkedIn post highlighting the achievements of the year...

i NEW INDIA SAMACHAR | | January 16-31, 2026
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ndia has emerged as
the centre of global
attention. This is due to

the innovative zeal of uELCDHEm
our people. Today, the =

world sees India with — 8 MISTY 4. FHIHﬂEUHITEH ’
hope and confidence. They m| ‘.“'::;‘M:::ﬁ;k:%?f
appreciate the manner in - .

which the pace of progress

has been accelerated with
next-generation reforms,

which are cross-sectoral and
amplify the nation's growth

3%

GST reform

potential.
I h b telli
Iave theetn T Idng mzny | B A clean two-slab structure of 5%
peopie a ndia as and 18% has been implemented.
boarded the Reform Express.
The primary engine of this ® The burden has been eased on
Reform Express is India’s househF)lds, MSMES, farmers and Unpara"eled
demography, our young gen- labour-intensive sectors. relief for the
eration and the indomitable ® The purpose is to ensure dispute middle class
iri reduction and better compliance.
spirit of O".Jr people. e . compTanc m In a first, individuals
2025 will be remembered m This reform has boosted consumer earning up to Rs. 12
as a year for India when it sentiment and demand. Sales have lakh a year faced no
focused on reforms as a grown in the festive season. income tax at all.

continuous national mission,

building on the ground m Obsolete Income-tax

covered over the past 11 Boost to small and Act Ofé%l has been
= = 1 ith th
years. We  modernised medium businesses zg;ecfn ::d Sim;e
institutions, simplified gover- m Definition of “small companies” has Income Tax Act, 2025.
nance, a nd strengthened the been expanded to include firms with m Tosether. these reforms
foundations for long-term, turnovers up to Rs. 100 crore. ma%k In cfia’s move
inclusive growth. . .
. m Compliance burdens and associated towards a transparent,
We moved ahead deci-

) ) ] o costs for thousands of companies will technology-driven tax

sively...with higher ambition, get reduced. A

faster execution and deeper

transformation. The reforms 100% FDI Insurance reform
have been about enabling

citizens to live with dignity, g cbo E m 100% FDI permitted in Indian insurance
entrepreneurs to innovate COMPARIES.

with confidence and institu- m m This will give a fillip to insurance

tions to function with clarity penetration and security for the people.
and trust. F D I ® Apart from enhanced competition, it
Let me cite a few examples would offer bettet insurance choices and
of the reforms undertaken. improved service delivery for the people.

January 16-31, 2026 | | NEW INDIA SAMACHAR
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SECURITIES MARKET REFORM:

m Securities Market Code Bill has been introduced
in Parliament. It will enhance governance norms
in SEBI, also enhance investor protection, reduce
compliance burden and enable a technology-driv-
en securities market for a Viksit Bharat.

m Reforms will ensure savings thanks to reduced
compliances and other overheads.

JAN VISHWAS...ENDING THE ERA OF

CRIMINALISATION:

m Hundreds of outdated laws have been scrapped.

m 71 Acts have been repealed through the Repeal-
ing and Amendment Bill, 2025.

BOOSTING EASE OF DOING BUSINESS:

m A total of 22 QCOs were revoked across synthetic
fibres, yarns, plastics, polymers, and base metals,
while 53 QCOs were suspended in various steel,
engineered, electrical, alloy, and consumer end
product categories, covering a broad spectrum of
industrial and consumer materials.

m This will increase India's share of apparel exports;
lower production costs in diverse industries like
footwear, automobiles; ensure lower prices for
domestic consumers for electronics, bicycles and
automotive products.

i NEW INDIA SAMACHAR | | January 16-31, 2026

Maritime and Blue

Economy Reforms

m In a single Parliament session, the
Monsoon Session, five landmark
maritime legislations were passed: the
Bills of Lading Act, 2025; the Carriage
of Goods by Sea Bill, 2025; the Coastal
Shipping Bill, 2025; the Merchant
Shipping Bill, 2025; and the Indian
Ports Bill, 2025.

m These reforms simplify documentation,
make dispute resolution easier and
reduce logistics costs.

m Outdated Acts dating back to 1908,
1925 and 1958 have also been replaced.

HISTORIC LABOUR REFORMS:

m Labour laws have been reshaped, merging 29
fragmented laws into four modern codes.

m India has created a labour framework that
secures the interests of workers while boosting
the business ecosystem.

m The reforms focus on fair wages, timely payment
of wages, smoother industrial relations, social
security and safer workplaces.

m They ensure greater female participation in the
workforce.

m Unorganised workers including contract workers
are brought under the ESIC and EPFO expanding
the coverage of formal workforce.

DIVERSIFIED AND EXPANDED MARKETS

FOR INDIAN PRODUCTS:

m Trade deals inked with New Zealand, Oman and
Britain. These will add to investments, boost job
creation and also encourage local entrepreneurs.
They reinforce India’s position as a trusted and
competitive partner in the global economy.

m The FTA with the European Free Trade Associ-
ation, comprising Switzerland, Norway, Iceland
and Liechtenstein, has been operationalised. This
marks India’s first FTA with developed European
economies.



Nuclear Energy Reforms

m The SHANTI Act is a transformational step in
India’s clean-energy and technology journey.

m Ensures a strong framework for the safe, secure
and responsible expansion of nuclear science and
technology.

m Enables India to meet the tising energy demands
of the Al era, like powering data centres, advanced
manufacturing, green hydrogen and high-technology
industries.

m Promotes the peaceful application of nuclear
technologies in healthcare, agriculture, food
security, water management, industry, research and
environmental sustainability, supporting inclusive
growth and improved quality of life.

m Opens new pathways for private sector participation,
innovation and skill development. Creates
opportunities for India’s youth to lead in frontier
technologies and next-generation energy solutions.

m This is an opportune moment for investors,
innovators and institutions to partner with India,
to invest, innovate and build a clean, resilient and
future-ready energy ecosystem.

prrs Article | SPECIAL [

A Landmark reform in Rural
Employment guarantee

m Viksit Bharat- G RAM G Act, 2025 Rozgar
Guarantee framework raises employment guarantee
from 100 to 125 days.

m This will result in increased spending towards
strengthening village infrastructure and livelihoods.

m The aim is to turn rural work into a means to
ensure higher incomes and better assets.

Education Reforms

m Bill has been introduced in Parliament.

m Single, unified higher education regulator will be
established.

m Multiple overlapping bodies like the UGC, AICTE,
NCTE will be replaced with the Viksit Bharat
Shiksha Adhishthan.

m Institutional autonomy will be strengthened, with
innovation and research boosted.

What makes the reforms of 2025 significant is not
only their dimension but also their underlying philoso-
phy. Our Government has prioritised collaboration over
control and facilitation over regulation in the true spirit
of a modern democracy.

These reforms were designed with empathy,
recognising the realities of small businesses, young
professionals, farmers, workers and the middle class.
They were shaped by consultation, guided by data and
anchored in India's constitutional values. They add mo-
mentum to our decade-long efforts to move away from

a control-based economy to one that operates within a
framework of trust, keeping the citizen at its core.
These reforms are aimed towards building a prosper-
ous and self-reliant India. Building a Viksit Bharat is the
polestar of our development trajectory. We will contin-
ue pursuing the reform agenda in the coming years.
| urge everyone in India and abroad to deepen their
bond with the India growth story.
Keep trusting India and investing in our people! @

Scan the OR code to read

the Prime Minister’s article.
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COVER STORY

National Voters' Day Special

KOO OO OO OO

India is the world’s largest and most vibrant democracy. Ina
democracy, the people’s mandate is supreme, which is fostered by
citizens’ right to vote. India is not only the world’s largest democracy
but also most vibrant. In a democracy, the mandate of the people
is paramount, and this mandate is determined by the citizens’ right
to vote. In this backdrop, the purifcation of the electoral rolls from
time to time or making the electoral system more efective through
policies, initiatives, and modern technology is a continuous process of
empowering and enriching democracy through electoral reforms. The
eforts of the past decades have made democracy stronger and more
prosperous. Now, as the nation moves towards realizing the vision of
a Viksit Bharat, the principle of ‘One Person, One Vote, One Value,” as
articulated by Babasaheb Ambedkar in the Constituent Assembly, forms
the basis of present and future reforms...

As the country celebrates its 16th National Voters’ Day on
January 25th, the year 2026 brings another moment of pride
for India. This year, India has assumed the chairmanship of
the Council of Member States of the International Institute
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International IDEA).
On this occasion, let us explore how the power of technology
has empowered the people and made India’s voting process
seamless, efective, and modern.

SOOI
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO0
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National Voters' Day Special -

Democracy

n India, elections are not only confined to the political

process and government formation but are celebrat- Increasing Participation
ed as a grand festival of democracy, a true people’s of Women in Indian
celebration. India, the land of the world's largest Democracy

democracy - the mother of democracy - is celebrating

its 16th National Voters' Day on January 25th this year. This Nugnbgeofl Hema SRS

year's National Voters' Day is special. India has assumed Year of Number of
the chairmanship of the Council of Member States of Election Female Voters
the International Institute for Democracy and Electoral 1952 y
Assistance (International IDEA). A special campaign for the
purification of the electoral rolls is underway in India after 1957 3208
two decades. A special discussion on electoral reforms was 1962 .
held in Parliament, the temple of democracy. Most impor- 1967 z
tantly, the country has embarked on the path to becoming 1971 13.06+
a Viksit Bharat by its 100th year of independence, and the
Election Commission of India is playing a crucial role in 977 1l
enriching this journey of democracy. 1980 17.06+
Crores of people in the country exercise their electoral 1984-85 19.23+
suffrage to eIecF their represen.ta.tlves. This is the true spirit 1989 23.68+
of a democratic republic. This is the cornerstone upon
which the magnificent structure of Indian democracy is el =
built. After independence, India adopted parliamentary 1996 28.27+
democracy as its system of governance. In this system, 1998 28.91+
representatives are elected through universal adult sjuf- 1999 29,57+ B
frage. The framers of the Constitution attached a lot of im- 5
portance to the Election Commission, which is self-evident 2004 32.19+ §
in its establishment. The Constitution of India came into 2009 34.22+ §\0
effect on January 26, 1950, and the Election Commission 2014 39.70+ 3
came into existence a day earlier, on January 25, 1950. <
. . . 2019 43.85+
The Election Commission was established a day before
the country became a republic because the framers of the 2024 SO

Constitution knew that a vibrant democracy is only pos-
sible with a fair and robust electoral system. There is no
doubt that the Election Commission was a very important
institution for the framers of the Constitution. Article 324
of the Constitution vests the Election Commission with the
power to conduct elections to the Lok Sabha, Rajya Sabha,
State Legislative Assemblies, State Legislative Councils,
and for the offices of Vice-President and President. The
Election Commission, which has conducted 18 Lok Sabha
elections and more than 400 state assembly elections to

date, has proven its relevance since January 25, 1950. direct participation of the citizens in the formation

of a government. The international community now
A RICH TRADITION OF DEMOCRACY recognizes India as one of the world's most robust
India is today a lodestar of global democracy. In any demo- democracies. The Election Commission of India, as
cratic country, the word ‘election’ symbolizes the active and an independent constitutional body, has played a
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The World’s Largest Electoral Exercise-2024
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91.19

Crore Registered
voters

743

Political
parties

Law passed for 33% reservation in
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies

Women’s participation in democracy is increasing not only
in voting but also in leadership roles. While only 3% of
candidates were women in the second general election

in 1957, this number has increased to 10% in 2024. The
number of elected women members, which was 22 in

the first Lok Sabha and 27 in the second Lok Sabha, has
increased to 78 in the 17th Lok Sabha and 75 in the 18th
Lok Sabha. The country passed the Nati Shakti Vandan
Adhiniyam in 2023, which provides for a one-third
reservation in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies. In the
Rajya Sabha as well, the total number of women members
was 15 in 1952, which is currently 42. This

is approximately 17% of _ e

the total members. -_—

Meanwhile, there . ’
are approximately -
1.45 million

elected women
representatives .

in Panchayati Raj \ &
institutions across the . -
country, which is about
46% of the total elected
representatives. This

is unique in the world. .

21 states in the country

have provided for 50%

reservation in Panchayats, \ -
compared to the 33% A Sy
mandated. \

crucial role in achieving this recognition for the country.
Indeed, India has a rich history of republicanism. The
democratic values, nurtured through India’s Constitu-
tion after independence, draw their inspiration from
a republican tradition that is thousands of years old.

Lakhs Polling
stations

»
| 4

'Y
| 4

00¢
Ln
19

Crore Polling
officials & security,
personnel

How many voters were registered in each Lok Sabha?

Election Number of Voters

First 45.67%

Second 47.74%

Third 55.42%

Fourth 61.04%

Fifth 55.27%
Sixth 60.49%
Seventh 56.92%
Eighth 64.01%

Ninth 61.95%

(Voter figures

in crore)

10th 55.88%

11th 57.94%
12th 61.97%
13th 59.99%
14th 58.07%
15th 58.21%
16th 66.44%
17th 67.40%

18th 65.79%

Perhaps this is why, at a time when concerns are being
raised about the weakening of democratic institutions
worldwide, democracy in India continues to strengthen.
From the traditions of Vaishali, Kapilavastu, and Mithila,
India has learned that no single class or dynasty can
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We will not allow a single
illegal immigrant to vote in
this country. This is our policy
- Detect, Delete, remove their
names from the voter list, and
Deport them. We will detect,
delete, and deport through the
constitutional process.

Amit Shah, Union Home Minister
(During the discussion on electoral
reforms in the Lok Sabha)

have a monopoly on governance. In a democracy, the
will of the people is supreme. The backbone of the
electoral process is informed voters. The journey of the
Election Commission of India began just one day before
India embarked on its journey as a democratic republic.
The Election Commission has consistently taken ap-
propriate measures to ensure the effectiveness of the
electoral process. By building a strong electoral system,
the Election Commission of India has set an example for
the entire world.

People around the world have fought hard to get the
right to vote. As a member of the Constituent Assembly,
the leading constitutional expert Alladi Krishnaswamy
lyer described adult suffrage as the cornerstone of the
success of a democratic system of government. In the
United States, which is a leading country among devel-
oped nations and considered a paragon of democracy,
the right to vote was obtained only after decades of
struggle and unwavering courage and perseverance.
In Britain, too, women had to wage a long battle to
gain the right to vote. But in independent India, from
the very beginning, all citizens aged 21 years or older
were granted the right to vote. Later, the voting age
was reduced to 18 years. Without any discrimination
based on qualification, religion, race, or caste, all men
and women, rich or poor, have the right to vote, and
the value of every individual's vote is considered equal.
The inclusive nature of the Indian Constitution could be
understood from the perspective of global campaigns
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Commiission has conducted
18 Lok Sabha and over 400
Assembly elections

In the 75 years since its establishment, the Election
Commission has conducted 18 general elections,
numerous Rajya Sabha elections, over 400 assembly
elections, and 16 elections for the posts of President
and 17 for Vice-President. As per Article 324 of

the Constitution of India, the Election Commission
of India is responsible for preparing electoral

rolls and conducting all elections to Parliament

and the Legislature of each State, and to the

offices of President and Vice- President
of India. Articles 324 to 329
of the Constitution
define the functions,
responsibilities,
structure, and powers
of the Election
Commission.

for women'’s suffrage.

A country like the United States gained indepen-
dence in 1776, but it took 144 years to grant women
the right to vote. In England, from where India adopted
the parliamentary system, women above 30 years of
age received the right to vote in 1918, and all women
were granted suffrage in 1928. In contrast, in India,
women received the right to vote from the very first day.
When the Constituent Assembly debate on this issue
was getting misdirected, Babasaheb Ambedkar said
that many countries would gain independence after
India, and India should lead the way in giving universal
suffrage. He said that if we grant suffrage to everyone
and adopt the principle of one person, one vote, one
value, its impact would be felt worldwide. When Baba-
saheb said this in the Constituent Assembly, someone
asked why women were being given the right to vote, as
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Global role

Election Commission of India playing a significant role internationally

T3 The Election Commission of India not
H‘ only ensures free and fair elections in
i India but is also playing a crucial role
in strengthening democratic electoral
processes worldwide. India has emerged
as a global leader in the field of election
management.
India has been a founding member
of International IDEA since 1995.
This organization works to strengthen
democracy and electoral institutions
wotldwide. In 2026, India’s Chief Election
+ Commissioner, Gyanesh Kumar, will be its
Council Chair. During this period, India’s

- ] » ) focus will be on “inclusive, peaceful,
Training provided to participants from 142 countries robust and sustainable democracy,” and
sharing India’s electoral experience with

The Commission has signed agreements with election the world through TITDEM.
management bodies of 28 countries and three international
organizations. The India International Institute of Democracy
and Election Management was established in June 2011.
During these 15 years, this institution has organized
international-level training programs in which approximately
3170 participants from 142 countries have participated. The
Election Commission has sent its observers and experts Anecdotes :
to countries like Egypt, Nepal, Bhutan, Sri Lanka, Russia,
Kazakhstan, Venezuela, Mexico, Namibia, and Guinea.

oA FEtes s
ELECTEON COMMEESIOH OF INOIE

Electlon

e

Team deployed to

protect against jumbos

The incident occurred in the 55 Salmanpa-
ra polling area of Meghalaya. In the 2014
Lok Sabha elections, forest department

they would only vote according to the head of the family. To
this, Babasaheb replied, “That is not the case. Indian women

are intelligent, and when they participate, democracy will be officials had to hold an emergency meeting

strengthened.” Today, the results are visible, with women to keep elephants away from this polling

participating in large numbers in the voting process. area. After the meeting, it was decided that
five teams of forest personnel would be

SPECIAL INTENSIVE REVISION: THE BASIS OF deployed in the places where clephants

PURIFICATION could cause trouble to protect the 19 poll-
ing stations from them.

What is Special Intensive Revision (SIR)? If a voter is deceased,

then his name should be removed from the voter list. Those o

who have turned 18 should have their names added. Those I -

who are registered as voters in more than one place should i{

have their names removed, and the names of foreign nation-

als should be carefully removed. This is intensive revision. This
is the purification of the electoral roll. Due to rapid urban-
ization, migration for education and employment, and other
socio-economic changes, citizens' places of residence change

o /P, eV, /WY [/ Ny [/ SOV /S / FPYREL PPN o TYORASS RS 2 T/ PR SV, AP, - .’/ 1B A VIS 1V r A /TR | WY £/ SIS 35 SN/ NP/ / 1N Wow IV 7, /PP, e OB H { AP,

F ANV A VWAV AV AV AW A Y AV A VAV A VAV A VAV AV AV A VAV A VAV AV AVAVY AV AT AV



COVER STORY

National Voters' Day Special

The discussion on ‘One Nation-
One Voter List’ and ‘One Nation-
One Election’ should continue.
When there is dialogue, when both
sides come together, and there is
deliberation, only then will the best
solution emerge. This discussion
should not stop; it should continue
uninterrupted. This is the best
path in a democracy.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

frequently, making it necessary to ascertain where they
live. Often, people register in a new constituency but
fail to remove their names from their previous constit-
uency. This sometimes leads to multiple registrations.
lllegal immigration is a major problem today; therefore,
revision of the electoral roll is essential in a democracy.
Recently, the Supreme Court clearly stated that the Elec-
tion Commission has the statutory and constitutional
right to conduct the SIR process for the electoral roll
throughout the country.

What Baba Saheb Ambedkar said in the Constituent
Assembly forms the basis of electoral reformin India and
also the basis of SIR. He said, “In politics, we advocate
the principle of one person, one vote, one value.” This
is the thinking of the Election Commission today. One
person should have only one vote, and that vote should
have equal value. According to Baba Saheb, the names
of ineligible voters should not be on the electoral roll,
and the names of eligible people should not be omitted.
This is the basis of the Special Electoral Revision (SIR)
campaign today. Under this process, no eligible person
should be left out of the electoral roll and deprived of
their right to vote. Similarly, no ineligible person should
be included. To ensure this, the Election Commission
conducts the SIR process periodically.

Under the constitutional framework, the Election
Commission of India is mandated to prepare the elec-
toral roll under Article 324. The Constituent Assembly
itself granted it these powers. This means that maintain-
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New Rules for the Appointment

of Election Commissioners

A process for the appointment of election
commissioners has been established based on

the Supreme Court’s suggestion. Both Houses of
Parliament passed the Chief Election Commissioner
and Other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Act,
2023, in December 2023. This Act replaced the
old Election Commission (Conditions of Setrvice
of Election Commissioners and Transaction of
Business) Act, 1991. According to the Search
Committee panel, a three-member committee
comprising the Prime Minister, a Union Minister,
and the Leader of the Opposition, or in the absence
of a recognised Leader of the Opposition, the
leader of the largest opposition party, will finalize
a name. The appointment will be made after the
President’s approval. Before the new law came into
effect, election commissioners were appointed

by the president on the recommendation of the
government, and traditionally, the senior-most was
appointed as the chief election commissioner.

NIRVACHAN SADAN
ELECTION COMMISSION
OF INDIA
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= India is the world's largest democracy and has been a leading
proponent of electoral democracy for the past seven decades.
When the country gained independence on August 15,

1947, planning and conducting general elections to elect a
representative government based on universal adult suffrage
was one of the top priorities.

The Election Commission was formally constituted on January 25,
1950, a day before India became a sovereign democratic republic.

The Constitution empowers the Election Commission to be
a single-member or multi-member body depending on the

Evolution of the Electoral
System in India

=

P~ COVERSTORY

The term of office of Election

Commissioners is 6 years

The Chief Election Commissioner and the
two Election Commissioners are given the
same salary and allowances as a judge of the
Supreme Court. All three commissioners
have equal powers in decision-making. In case
of a difference of opinion on any matter,

the decision is taken by a majority vote.

The term of office of the Chief Election

National Voters' Day Special

requirements from time to time. The first Chief Election o e Gihat res Bk

== Commissioner was appointed Commissioners is 6 yeats or until they attain
(R on March 21, 1950. The the age of 65 years, whichever is eatlier.
e i current Commission has three

members, including Chief
Election Commissioner Gyanesh

] 4 _»
- f‘.
g

 — | f

-

e = Kumar, along with two Election
ey O Commissioners, Dr Sukhbir Singh
— m Sandhu and Dr Vivek Joshi.

=0

“Election

The Election Commission was
formally constituted.

Anecdotes :

o

Women Refused to
Disclose Their Names

When the first general election was
announced in the country, representatives
of the Election Commission went from
village to village to collect election-related
information and data. During their visits
to the villages, they encountered a large
number of women who refused to share
their names

with strangers.
Instead, these
women identified
themselves as
someone’s wife,
mother, daughter,
sister, or widow.
As a result, 28
lakh names were
removed from
the electoral rolls
during the first
general election.

On October 16, 1989, the Election
Commission was converted into a
3-member body.

On January 1, 1990, the Election
Commission was again converted
into a single-member body.

On October 1, 1993, the Election
Commission was again converted
into a 3-member body.

ing a reliable electoral roll is a constitutional responsibility of
the Commission. According to this article, the Commission
is empowered with the authority to supervise, direct, and
control the preparation of the electoral roll and the conduct
of elections to Parliament and State Legislative Assemblies.
This constitutional body is further empowered by the Rep-
resentation of the People Act, 1950, and the Registration of
Electors Rules, 1960 (RER-1960). Article 326 also stipulates
that every citizen of India who has attained the age of 18
years on a specified date and is not disqualified under any
law has the right to be registered as a voter. Furthermore,
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During the first Lok Sabha election in the

country, there were 17.32 crore voters, a num-
ber that has now crossed 97 crore in the 2024
elections. Managing this more than fivefold in-
crease in the number of voters would not have

been possible withont EV'Ms and 'T"PAT:.

Sections 16, 19, and the Representation of the People
Act, 1950, lay down the basic eligibility criteria for
enrollment. These criteria are: the applicant must be
an Indian citizen, mentally sound, have completed 18
years of age on a specified date, and be a resident of the
concerned constituency. It is the constitutional respon-
sibility of the Election Commission to ensure that only
eligible citizens are included in the electoral roll. This is
crucial for maintaining the accuracy and integrity of the
electoral roll and for conducting free and fair elections.
Removing ineligible voters and duplicate entries from
the electoral roll ensures transparency, which strength-
ens democracy.

Provision 21 of the Registration of Electors Rules,
1960, stipulates that the electoral roll for each constit-
uency should undergo a Special Intensive Revision or
Summary Revision as directed by the Election Commis-
sion. This revision is conducted four times a year, and
the rollis amended accordingly. The Constitution grants
the Election Commission full authority to conduct a
thorough revision of the electoral roll. This is not the
first time that SIR (Special Intensive Revision) has been
conducted in the country; it has been done several
times before. Summary Revision is a routine updating
process, while SIR is a comprehensive process. In SIR,
Booth Level Officers (BLOs) conduct a house-to-house
enumeration. The country’'s first general election was
held in 1952, and the first Special Intensive Review (SIR)
was conducted in the same year. The second SIR took
place in 1957, the third in 1961, followed by one in 1965-
66. Others were conducted in 1983-84, 1987-89, 1992,
1993, and 1995. Then there were reviews in 2002 and
2003. No special intensive review has been conducted
in the last two decades. Therefore, the most recent SIR
is happening in 2025-26, after a gap since 2004.

Union Minister of State for Law and Justice, Arjun
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First Voter of
Independent India

Shyam Saran Negi, the first voter of
independent India, voted continuously
for more than 70 years and fulfilled his

duty even in his final days by casting

his vote through a postal ballot on

November 2, 2022. He exercised his
right to vote a total of 34 times. Shyam
Saran Negi passed away on November

5, 2022, at the age of 106 in his
ancestral village of Kalpa in Kinnaur,

Himachal Pradesh.

Ram Meghwal, says that, along with the continuous
reformative initiatives of the Election Commission,
National Voters' Day is celebrated every year on January
25th to commemorate the establishment of the Com-
mission. The Election Commission organises a ceremo-
ny on this day with political parties of the country and
foreign representatives. In these ceremonies, foreign
representatives have consistently praised India's Elec-
tion Commission, its electoral system, and the conduct
of elections.
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Reforms Implemented by the Election Commission
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In recent years, the Election Commission has implemented more than
30 institutional, administrative, and technical reforms to strengthen
democracy, enhance voter convenience, and ensure transparency in the
electoral process...

A special intensive revision was conducted in Bihar
after 2 decades to ensure that no eligible voter is
left out and no ineligible person is included in the
electoral roll.

Voter services have been digitised through online
platforms. Voters can now apply online for adding,
deleting, or correcting their names. The process has
become easier and saves time.

For the first time in the 18th Lok Sabha elections,
voters aged 85 years and above and persons with
disabilities were provided with the facility of voting
from home. For this, polling officers were visiting
their homes with ballot boxes.

While postal ballot counting is usually completed
before the counting of EVMs begins, the
Commission has now decided that at counting centres
where postal ballots are being counted, the second-
to-last round of EVM/VVPAT counting will only

be conducted after the completion of postal ballot
counting,

Mobile phone deposit facilities at polling stations for
the convenience of voters on polling day. A maximum
of 1,200 voters per polling station to reduce
crowding,

The problem of multiple individuals having the same
EPIC number has been eliminated.

o /P, eV, /WY [/ Ny [/ SOV /S / FPYREL PPN o

"A VAV ATV AV A 2V AT

National Voters’ Day is celebrated every year
on Jannary 25th to commemorate the establish-
ment of the Election Commission. The Election
Commission organises a ceremony on this day
with political parties of the country and foreign
representatives. In these ceremonies, foreign repre-
sentatives, in particular, have consistently praised
the Election Commission of India, its electoral
system, and the conduct of elections.

m Changes in the design of the voter information

slip so that the votet's setial number and

part number are more cleatly visible. Colour
photographs of candidates on EVMs for better
identification and clarity.

808 registered but unrecognised political parties
wete delisted in two phases for consistently failing
to comply with essential registration requirements.

Standard photo identity cards were issued to
Booth Level Officers (BLOs). The honorarium of
BLOs was doubled, and the honorarium of BLLO
supervisors, polling/counting personnel, CAPF,
surveillance teams, and micro-observers was
increased.

Election

Anecdotes :

B o

Ballot Boxes Found
Decorated with Flowers
in 1952

When the first general election was held

in India in 1952, some of the ballot boxes,
after the voting with ballot papers, were
found decorated with flowers and smeared
with vermilion. This shows that during this
election, people considered the ballot box
or ballot papers as objects of worship. In
addition, many boxes contained various
items besides ballot papers, such as notes
wishing for success, pictures of film stars,
coins, currency notes, etc.
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Technology Enhances Transparency in the Festival of Democracy

To enhance voter convenience and make the election process transparent, the
Election Commission has adopted several technological measures, making the
voting process easier, safer, and more reliable...

u The Election
Commission has
increased the use of
IT applications to
bring about greater
citizen participation
and transparency.

m Technical and administrative SOPs have been
prepared for the inspection and verification of the
EVM memory/microcontroller after the declaration
of election results.

= The process of creating index cards and statistical
reports has been simplified so that election-related
data can be shared quickly at the constituency level.

m ECINET Platform:
An integrated
digital platform,
ECINET, has been
launched, connecting
more than 40 apps ECINET
and websites for
voters and other
stakeholders.

= 100% webcasting has been arranged at all polling
stations for continuous monitoring of the voting
process.

= VVPAT counting will be ensured in every case of
discrepancy between Form 17C and EVM data.
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m Death registration data has been integrated so
that Electoral Registration Officers receive timely
information about registered deaths.

= A new SOP has been implemented to ensure the
delivery of EPIC cards within 15 days of updating
the voter list, with SMS notifications at every stage.

C-Vigil Application for reporting violations of the
Model Code of Conduct

Suvidha Portal: This portal
provides vatious types of
facilities to candidates and
political parties for online
nominations, permissions,
etc., as follows:

= An online portal has been launched for candidates to
file online nomination affidavits.

m Candidate Permissions
Module: Through the
permissions module
of the Suvidha portal,
candidates, political parties,
or any representative of the
candidate can apply online
for permissions for meetings,
rallies, loudspeakers, and
temporary offices.

m The Election Commission has
developed its "Know Your
Candidate" application to
provide information about the
criminal history of candidates.

TYINSI TN GO/ FATE ) SV AP, 2 R"r 7 1O A VIS 1V oA 7T | OV £ £/ XIS 58 [N/ / WD/ / 1AV 7, /WP e WA [ APIW/ /1 / |

AV AVAVYV AV AVY 2 DA A0 0 .. 297\ .\ V"% 0 Y AY .,



£; . COVER STORY
: National Voters' Day Special

m Voter Services Portal: Through (https://
voters.eci.govin/), citizens can view the electoral
roll, apply for a voter ID card, apply online for
cortrections in the voter ID card, and find the
contact number of the Block Level Officer and
Electoral Registration Officer. Some similar
tasks can be done on the phone using the Voter
Helpline mobile app.

B Persons with Disabilitie
(Saksham) Application
App: The Saksham app is for

persons with disabilities. = The Voter Turnout app is used by
.................................................................................................................... certified turnout officers to record voter
m National Grievance Service Portal turnout for Lok Sabha and Assembly
This is a national grievance service portal. elections.
Citizens can avail of the service using the link = The counting data entered by Returning
https://votets.eci.gov.in. Officers related to the results website

and result trends is available on the
'Commission Results Website'.

E'le'c-t'ion.
Anecdotes

e

Polling Station for Five
Voters on the Siachen
Glacier Peak

In the remote region of Ladakh, a polling
station was set up in Warshi, just 17
kilometers from the Siachen Base Camp,
for only 5 voters from a single family.
This is the last village before the outposts
on the high peaks of Siachen. Since there
was no permanent building other than
the voters’ house, the polling station was
set up in a tent.

m Integrated Election
Expenditure Monitc
System (IEMS): This
is a user-friendly, secure
online platform that
enables political parties to
submit documents such
as contribution reports,
annual audit accounts,
and election expenditure
online.
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The opportunities available to
you in the future of India will
depend on those who govern
the country during this period.
Therefore, the responsibility
of electing the right people
rests on you, the young voters.
It is essential for you to vote
to ensure a bright future for
India. So remember, your single
vote and the direction of the
country’s development are
interconnected.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

LAW ENACTED FOR THE FIRST TIME TO
APPOINT ELECTION COMMISSIONERS

The law for the appointment of Election Commis-
sioners - the Chief Election Commissioner and
Other Election Commissioners (Appointment,
Conditions of Service and Term of Office) Bill, 2023
- was passed on March 2, 2023. Previously, there
was no law; appointments were made based on a
system that was in place. The Supreme Court drew
attention to this matter, and Parliament enacted
the law. For 73 years, there was no law governing
the appointment of election commissioners in this
country. From 1950 to 1979, the Election Commis-
sion was a single-member body. The Prime Min-
ister made the appointments directly. Then the
Election Commission was made a multi-member
body. This means that from 1950 to 2023, there
was no law for the appointment of election com-
missioners. In 2023, a case, Anoop Baranwal vs.
Union of India, came before the Supreme Court.
In that case, the Supreme Court said that the
appointment of election commissioners should
be more transparent. This was a suggestion, not
an order. The government agreed and said that it
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EVMs and VVPATs have
made it easier, with multiple
levels of verification

Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs) and Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPATs) are
now used at every polling station. There

is a process for allocating which EVM and
VVPAT will be used where; they are assigned
randomly. After the symbols are loaded

into the EVMSs, a mock poll of 1000 votes is
conducted on 5% of the EVMs, which the
candidates or their representatives have the
right to observe...
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would require consultation with all stakeholders, which
would take some time. The Supreme Court then sug-
gested that until alaw is enacted, a committee should be
formed comprising the Prime Minister, the Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, and the Leader of the Opposition.
The central government agreed to this. Subsequently, in
2023, Parliament enacted a law under which the Leader
of the Opposition, a minister designated by the Prime
Minister, and the Prime Minister himself would discuss
and appoint the Chief Election Commissioner and other
Election Commissioners.



Law Changed for EVMs in 1989

EVMs were first used in the
1982 Paravur by-election in Kerala in
1982. It was challenged

in court, and therefore could
not be used again until 1989.

On March 15, 1989, the
central government led by then
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi
amended the law to introduce
EVMs.

In 1998, it was trialed in only
16 assembly constituencies in
Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan,
and Delhi.

When a petition was filed
against EVMs, a five-judge
bench of the Supreme Court
upheld the legal amendments
regarding EVMs in 2002.

In 2004, EVMs were used for
the first time throughout the

country. They have been in use
ever since.

i

INDIA: A GUIDING LIGHT OF THE
DEMOCRATIC PROCESS

The vastness and diversity of India's democracy are
a matter of pride. The Election Commission of India
(ECI) has played a crucial role in this glorious journey of
democracy. So far, the EC| has successfully conducted
18 general elections and more than 400 state assembly
elections. To conduct the 2024 Lok Sabha elections,
more than 10 lakh polling stations were set up, with
around 15 million staff - including security personnel,
polling officers, and staff - actively participating.

Ballot Unit
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State Chief Electoral Officers were instructed
to use only GPS-enabled vebicles for
transporting EVMs and V'V PATS from
one place to another during the 2024 1ok
Sabha elections. A mock poll of 50 votes is
conducted and tallied at each polling station
90 minutes before the start of polling.

e —

= Amidst allegations and countet- VVPAT
allegations, the Election Commission
introduced VVPATS after 5 years of
research. —_—

» Pollowing allegations of discrepancies
between EVMs and VVPATS, the Election Commission
decided to match 5 per cent of EVM and VVPAT slips.
When the matching was done, the votes were found to
be equal in both instances. Political party agents sign off
on the results of the EVMs and VVPATS.

= The slips of randomly selected VVPATS are counted
through a draw of lots in the presence of the candidate
or their agent to verify the results obtained from the
control unit.

| E'léc-t'ion.
Anecdotes :
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The polling party and
material reached Kargil
by helicopter

The Ralakung, Phema, and Shade polling

stations in the Zanskar sub-division

of Kargil district are located in a very
high-altitude and landslide-prone area.
Movement is difficult there. Considering
this, in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections, the
polling party, including security personnel
and micro-observers, was transported with
the help of helicopters, with assistance
from the Air Force and the Army. After
the completion of the elections, the entire
machinery, including EVMs and VVPATS,
was transported to the counting centre
with the help of helicopters.

- .

TV RS 2 T/ PR SV, AP, - " 1B A VIS 1V r A /TR | WY £/ SIS 35 SN/ NP/ / 1A ow IV 7, /PP, OB H { AP,

AW AWA VA VWAV A VU AV AV A VAV AV AVY AV A VAV AV AT o 9



&

] |.|"

National Voters' Day Special ==

I urge all eligible voters,
whether men or women, to
exercise their right to vote. I
request my young friends to
register themselves as voters
as soon as they attain 18
years of age.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Nearly 650 million voters exercised their franchise
in this election. The magnitude of this number can be
gauged from the fact that the total population of the
27 countries of the European Union is approximately
440 million. India is now moving towards a system of
‘one nation, one election'. In this regard, the Union
Cabinet has already approved the report of the ‘One
Nation, One Election’ committee, chaired by former
President of India Ram Nath Kovind, which was
approved by the Union Cabinet in September 2023.

Elections, a festival of democracy, have
become a source of pride for the nation. To
matke it even more effective, the Election
Commission, in collaboration with the
Ministry of Education, is including electoral
literacy in the curriculum. This will prove
successful in mafking students aware of a
crucial civic duty, as young people are the
future custodians of Indian democracy.

The celebration of democracy has become a
source of national pride. To make it even more effec-
tive, the inclusion of electoral literacy in the school
curriculum by the Election Commission in collabo-
ration with the Ministry of Education will prove suc-
cessful in making students aware of this extremely
important duty of citizenship, because young Indians
are the future custodians of democracy.

The growing credibility of the Election Commission

NEW INDIA SAMACHAR | | January 16-31, 2026
2

SIR ensures accurate
information and reliability

The Special Intensive Revision (SIR) aims
to ensure the accuracy, correctness,
and reliability of the electoral roll. SIR is
conducted when the Election Commission
feels that a thorough re-examination of the
electoral roll is necessary. In independent
India, SIR has been conducted eight times
between 1951 and 2004. Such a campaign
had not been undertaken for almost two
decades until it was launched in Bihar in
2025, following a clearly defined process,
fixed timeline, and phased approach.

Over the past two decades, the electoral roll
has undergone several changes. People have
changed their residences, names of individuals
have been registered in multiple places, names
of deceased persons have not been removed,
and names of ineligible persons have been
added. Questions have been raised several times
regarding the quality of the electoral roll, which
led to the need for SIR. Eligibility is strictly
checked under SIR according to Article 326 of
the Constitution. A voter must be an Indian
citizen, have completed 18 years of age, be an
ordinary resident of the concerned area, and
not be disqualified under any law.

The SIR campaign in the country was
launched on October 28, 2025, and is to be
completed by February 7, 2026. In the second
phase of SIR, the process is being carried out
in 12 states and union territories. This process
will result in a clean electoral roll and further
strengthen the foundation of free, fait, and
reliable elections in the countty.

Under the first phase of the SIR campaign,
the process was completed in Bihar, where no
appeals were filed. The Election Commission
believes that this completes the statutory

of India, which is setting new benchmarks, is reflected
in the fact that India’s Chief Election Commissioner,
Gyanesh Kumar, has assumed the chairmanship of the
Council of Member States of the International Institute
for Democracy and Electoral Assistance (International
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process. In the second phase, the process was
conducted in the Andaman and Nicobar Islands,
Chbhattisgarh, Goa, Gujarat, Kerala, Lakshadweep,
Madhya Pradesh, Puducherry, Rajasthan, Tamil Nadu,
Uttar Pradesh, and West Bengal. This phase involved
approximately 51 crore voters. In this phase, 5.33
lakh polling stations were set up, where Booth Level
Officers (BLOs) carried out their responsibilities.

SIR has been conducted 8 times ﬂ

First 1952-56

Second 1957-61

Third 1965-66 /
Fourth 1983-84

Fifth 1987-89

Sixth 1992-93

Seventh 1995

Eighth 2002-04 )

The principle of “one person,

one vote” has been strengthened

= Wherever SIR has been conducted so far, new voters have
been added. Names of deceased and permanently shifted
individuals have been removed.

m The voter list has become more accurate and reliable.

» This strengthens the principle of “one person, one vote”
and increases public confidence in the electoral process.

IDEA) for the year 2026. This chairmanship is a signifi-
cant achievement that grants the Election Commission
of India global recognition as one of the world’s most
reliable and innovative election management bodies
(EMBs). As a founding member of the Council of
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What is the process?

= The most important aspect of this

process is that the BLO (Booth Level
Officer) has to visit each household at
least three times, if necessary, to distribute

and collect enumeration forms and to
cross-check them with old SIR records.

This helps in identifying cases of death,

permanent relocation, or duplicate entries.

This entire process involves the Electoral
Registration Officer (ERO), Assistant
Electoral Registration Officer (AERO),
District Election Officet, and Booth
Level Agents appointed by recognized
political parties.

SIR involves doot-to-door verification.
The Booth Level Officer of each polling
station visits the voter’s house, distributes
and collects the enumeration form.

They cross-check the information with
old records and identify cases of death,
permanent relocation, or duplicate
entries. The details are verified at
multiple levels.

After this, the preliminary list is
published. There is a legal provision
for filing a first appeal with the District
Magistrate and a second appeal with
the Chief Electoral Officer in case of
objections.

Member States of International IDEA, India has consis-
tently contributed to the organization's governance,
democratic dialogue, and institutional initiatives. It has
continuously upheld the dignity of the faith reposed in it
by the framers of the Constitution.
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The scale on which elections
are conducted in India amazes
people around the world. The

efficiency with which our
Election Commission conducts
these elections naturally makes

every citizen proud of the

Election Commission. In our
country, every effort is made to

ensure that every Indian citizen
who is a registered voter gets the
opportunity to cast their vote.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

India is one of the few countries in the world
where the Election Commission can issue notices
to people and transfer officials. Such official powers
are not available even to the election commissions
of many democratic countries. Therefore, India's
Election Commission and its electoral process
serve as a benchmark for many countries. In recog-
nition of its commendable efforts in strengthening
democracy worldwide, the Chief Election Com-
missioner of India was elected as the Chairman
of the Association of World Election Bodies in
September 2020. Within seven decades of gaining
independence, India has emerged as a champion
of democratic ideals globally. This achievement
is a testament to the invaluable contributions of
everyone, from the Election Commission to ordi-
nary citizens in the smallest villages of the country.
Every constitutional institution in India has upheld
the dignity of the Election Commission. Regardless
of the political party, everyone has always abided
by the Election Commission’s orders. The Supreme
Court, our courts, and everyone else have consis-
tently supported the Election Commission. They
have ensured that there are no obstacles in the
implementation of the Election Commission’s
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Judicial decisions

Brought Transformational
Reforms

While the Election Commission is the
constitutional guardian of free and fair
elections in the country, several historic and
transformative reforms that strengthen the
right to vote in areas where the Constitution
was silent have come about through the
judiciary. The court clarified that the right
to vote is not merely a legal right but also a
crucial aspect of the freedom of expression
under Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution...

Disclosure of Candidates’

Background (Affidavit)

Before 2002, voters in the country did not have
access to information about the background of

the candidates. Then, in a case, the Supreme Court
ordered that every candidate contesting an election
must file an affidavit disclosing their criminal
background, the assets and liabilities of themselves,
their spouse, and their dependents, as well as their
educational qualifications. This enabled voters to
make informed choices based on the honesty and
competence of the candidates, rather than just caste
and party affiliation. It also made it possible to
monitor the unusual increase in the assets of leadets,
thereby increasing transparency.

In the first general election in
1952, 27,527 polling booths were
reserved for women voters.
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‘None of the Above’ (NOTA)

In the PUCL vs. Union

of India case in 2013,
the Supreme Court held

that the right to freedom

of expression of a voter
includes the right to reject
candidates. The court directed
the Election Commission to provide
a NOTA button on the EVMs. Previously, if a voter
did not want to vote, they had to fill out Form 17A,
which revealed their identity.

Immediate Disqualification of
Convicted Public Representatives

In the Lily Thomas
vs. Union of India
(2013) case, the
Supreme Court
struck down
Section 8(4) of the
Representation of
the People Act,
1951. Eatlier, under
this provision,

a convicted MP

or MLA could
remain in office
for three months
by filing an appeal.
Now, a sentence
of two years

or more results

in immediate
disqualification.

This is a strong step against the criminalisation
of politics. It also established that those who
break the law cannot be lawmakers. Politicians
and ordinary citizens are equal before the law.

orders and in the electoral process. In the old days, there
were separate ballot boxes of different colours for different
candidates, into which people cast their votes. In the first
general election, the ballot boxes were of different colours,
each bearing the symbol of a candidate or party. From that

=

%% GOVER STORY

National Voters' Day Special

VVPAT System

In 2013, recognising the importance of voter
confidence for fair elections, the Supreme Court
directed the implementation of the VVPAT system
along with EVMs. This allows voters to verify for 7
seconds that their vote has been recorded in favour
of the correct candidate.

| .E'léc-t'ion.
Anecdotes :
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Election Team trekked
18 km for One Vote

The Election Commission introduced the
“Vote from Home’ facility for voters above
85 years of age and those with disabilities
in the 2024 Lok Sabha elections. Under
this scheme, a 92-year-old bedridden

man in Edamalakkudy, Idukki Lok Sabha
constituency, Kerala, applied to vote. To
enable him to exercise his right to vote via
ballot paper, a polling team, including three
women, trekked 18 kilometres through
the forest for several hours, a journey that
took approximately 5 hours. The voter,
Sivalingam, took the help of his grandson,
Mohanan, to cast his vote.
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There is a very important institution
in our country, which is an integral

part of our democracy and is even
older than our republic — January
25th is the founding day of the
Election Commission, which is
celebrated as ‘National Voters’
Day’. I extend my best wishes to
all of you on National Voters’ Day.
We salute the crucial role of the

Election Commission in democracy.

Elections are a celebration of
democracy. They express the will
of the people, which is paramount
in a democracy.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

era, India has progressed to voting with the
help of Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs).
There was a time when counting of votes took
several days after polling. But now, with the
help of EVMs, the results are declared within
a few hours.

Voting in an election is like a sacred ritual
in a republic, where every vote is like partici-
pating in yagna. This event reminds all of us of
our duty towards our country, that every vote
matters, and that voting is essential for every
adult citizen. The concept of an independent
Election Commission and the electoral
process, enshrined in the Indian Constitu-
tion, the symbol of democracy, makes every
individual's vote significant, along with the
rights to equality and freedom. This is why
Indian democracy is known worldwide for its
maturity and stability. All the credit for this
goes to the Indian voter, and this power has
been bestowed upon the voter by our Con-
stitution. In every general election, the Indian
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501 votes were cast from a single house
in Haryana

RENGAThe Election Commission has
clarified that House Number 265 is not a
small house. Many families are living on a
one-acre ancestral plot. Each family’s house
number is not given separately; everyone uses
House Number 265. Three generations of a
family live together.

A voter in Bihar is 124 years old,
Subodh Kumar BLA’s name never appeared
on the list, and Ranju Devi’s name was
forcibly removed after being called out.

P The voter Minata Devi from Bihar

is 34 years old, but Minata Devi herself
stated that she applied online, which resulted
in the age being printed as 124 years. The
information that Subodh Kumar BLA’s name
was not on the voter list turned out to be
incorrect. Ranju Devi admitted that she had
given false information.
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Dignitaries from the best democracies of the
World, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am from India and will therefore begin by telling you about India.

{ ‘r.'-u "

S National Voters’ Day Special

India is the mother of democracy and today, it is also the largest ‘

democracy in the world.

The Election Commission of India is a constitutional body and
conducts elections to the Office of President, Vice President,
Parliament, Legislative Assemblies and Legislative Councils as its

constitutional responsibility.

With more than 900 million voters across 28 States and 8 Union
Tertitories in India, the Election Commission of India has neatly
75 years of experience in conducting transparent elections &

preparing accurate electoral rolls based on eligibility.

While conducting Lok Sabha elections, the Election Commission
of India becomes the largest organisation in the world, with over 1

million personnel.

Today, every Indian feels honouted to see India in a prestigious
position as the Chair of Council of member States of International
IDEA, a renowned institution comptising 35 democratic countties

and 2 observer nations.

As Chief Election Commissioner of India, I, Gyanesh Kumat,
on behalf of all citizens of India, express my greetings to the
representatives of all countries, and accept the Chairship of

Council of member States of International IDEA.

As the Chair, I assure you that during my tenure, with the
cooperation among all democratic nations, we will work in an
exemplary manner to further strengthen and enhance transparency
in democracy and democratic processes across the world.

Jai Hind, Jai Bharat

electorate has consistently strengthened the faith of
the Constitution’s framers in this system. The Election
Commission has done remarkable work in this regard.
Furthermore, the Election Commission’s inclusive ini-
tiatives have increased voter turnout, further strength-
ening voter confidence. This has earned the Election
Commission of India a strong reputation worldwide.
Therefore, as President Droupadi Murmu says, all
the dedicated officers and employees involved in the
electoral process deserve to be called Rastra Sevaks.
Non-governmental organizations that contribute to
making our country’s electoral process more efficient
also deserve appreciation.

. LR, TP o

When elections were first held in India in 1951-52, there
was apprehension that democracy would not survive. But
proving all those apprehensions wrong, India, the mother
of democracy, is now becoming a guiding light for the
world. The Election Commission’s continuous innovations
and initiatives have transformed the indelible ink mark
on the finger into a fashion statement. It is always im-
portant to remember that voting is the most sacred act
for strengthening democracy. Undoubtedly, India’s de-
mocracy will continue to set new standards for the global
community, and in this journey, the country’s voters and
the Election Commission will continue to establish new
benchmarks of participation and excellence. @
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New Employment Guarantee for Rural India

The New Avatar of MNREGA
Viksit Bharat-G RAM G Bill

The welfare of villages and the poor has been a top priority for the central government. Over the
past decade, several schemes and programmes have been launched to increase employment
and self-employment opportunities for them. The Parliament passed the Viksit Bharat -
Employment and Livelihood Mission (Rural) Bill 2025, also known as the ‘Viksit Bharat - G Ram
Ji’ Bill, which has now become law after receiving presidential assent. This law will transform
the face of villages and guarantee 125 days of employment to every family in a financial year.
This will strengthen Mahatma Gandhi’s vision of self-reliant and developed villages...

Ram Ji Bill 2025', is not just an employment

scheme but a blueprint for making rural
India self-reliant. Learning from the experiences of
MNREGA, the government aims to create a system
that, along with providing employment, strengthens
sustainable development and livelihood oppor-
tunities in rural areas. This is because achieving
the objective of Viksit Bharat @ 2047 requires a
transformative approach to rural development.
This is why the wage employment guarantee for
rural households has been increased from 100
days to 125 days per year in a financial year. One
of the main objectives of the bill is to align the rural
development framework with the national vision of
Viksit Bharat 2047. This can prove to be a decisive
step towards poverty reduction and the creation of
sustainable infrastructure in villages.

T he new avatar of MNREGA, the ‘Viksit Bharat-G

Since its implementation in 2005, the Mahatma
Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee
Act (MNREGA) has played a crucial role in provid-
ing wage employment, stabilising rural incomes,
and building basic infrastructure. Over time,
the infrastructure and aspirations of rural India
have changed significantly. Increased incomes,
enhanced connectivity, widespread digital access,
and diversified livelihoods have transformed the
nature of rural employment needs. This is why
the central government introduced the Viksit
Bharat-Employment and Livelihood Mission
(Rural) Bill, 2025, in Parliament. This bill replaces
MNREGA with comprehensive statutory changes
that strengthen accountability, infrastructure out-
comes, and income security. President Droupadi
Murmu gave her assent to the VB-G Ram Ji Bill,
2025, on December 21.
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Four Pillars of Rural Employment’s
to Strengthen Infrastructure

Based on the principles of empowerment, development, convergence, and saturation, the 1 iksit Bharat-G
Ram Ji law will strengthen the foundation of a prosperous, capable, and self-reliant rural India. 1t will
strengthen the income security of rural families and modernize governance and accountability. Most
importantly, the new law outlines four pillars of employment that will build rural infrastructure, further
strengthening the foundation of a prosperous and empowered rural India.

Water Security and Water-Related Works

This includes irrigation, rejuvenation of water
bodies, afforestation, canals, flood waterways,
construction of underground dams, ponds, wells,
improvement of community watet harvesting
areas, and rooftop rainwater harvesting.

Livelihood-Related Infrastructure

This includes agriculture, livestock, fisheries,
skill development, and enterprise development,

including rural markets, weekly markets, food and
agricultural storage, promotion of nursery farming,
and production of building materials.

THE NEXT STEP FOR MGNREGA: VIKSIT
BHARAT G RAM JI

According to Union Rural Development Minister
Shivraj Singh, the Viksit Bharat G Ram Ji scheme
is the next step after MGNREGA. Now, there is a
legal guarantee of 125 days of work, instead of
100. The provision for unemployment allowance
in case of failure to provide work has been further

Core Rural Infrastructure

This includes infrastructure related to education,
health, drinking water, sanitation, renewable energy,
and community facilities, including rural roads, Gram
Panchayat buildings, additional rooms or premises
in schools, crematoriums, rural parking, transport
sheds, and works under the Jal Jeevan Mission.

Works to Mitigate the Impact of weather Events

This includes disaster risk reduction, climate
adaptation, cyclone and flood shelters, and
construction of ponds and water structures for

flood management. It also includes any public works
notified by the Central Government, PM Awas
Yojana, and sanitation-related works.

strengthened. There is also a provision for provid-
ing additional compensation if wages are delayed.
Moreover, a massive amount of over ¥1,51,282
crore has been proposed for this scheme this year.
To create developed villages, self-reliant villages,
and poverty-free, employment-rich villages for a
developed India, projects related to water conser-
vation, village infrastructure development, liveli-
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Highlights of the Act:

The wage employment guarantee for rural households annually has been
increased from 100 days per year under MGNREGA to 125 days under
the new law.

To facilitate the availability of agricultural labour for activities during the
sowing and harvesting seasons, this Act empowers the states to provide

a break period of up to 60 days in a financial year. The total entitlement

of 125 days of employment will remain unchanged.

The states will publish a summary of the scheme formulated under this
act in two newspapers. It will also specify the terms and conditions.

Until the Central Government notifies new wages under this Act,
the wages will not be less than the current wages notified under the
Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act, 2005.

If employment is not provided within 15 days to those who have
applied for it, they will be entitled to a daily unemployment allowance.
This allowance will be notified by the state government, but it will not
be less than 1/4 of the wage rate for the first 30 days. For the remaining
period of the financial year, it will not be less than half of the wage rate.

Daily wages will be disbursed on a weekly basis, and in no case will
payment be delayed beyond 15 days from the day the work was
performed.

The Gram Sabha will monitor all the works undertaken under this Act.
The Gram Panchayat will provide all the necessary documents.

The expenditure ratio between the Central Government and the State
Government for the works under this Act will be 90:10 for the North-
Eastern states, Himalayan states, and Union Tertitories — Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu and Kashmir — and 60:40 for other
states and states with legislatures.

Biometric authentication, geo-referencing, satellite imagery, and digital
mapping of works will be used for monitoring, A mobile app with a
dashboard-based monitoring mechanism will be used to track demand,
work, worker deployment, and progtess in real time.

Bapu himself spoke of
Ram Rajya. This country
resonates with the presence
of Lord Rama. For some
reason, when the name
of Lord Rama came up,
some people got agitated.
Mahatma Gandhi himself
spoke of establishing Ram
Rajya; his last words were
“Hey Ram”. We have the
utmost respect for Bapu.

A grievance redressal mechanism will be developed at the block and
district levels, and the Central Government will determine the process
for resolving such grievances.

A fine of up to Rs. 10,000 can be imposed for violating the act.

Shivraj Singh Chouhan
Union Minister of Agriculture
and Farmers Welfare and Rural
Development

hood-generating activities, and disaster mitigation
will be undertaken. Another special provision has
been made: the administrative expenditure has
been increased from 6% to 9%. If we calculate 9% of
the proposed amount of ¥1,51,282 crore, it comes
to approximately ¥13,000 crore. With this amount,
the colleagues involved in implementing the work
- including the Panchayat Secretary, Employment
Assistant, and technical staff - will receive timely
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and adequate salaries so that they can work to their
full potential.

JUSTIFICATION FOR THE NEW
STATUTORY FRAMEWORK

Reforms are continuously needed for significant
socio-economic changes. MGNREGA was imple-
mented in 2005, but rural India is now undergoing
transformation. The poverty level decreased from
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Winter Session of Parliament

Lok Sabha: 111% productivity; Rajya Sabha: 121% productivity

The winter session of Parliament comprised 15 sittings. The work accomplished exceeded the scheduled agenda
Jor both the Lok Sabba and Rajya Sabha, with 111% of the planned work completed in the Lok Sabha
and 121% in the Rajya Sabba. During the session, several important bills, including the V'B-G Ram G Bill,
were introduced and passed. A special discussion was also held in both houses of Parliament to commemorate
the 150th anniversary of the national song “Vande Mataram”.

Despite some disruptions, both the Rajya Sabha and
Lok Sabha witnessed productive discussions during
the winter session. The government introduced several
important bills, many of which were passed. Ten bills
were introduced in the Lok Sabha, of which eight
were passed, while eight bills were also passed in the
Rajya Sabha. Thus, a total of eight bills were passed
by both houses of Parliament. The total sitting time in
the Lok Sabha during the session was 92 hours and 25
minutes. In the Lok Sabha, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi initiated a discussion on Vande Mataram, in
which 65 members participated, and the house sat for

11 hours and 32 minutes. In the Rajya Sabha, Union
Home Minister Amit Shah initiated the discussion, with
81 members participating, This discussion lasted for a
total of 12 hours and 49 minutes.

In addition, discussions on electoral reforms were
held in the Lok Sabha on December 9 and 10 and in
the Rajya Sabha on December 11, 15, and 16, 2025.
Union Home Minister Amit Shah concluded the
discussion in the Lok Sabha. 62 members participated
in the discussion in the Lok Sabha, while 57 members
participated in the Rajya Sabha. This discussion in the
Lok Sabha lasted for a total of 10 hours and 37 minutes.

BILLS PASSED BY BOTH THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT Q%

+/~ The Manipur Goods and Services Tax (2nd Amendment) Bill, 2025.

+/_ The Central Excise (Amendment) Bill, 2025

+/~ The Health Security Se National Security Cess Bill, 2025

+/~ The Appropriation (No. 4) Bill, 2025

+/ The Repealing and Amending Bill, 2025

+/~ The Sabka Bima Sabki Raksha (Amendment of Insurance Laws) Bill, 2025

+/~ The Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India Bill, 2025
v The Viksit Bharat — Guarantee for Rozgar and Ajeevika Mission (Gramin): VB — G RAM G Bill, 2025

27.1 per centin 2011-12 to 5.3 per cent in 2022-23,
aided by increased consumption, improved finan-
cial inclusion, and expanded welfare coverage. With
rural livelihoods becoming more diversified and

digitally connected, the broad and demand-driven
structure of MGNREGA no longer fully aligns with
the realities of today's villages. The Viksit Bharat-G
Ram G will address these needs. @
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] sPECIAL | National Girl child Day 2026

A girl’s birth should be celebrated

A Prosperous and Developed India

Daughters are playing an important role in shaping the ethos and society, and fostering
economic development. On January 22, the ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ scheme, launched with
the aim of addressing the declining Child Sex Ratio, is entering its 12th year. The country is
also celebrating National Girl Child Day on January 24, which serves as a reminder that the
nation becomes stronger when girls receive nutrition, education, and respect. How are the
efforts of the central government promoting the safety, security, and empowerment of girls
and women throughout their life cycle... Let’s find out

historic beginning was made from Jind,
AHaryana, on January 22, 2015, when Prime

Minister Narendra Modi launched the Beti
Bachao, Beti Padhao scheme to address the declin-
ing child sex ratio across the country and promote
the empowerment of girls and women throughout
their life cycle.

The 15th Finance Commission extended this
scheme under Mission Shakti to cover all districts
through multi-sectoral activities and to allocate
more funds to activities that have an impact at
the grassroots level. To strengthen every girl's
right to be born, to be safe, to study, to dream,
and to lead, the central government is prioritizing
women in various schemes, including Beti Bachao,
Beti Padhao, Sukanya Samriddhi Account, Matru
Vandana Yojana, PM Mudra Yojana, Stand-Up India,

NEW INDIA SAMACHAR | | January 16-31, 2026

and PM Awas Yojana. Furthermore, the nation is
focusing on women-led development in a Viksit
Bharat. This is why the sex ratio at birth is continu-
ously increasing.

BEHAVIORAL CHANGE THROUGH BETI
BACHAO, BETI PADHAO
NITI Aayog has evaluated the schemes of the
Ministry of Women and Child Development for the
financial years 2019 to 2024. The study found that
the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (BBBP) and One Stop
Centre (OSC) programs are playing a crucial role. By
promoting behavioral change through BBBP (Beti
Bachao Beti Padhao), this initiative strengthens
the safety and empowerment of women across the
country.

The Beti Bachao Beti Padhao scheme is improving



National Girl Child Day 2026 | SPECIAL -

According to the Health Management Information System, institutional deliveries
wete 61 percent in 2014-15, which has increased to 97.3% in 2023-24. Antenatal
first trimester care registration has also increased from 61% to 80.5%.

m The sex ratio at birth, which was 918 in 2014-15, has increased to 930 in 2023-24.

\‘K\; . T2 *‘L‘v’ & m For the first time since the first national census in 1876, the number of women

per 1,000 men has increased. The National Family Health Survey-5 registered 1,020
women per 1,000 men.

ll:"' 1'1 i

®  National Family Health Survey Report-5 states that the number of girls married
before the age of 18 has now been halved compared to the NFHS-3.

Steps to promote the girl child

m In the year 2024-25, the Gender Parity Index for
the Gross Enrollment Ratio has been 1.0 for the
foundational stage, preparatory stage, and middle
stage, while it has been 1.1 for the secondary stage.

m  Separate toilets have been provided in 97.1% of
schools, and drinking water facilities are available
in 99.3% of schools. Improvements in school
infrastructure have led to improved enrollment of
girls and a reduction in dropout rates.

B The number of women in technical education in

Industrial Training Institutes has doubled since 2014.

m In the Central Government's pre-mattic, post-mattic,
and merit-cum-means based scholarships, 30% of the
scholarships are reserved for gitl students.

® In the Prime Ministet's Higher Education
Promotion Scheme (PM-USP), 50% of the
scholarship slots are reserved for girl students.

m 'Sports for Women' league was launched under
the Khelo India scheme. 1.39 lakh participants
participated in 29 sports disciplines.

® The Sports Authority of India has established 4
sports training centers in Himachal Pradesh, Punjab,
Kerala, and Assam specifically for the training of
female athletes.

In every development initiative
launched by our government, we
give top priority to empowering girls
and strengthening women’s power.
Our focus is on ensuring respect and
opportunities for girls.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Achievements

® The Central Government has allocated a budget of
Rs. 4.49 lakh crore in the financial year 2025-26 for
gender equality, which is 8.86% of the total budget.

Admission of gitls has started in NDA and Sainik
Schools.

m  Nari Shakti Vandan Act, 2023 marks a historic step
in women’s political empowerment by reserving 33%
seats in the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.

m 4.31 crore Sukanya Samriddhi accounts have been
opened till August 2025.

m 10.3 crore gas connections have been provided in the
name of women under the Ujjwala Yojana.

m  Nearly 90 lakh Self-Help Groups empowering
10 crore women are transforming rural self-
employment, while more than 3 crore homes under
PM Awas Yojana are registered in women’s names—
strengthening women-led development across India.

m 35.40 crore PM Mudra loans have been given to
women, which is about 68 percent of the total loans.

m 221 crore women-owned MSMEs are registered.

m 48% of India’s 2.05 lakh+ recognized startups have
at least one woman director.

Nearly 25% of India’s space scientists are women.

the lives of girls in the country. It has helped improve
the sex ratio at birth, increase access to education,
expand healthcare, and promote women'’s econom-
ic empowerment. The government's commitment
has resulted in a change in mindset towards girls,
not only at the government level but also at the
non-governmental level. A strong foundation has
been laid in the country to value and protect every
girl child. The scheme is now entering its 12th year,
which will ensure continued progress towards
gender equality and empowerment in the country. @
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- INTERNATIONAL | Summit on Traditional Medicine

Traditional Medicine Systems
Solution to Serious

Traditional medicine is one of the
world’s oldest holistic healthcare
systems. Traditional, complementary,
and integrative medicine (TCIM) is
used in 170 countries of the World
Health Organization. Countries

like India, China, and Japan have
established systems of traditional
medicine, while it is also widely
practiced in Africa and the Americas.
India hosted the second WHO Global
Summit on Traditional Medicine from
December 17 to 19, which focused

on traditional medicine systems as a
solution to serious health challenges.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addressed the closing ceremony...
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Health Challenges

Government of India, and the World Health Organiza-
tion, was held at Bharat Mandapam in New Delhi on the
theme “Restoring balance: The science and practice of health
and well-being”. This was the second consecutive time the
summit was held in India, a testament to the nation’s growing
leadership and pioneering efforts in shaping a global, sci-
ence-based, and people-centric traditional medicine agenda,
and the strength of Prime Minister Modi's commitment. Tradi-
tional medicine goes beyond wellness and lifestyle, address-
ing serious health challenges. During the three-day summit,
the Gujarat Declaration was adopted, which reaffirmed the
global commitment to evidence-based TCIM, called for im-
proved data and regulatory frameworks, and acknowledged
India’s leadership in shaping a holistic, culturally rooted, and
scientifically aligned global health agenda.
Expressing pride at the establishment of the WHO Global
Centre for Traditional Medicine in Jamnagar, Prime Minister

This Summit, jointly organized by the Ministry of AYUSH,

=



Prime Minister Modi launched
several AYUSH initiatives:

He launched the My AYUSH Integrated Services
Portal, a major digital portal for the AYUSH sector. It
is the world's most comprehensive digital repository
on traditional, complementary, and integrative
medicine, with over 1.5 million records.

He unveiled the AYUSH matk. It is envisioned to be
a global standard for the quality of AYUSH products
and services. A WHO technical report and book on
yoga training, titled “From Roots to Global Reach: 11
Years of Transformation in AYUSH,” was released.

summit on Traditional Medicine | INTERNATIONAL [l

India has 3,844 AYUSH hospitals, 36,848
dispensaries, 886 undergradnate and 251 post-
graduate colleges, and more than 7.5 lakh reg-
istered practitioners. The Government of India
also launched the National AY US H Mission
in 2014, which aims to strengthen the availabili-
ty of AYUSH services across the country.

WHO Delhi Declaration

The WHO Delhi Declaration on Traditional Medicine bas
been released. The "Delhi Declaration" also highlighted the
comprehensiveness of traditional medicine, its strengthening
evidence base, innovation, and its potential for providing new
solutions to health challenges, focusing primarily on resolutions
related to four areas:

A commemorative postage stamp on Ashwagandha
was issued, symbolizing the global resonance of
India's traditional medicinal heritage.

Strengthening evidence-based knowledge.

Ensuring safety, quality, and public trust.

The new WHO-South-East Asia Regional Office in
Delhi was also inaugurated, which will also house the
WHO India office.

Integrating safe and effective traditional medicine.

Responsible use of innovation and digital technology.

The winners of the Prime Ministet's Award for
Promotion and Development of Yoga for the years
2021-2025 were felicitated.

PM Modi also visited the ‘“Traditional Medicine
Discovery Site” exhibition, which showcases the
diversity, depth, and contemporary relevance of
traditional medicine knowledge systems from India
and around the wotld.

WHO Global Summit during India’s G20 presidency.

©

A global platform has been launched as the
Traditional Medicine Global Library, which will
securely store scientific data and policy documents
related to traditional medicine in one place. Useful
information will be equally accessible to every
country. This library was announced at the fitst

This resolution has now become a reality.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Scan the OR code to read the
Prime Minister’s article.

Modi said that the summit is witnessing a confluence
of traditional knowledge and modern practices.
Several new initiatives have been launched that can
transform the future of medical science and holistic
health. When tradition and technology converge, the
potential to make global health more effective increas-
es significantly. Therefore, the success of this summit
is very important from a global perspective. PM Modi
elucidated that in the 21st century, the challenge of
maintaining balance in life will be even greater. The
advent of a new era of technology, in the form of Al
and robotics, the biggest change in human history, will
change our way of life in unprecedented ways in the
coming years. Therefore, we must also keep in mind
that such sudden and massive changes in lifestyle, the
ease of resources and facilities without toil, are going
to create unforeseen challenges for the human body.
Therefore, in traditional medicine, we should not only
focus on the needs of the present. Our shared respon-
sibility also extends to the future. Restoring balance is
no longer just a global objective, but a global necessity.
To achieve this, we will have to take concrete steps
more rapidly. @
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Assam and
the Northeast

New Gateway
to India’s
Development

Assam and the entire Northeast are today
becoming the new gateway to India’s
development. The commitment to multi-
modal connectivity has transformed the
region. The pace of development work in
Assam is turning dreams into reality. Aligning
with this, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
visited Assam on December 20 and 21. He
inaugurated projects worth approximately

% 15,600 crore. He also stated from Assam
that the new dawn of the country’s future
will rise from the Northeast...

Scan the OR code to read

the Prime Minister’s article.



he world's perspective on India has changed today.

The country's role has also changed. The develop-

ment of modern infrastructure has played a huge

role in this. India is preparing for 2047, with a focus on
infrastructure. The central government is working towards en-
suring that every state in the country progresses together and
contributes to the mission of a Viksit Bharat. At the inaugura-
tion of the Lokpriya Gopinath Bordoloi International Airportin
Guwahati, Assam, PM Modi said that he is happy that Assam
and the Northeast are leading this mission.

Within the last 10-11 years, the country has been moving
towards ending the decades-long cycle of violence. It is now
being ensured that Assam's resources benefit the people of
Assam. Violence-affected districts are now developing as
aspirational districts. In the coming times, these areas will
become industrial corridors. PM Modi said that today we are
seeing Assam emerging as India's Eastern Gateway. Assam
will become the engine of a Viksit Bharat in many sectors.

The farmers of the country have a very crucial role to play
in building a Viksit Bharat. Therefore, the central government
is working day and night, keeping the interests of the farmers
paramount. Amidst the schemes for agricultural welfare,
it is essential that farmers receive a continuous supply of
fertilizers. During the foundation stone laying ceremony of
the urea plant in Namrup, Assam, PM Modi said that in the
coming times, this urea factory will ensure a continuous
supply of fertilizers to the farmers. This fertilizer project will
cost approximately 11,000 crore rupees. It will produce more
than 1.2 million metric tonnes of fertilizer annually. This unit
in Namrup will also create thousands of new jobs and self-em-
ployment opportunities.

Prime Minister Modi, addressing the people of the state,
said that the Northeast will lead India's future growth. For

Gifts for Assam | INFRASTRUCTURE [}

A confluence of development
and heritage: The new terminal
building of Gopinath Bordoloi

International Airport

Prime Minister Modi inangurated the new
terminal building of the Lokpriya Gopinath
Bordoloi International Airport in Guwahati.
This terminal building embodies the principle of
“development and heritage.”

m This terminal is a transformative step in
enhancing Assam’s connectivity, economic
expansion, and global engagement.

m [t spans approximately 1.4 lakh square meters
and is designed to accommodate 13 million
passengers annually.

m Extensive upgrades to the runway, airfield
systems, apron, and taxiways have further
enhanced its capabilities.

m [ndia’s first nature-themed airport terminal,
the airport’s design draws inspiration from
Assam’s biodiversity and cultural heritage
under the theme “Bamboo Orchids”

m The terminal makes pioneering use of
about 140 metric tonnes of locally sourced
Northeast bamboo.

m A unique Sky Forest welcomes passengers
with a forest-like experience, featuring nearly
one lakh indigenous plants.

m This terminal sets new standards in passenger
convenience, like full-body scanners for faster
security checks, automated baggage handling,
and Al-powered airport operations.
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A Towards
AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT

Bhoomipujan of the new brownfield
Ammonia-Urea Fertiliser Project

B Prime Minister Modi laid the foundation stone for
the new brownfield ammonia-urea fertiliser project
at the existing premises of Brahmaputra Valley
Fertiliser Corporation Ltd in Namrup, Dibrugarh
district, Assam.

m Furthering the prime minister’s vision of farmers’
welfare, the project, with an estimated investment
of over Rs. 10,600 crore, will meet fertiliser
requirements of Assam and neighbouring states.

m [t will reduce import dependence, generate
substantial employment and accelerate regional
economic development. It stands as a cornerstone
of industrial revival and farmer welfare.

®

My connection with the land of Assam,
the love and affection of its people, and
especially the warmth of my mothers and
sisters of Assam constantly inspire me and
strengthen our resolve for the development
of the Northeast.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

this, we must work together to realise our dreams. We
must prioritise the development of Assam. | am confi-
dent that our collective efforts will take Assam to new
heights. We will fulfil the dream of a developed India.

NEW MOMENTUM FOR ASSAM'S
DEVELOPMENT

The bridges built over the Brahmaputra River have given
new strength and confidence to Assam's connectivity. In
the 6-7 decades after independence, only three major
bridges were built there, but in the last decade, four
new mega bridges have been completed. Besides these,
several historic projects are taking shape. The longest
bridges, such as Bogibeel and Dhola-Sadiya, have made
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PM Modi Pays Tribute to Martyrs

Prime Minister Modi visited the
Martyrs’ Memorial area in Boragaon
] to pay tribute to the martyrs of the
_ historic Assam Movement. This

B | was a six-year-long mass movement
that symbolised the collective
resolve for a foreigner-free Assam
and the protection of the state’s
identity. Describing the moments
spent at the Martyrs’ Memorial as
an emotional experience, PM Modi
said that we remain firm in our
commitment to working tirelessly
for the progress, prosperity, and
cultural glory of Assam.

Government Stands Firmly with
Farmers from Seed to Market

m In 2014, the country produced only 225 lakh metric
tonnes of urea. In the last 11 years, production has
increased to approximately 306 lakh metric tonnes.

m Farmers get a bag of urea for only Rs. 300. The
Government of India pays approximately Rs. 3,000 for
that one bag,

m About 4 lakh crore has been transferred to farmers under
the PM Kisan Samman Nidhi scheme.

m In 2025, two new schemes worth Rs. 35,000 crore, PM
Dhan Dhanya Krishi Yojana and Dalhan Aatmanirbharta
Mission, were launched.

m Through Kisan Credit Cards, farmers received assistance
worth more than 10 lakh crore rupees in the year 2025.

m A mission related to edible oils, including palm oil, was
also launched, with special focus on the Northeast region.

Assam strategically more powerful. There has also
been a revolutionary change in railway connectivity.
The commissioning of the Bogibeel Bridge has reduced
the distance between Upper Assam and the rest of the
country. The Vande Bharat Express running from Guwa-
hati to New Jalpaiguri has reduced travel time. Assam is
also benefiting from the development of waterways in
the country. Cargo traffic has increased by 140%. This
is proof that the Brahmaputra is not just a river but a
stream of economic power. The first ship repair facility
is being developed in Pandu, and there is enthusiasm
for the Ganga Vilas cruise, which runs from Varanasi to
Dibrugarh. This has placed the Northeast on the global
cruise tourism map. @



Scan the QR code to watch the press
briefing on the Cabinet decisions.

Union Cabinet Decisions

Key Infra Projects Cleared in Maharashtra & Odisha

Infrastructure and connectivity have been a crucial part of the country’s development, and the
central government is continuously accelerating its progress. In this regard, the Union Cabinet,
chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, approved the expansion of the Delhi Metro as a New
Year’s gift. Along with this, major infrastructure proposals for Maharashtra and Odisha have
also been approved. This move by the central government will not only improve connectivity
across the country but will also make the daily commute easier for millions of people.

DECISION: Approval of three new corridors as
part of the Delhi Metro Phase-V (A) project.

IMPACT: This 16.076 km-long project will further
improve connectivity within the national capital. The
total cost of Delhi Metro Phase-V (A) is%12014.91 crore.

Three New Corridors:

1. R.K. Ashram Marg to Indraprastha (9.913 km)
2. Aerocity to IGD Airport T-1 (2.263 km)

3. Tughlakabad to Kalindi Kunj (3.9 km)

m |t will provide connectivity to all the government
buildings in the Central Vista corridor, making it
easier for office-goers and visitors in the area.

m Approximately 60,000 office-going employees
and 2 lakh visitors are expected to benefit daily.

m These corridors will further reduce pollution and
the use of fossil fuels, thereby improving the
quality of life.

m Currently, the Delhi Metro serves an average of
6.5 million passengers daily. Today, the Delhi
Metro has the largest metro network in India and
is also one of the largest metros in the world.

DECISION: Approval of the proposal for widening
and strengthening the existing 2-lane road from
kilometre 68.600 to 311.700 of NH-326 in Odisha,
converting it into a 2-lane road with paved

shoulders, under the Engineering, Procurement,
and Construction (EPC) project delivery method.
IMPACT: The upgrade of NH-326 will make travel
faster, safer, and more reliable. This will contribute
to the overall development of southern Odisha,
particularly benefiting the districts of Gajapati,
Rayagada, and Koraput. Improved road connectivity
will facilitate easier access to local communities,
industries, educational institutions, tourist centres,
markets, and healthcare services, and will also
create employment opportunities. This will contrib-
ute to the inclusive development of the region. The
total capital cost of this projectis¥1,526.21 crore.

DECISION: Approval of the project for the
construction of a 6-lane Greenfield Access-Con-
trolled Nashik-Solapur-Akkalkot Corridor in
Maharashtra on a BOT basis.

IMPACT: The project will be 374 km long and will
involve an investment of approximately 19,142
crore. This project will connect important regional
cities like Nashik, Ahilyanagar, and Solapur to
Kurnool. The project will generate approximately
251.06 lakh man-days of direct employment and
313.83 lakh man-days of indirect employment. In
addition, further employment opportunities will be
created due to increased economic activity in the
area surrounding the proposed corridor. @




- NATION | Developmental Boost for West Bengal

A New Momentum for

B .. b 3 The Central Government has consistently
{ worked to ensure “Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas”. Efforts are being made to provide
modern connectivity even to those parts
of the country that have long remained
deprived. In this context, Prime Minister
) - Narendra Modi visited West Bengal on

/ & December 20 and laid the foundation

f stone and inaugurated two National
Highway projects worth approximately
3,200 crore rupees. These projects will
boost economic activity and promote
tourism in the state...

adia in West Bengal is the land where
N the vibrant embodiment of love, com-
passion, and devotion, Shri Chaitanya
Prabhu, manifested himself. From this very
land of West Bengal, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi laid the foundation stone and inaugurat-
ed two major highway projects in Ranaghat,
Nadia district, to give a new impetus to West
e, : Bengal's progress. The new projects will further
L improve connectivity between this region and
Kolkata and Siliguri. Modern infrastructure
plays a crucial role in achieving the vision
of a developed India. This is why the central
government is investing heavily in modern
infrastructure in West Bengal. During the
programme, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
said that the four-lane road from Barajguri to
Krishnanagar will greatly benefit the people of
North 24 Parganas, Nadia, Krishnanagar, and
other areas. This has reduced the travel time
between Kolkata and Siliguri by about two
hours. Work has also begun on the four-lane
road from Barasat to Barajguri. Both these
projects will expand economic activities and
tourism throughout the entire region.
There is no shortage of money, intentions,
or plans for the development of West Bengal.

Scan the OR code to read the
Prime Minister’s article.
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m Prime Minister Modi inaugurated and laid the
foundation stone for two national highway projects
worth approximately Rs 3,200 crore in West Bengal.

m A 66.7 km-long 4-lane section of National
Highway-34 on the Barajaguli-Krishnanagar stretch in
Nadia district was inaugurated.

m The foundation stone was laid for a 17.6 km long
4-lane section of National Highway-34 on the Barasat-
Barajaguli stretch in North 24 Parganas district.

m These projects will serve as crucial links between
Kolkata and Siliguti.

m These projects will save approximately 2 hours of
travel time. They will ensure faster and smoother
movement of vehicles for seamless traffic flow.

m Vehicle operating costs will be reduced, and
connectivity will improve with Kolkata and other
neighbouring districts of West Bengal, as well as with
neighbouring countties.

Moreover, the central government is formulating
policies and making decisions that will enhance the
capabilities of every citizen. Prime Minister Modi
said, “Let me give you an example. Some time ago,
we celebrated the GST Bachat Utsav. The central
government ensured that citizens received essential
goods at the lowest possible prices. As a result, the
people of West Bengal did a lot of shopping during
Durga Puja and other festivals.”

THE LAND OF NADIA ... ALIVING
EMBODIMENT OF LOVE, COMPASSION,
AND DEVOTION

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited West Bengal
on December 20, where he also addressed a
public gathering virtually. Nadia is the land where
Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the living embodiment of
love, compassion, and devotion, appeared. In every
village of Nadia, on every ghat of the Ganges, when
the chanting of Hari Nama Sankirtan resonated,
it was not merely devotion... it was a call for social
unity. “Hari Naam Diye Jogot Matale... Amar Ekla
Nitaill” This sentiment... is still alive in the soil, the

Developmental Boost for West Bengal | NATION -

I will work shoulder to shoulder

with you, with all my might, to
fulfil your dreams and for the
bright future of Bengal.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

air, the water, and the hearts of the people there.

PM MODI'S CALL: MAKE VANDE
MATARAM THE MANTRA OF NATION
BUILDING

Bengal and the Bengali language have continuously
enriched the history and culture of India. Vande
Mataram is one such great contribution. The entire
nation is celebrating the 150th year of Vande
Mataram. Recently, the Parliament of India also paid
tribute to its glory. The land of West Bengal is the land
of the immortal song of Vande Mataram. This land
gave the country a great sage like Bankim Chandra
Chattopadhyay. Rishi Bankim Babu, through Vande
Mataram, awakened a new consciousness in en-
slaved India. Moreover, Vande Mataram became
the mantra of liberation from slavery in the 19th
century. Prime Minister Narendra Modi called upon
everyone to make Vande Mataram the mantra of
nation-building in the 21st century. Now, we have
to make Vande Mataram the inspiration for a devel-
oped India. And through this song, we must awaken
the consciousness of a developed West Bengal. @
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- NATION | Parakram Diwas-23 January

A Grateful Nation Pays Homage
on Netaji’s Birth Anniversary

Netaji’s courage &

reinvigorated

Struggle

A brilliant student, an efficient administrator, and the most tenacious leader,
Subhas Chandra Bose, infused new strength into the Indian freedom struggle with
his courage and valour. He united the country’s youth power with his charismatic
leadership in the face of adversity. To honour Netaji’s selfless service to the
nation, the Government of India decided to celebrate his birthday, January 23, as
‘Parakram Diwas’ (Day of Valour) every year since 2021. His unparalleled sacrifice,
dedication, and struggle for the motherland will forever guide the nation...

aving travelled approximately 35,000

kilometers by car or submarine, sacrific-

ing all personal comforts, Netaji Subhas

Chandra Bose instilled in his countrymen
the belief in a free and sovereign India. Having
traveled from Calcutta to Berlin and then to Japan,
making a grand attempt to liberate India, Netaji
declared before the British authorities with great
pride, confidence, and courage: “l will not beg for
freedom, | will achieve it.” On January 23, 2026, the
nation is celebrating the 129th birth anniversary of
this very Netaji, who established the first indepen-
dent government on Indian soil.

The resolution of the Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav (75th
Anniversary of Indian Independence) was that India
would revive its identity and inspirations. In this vein,
the country is cherishing every legacy associated with
the life of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose with immense
pride. Netaji had said, “India is calling. Blood is calling
for blood. Arise! Stand up. We have no time to lose.”
Only Netaji could give such a confident war cry. And
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after all, he also showed that the empire, where the
sun never set, could be defeated by the brave soldiers
of India on the battlefield. He had taken a pledge to
lay the foundation of the independent government of
India on the land of free India. Netaji also fulfilled his
promise. He came to Andaman with his soldiers and
unfurled the Tricolour.

FILES RELATED TO NETAJI MADE PUBLIC
In 2015, the Government of India decided to declas-
sify and make public the confidential files related to
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. The first batch of 33
files was released on December 4, 2015. To fulfill
a long-standing public demand, digital copies of
100 files related to Netaji were released by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on January 23, 2016.

INTERACTION WITH THE YOUNGSTER
ON ‘PARAKRAM DIWAS’

On January 20, 2025, on the occasion of Netaji
Subhas Chandra Bose's birth anniversary, observed
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The Central Government is working
to preserve Netaji’s legacy

i

® On January 19, 2021, it was announced that the country would
celebrate January 23 every year as Parakram Diwas.

® On January 23, 2021, on the occasion of Netaji’s 125th birth
anniversary, the Government of India launched a year-long

celebration to commemorate the event.

® On October 14, 2015, PM Narendra Modi met 35 members
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose’s family at the Prime Ministet’s
official residence.

m To commemorate the 75th anniversary of the establishment of
the Azad Hind Government, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
hoisted the flag at the Red Fort on October 21, 2018.

® In the 2019 Republic Day celebrations, four former soldiers
of the Azad Hind Fauj (INA) participated in the Republic Day
parade.

® On January 23, 2021, Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited
Netaji’s ancestral home in Kolkata. A commemorative coin

and postage stamp wete issued in Netaji’s memory. A book on Since childhood. whenever I
e b
Netaji’s letters was released.

heard this name, Netaji Subhas
® An exhibition and projection mapping show on Netaji’s life

started in Kolkata on January 23, 2021. The train running from Chandra Bose, it permeated

Howrah, the ‘Howrah-Kalka Mail’, was renamed ‘Netaji Express’. a new energy in me. Such a

m Netaji’s statue has been given a prominent place on Kartavya towering personality that words
Path. The aim is that every citizen who visits Kartavya Path fall short to describe him! He
remembers Netaji’s dedication to duty. The Andaman and had such deep foresight that

Nicobar Islands, where the Azad Hind Government first hoisted
the tricolour, were given names bestowed by Netaji. Ross Island
has been renamed Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Dweep, and

one has to take several births
to comprehend it. He had so

Havelock and Neil Islands have been renamed Swaraj and much morale and courage, even
Shaheed Dweeps, respectively. in a formidable situation that
® On January 23, 2023, Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the the world’s greatest challenge

model of the national monument to be built on Netaji Subhas

. . also could not deter him. I bow
Chandra Bose Dweep and dedicated to Netaji.

down to Netaji Subhas Chandra

A museum dedicated to Netaji and the contributions of the Azad 1 hi
Hind Fauj has been established at the Red Fort. For the first Bose and salute him.

time, a national award has been instituted in Netaji’s name as the Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
Subhash Chandra Bose Aapda Prabandhan Puraskar.

as ‘Parakram Diwas', students from several Research and Training Institute for Democra-
schools paid tribute to Netaji Subhas Chandra cies (PRIDE). During this event, several young
Bose in the Central Hall of the Parliament under participants expressed their views on Netaji's
the ‘Know Your Leaders' programme. This pro- contribution to the freedom struggle and re-
gramme was organised by the Parliamentary membered his life values and ideals. @
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Rashtra Prerna Sthal

A Sy_mbol of Self-Resp_ect,
Unity and Service

On December 25th, the 101st birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee, who not
only transformed good governance but also wrote an indelible saga of valor through the Pokhran
and victory in Kargil, Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Rashtra Prerna Sthal
in Lucknow. This complex houses 65-foot-tall bronze statues of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee,
Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, and former Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, symbolizing their
significant contributions to political thought, nation-building, and public life.

of a united India with the mantra, “One country

cannot have two constitutions, two heads
of state, and two national symbols,” while Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya gave the principle of “Integral
Humanism,” setting the goal of Antyodaya (upliftment
of the poorest) for the betterment of every section
of society. This very stream of national welfare was
carried forward by the great poet and national hero of
nationalist thought, Atal Bihari Vajpayee. Inaugurating
the Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh, as
a tribute to the life and ideals of former Prime Minister
Atal Bihari Vajpayee, Prime Minister Modi said that De-
cember 25th is also a remarkable day as it marks the
birth anniversaries of two great personalities of the
country. Bharat Ratna Atal Bihari Vajpayee and Bharat
Ratna Mahamana Madan Mohan Malaviya—both

D r. Syama Prasad Mookerjee laid the foundation
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these great men protected India’s identity, unity, and
pride and left an indelible mark on nation-building.

Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee was a visionary leader
who dedicated his life to the unity, integrity, and
strong nation-building. Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya,
on the other hand, paved the way for making India a
self-reliant, prosperous, and culturally strong nation
by connecting it to its roots. Atal Bihari Vajpayee un-
equivocally established India as a strong global power
on the world map. 65-foot-tall bronze statues of these
three great national heroes have been installed at the
Rashtra Prerna Sthal in Lucknow, serving as tangible
representations of nationalist ideals and principles.
This remarkable confluence of thought, culture, and
national consciousness is poised to create a new,
inspiring narrative for a developed India and a devel-
oped Uttar Pradesh. PM Modi said that the inspiration



m The Lucknow Development Authority has
developed the Rashtra Prerna Sthal over an area
of 65 acres, shaped like a lotus flower.

m This is the same place where, until a few
months ago, there was a massive mountain of
6.5 lakh metric tons of garbage.

m With the strong resolve of the central and state
governments, the garbage has been scientifically
disposed of, and the entire area has been
transformed into a green and clean complex.

m The complex houses 65-foot-tall bronze
statues of Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee, Pandit
Deendayal Upadhyaya, and former Prime
Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, symbolizing
their indelible contributions to India's political
thought, nation-building, and public life.

m Built for Rs. 230 crore, this magnificent site
can accommodate 2 lakh people. The complex
includes a meditation hall, a library, a large
amphitheater with a capacity of three thousand
people, and a beautifully landscaped garden.

m The museum uses state-of-the-art technology
to present the glorious lives, philosophies,
struggles, and ideas of Dr. Syama Prasad
Mookerjee, Pandit Deendayal Upadhyaya, and
Atal Bihari Vajpayee through visual narratives.
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Prime Minister’s article.

The Rashtra Prerna Sthal is a symbol
of the ideology that has shown India
the path of self-respect, unity, and
service. The statues of Dr. Syama
Prasad Mookerjee, Pandit Deendayal
Upadhyaya, and Atal Bihari Vajpayee
stand tall, but the inspiration they
provide is even greater.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

of Dr. Mookerjee, Pandit Deendayal, and Atal Ji, their
visionary work, and these magnificent statues, form
a strong foundation for a developed India. Today,
their statues are filling us with new energy. Today, |
can proudly say that the hardworking people of Uttar
Pradesh are writing a new future. Uttar Pradesh was
once known for its poor law and order situation, but
today it is known for its development. Today, UP is
rapidly emerging on the country's tourism map. The
grand Ram Temple in Ayodhya and the Kashi Vishwa-
nath Dham are becoming symbols of a new identity in
the world. Modern structures like the Rashtra Prerna
Sthal further illuminate the new image of Uttar
Pradesh.

PAID RESPECTFUL TRIBUTE TO MAHARAJA
BIJLI PASI

December 25th also marks the birth anniversary
of Maharaja Bijli Pasi. The famous Bijli Pasi Fort
in Lucknow is not far from the Rashtra Prerna
Sthal. The legacy of valor, good governance,
and inclusivity left behind by Maharaja Bijli Pasi
has been proudly carried forward by the Pasi
community. It is also a coincidence that former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee issued a
postage stamp in honor of Maharaja Bijli Pasi in
the year 2000. In his address, PM Modi said that on
this auspicious day, | respectfully pay my tributes
to Maharaja Bijli Pasi. @
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| Felicitating youth
showing exceptional

courage and talent M

Inspired by the valour of the Sahibzadas, the central government started observing
December 26th as Veer Bal Diwas. In four years, this new tradition has not only brought
to the fore the inspiring stories of the Sahibzadas to the new generation but has also
created a platform for nurturing courageous and talented youth through the ‘Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar’. President Droupadi Murmu presented the Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar on Veer Bal Diwas, December 26, 2025. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi addressed the Veer Bal Diwas program at Bharat Mandapam...

Vee;: Bal Dlwas

Bal Puraskar is bestowed upon children

who have made exceptional contribu-
tions in fields such as art, bravery, social
service, and science. Among the 20 awardees
is Vaka Lakshmi Pragnika, the youngest at just
7 years old, demonstrating that talent knows
no age. It is because of such talented children
that India is being recognized as a chess
powerhouse on the world stage. The bravery
of awardees Ajay Raj and Mohammed Sidan P

g

Every year, the Pradhan Mantri Rashtriya

is very inspiring; they saved the lives of others
through their courage and quick thinking.
Sadly, nine-year-old Vyoma Priya and eleven-
year-old Bahadur Kamlesh Kumar lost their
lives while bravely saving the lives of others.
Among the awardees is ten-year-old
Shravan Singh, who, amidst the heightened
risks of war during Operation Sindoor, regu-
larly delivered water, milk, and lassi to Indian
soldiers stationed at the border near his
home. Shivani Hosuru Uppara, a Divyang, has

LA




I expect the youth of India
to dream big, work hard, and
never let their confidence
waver. India’s future will
be bright only if the future
of its children and youth is
bright. Their courage, their
talent, and their dedication
will guide the progress of the
nation.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Scan the OR code to watch the
Prime Minister’s full program.

Rashtriya Bal Puraskar | NATION -

Several Programs Organized on

Veer Bal Diwas

On Veer Bal Diwas, the Central Government organized
participatory programs across the country. These programs
aimed to inform and educate citizens about the extraordinary
courage and supreme sacrifice of the Sahibzadas, and to honor
and cherish the indomitable courage, sacrifice, and bravery of
these young heroes of the country. These activities included
storytelling, poetry recitation, poster making, and essay writing
competitions. Prime Minister Modi had announced on January
9, 2022, on the occasion of the Prakash Parv of Shri Guru
Gobind Singh, that December 26 would be observed as “Veer
Bal Diwas’ to commemorate the martyrdom of his sons,
Sahibzada Baba Zorawar Singh and Baba Fateh Singh.

Veer Bal Diwas: Cherishing the

bravery of sahibzadas

Veer Bal Diwas is a day that cherishes child bravery and
reverence. Sahibzada Ajit Singh, Sahibzada Jujhar Singh,
Sahibzada Zorawar Singh, and Sahibzada Fateh Singh had to
confront the biggest power of their time at a very young age.
That confrontation was between the fundamental ideals of India
and religious fanaticism; it was a battle of truth versus falsechood.
On one side of that battle was the Tenth Guru, Shti Guru
Gobind Singh Ji, and on the other side was the ruler Aurangzeb.
The Sahibzadas were very young at that time, but this made no
difference to Aurangzeb and his cruelty. Our Gurus were not
ordinary human beings. They were the embodiment of penance
and sacrifice. The brave Sahibzadas inherited that legacy from
them. Therefore, not a single Sahibzada wavered. The words of
Sahibzada Ajit Singh still tell the story of his courage: "My name
is Ajit (unconquerable), I will not be conquered; even if I am
defeated, I will not return alive!"

and culture. | would say to these awardees, this

achieved extraordinary feats in the world of sports,
overcoming economic and physical limitations,
while Vaibhav Suryavanshi has carved a niche for
himself in the highly competitive world of cricket,
setting numerous records. All the award-winning
children have accomplished remarkable feats.
Speaking at the Veer Bal Diwas program in
the presence of the recipients of the Pradhan
Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said that some of them have
displayed exceptional bravery, while others have
done commendable work in the fields of social
service and environment. Some have innovated
in science and technology, while many young
people are contributing to the fields of sports, art,

honor is not only for you, but it is also a tribute to
the hard work of your parents, your teachers, and
your mentors.

It is said, ‘ST USded Jaraead HATOI:,”
which means, if even a young child says some-
thing wise, it should be accepted. That is, age does
not determine who is small or who is great. You
become great through your actions and achieve-
ments. At the program, Prime Minister Modi said
that even at a young age, you can do things that
inspire others. You have demonstrated this. These
achievements should be seen only as a beginning.
You have to go much further. You have to take
your dreams to the sky. @
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SHANTTI Bill, 2025

The bedrock for a Safe,
Clean, and Strong Future

Safety First, Production Later’

India is moving forward with its commitment to Net Zero @2070. To strengthen
this commitment, it is also working towards achieving a target of 100 gigawatts
of nuclear power capacity to ensure an uninterrupted supply to meet the growing
energy demand by 2047. With this vision, Parliament has passed the Sustainable
Harnessing and Advancement of Nuclear Energy for Transforming India Bill-
2025, or the SHANTI Bill, which clearly demonstrates India’s confidence, scientific
maturity, and responsibility in adopting global clean energy...

transformation in life brought about by clean

energy. This bill was introduced to modernize
India’s civilian nuclear energy sector. Through this
bill, India will take steps towards modernizing its
nuclear energy sector. Under this bill, private com-
panies will be able to participate in the operation of
nuclear power plants, electricity generation, equip-
ment manufacturing, and certain selected activities,
while safety and strategic control will remain with
the government. Furthermore, obtaining prior per-
mission will be mandatory for all activities related
to radiation exposure. This bill consolidates and

The SHANTI Bill, 2025, is not just a bill but a new
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rationalizes the provisions of the Atomic Energy
Act, 1962, and the Civil Liability for Nuclear Damage
(CLND) Act, 2010. It also grants statutory status to
the Atomic Energy Regulatory Board.

This bill provides a regulatory framework for the
use of nuclear and radiation technologies in health-
care, agriculture, industry, research, and other
peaceful applications. It exempts limited activities,
such as those related to research, development,
and innovation, from licensing, and also grants
formal statutory recognition to the Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB) to strengthen regulatory
independence and authority.



No Compromise on Nuclear
Safety Everything Clear in the Bill

m Now a Law for Safety: Safety is no longer just a

“good practice,” but a strict legal obligation. All safety

regulations are now enshrined in a single, clear, and
unified law.

m Strong Nuclear “Oversight Body”: The SHANTI
Bill grants statutory status to the Atomic Energy
Regulatory Board (AERB). It now has the legal
authority to inspect any nuclear plant, detect defects,
and immediately shut it down if safety standards are
not met.

m Equal Rules for All: Private companies will also have

to go through a rigorous multi-stage licensing process,
whether selecting a site, constructing, or commencing

operations.

m Emphasis on New Generation Safety: The bill
promotes small modular reactors (SMRs), which have

passive safety systems. This reduces the risk of human

€rrof.

m Clear licensing rules: Who can build and operate a
nuclear plant is now clearly defined. Accountability
becomes completely clear.

m High-risk functions will remain with the central
government: The SHANTI Bill allows private
participation in some areas, but highly sensitive
functions like the fuel cycle will remain under the
control of the central government.

m Safety mandatory at every stage: Safety inspections
are now legally required at every stage, from plant
installation to decommissioning,

m Permission required before every work: Any work that

could pose a radiation risk will require prior special
safety clearance.

THERE WILL BE NO REDUCTION IN
COMPENSATION

Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh clarified that the bill
establishes graded liability limits to encourage partic-
ipation by small investors. There will be no reduction
in compensation to victims. If the damage caused by
an accident exceeds the operator's prescribed liabili-
ty limit, the government will provide full and effective
compensation through Nuclear Liability Fund and in-
ternational agreements. Furthermore, the definition
of “nuclear damage” has been expanded to explicitly
include environmental damage.

Nuclear Energy | NATION -

The passage of the
SHANTI Bill is a significant
transformative moment for

our technology landscape—
my gratitude to the MPs who
supported its passage. From
safely operating artificial
intelligence to enabling green
manufacturing, this bill provides
decisive momentum to the clean
energy future of the country
and the world. It also opens up
numerous opportunities for the
private sector and our youth.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

FOSTERING NATIONAL INTEREST
WITHOUT COMPROMISING NATIONAL
INTEREST

India will adopt only those international best
practices that are relevant to the country's spe-
cific circumstances and interests. In this process,
India’s strategic autonomy, national interests, or
conventional strengths will not be compromised in
any way. The SHANTI Bill is strictly limited to civilian
nuclear energy use, with uranium enrichment levels
limited to the reactor's requirements. It is not in
any way connected to weapons-grade activities.
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yth: Nuclear energy will make electricity expensive:g

Nuclear energy provides reliable 24x7 power,
and fuel costs remain stable.

m Plants operate for 60-80 years, meaning electricity
bills will become cheaper and more stable over time.

Myth: This reform is only for big industrialists.

Whe SHANTT Bill will create new opportunities
for MSMEs and startups from 2025.

m Participation in the supply of thousands of components,
innovation in Al health, and new materials.

m No need for expensive plants for research.

[Myth: Nuclear energy is being privatized,

Not privatization! Government control over
nuclear fuel.

m The government will maintain control over safety,
security, and monitoring of spent fuel.

m Private companies will bring investment and
employment.

IMyth: Nuclear energy is a threat to India’s future.

MNuclear energy reduces pollution. It reduces
dependence on coal and oil.

m It helps in the development of new
sectors like electric vehicles (EVs), artificial
intelligence (Al), and green hydrogen.

Myth: Nuclear energy is only for electricity,

MNuclear technology is also used in

By Ban |

The SHANTI Bill, 2025, will open up new opportu-
nities for international cooperation. International
cooperation will pave the way for the development
of nuclear reactors, while the bill provides a clear
regulatory framework for international cooperation
in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy.

The Sustainable Harnessing and Advancement of
Nuclear Energy for Transforming India Bill (SHANTI)
Bill, 2025, is an important step in achieving the goals
of the next phase of India’s nuclear energy journey.
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cancer treatment, food security, clean drinking water,
and agricultural improvements. With the new bill,
nuclear energy will not only generate electricity but
also bring about widespread changes in life.

Myth: Private companies will compromise on safety.

No operator will be allowed without a
government license, security clearance, and
mandatory insurance.

m If rules are broken, the government can shut down
or take control of the plant. No compromise on

safety.

The SHANTI Bill will be
remembered in history as one
of the biggest science reforms

of the Modi government.

Dr. Jitendra Singh
Union Minister of Science
and Technology

By modernizing the legal framework and strengthen-
ing institutional oversight, it lays the foundation for a
more efficient, forward-looking, innovative, and safe
nuclear energy ecosystem. This bill will strengthen
India’s Atomic Energy Mission’s target of 100 gigawatts
of nuclear power capacity by 2047. As the country
moves towards energy self-reliance and technological
advancement, this law can play a decisive role in
accelerating the development of India's nuclear
energy and the broader energy landscape. @



Legendary Sculptor Ram Sutar Passes Away

His Art
Infused Life
into Stone

Born: February 19, 1925 | Died: December 18, 2025

Renowned and distinguished sculptor Ram Vanji Sutar, who designed the world’s tallest
statue, the ‘Statue of Unity’in Gujarat, passed away on December 18, 2025. His art did
not merely shape stone, but infused it with life. A creator of historical sculptures, He also
played a significant role in the restoration of the sculptures of Ajanta and Ellora. Through
his extraordinary contributions, he not only enriched India’s artistic and cultural heritage
but will continue to inspire future generations...

gold medalist from the J.J. School of Art
Aand Architecture in Mumbai, Ram Sutar

was born in 1925 in the Dhule district of
Maharashtra. President Droupadi Murmu, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, Union Home Minister
Amit Shah, and several other dignitaries expressed
their condolences on his passing and remembered
his contributions. Expressing his grief on Ram
Sutar's demise, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
wrote on X, “Deeply saddened by the passing of
Shri Ram Sutar Ji. He was an outstanding sculptor
whose art gave India several iconic monuments,
including the Statue of Unity in Kevadia. His works
will always be cherished as powerful expressions
of India’s history, culture, and collective spirit. He
has immortalized national pride for generations to
come. His creations will continue to inspire artists
and citizens alike. My heartfelt condolences to
his family, admirers, and all those touched by his

wonderful life and work. Om Shanti.”

Sutar was awarded the Padma Shri in 1999 and
the Padma Bhushan in 2016. He was also recently
honored with the Maharashtra Bhushan Award,
the state's highest award. His famous sculptures of
Mahatma Gandhi in a meditative pose and Chhatra-
pati Shivaji on horseback in the Parliament complex
are among his finest creations. He was 100 years old
at the time of his death. Describing his passing as an
irreparable loss to the Indian art world, Union Home
and Cooperation Minister Amit Shah said, “May God
grant peace to the departed soul and give strength
to his family and admirers to bear this grief.”

Ram Sutar also played a significant role in the
construction of the 108-foot-tall bronze statue of Sri
Nadaprabhu Kempegowda in Bengaluru. Further-
more, he contributed to the creation of humerous
statues in India and abroad that have enhanced
India’s prestige. @
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Jordan, Ethiopia, and Oman

Three Countries, One Message
Cooperation, Development, and Trust

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Jordan, Ethiopia, and Oman is a watershed moment in
strengthening the bridges of civilization, culture, and cooperation with these three nations. The
dialogues and meetings held during this visit gave a new thrust to the efforts to promote shared

heritage, strategic partnerships, and future possibilities. It marks the advent of a new era of
mutual cooperation, trust, and partnership with these countries...

ndia’s bilateral relations reached another

milestone as it marked the 75th anniversary of

diplomatic relations between India and Jordan

and the 70th anniversary with Oman. Meanwhile,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to these three
countries, including his maiden visit to Ethiopia, has
given new momentum to strategic relations. His visit
covered a wide range of issues, including enhancing
and strengthening mutual cooperation, exploring
new opportunities for shared development and
prosperity, and promoting regional peace, prosperi-
ty, security, and stability. Prime Minister Modi's visit
to Jordan, Ethiopia, and Oman between December
15 and 18, 2025, assumes significance in many
other respects as well.

In the first leg of his journey, PM Modi arrived
in Jordan, where he was welcomed by Jordanian
Prime Minister Dr. Jafar Hassan at Amman airport.
This first full-fledged bilateral visit by an Indian
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Agreements between India and Jordan

Technical cooperation in the field of new and
renewable energy.

Cooperation in the field of water resoutce
management and development.

Agreement on twinning between Petra and Ellora.

m Renewal of the cultural exchange program for the
years 2025-2029.

Letter of Intent on Cooperation in the field of
sharing successful digital solutions implemented at
a population scale for digital transformation

Prime Minister to Jordan took place after a span
of 37 years. During the visit, PM Modi also met
with King Abdullah Il of Jordan. The King of Jordan
supported India’s fight against terrorism and con-
demned all forms of terrorism. The two leaders
discussed strengthening cooperation between the



India-Jordan Joint Statement

m Political Relations: Both countries agreed to
expand cooperation and stand together as reliable
partners to advance their respective development
aspirations. The fifth round of political
consultations will be held in New Delhi.

m Economic Cooperation: India has become
Jordan’s third-largest trading partner. It was also
agreed to hold the 11th Trade and Economic Joint
Committee meeting in the first half of 2026 to
review the progress in economic and trade relations.

m Technology and Education: Bilateral cooperation
in the fields of digital technology and education was
reviewed. Both sides also agreed to cooperate in
ensuring a secure, trustworthy, reliable, and inclusive
digital environment.

m Health: Agreement to advance telemedicine and
share expertise in capacity building for training the
healthcare workforce.

m Agriculture: Acknowledged the crucial role of
the agricultural sector in promoting food security
and nutrition. Expressed a shared commitment to
strengthening cooperation in this sectof.

m Green and Sustainable Development: Discussed
the importance of enhancing cooperation in the
fields of climate change, environment, sustainable
development, and encouraging the use of new
and renewable energy. Agreement for technical
cooperation in the field of new and renewable
energy.

m Cultural Cooperation: Both sides welcomed the
signing of the Cultural Exchange Program for the
period 2025-2029. Cooperation in the fields of

two countries in the areas of trade and investment,
defense and security, renewable energy, fertilizers
and agriculture, innovation, information technolo-
gy and infrastructure, health and pharmaceuticals,
tourism, heritage, culture, and bilateral relations.
India is Jordan's third-largest trading partner. PM
Modi said that the goal is to increase bilateral trade
between the two countries to $5 billion in the next
five years. He stressed that India’s strength in the
pharmaceutical and medical equipment sectors
and Jordan’'s advantageous geographical location
can complement each other. Referring to India's
green initiatives, Prime Minister Modi suggested

PM Modi's Three-Nation Visit | INTERNATIONAL [l

music, dance, theatre, art, archives, libraries, and
literature, and festivals.

m Multilateral cooperation: Both sides recognized
biofuels as a sustainable, low-carbon alternative
to fulfill commitments to reduce emissions and
ensure greater economic and social development
for the people of both counttries.

greater business cooperation between India and
Jordan in the areas of renewable energy, green fi-
nancing, and water recycling. Jordan is a significant
supplier of fertilizers to India. Companies from
both countries have discussed making substantial
investments in Jordan to meet the growing demand
for phosphatic fertilizers in India. King Abdullah 1l
said Jordan's Free Trade Agreements and India’s
economic power could be combined to create an
economic corridor between South Asia and West
Asia and beyond. @

Scan the QR code to watch the
Prime Minister’s full program.
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Ethiopia Visit
$5 Billion Investment

Creates 75,000 Job
Opportunities

Prime Minister Narendra Modi met and held discussions with
Ethiopian Prime Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed at the National
Palace. During the talks, both leaders agreed to elevate India-
Ethiopia relations to the level of a strategic partnership. Prime
Minister Modi emphasized that making the African Union a
part of the G20 during India’s presidency in 2023 was a special
honor for India. Prime Minister Modi expressed gratitude to
Ethiopia for showing solidarity in the wake of the Pahalgam
terrorist attack.

The two leaders reviewed the progress made in the
multifaceted partnership between India and Ethiopia in
various sectors, including trade and investment, innovation
and technology, education and capacity building, and defense
cooperation. PM Narendra Modi said that Indian companies
have invested more than $5 billion in the Ethiopian economy.
This has created over 75,000 local jobs, primarily in sectors
such as manufacturing and pharmaceuticals. Both Prime
Ministers reaffirmed their commitment to working together
to address the concerns of the Global South. Cooperation
on multilateral forums, including the United Nations, was
discussed. They called for greater cooperation on issues such as
climate change, renewable energy, and disaster risk reduction.

Outcomes of the Ethiopia visit

Upgrading bilateral relations to a 'Strategic Partnership' level.

PM Modi addressed the joint
session of the Ethiopian
Parliament

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the
joint session of the Ethiopian Parliament on
December 17. On this occasion, PM Modi
emphasized that both countries combine ancient
wisdom with modern aspirations. In this context,
he said that both India’s national song, Vande
Mataram, and Ethiopia’s national anthem address
their respective lands as mother. Speaking about
the shared struggles of both countries, PM Modi
said that in 1941, Indian soldiers fought alongside
Ethiopian soldiers in the struggle for Ethiopia’s
liberation. He said it was an honor for him to
pay tribute to the Adwa Victory Monument,

a symbol of the sacrifices of the Ethiopian
people. Discussing India’s commitment to
strengthening and expanding the India-Ethiopia
partnership, PM Modi, while referring to the
principle of “Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam™ (the
world is one family), said that it was a privilege
for India to supply vaccines to Ethiopia during
the COVID-19 pandemic. PM Modi thanked
Ethiopia for showing solidarity in strengthening
the global fight against terrorism.

Scan the OR code to watch the
Prime Minister’s full program.

G20 Common Framework.

Agreement on cooperation and mutual administrative
assistance in customs matters.

m Doubling of scholarships for Ethiopian scholars under the

ICCR scholarship program.

m Agreement on establishing a data center at the Ethiopian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

m Special short-term courses for Ethiopian students and
professionals in the field of Artificial Intelligence under the
ITEC program. India will assist in enhancing capacity in
maternal health and newborn care at the Mahatma Gandhi
Hospital in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

m Agreement on cooperation in training for UN peacekeeping
operations.

m Agreement on debt restructuring for Ethiopia under the
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PM Modi Receives Honors
from Ethiopia and Oman

Prime Minister Narendra Modi was awarded
Ethiopia’s highest honor, the ‘Great Honor
Nishan of Ethiopia,” by Ethiopian Prime
Minister Dr. Abiy Ahmed, while Sultan
Haitham bin Tarik of Oman conferred

the ‘Order of Oman’ on PM Modi for his
exceptional contribution to promoting India-
Oman relations and visionary leadership. PM
Modi received this honor for his exceptional
contribution to strengthening the mutual
partnership and his visionary leadership as

a global statesman. PM Modi dedicated this
award to all the Indian and Ethiopian people
who have nurtured bilateral relations over the
centuries.

Path Ahead for India-Oman Will Be More Efficient

Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement knowledge and innovative systems necessary to

m Strengthening and developing close economic and advance human and socio-economic development
commercial ties. goals. Executive Programme for cooperation in

m Increasing trade between the two countries by millet cultivation and agri-food innovation
reducing trade bartiers and creating a stable m Establishment of a framework for cooperation
framework. between India’s scientific expertise and Oman’s

favorable agro-climatic conditions to advance the

m Opening up opportunities in all major sectors of ) i )
production, research, and promotion of millets.

the economy, promoting economic growth, job
creation, and investment flows. Adoption of a Joint Vision Document on Maritime
Cooperation

Agreement in the Field of Maritime Heritage and
Museums m Strengthening cooperation in the areas of regional

m Establishment of a collaborative partnership to maritime security, the blue economy, and the

support maritime museums, including the National
Maritime Heritage Complex in Lothal.

sustainable use of marine resources.

m Facilitating the exchange of artifacts and expertise,
joint exhibitions, research, and capacity building to
promote shared maritime heritage, boost tourism,
and strengthen bilateral cultural relations.

Agreement in the Field of Agriculture and Allied
Sectors

m The framework umbrella document in the field
of Agriculture, as well as allied sectors of animal
husbandry and fisheries.

m Cooperation in advancements in agricultural science
and technology, enhancement of horticulture,
integrated farming systems, and micro-irrigation.

Scan the OR code to watch the
Prime Minister’s full program.

Agreement in the Field of Higher Education

m Decision to jointly research to develop the R
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India-Oman’s
Shared Future

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
addressed the India-Oman Business
Forum in Muscat, which was attended
by leading business representatives
from both countries in the fields

of energy, agriculture, logistics,
infrastructure, manufacturing,
healthcare, financial services, green
development, education, and
connectivity. Prime Minister Modi
highlighted the centuties-old maritime
trade relations between the two
countries, from Mandvi to Muscat,
which form the basis of vibrant
commercial exchanges today. PM
Modi urged industrialists to utilize the
full potential of the Comprehensive
Economic Partnership Agreement
(CEPA) between India and Oman,
which he described as a blueprint

for the shared future of India and

Oman. India is on track to become the

world’s third-largest economy, driven
by policy reforms, good governance,
and investor confidence. To make the
trade partnership future-ready, PM
Modi proposed the creation of an

India-Oman Agti Innovation Hub and

an India-Oman Innovation Bridge.
He said these are not just ideas, but
invitations to invest, innovate, and
build the future together.

‘Knowledge’
has been at the
heart of India-
Oman relations

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addressed the Indian
community in Muscat. He
said he was very happy to
meet the Indian diaspora
from different parts of
the country settled in
Oman. Diversity is the
foundation of Indian
culture, a value that helps
them easily integrate into
any society they become a
part of. The centuries-old
relations between India and
Oman are being further
strengthened today by the
hard work and unity of
the diaspora. ‘Knowledge’
has been at the heart of
India-Oman relations, and
he congratulated the Indian
schools on completing

50 years. Addressing the
Indian community, PM
Modi invited students

to participate in ISRO’s
YUVIKA program, which
is specifically for young
people.




Munishwar Chandra Dawar | PERSONALITY -

Dr Munishwar Chandra Dawar, who treated millions of patients during his lifetime, even in this
period of high inflation, used to charge just 20 rupees to the patients. For this reason, veteran
army physician Dr Munishwar Chandra Dawar was revered by the people of Madhya Pradesh as
a godlike figure for the underprivileged. He was awarded the Padma Shri in 2023 for his selfless
service to society and contributions to medicine. His spirit of public service will continue to
inspire people for generations to come...

Born: January 16, 1946 Died: July 4, 2025

unishwar Chandra Dawar, who made public
M service the sole purpose of his life, was born

on January 16, 1946, in undivided India, now
part of Pakistan. After the partition, his family moved
to India. In 1967, he obtained his medical degree
from Jabalpur and dedicated himself to serving the
people. Later, he joined the Indian Army and served
there for about a year during the 1971 Indo-Pakistan
war. During his posting in Bangladesh during the
war, he treated many injured soldiers. After the war,
due to health reasons, he took early retirement in
1972 and decided to continue serving humanity in
Jabalpur, where he opened his own clinic. He started
treating patients for just 2 rupees and remained ded-
icated to this service for nearly five decades.

One lesson learnt from his teacher became his
guiding principle for life. His teacher had told him
that the medical profession is for serving people,
not for exploiting them. These words changed the
direction of his life. The impact of his good and
affordable treatment was such that his clinic was

always crowded with patients. His sole purpose was
to serve the people. His commitment to service was
so strong that he continued treating patients for 50
years. Initially, he charged only 2 rupees as a fee,
which later increased to 5, 10, 15, and 20 rupees.
Considered a symbol of affordable healthcare, Dr
Dawar also campaigned against drug addiction and
was very aware of social issues.

In 2023, when Dr Dawar was awarded the Padma
Shri, the President of India, Droupadi Murmu,
presented him with the honour. He had also re-
ceived several other accolades. Furthermore, when
Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Jabalpur, he
personally met with Dr Dawar and enquired about
his health and well-being. PM Modi remarked that
many people in Jabalpur and the surrounding areas
appreciated his efforts in treating the poor and
underprivileged. In April 2024, JP Nadda also met
with Dr Dawar at his home. Dr Dawar, a symbol of
service, dedication, and compassion, passed away
onJuly 4,2025. ¢
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World Book Fair 2026

To Honour Valour and Wisdom of Indian Military

his year, the book fair is dedicated
Tto the Indian Army’s contributions to

the nation since independence, titled
“Indian Army History: Valour and Wisdom
@75". This event is particularly significant
following India’s display of prowess in Op-
eration Sindoor. Since its inception in 1972,
the fair has become a major event in the
global literary calendar, bridging the gap
between books and readers. Publishers,
authors, researchers, and readers of all
ages gather under one roof. In the last few
decades, the book fair has evolved from a
mere marketplace for books into a global
platform for presenting Indian knowledge,
encompassing ideas and dialogue.

This year's 53rd edition of the book fair
commenced on January 10th at Bharat
Mandapam, New Delhi, and will continue
until January 18th. Organized by the Na-
tional Book Trust, Ministry of Education,
the World Book Fair features over 600
events with more than 1,000 speakers. It
includes over 1,000 publishers represent-
ing 35 countries. This year, the book fair
showcases the Army, Navy, and Air Force
collectively, not only as India’'s defence
line but also as pillars of national unity. It
features 500 books on the history, security,
and strategy of the Indian Armed Forces,
authored by serving and retired officers.

s

When citizens read,
the country leads.

Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

ﬁ NEW INDIA SAMACHAR | | January 16-31, 2026
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PM-YUVA 3.0 Declared: 43 Young
Authors Selected

43 young authors have been selected under the Prime
Minister’s Young Authors Mentorship Scheme 3.0,
implemented by the National Book Trust (NBT) India,
under the Ministry of Education. The scheme aims to
identify and mentor budding authors, providing them with
training opportunities, editorial support, and scholarships
to publish their books. This will encourage young authors
to contribute to nation-building through their writing and
ideas, in line with the National Education Policy 2020. In
this phase, 43 young authors under the age of 30 have been
selected at the national level based on their book proposals
in 22 official Indian languages and English. Among the

43 budding authors, there are 19 women and 24 men. The
book proposals of these authors will be developed into
books under the mentorship of renowned scholars for a
period of six months. Each selected author will receive a
scholarship of Rs. 50,000 per month and a lifetime royalty
of 10 percent on the published book. @
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Conservation Efforts Get A Fi

Towards 100
Ramsar Sites

Environmental conservation efforts
are paying off well, as Siliserh Lake
in Alwar, Rajasthan, and Kopra
Jalashay in Bilaspur, Chhattisgarh,
have been declared Wetlands

of International Importance,

or Ramsar Sites. It once again
reinforces India’s commitment

to nature conservation and
preservation. This is a spectacular
achievement that underscores the
nation’s collective efforts towards
protecting rich biodiversity,
conservation of water resources,
climate security, and sustainable
livelihoods...

m Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, India
is rapidly advancing in the field
of biodiversity and heritage
conservation. It is right on track to
achieve recognition for 100 Ramsar
sites in the country.

Number of Ramsar sites in India

@ 269%
2014 increase

Area covered by Ramsar sites in country

Mote 13 6 lakh hectares across 26
Than " states and union territories.

Siliserh Lafke
(Abwar, Rajasthan)
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