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Tune in to Mann Ki Baat by scanning QR Code

Mann Ki Baat has always inspired people with Prime Minister Narendra Modi telling the tale of people 
serving the society. To tide over the second wave of Covid crisis, PM had long deliberations with experts 
from myriad sectors including pharma professionals, vaccine manufacturers, those involved with oxygen 

production, and medical experts. An excerpt:

‘WE ALSO HAVE TO TAKE 
FULL CARE WITH DAWAI 

BHI, KADAI BHI’!

PM: Dr Shashank, You are deeply involved in saving lives, day and night. I’d like you to tell 
people about the Second Wave; how different it is medically, what precautions are necessary?
Dr Shashank: This virus is moving faster than the first wave and 80 to 90 per cent people do 
not show any symptoms. But there is nothing to fear and we shall overcome this wave too. 
Covid has a 14 to 21 day’s timetable, in which we should avail of the doctor’s advice.

PM: Dr Naveed, question is raised of panic management. Through your experience, what will 
you answer them?
Dr Naveed:  We must follow the SOPs such as wearing masks, using hand sanitizers…beyond 
that, if we maintain physical distance and avoid social gatherings, we can carry on with our 
daily work.

PM: The experience that you have with Covid patients, people of the country would definitely 
like to hear that because sisters and nurses are closest to the patient. Please tell us...
Bhavana: We do our duties for 14 days and after that, we are given rest. Then after 2 months 
our Covid duties are repeated sir. All the patients were so frightened by the name Covid. To 
remove their fear we gave them a very healthy environment.

PM: Ambulance drivers are also working in a godlike manner! Prem Verma ji, who is an 
ambulance driver. Do tell us about your experiences.
Prem: While reaching to patients we wear our kit including gloves and mask, and drop patients 
in the hospital of their choice. Now my mom insists that I quit this job. I  told her- "mother if I 
too leave the job and sit idle, then who will carry these patients"?

PM: Preeti Chaturvedi of Gurugram recently defeated Covid. Share some experiences of the 
state of your suffering?
Preeti: As soon as I was diagnosed positive, I quarantined myself and consulted with doctors. 
I started the prescribed medication. In addition, I started yoga. Along with that I also started 
taking kadha decoction. I took a lot of fluid, gargled, inhaled steam and took hot water. I have 
not stopped doing Yoga.
* I once again urge all of you to get vaccinated and we also have to take full care. ‘Dawai Bhi, 
Kadai Bhi’!

Episode 23:  April 25, 2021Mann Ki Baat 2.0
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FROM EDITOR’S DESK
Sadar Namaskar,

The second wave of Corona is definitely testing our patience, and the extent to which  
we can all tolerate the grief. The country fought the first wave of this global pandemic with 
solidarity, and set an exemplary example to the world. But the slightest lapse in observing 
COVID protocol has shaken public life badly in this second wave. And its impact was seen 
on oxygen and medicines. But the country’s leadership has made better use of technology 
and resources to tackle the new wave of the pandemic with sensitivity and on a war-footing.

Whether it was increasing the supply of oxygen or medicines, arranging beds in hospitals, 
the army, on which the country relies during times of crisis, was also called in. Other 
countries are also standing by India. The Prime Minister had to once again take over the 
leadership of the entire arrangement, and within 28 days he held more than 17 important 
meetings to take swift actions for meeting all health needs at this time. At the same time, 
mechanisms have been put in place to deliver the world’s most reliable indigenous vaccine 
to the youth. While all these efforts are improving the structure to fight Corona, it is also 
a matter of great satisfaction that the number of recoveries is increasing steadily. This 
is the result of improving the health infrastructure and making health the cornerstone of 
Government policies. All these efforts of the Government are a part of this issue of the New 
India Samachar.

The leadership of the country is fighting in this war with utmost sensitivity and full 
accountability and the need for all kinds of medicines and hospitals is being fulfilled, so 
there is no need to panic because prevention is the most effective way to deal with it. 
The Government’s efforts and the journey of ‘New India’ so far, make up special readable 
content in this issue. Hopefully, the reading material about how the country is overcoming 
challenges with the help of knowledge, will instil in you a confidence and trust in the 
country’s leadership.  

Finally, unless we are completely free from Corona, we all have to take precautions like 
social distancing, using masks and getting vaccinated. 

May you all be healthy and keep giving your suggestions as usual.
 Address : Bureau of Outreach and Communication, 
   IInd Floor, Soochna Bhawan, New Delhi - 110003 
e-mail  : response-nis@pib.gov.in

(Jaideep Bhatnagar)
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UNIFIED TESTING FOR 

BETTER SELECTION
NATIONAL TESTING AGENCY

National Testing Agency brings about a radical change in the country’s 

education system matching global standards

...Panchayati Raj 

System to lead 

us to Self-Reliant 

India

Special 

Article on 

Panchayati  

Raj Day

Page-6-7

Digital Calender
The Government of India’s 
digital calendar and diary 

provides latest information 
on various schemes, events 

and publictions of the 
Government along with a list 

of official holidays and various 
important dates

It can be downloaded from Google Play Store and iOS

https://goicalendar.gov.in/

Google Play Store link iOS link 
https://play.google.com/store/
apps/details?id=in.gov.calendar

https://apps.apple.com/in/app/
goi-calendar/id1546365594

 My hearty praises to New India Samachar 
for providing wonderful stories of inspiring 
people. The research work done is really 
appreciated and aspiring. The views of the 
government are shown in a summarised and 
subtle way. Once again thank you for your 
efforts to collect true information and present 
it to the citizens.

Manasvi Garg
bhartigarg879@gmail.com

I am glad to see this news opening where 
we can trust the news. My suggestion is  
please do aggressive marketing to promote 
your channel/paper so that the fake news 
spreaders can be countered. They are able to 
spread their fake news and lies much more 
efficiently than Truth. The right news should 
be so widely spread that fake narratives do not 
stand a chance in front of the right news. We 
wish to see truth triumph.

Mamta Aggarwal
mamta.aggarwal4@gmail.com

I am indeed happy to receive the monthly 
newsletter The New India Samachar. I request 
your kind self to provide this newsletter in a 
downloadable format for offline reading and 
for reference purposes in over college Library.

Miss. Samlamgwangle
stxaviercollegejalukie@gmail.com

New India Samachar is a very nice and useful 
Samachar, can you provide a downloading 
system so we can take a printout and provide 
it to other family members (UPSC/MPSC 
students) for reading.

Ananta Pore
ananta.pore@yashada.org

It's really a very nice and innovative step for 
the bright future of the nation. The National 
Test Agency is now the need of the hour. 
I personally feel that the changes and 
renovations in national educational programs 
are the crucial factors and may also be the 
game-changer for the improved quality of 
citizens of the country which could ultimately 
lead to the future bright path towards the 
nation's development. The implementation 
of new educational programs can only 
be fruitful if the  educational assessment 
programs are very appropriate. We as the 
experts or even citizens of the country should 
be very positive about it.

Dr Anil Warkar
warkar.anil@gmail.com
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Together
We Shall Win…

“Health is the basis of every success and prosperity, whether it is related to one person, 
family or society, or the entire nation.” These words become more significant at a time 

when India is going through  one of the worst phase of the Corona epidemic. We all 
have to fight and win this crisis together…

n Emphasis on Tests, Tracing, Treatment: 
In a review meeting on April 4,  in view of 
the increasing Corona cases, the Prime 
Minister directed that proper management 
of health facilities should be based on the 
basis of the Covid Protocol based on the 
mantra of test, trace and treatment. He 
directed that focus should be based on  
future needs and requirements.

n Instructions to Increase RT PCR Test:  
In a meeting with chief ministers of all 
states, directions were given to intensify 
Corona vaccination through ‘Tika Utsav’ in 
the country from April 11 to 14. Emphasis 
was laid on increasing the share of RT PCR 
test to 70 per cent in testing.

Rapid Supply of Medicines Including 
Oxygen, Emphasis on Vaccination

Corona cases in India once again started 
rising rapidly in April. Amid this second wave 
of crisis Prime Minister Narendra Modi held 

more than 20 meetings with oxygen suppliers, 
drug manufacturers, vaccine manufacturers 

as well as chief ministers and experts in April. 
In fact, 10 meetings took place in last 10 

days of April. The Prime Minister 
has spoken to the Heads of 

State of Russia, Japan and the 
US about the situation and 

preparedness in India. 
Let’s learn how the 

Government is preparing 
amid the second wave…

Preparing to Deal with the Second Wave

War Against COVID-19
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In view of the increasing demand for oxygen in the country, instructions were issued to increase 
production. To ensure timely delivery of oxygen, tanker drivers were asked to work in shifts so 
that the supply continued unhindered round the clock. Increasing the oxygen quota of states, 

instructions were issued for supply of liquid medical oxygen. Government even imported 
oxygen from other countries to meet the requirement. Steel companies were asked to convert 

nitrogen tankers into oxygen tankers.

RAMPING UP THE FACILITIES FOR AUGMENTING 
OXYGEN PRODUCTION

PSA (Pressure Swing 
Adoption) Medical 
Oxygen Production 
Plants are being set up 
through PM Cares Fund

MT/day oxygen 
production has started in 
the country in April 2021

have already been 
commissioned, the 
rest of the plants will 
also be commissioned 
by May

Portable oxygen 
concentrator purchase 
approved from PM 
Cares Fund

551 9250 

33 1,00,000

From Industry to Other Countries, 
Support Poured in for India

5700 500 
MT/day the 
production of liquid 
medical oxygen in the 
country till August 
2020

more PSA oxygen 
plants will be set up 
by DRDO in next 3 
months through PM 
Cares Fund

1,02,400  
Oxygen cylinders given to states last year. 
1,27,000 cylinders more being provided for 

uninterrupted oxygen supply
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Armed Forces Awaken Trust

n  Railways introduced special train ‘Oxygen 
Express’ for adequate supply of oxygen in 
States

n 64,000 beds with oxygen availability provided in 
4,000 railway coaches. These are being sent as 
per the States’ demand 

Ban on Remdesivir Export Railways Gear Up

For every Indian, the armed 
forces are synonymous with 

trust and self-confidence. 
In order to save time in this 
hour of crisis, the Air Force 

is transporting empty oxygen 
tankers to the production 
plants using its aircrafts

The Navy is also transporting 
oxygen. The Army launched 
Covid Care Centres to take 
care of Corona patients in 
several cities. The medical 
staff, who retired in the last 
two years, were again called 
for service

n People’s Participation: The 
Prime Minister met with the 
Governors of all States to review 
the resources required in terms 
of COVID-19 protocol including 
ventilators, testing kits. An 
appeal was made for people’s 
participation in the fight against 
Corona. Talking to the people 
on April 20, Prime Minister 
Modi talked about the country’s 
preparedness in the second war 
against Corona and called upon 
the people to fight hard.

n Focus on Small Cities: 
Special attention laid on small 
and medium category cities in 
view of the increasing number 
of patients there. Patients are 
being provided with online 
counselling facility from home. 
ICMR and the Health Ministry 
have also asked States to 
continuously monitor patients 
in home isolation as per the 
guidelines issued.

12,000 
was the number of ventilator 
beds at the beginning of the 
pandemic in 2019-20. Today, 

its number is more than 78,000. 
India is one of the largest 

manufacturers of ventilators

02 
 India’s rank in terms of 

PPE kit production in 
the world. In the early 

days of Corona, India’s 
production of PPE was 

negligible

  n The first Oxygen Express reached Mumbai 
on April 26. Oxygen supply started in 12 most 
affected States including Maharashtra and UP

n  Emphasis on increasing production of 
Remdisivir injection to ensure availability as 
per demand. Its exports were banned. The 
prices were fixed so that it cannot be black-
marketed

n Till January-February around 27-29 Lakh doses 
were being produced per month in the country. 
It will reach 74.10 Lakh per month by May. 
Instructions given for adequate supply in 12 
most affected States including Maharashtra, 
Kerala, Madhya Pradesh and Delhi

War Against COVID-19
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2,400
labs are conducting 

more than 15 Lakh tests 
daily.  There was only 

1 lab at the time of first 
case on January 

30, 2020
20 April 21 April 22 April 23 April 24 April 25 April 26 April 27 April 28 April
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Surge in Patients but the number of recoveries also increasing steadily

Vaccine
is the Only Cure

According to Dr Anthony Fauci, a top US expert, India’s 
Covaxin is capable of neutralising many variants of 
COVID. According to Fauci, vaccination is the most 
important weapon in view of the current situation
As per immunisation data till April 20, only 4208 out of 
93,56,436 people contracted Corona after taking the first 
dose of Covaxin. That is only 0.04 per cent

Out of 10,03,02,745 people, 17,145 people were infected 
after taking the first dose of Covishield. That is, only 
0.02 per cent. Out of the 1,57,32,754 people who took 
the second dose, only 5014 people were affected with 
Corona. That is, only 0.03 per cent

Covaxin

17,37,178
people who took both 
doses. Out of them, 

only 695 people have 
been infected
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Hospitals increased isolation and ICU beds by 40 times
Isolation beds ICU beds

(*Till April 21)

1.11 %
India’s 

mortality rate 
from Corona. 
It is among 
the lowest 

in the world, 
despite 

rapidly rising 
cases during 
the second 

wave 

Recovered casesNew Cases 
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n India is currently running the world’s largest 
vaccination programme for protection from 
Corona. By vaccinating 10 Crore people in 
just 85 days, India set a record for vaccinating 
maximum number of people in the shortest 
time period

n As on April 21, 2021, India has once again 
proved that we are at the forefront of rapid 
vaccination by injecting more than 13 Crore 
vaccines in just 95 days. USA achieved this 
target in 101 days, while China did it in 109 
days. As on April 25, 2021, 14 Crore people 
have been vaccinated

n Corona vaccination began in India on 
January 16, 2021, with vaccination of 
healthcare workers. Frontline workers had 
also started getting vaccine from February 2, 
2021. People above the age of 60 years got it 
from March 1, 2021, and those between the 
age group of 45-59 years and suffering from 
severe medical conditions started getting 
the vaccine from April 1, 2021

n Russia’s Sputnik V has also been approved 
along with indigenous Covaxin and Covishield 
to further intensify the vaccination drive

n By July 2021, 30 Crore people will be 
vaccinated. There are only 3 countries in the 
world having more than 30 Crore population– 
India, China and USA

World’s Largest Vaccination Campaign 
with Cheapest Vaccine...

Government allowed vaccination for 
people who are above 45 years from  
April 1

Immunisation of all people above the 
age of 45 years was also introduced at 
workplaces from April 12

Vaccination begins for those in the age 
group of 18 years and above. The third 
phase of vaccination began from May 1 
in the country

n In the early days of COVID pandemic, India helped 
other countries including the US, Germany, 
Russia, Japan, Canada, by sending medicines and 
essential products, including hydroxychloroquine. 
Moreover, through ‘Vaccine Maitri’ Covaxin and 
Covishield were sent to more than 80 countries

n The World Health Organisation urged other 
countries to take inspiration from India, and even 
the US thanked India for help. Brazil thanked 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi likening him to 
Lord Hanuman

n Amid the second wave of Corona, when India 
is in crisis, countries from all over the world are 
ready to help the country. From Bhutan to the US 
and from Saudi Arabia to Japan and Brazil, 40 
countries are standing by India

n The US has sent India oxygen cylinders, 
regulators and N-95 masks. In addition, raw 
materials required for medicines and vaccines are 
also being sent

n Britain has sent nine consignments of relief 
material and medical supplies to India. Germany 
is providing mobile oxygen plants, masks and 
other medical assistance to India

n Saudi Arabia and Kuwait have supplied oxygen 
to India. Australia is providing essential medical 
equipment including ventilators, gloves, masks 
and medicines to India. Singapore and Thailand 
have sent oxygen tankers 

First, We Extended Help, Now the 
World is Reciprocating...

16.16 
Crore vaccines given 

so far by the Centre to 
the States free of cost

15.22  
Crore vaccine doses, 

including both dosages, 
given till April 30, 2021, in 

the country

War Against COVID-19
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Have Won Before…
Took Quick Decisions during 
Early Phase of Corona 

From the first wave to the second wave, 
the Central Government has worked on 
improving the health related systems of 

the country. The Union Health Ministry along 
with a team from Indian Council for Medical 
Research, AIIMS and other medical experts 
is engaged round the clock in improving the 
system. Accordingly, guidelines are issued for 
hospitals along with citizens from time to time. 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is given minute-
to-minute updates about oxygen, medicine 
and vaccine supply along with updates on 
the vaccination programme by the officials 
concerned. India was praised by the WHO 
and other agencies in the world the way it 
won its first battle against Corona. Now is the 
time to beat the second wave with courage, 
precaution and vaccine. Let’s see how are our 
preparations from the first wave of Corona to 
the second wave.

New India Samachar

n India was at the forefront of giving the fastest 
response at the Government and institutional level. 
China briefed the world on January 7, 2020, about the 
Wuhan virus. Immediately the next day, on January 8, 
2020, India held a mission meeting

n India had started screening passengers from January 
17, 2020. India was among the first countries that 
started doing so

n India reported its first case of Corona on January 
30, 2020, and immediately, containment-screening 
measures were launched on a war footing

n  It was the first week of March 2020, when Prime 
Minister Modi said that experts have advised to stay 
away from crowds. So, he said that he would not 
attend any Holi function. At the beginning of this 
pandemic, it is one of the select examples of the 
world.  There were not even 50 Corona cases in India 
at that time  
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India was among the countries 
that launched rapid antigen tests 

with RT PCR. Initially, India was 
criticised for this strategy, but later 

the World Health Organisation 
itself adopted this model

India becomes 
pharmacy to the world

n During the Covid period, India supplied large 
consignments of Hydroxychloroquine and 
other medicines to the other nations. PPE kits 
and masks also made the bulk of its shipment 
abroad. India helped the USA, Brazil, and 
other countries which were facing an acute 
situation 

n Prime Minister Modi visited Zydus Biotech 
park in Ahmedabad, Bharat Biotech in 
Hyderabad, and Serum Institute of India in 
Pune to get a first-hand account of vaccine 
development and manufacturing 

n The homegrown Covaxin and Covishield 
vaccines for Corona are the cheapest in the 
world. The cold chain network for storage and 
supply of Corona vaccine was ramped up in a 
record time 

n In most parts of the country wearing masks 
was made compulsory from the month of April 
whereas WHO came up with its advisory to 
encourage the use of masks globally as late as 
June

n PM Modi in his address to the nation on March 
24, 2020, announced a countrywide lockdown. 
In his effort to drive the point of the severity 
of the situation he gave the message of 'Jaan 
hai to Jahan hai' which means life is more 
valuable than anything else. When the decision 
to go ahead with the lockdown was taken in 
the country till that time no other country has 
ordered any such measures 

n During the lockdown, PM Modi called on 
the countrymen to light diyas and show 
solidarity with each other which spread an 
atmosphere of positivity. The government 
used the lockdown period to develop health 
infrastructure with an eye on combating 
Corona 

n Just ahead of the unlock phase he addressed 
the nation and gave the slogan of 'Jaan bhi 
Jahan bhi' amidst the Corona pandemic

n According to official data of November 28, 
2020, there were 6,731 Corona cases per 
Million in India which was far too lower than 
other countries. In America there were 40,000 
cases per Million, in the UK it was 23,361 per 
Million, in France it was 33,424 per Million, in 
Brazil 29,129 per Million and 25,456 per Million 
in Italy

n According to November 28 data, there were 98 
deaths per Million in India whereas the USA, 
Brazil, France, Spain, UK and Italy reported 813, 
805, 780, 955, 846, 888 deaths respectively per 
Million. On a scale of a Million, the mortality in 
other countries was 8 to 9 times higher than in 
India

WHO also Adopted 
India’s Model 

15,362 

78,000 

15.4 2.70

Health facilities

ICU Beds

isolation beds Oxygen 
supported 

Beds

Lakh Lakh

32,400 
ventilators were 
delivered to 
government hospitals 
in the country

During this period the 
state governments 

were given 3.70 Crore 
N95 masks and 1.60 

Crore PPE kits

This is how we won during the 
first wave of Corona 

War Against COVID-19
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Ayurveda also important for
protection from Corona…

India's ancient system of medicine, Ayurveda, is playing a significant role in protecting 
from Corona. Amidst the second wave of the raging pandemic, the AYUSH ministry has 

issued new guidelines by following which immunity can be enhanced immensely.
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A resident of Morena, Madhya 
Pradesh, Sumit Dubey who has 
successfully beaten Corona 

twice has now taken to social media to 
make people aware about the disease. 
Last year he got infected with Corona 
in the first wave and unfortunately this 
year too he became Corona positive in 
the second wave. On both occasions, 
he remained in home isolation to 
recover fully.  In his opinion, the key 
to fighting this disease is to have 
confidence in self and follow all the 
instructions of a doctor strictly.

Corona is a contagious disease 
but according to World Health 
Organisation, 85 per cent of patients 
can recover in home isolation. For 
every 15 Corona patients admitted 
to the hospital only 10 per cent of 
them require oxygen. In this pandemic 
right information is the key to prevent 
Corona. Union Health Ministry and 
Indian Council of Medical Research 
regularly issue guidelines to make 
people aware.  Let's find out more 
about Corona disease and its 
symptoms, remedies, and treatment.

Caution is the only
defence...
So maintain social distancing
and get vaccinated 
Amidst the Corona pandemic, a very encouraging report 
has come up from Katgaon Tanda village in the Latur 
district of Maharashtra in which an elderly couple has 
successfully beaten COVID-19. A 105-year-old Dhenu 
Chavan and his 95-year-old wife Motabai were admitted to 
a local hospital after getting infected with Corona in late 
March. After spending nine days in the hospital ICU they 
recovered fully to return back home.

Cases of Corona infection having asymptomatic
or mild symptoms  
Such cases are detectable through tests. These patients 
have a normal oxygen saturation of 94 per cent.

The patients should live in isolation in a 
room away from the family especially in the 
cases where the patient is a senior citizen 
or suffering from high blood pressure, heart 
disease or any sort of kidney problem.

Important instruction for patients

The patients should be kept in a well-
ventilated room and windows should be 
open for fresh air.
Always use a triple layer mask and dispose 
it after eight hours of use. The people 
looking after the Corona patients should 
also use N95 masks.
The masks should be disposed of after 
treating with one per cent of Sodium 
Hypochlorite to make them infection-free.
To ensure adequate hydration, the patients 
should take proper rest and consume 
liquid products frequently.
Wash the hands properly with soap for 40 
seconds and use alcohol-based sanitizers 
to clean hands.
On self-initiative patients should monitor 
their temperature and health conditions. 
With the help of a pulse oximeter, the 
patients can check their oxygen levels.

War Against COVID-19
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If the Corona patient is asymptomatic or shows mild 
symptoms

The patient's home should have all necessary facilities

There must be a dedicated person for looking after 
the Corona patient. During the isolation period, the 
caregivers should keep in touch with the hospital

Patients who are 
recommended for 
Home-Isolation

It is also recommended to follow the guidelines published on
https://www.mohfw.gov.in/pdf/Guidelinesforhomequarantine.pdf 

Corona patients who are over 60 
years of age or they are suffering 
from BP, Diabetes, heart ailments, 

Chronic Lung/Liver/Kidney diseases 
are recommended home isolation 

on doctor's advice.

Home isolation is not 
recommended for patients 

having HIV or Cancer or those 
who have undergone transplant 
and they need hospitalisation.

The caregivers and those people 
who have come in close contact 

with Corona patients should 
take the recommended level of 

Hydroxychloroquine only after the 
recommendation from doctors.

Caution for the care-givers

The patients should remain in close touch with the 
doctor and on experiencing any difficulty should 
report to him. On the advice of the doctor, the 
medicine for other diseases may be continued.
Fever, running nose, and cough could be 
symptoms of Corona. The patients should 
regularly gargle with warm water and take steam 
twice or thrice daily.
If the fever persists even after taking the 
maximum dose of 650 mg Paracetamol tablet 
four times a day then immediately contact your 
doctor who may recommend other medicines.
On having a low level of oxygen or experiencing 
breathlessness the patient has to get admitted to 
the hospital and seek advice from their doctors.

Always wear a three-layered mask. While attending 
to the patient wear an N95 mask. After attending to 
the patient immediately wash your hands properly. 
The bio-medical waste should be disposed of 
properly as per the guidelines of CPCB.

Treatment for patients showing 
asymptomatic or mild symptom

When to end home isolation
Patient under home isolation will stand discharged 
and end isolation after at least 10 days have passed 
from onset of symptoms and no fever for 3 days.

When the treatment should 
be sought
n Having Breathlessness
n Having Low Oxygen Level
n Having Continuous Chest     
    Pain
n When the patient is mentally
    disoriented/incoherent
n On developing serious   
    symptoms seek immediate 
    medical advice

Role of the Officials 
concerned
n Close monitoring of the 
    isolated patient
n Monitoring the health of  
    patients in home isolation 
   on daily basis
n The details of the patients  
   should be updated on 
    COVID-19 portal and     
    related apps
n In case of flouting of   
   home isolation protocol 
   or immediate requirement 
   of medical attention, 
   there should be proper 
   arrangements for shifting
   patients to the hospital

Remdesivir 
or any other 

medicine should 
be administered 

in a hospital under 
the supervision of 
a doctor. Do not 
try to administer 

Remdesivir to 
Corona patients at 
home by yourself.
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Health for All 
In 2014, when a new Government took the reigns of the country, for the first time, a 
radical change was initiated in a sector that had never been paid the same attention 

before. The Government began overhauling the health infrastructure through building new 
hospitals, medical colleges, and other medical facilities. It has rolled out various schemes 

to provide free health services to the poor in addition to boosting the health sector in 
villages, towns and large cities for balanced development

Traditionally the reach of 
the health infrastructure 
for the masses in the 

country has been abysmally 
low which impedes ensuring 
universal health services for all. 
The remote parts of the country 
are most affected as they lack 
competent health workers or 
infrastructure. With an aim to end 
this anomaly for the first time in 
the annual budget health sector 
has been given the biggest share 
of fund allocation by hiking the 
provisions for this sector by 137 
per cent.

Meeting the expectations
When the first case of Corona 
was found out in the country on 
January 30, 2020, at that time 
only the National Institute of 
Virology in Pune had facilities to 
conduct such tests. Presently, 
2,486 labs across the country 
have Corona testing facilities. 
The Government with the twin 
aim to combat the contagious 
diseases in their initial stage 
and providing facilities for 
its treatment embarked on a 
mission to ramp up the health 
infrastructure. In 2021-22 annual 
budget special provisions have 
been made under 'Prime Minister 
Aatmanirbhar Swasth Bharat 
Yojana' for the purpose.

137% 

80% 
hike in the budget for the health 
sector highlights Government 
priorities

amount of the first phase of the 
vaccination was given from PM 
Cares Fund. Special grants for 
the ventilators and oxygen plants

Special emphasis on these four sectors 
to improve health infrastructure

01 02 03 04

Promoting 
cleanliness 
to stop the 
outbreak of 

diseases

Emphasis on 
improving health 

infrastructure and 
improving quality of 
medical fraternity

Ensuring affordable 
and effective 

treatment facilities 
to poor

Working on 
mission mode 
to overcome 

hurdles

Emphasis on making changes from top to bottom 

War Against COVID-19
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Government aiming 
for complete 

elimination of TB by

n Special drive to  
  eliminate malnutrition 
   by starting more than 
  50 projects in 22 states
n Under Pradhan Mantri 
  Matritva Vandana 
  Yojana expecting 
  mothers are given Rs 
  6,000. Over 51 Lakh 
  women are benefitting 
  every year from this 
  scheme
n Under the PMJAY 
 - Ayushman Bharat  
 Yojana over Rs 7 Billion 
 have been spent on the
 treatment of the poor

Ensuring free treatment for poor

6.3
10.74

Crore people of the country were 
earlier pushed below the poverty line 
every year due to heavy expenses on 
medical treatments

Crore households which nearly cover the 
50 Crore population of the country were 
brought under the PMJAY - Ayushman 
Bharat Yojana to provide free medical 
treatments up to Rs 50 Lakh

Through 7,676 Jan Aushadhi Kendras up to 90 
per cent cheaper medicines are being made 
available. At these centers, sanitary napkins are 
being made available for just one rupee

Bare-metal stents are available for Rs 7,260 
while Metallic Biodegradable Stent including 
Drug-eluting stents (DES) could be purchased 
at Rs 29,600 which has brought down the stent 
prices by 85 per cent

Ensuring 
vaccination for 

every child
A very ambitious scheme 

Mission Indradhanush has 
been started under which 
children are vaccinated 
against 12 diseases. An 

announcement was made 
in the budget to start a 

mission for Pneumococcal 
vaccination which will save 

the lives of over 50,000 
children in the country

Crore children and 
nearly 92 Lakh pregnant 

women have been 
vaccinated under Mission 

Indradhanush  

3.70
22 

The United Nations' target is to ensure 
a TB-free world by 2030 whereas India 
aims to eliminate TB completely by 2025
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has 
already unveiled a strategic plan for a 
TB-free India. For the first three years 
Rs 12,000 Crore has been earmarked to 
achieve this ambitious target

Most of the villages 
in the country have 
been declared Open 
Defecation Free. Till 
the period of April 20, 
2021, over 11 Crore 
toilets were built

Sanitation Coverage 
increased under Swachh 

Bharat Abhiyan 

AIIMS were opened in the country to promote medical 
education. Jammu & Kashmir got special attention 
with the opening of 2 AIIMS and 9 medical colleges 
since the abrogation of article 370

n During the Corona pandemic, 
over 50,000 health and wellness 
centers opened in the country 

n Over 10 Lakh people benefitted 
from the telemedicine services

n In 2014, there were 52,000 
Graduate and 30,000 Post-
Graduate seats in the medical 
colleges which has increased 

to 85,000 and 46,000 seats 
respectively in the present  
times

n 381 medical colleges were 
opened from the period of 1947 
till 2014. But in the short period 
of 2014-2020 a significant 
number of 184 medical colleges 
have been started
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NEW INDIA NEW INDIA 
ON THE TRANSFORMATIONAL PATH

The country, which was relying on destiny for decades, is now on the path of 
progress by way of inclusive development and use of technology… 

7 YEARS
Building a New India 

Almost 65 per cent population of the country is below the age of 35.  They have natural 
aspiration and a desire to take India to new heights of development. The vision of Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi for a ‘New India, Great India’ aims to provide the youth with a 
secure, prosperous and progressive nation. Despite the Corona pandemic, the country is 

moving towards building a ‘New India’ …
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If the 20th century was shaped by political 
superpowers, the 21st century will be led 
by technology superpowers. Prime Minister 

Narendra Modi built a roadmap for the 
technological development which provided an 
impetus to good governance in India. India’s 
rapid development not only surprised the global 
community but also raised the country’s stature 
at various international platforms. It is due to 
the efficient use of technology that the country 
continued to move forward even during the Corona 
pandemic. Despite the lockdown, the poor were 
able to get their entitlements easily. In dealing with 
this disaster, a country with a dense population 
like India, set up such a health infrastructure that 
the country set a record in the first wave of Corona. 
Now that the second wave took a terrible turn, the 
Central Government once again gave the mantra 
of ‘Jaan hai toh Jahan hai’ making it clear that 
saving lives is its topmost priority. Better use of 
technology in this work has provided quick results.

The importance of technology in the new century 
can also be gauged from the fact that for the first 
time in the country, the benefits of government 
schemes are reaching directly to even the most 
marginalised sections of the society. Science and 
technology have become such an important tool 
in India’s development that projects ranging from 
administrative reforms, power, rail reforms, curbing 
corruption, tax transparency, one nation-one tax 
through GST, Skill India, Startup India, Digital India, 
initiatives for farmers and women, changes in the 
field of education to defence modernisation and 
realisation of projects which were stalled for over 
decades is all becoming possible now.

A look at the various projects completed in 
the last few years set a new benchmark for 

development. Who would have thought that a place 
like Ladakh, with temperature of -30 degree Celsius, 
could have access to tap water?  Construction 
of Bogibeel Bridge on the Brahmaputra River 
could be completed in record time? Who would 
have thought the work on the Atal tunnel which 
was delayed for over 26 years could have been 
completed in the last six years? Who would have 
thought resources like LPG, electricity and roads 
available in every village could be made possible 
in the last few years? Who would have thought the 
country could be made open defecation free by 
constructing over 11 Crore toilets?    Who would 
have thought that 40 Crore poor citizens could be 
brought under the network of banking facilities by 
opening bank accounts under Jan Dhan Yojana?    
Who would have thought the country can provide 
universal healthcare by providing free treatment 
of up to Rs 5 Lakh to more than 50 Crore people 
under a scheme like Ayushman Bharat? The debt-
ridden farmers can be rid of their debts through 
the Samman Nidhi scheme? School children can 
create unique innovations and compete globally 
who could imagine? Youth of the country can turn 
job creators through schemes such as Startup 
India who could think that? Bodo and Bru-Reang 
agreements can be fructified to bring peace and 
stability in the northeast? That for the first time, 
Sikkim can emerge on the aviation map of India? 

Our ideology is for the benefit of the country. We have grown up with the 
same ideology that talks about Nation First. It is our ideology that we are 

taught the lesson of politics in the language of national policy. In our politics 
also national policy is paramount. We have to accept one of these- politics 
or national policy. Our values teach us to accept national policy and keep 

politics at second number. We are proud that our ideology talks about ‘Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas’, which is the mantra that we also live by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Decisiveness in framing policies, 
taking quick action for development, 
empathy for the villages and poor, 
progressing through promoting 
technologies and improvement in the 
living standard are the barometer of 
India's new success model
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That Article 370 can be abolished? That Triple 
Talaq can be banned? Or can the work on Ram 
Temple be started in an atmosphere of peace and 
harmony? Can a leadership connect the country’s 
masses by instilling the mantra of AatmaNirbhar 
Bharat amid a disaster like Corona? Through 
the Uri surgical strike or Balakot airstrike, India 
signalled shedding its soft state image. There are 
scores of examples where the Government has 
taken apt and decisive actions keeping in view 
India’s long-term interest.
  A NEW DAWN FOR INDIA

An ambition to give impetus to economic 
development is being facilitated by the 
robust mechanism of good governance that 
gives importance to consensus rather than a 
majoritarian point of view. The idea of ‘Sabka 
Saath, Sabka Vikas’ has emerged as the driving 

force behind all the development initiatives.
The country has set an ambitious target of 

freeing the country from poverty, filth, corruption, 
terrorism, casteism, and communalism 
before we commemorate the 75th year of our 
Independence. Reflecting upon his idea of a New 
India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi says, “New 
India means building a nation of dreams which 
fire the imagination of the youth comprising 65 
per cent of the population below 35 years of age. 
It envisages a country of empowered women. A 
new India which inspires the poor of the country 
to seek opportunities to do something for the 
country rather than seeking benefits. The poor in 
the country has renounced the parochial mindset 

The Indian demography is also 
favourably disposed towards it as half 
of its population is below 27 years of 
age which can play a significant role in 
building a New India

The role of technology in shaping 
modern society is undeniable 
which not only impacts our 
personal and professional lives 
but also acts as a catalyst for the 
conduct of diplomacy and guiding 
the economies of the world

Immunisation of all people above the 
age of 45 years was also introduced at 
workplaces from April 12
Scan the QR code and listen to how the 
new India of your dreams will be

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=G768OYT5QSY

of liking somebody in return for some gain. Now 
the poor want to prove their mettle on their own 
through sweat and toil, for which they only require 
opportunities. This is the foundation of New India.”
TECHNOLOGY- THE BASIS OF OUR NATIONAL 
POLICY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi belongs to that 
school of thought which tries to solve the problems 
with the apt solutions.

Due to the untiring efforts of Prime Minister the 
good governance is being facilitated by increasing 
the use of technology. The digital transactions in 
the country got a boost with the demonetisation.

India is among the handful of countries that is 
giving priority to its technological policies with an 
eye on the future. Among the various sectors where 
technology has made an impact is agriculture. 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is being promoted to 
reduce poverty, improving the lives of farmers and 
facilitating efforts to make the lives of specially-
abled people easier.

 Prime Minister’s emphasis is to encourage 
more and more people to become entrepreneurs 

What the youth thinks about New India
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who can be job creators instead of job seekers. 
In this regard, GST has emerged as a game-
changer as it brought the freelancers and service 
providers under its ambit. The Government aims to 
‘Cultivate one Million children in India as Neoteric 
Innovators’ through Atal Innovation Mission and 
Atal Tinkering Labs. It is due to the rising impact 
of digital technology that salaries are now directly 
transferred to bank accounts and through other 
digital payment modes instead of paying in cash. 
The Government’s various initiatives to promote 
digital technology are encouraging employers 
to reorient their employment services terms and 
conditions.  Labour reforms are aimed at taking 
the country on the path of fast progress.
FAVOURABLE TIME FOR GLOBAL LEADERSHIP

India has set very ambitious and voluntary 
renewable power capacity targets to promote 
renewable energy in the country. India took 
a leading role in shaping the  Paris Climate 
Agreement and launching the International Solar 
Alliance. India is among the very few nations 
which have continuously improved its Global 
Innovation Index and it has reached the 48th spot. 
During last few years annual per capita income 
has risen between Rs 78,000 to Rs 1.25 Lakh. The 
trend of negative agriculture growth rate has been 
reversed, the number of income taxpayers has 
more than doubled. The pace of construction of 
national highways improved from 12 to 37 km per 
day. Besides, rural road construction improved 
from 70 to 130 km per day.

The electrification of rail lines has crossed 
from 3,000 kms to over 13,000 kms. Enhancing 
electricity generation capacity, laying an extensive 
network of optical fibres, and promoting financial 
inclusion which reached 99.6 per cent has resulted 
in high FDI inflow to the country and a jump in 
the various growth indexes. India has improved 
its Ease of Doing Business Ranking from 142 in 
2014 to 63 presently. In the World Bank Electricity 

Accessibility Ranking India has jumped from 99th 
spot in 2014 to 26th spot in 2018. In the Global 
Competitiveness Index India improved its ranking 
from 71 to 58 in a very short span of time whereas 
in the World Economic Forum’s Travel and 
Tourism Competitiveness Index India improved 
its ranking from 65 to 34. Strong and responsible 
leadership is also taking timely decisions enabling 
fast progress. During the adverse times of Corona, 
the Government is taking every possible step to 
mitigate the crisis. This is also a test of India’s 
resilience. It has been proven time and again that 
when India wholeheartedly resolves to reach a 
target, then it pulls every stop to achieve it. This is 
also one of the key lessons of our independence 
struggle. A poem of those times by one of the 
most respected literary personalities of the country 
Sohan Lal Dwivedi which was dedicated to the 
entire freedom movement and Mahatma Gandhi 
highlights this national trait of ‘Unity is Strength’.

चल पड़े जिधर दो डग, मग में
चल पड़े कोजि पग उसी ओर
गड गई जिधर भी एक दषृ्ि
गड गए कोजि दगृ उसी ओर   

When the Corona pandemic hit the 
nation a loud and clear message was 
given by reducing the salaries of the 
Prime Minister and Parliamentarians

The script for making a New India 
started with the Swachh Bharat 
Campaign which later encompassed 
Digital India, Make in India and now 
it has touched the most jubilant and 
crucial phase of Self-Reliant India 
and Vocal for Local
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“When this road was not built, I used to 
wonder how will I got to my grandmother’s 
house.” A big smile hovers on the lips of 

little Tanvi, a resident of Kashmir Valley’s Reasi town. 
“We are grateful to the Railways, because of whom 
there is now a separate blacksmith market here 
today. This has provided employment to our children.” 
says Abdul Karim Lohar of nearby Dodhamb.  Khiyaz 
Ahmed Khatamat of Ramban district considers the 
Udhampur-Baramulla rail link project his good luck 
as it eliminated the long walks and led to creation of 
shops and hotels in the area. Truck driver Kuldeep 
says that if the Railways had not come here today, 
it would be almost 20 years before the roads could 
have reached here. But now passengers get trains 
every hour. The railway project, has bought happiness 
for the common man in the Union Territory of Jammu 
& Kashmir, and has not only benefitted the poor, sick 
and school children of the area but has also provided 
employment opportunities to the regions’ youth.

The Udhampur-Baramulla Rail Link Project is an 
example of the Central Government’s commitment to 
make Jammu & Kashmir progressive and prosperous. 

A Marvel of
 

Engineering 
Ability

 India’s

TRANSFORMATION 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

7 YEARS
Building a New India 

Every Indian is eager for progress. 
The present Government 
understands this spirit of New India 
and of the youth, the aspirations of 
more than 137 Crore Indians inspire 
the country to move forward rapidly. 
In such a scenario, in the initial 
five years, the Modi Government 
laid the foundation of many such 
projects which were stalled for 
several decades in areas waiting 
for development, and then set new 
records in two years so that work 
does not stop,the country does not 
bow down …
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Its most challenging task was to construct an arch 
bridge over the Chenab River, which is completed. 
The bridge, which connects Kashmir Valley to 
other parts of the country, will see trains running 
up at a speed of about 100 kmph in August 2022. 
After completion of this project, there will be direct 
rail connectivity from Kashmir to Kanyakumari. 
The project is being constructed at a cost of Rs 
27,949 Crore, and this 272-km rail link is passing 
through the Himalayas and deep valleys which 
is challenging. 927 bridges, 38 tunnels are being 
constructed to complete the link. At the same 
time, a 205-km-long approach road has been 
constructed for the project, which will also provide 
road connectivity to about 1.5 Lakh people in the 
area.  “Railways brings with it social and economic 
development, and at the same time increases 
facilities, and living standards. Along with the arch 
bridge being constructed on the Chenab River, 
the construction of the road network has brought 
about a major change in the lives of its residents. 
The construction of the arch of this project was 
completed,” said Union Railway Minister Piyush 
Goyal.

ARCH BRIDGE IS TALLER THAN EIFFEL TOWER
An important construction milestone, this 

1.3-km-long bridge on Katra-Banihal section has 
a height of 359 metres which is more than the 
Eiffel Tower in France. Chenab Bridge, the world’s 
highest railway bridge, was completed using state-
of-the-art technology. Total length of the bridge is 
1.315 km and there are a total of 17 spans. Length 
of the main arch span is 467 metres, and it weighs 
10,619 MT. Bridge designed to withstand high 

wind speed up to 266 km/hour. This area of Reasi 
falls in seismic zone-4, but this bridge is designed 
to bear earthquake forces of highest intensity 
zone-V. Construction of bridge involved fabrication 
of 28,660 MT steel, it is 1,315-metre-long and the 
design life of the bridge is 120 years. Bridge is 
designed to bear earthquake forces of highest 
intensity. For the first time in India, Phased Array 
Ultrasonic Testing machine was used for testing 
of welds. The largest foundation of this bridge is 
the size of the S-4 which is equal to one-third of 
a football field. A 915-metre-long cable crane was 
installed across the river, which is the tallest cable 
crane in the world, to assist in the construction of 
the bridge. 10 Lakh cubic metre earthwork and 
66,000 cubic metre concrete is used in this bridge. 
“Connectivity projects are going to change both the 
picture and fortune of the state. I have seen pictures 
of the spectacular railway bridge on Chenab. 
Whose heads will not be held high in pride by 
looking at those pictures? The Railways are geared 
up to connect the Valley with the rail network in the 
next 2-3 years,” Prime Minister Narendra Modi said.

This rail link is making the dream of “Ek Bharat, 
Shreshtha Bharat” come true. The iconic Arch 
Bridge on River Chenab will connect the Kashmir 
Valley to the rest of the nation. This railway line will 
also be helpful for the armed forces of the country 
as this region has strategic importance due to two 
international borders. The railway line will provide 
transportation facility in all seasons to remote 
areas of Jammu & Kashmir ensuring comfort and 
saving time. At the same time, the project will boost 
the tourism industry and increase employment 
opportunities for the people of the region.  

REDUCING TRAVEL TIME...
Length of bridge: 

Cost of project

Arch Bridge on Chenab 
River is the highest railway 
bridge in the world. It is 35 

metres higher than the iconic 
Eiffel Tower in Paris (France)

 It is 1,315-metre-long and the 
design life of the bridge is 120 years

For the first time in India, 
bridge designed for blast load in 

consultation with DRDO 

359-metre-high 
1,315  metre

27,949 Crore

28,660 MT steel used



REACHES  
LADAKH AT 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi had 
vowed from the ramparts of Red 
Fort on August 15, 2019, to provide 
clean drinking tap water to every 
household in the country.

Jal Jeevan Mission ensures potable water in 
Ladakh overcoming hazardous difficult terrain and 
cold freezing temperature 

A Rare Technological Accomplishment

The water supply 
pipelines have been 
laid down three to 
four feet beneath 
the land surface 
to protect it from 
freezing or bursting 
during winter. For this 
purpose insulated 
pipes are used which 
inhibits pipes from 
freezing Goa becomes the first state to provide tap water supply to all the 

households while Telangana emerges second to achieve this 
remarkable feat 

It plans to 
provide tap water 

supply to  
19.20 Crore 

households in the 
country by 

2024

From 
the period of 

independence till 
2019 only 3.23 Crore 

families received  
tap water supply

Over 4 Crore 
families get tap 

water supply under 
the Jal Jeevan 

Mission

HIGHLIGHTS OF JAL JEEVAN MISSION

It is an uphill task for even the most 
advanced countries of the world to provide 
tap water in the freezing temperature 

below -30 degrees or -40 degrees Celsius. At 
such a low temperature the tap water freezes 
which hampers its uninterrupted supply. 
Many parts of the world including Siberia in 
Russia and Texas and Chicago in the USA 
faces no supply of tap water for weeks 
during the harsh winter. But amidst the 
adversities and vast challenges, the Ladakh 
region of India has emerged as a prototype 
of astute foresight and technological feat 
where tap water is being provided without 
freezing even at a low temperature of -30 
degrees Celsius. This accomplishment has 
been made possible under the Government's 
ambitious Jal Jeevan Mission.

During the harsh winter, the upper 
surface of the lakes and ponds 
freezes but beneath it the water is 
present in the fluid form. With the 
help of the infiltration technique, the 
fluid water underneath the water 
bodies is supplied to the households

After treating the river water to make 
it potable, it is stored in the overhead 
tank through the vast supply 
pipelines laid deep below the land 
surface. Solar energy is used to keep 
it warm
The water is supplied during the 
scheduled time to the households. 
In the villages of Stoke, Nang and 
Fayang the water is being supplied 
through this method
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TRANSFORMATION 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

7 YEARS
Building a New India 

TAP WATER

MINUS 30 DEGREE
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Environmental clearance used to often slow down 
the pace of development projects. This led to stalling 

of the construction of highway, expressway, green 
expressway for long periods of time. If a project was 

approved, the condition was to plant the equal number 
of trees which have been cut. But the forward thinking 

of the Central Government has changed this whole 
system. Now tree transplanting is becoming part of 

every project.  An example of its success can be seen 
in the construction of India’s first grade separate urban 

expressway- Dwarka Expressway.  12,000 trees have 
been transplanted on this 29-km-long expressway…

 Under the Bharatmala Project, 22 greenfield 
corridors are to be constructed by 2025 at 
a cost of Rs 3.10 Lakh Crore. This includes 
the Delhi-Mumbai Expressway, which once 
completed, will reduce the journey of 1,320 
km from 24 hours to 13 hours. In such a 
situation, the technique of transplanting 
trees will now be included in every project

 This new technology will lead to 
development and will also protect the 
ecology and environment. There can be no 
bigger contribution of humanity towards 
environment that the need to cut down 
trees is obliterated and the country can also 
progress

 It costs Rs 25,000 to transplant a tree. 

12,000 trees were transplanted on Dwarka 
Expressway i.e., 84 per cent success rate

 First, pesticide is sprayed on trees. Then 
space is created by digging around the tree 
without damaging the roots

 Manure is added to its roots and a boundary 
is formed in the mud. It is left for 20-25 days. 
Then it is packed along with the soil attached 
to the roots

 The tree is then left for 15 days so that it 
can survive by itself. It is then transplanted 
elsewhere with the help of a machine

 Geotagging, web based GIS enabled 
surveillance, location, development, species 
details, maintenance are carried out through 
Harit Path app  

37 1,37, 625 Introduction 
of Fast Tags

New Motor 
Vehicle Act

km national highway 
constructed now 

daily. In 2014, it was 
12 km

km increase in 
length of highways in 
7 years. Earlier it was 

91,287 km

Freedom from 
long queues at the 
highway toll plaza 

Working towards 
achieving zero road 
fatalities vision on 

Indian roads by 2030 

SPEEDING UP 
HIGHWAYS BY

Tree Transplant

Tree TransplantTree Transplant
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These words of Prime Minister Narendra Modi at 
the inauguration of the Kollam bypass in Kerala 

on January 15, 2019, are reflective of new found 
wisdom and zeal in giving a fresh thrust to the 
road infrastructure projects in the country. Kollam 
bypass is symbolic of all other delayed development 

projects that were long overdue for several decades 
because of the apathy of the earlier governments. 
This thirteen and a half kilometer-long bypass 
reduces the distance between Alappuzha and 
Thiruvananthapuram. This project was completed 
in 2019.

After a wait of 5 decades

KOLLAM 
BYPASS 

Projects which are long 
overdue get a boost
 There is a long list of many 
much-awaited projects 
which have been completed 
in last few years. It 
includes a much-sought 
refinery in Barmer,  long-

overdue projects for 56 
years such as Sardar Patel 
Sarovar Dam or 65 years 
delayed Bansagar project 
and 16-year-old Bogibeel 
bridge project in Assam. In 
the words of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi who said now 
the culture of "obstruction, 
delaying and wandering" has 
come to an end.

When we construct 
flyovers and roads then we 
not only connect cities with 
villages but also bridge 
desires with achievements, 
hope with opportunity, 
and expectations with 
happiness.

in Kerala sees the light of 
the day

Today there are 111 
waterways as compared 
to just 5 in 2014  
having a length of 
20,275 km spread over 
24 states    

HALDIA - VARANASI  WATERWAYS
TAPPING THE VAST POTENTIAL OF 

INLAND WATER WAYS IN EASTERN INDIA

GOODS BECOME CHEAPER WITH FREIGHT RATES COMING DOWN

In the past, the Indian rivers could be easily 
spotted with a big fleet of ships. But in post-
independent India, the development of water 
infrastructure faced negligence but now the 
scenario is improving with  Government's 
initiative

Haldia - Varanasi 
waterways has become 
the harbinger in 
transforming the inland 
water infrastructure which 
has benefitted most part 
of Eastern India promoting 
extensive development 
in the states of Uttar 
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand 
and West Bengal 

The start of the waterways facility between Varanasi to Haldia has 
slashed the transportation cost drastically. The plans to turn Haldia into 
a multi-modal terminal are also on the cards. In the future, it is envisaged 
to connect the waterways with Bangladesh

HALDIA - VARANASI  WATERWAYS
As part of the trial run, a 
consignment of Maruti 
cars was transported 

from Varanasi to Haldia 
in August 2016

1,390 4,200
kilometres Crore 

Length: Expense:

TRANSFORMATION 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY7 YEARS

Building a New India 

Rs



New India Samachar 25

n Due to heavy snowfall in winter the Manali-Leh highway near 
Rohtang Pass used to be blocked for five to six months 
and the area was completely cut off from other parts of the 
country. But now this road is open for the entire year

n The construction of tunnel could be realised owing to the top 
priority given to it by the Central Government. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi dedicated it to the nation on October 3 last 
year

n The foundation of the tunnel was laid by late Prime Minister 
Atal Bihari Vajpayee on May 26, 2002, but the subsequent 
governments did not give it due priority and things could 
get rolling only in 2014 when the new Government came to 
power

Construction of a tunnel on 
Manali-Leh highway in Rohtang 
was a dream which was in the 
making for 26 years, but could be 
realised within the last six years 
owing to the Central Government 
focus and renewed interest in 
it. This tunnel became a shining 
example of India’s resolve to 
become self-reliant, and now 
work has begun on Asia’s 
longest tunnel road, the Zojila 
Tunnel. It will make life easy for 
the locals and make it easier for 
the armed forces to reach the 
remote border areas. 

ZOJILA: ASIA’S LONGEST TUNNEL ROAD

WHY IS ATAL TUNNEL IMPORTANT?

n  Work on Asia’s longest tunnel road, the Zojila Tunnel, started last 
year with a bang. After the construction of this tunnel, Srinagar, 
Drass, Kargil and Leh areas will remain connected in all weather 
conditions

n The tunnel is being constructed at an altitude of 3,000 metres below 
the Zojila pass. With its construction, the travel time in these areas 
will reduce from 3 hours to just 15 minutes. The project, which is 
worth Rs 7,000 Crore, will further strengthen defence strategy 

n The Atal Tunnel is built at an altitude 
of 10,171 feet. It is the tallest and 
longest road tunnel in the world

n The overhead clearance of this single 
tube and double lane tunnel is 5.525 
metre

n The tunnel is equipped with semi- 
transverse system, firefighting 
system, lighting, monitoring system, 
state-of-the-art electro-mechanical 
system

The construction of 
Atal Tunnel will go a 

long way in helping the 
Indian Army deployed in 
Ladakh. Now, weapons 

and logistics can be 
easily supplied even 

during winter 

ATAL TUNNEL: 
SYMBOL OF STRATEGIC-
ECONOMIC STRENGTH



PAMBAN SEA 
BRIDGE:
A fresh impetus to the A fresh impetus to the 
development of Tamil Nadudevelopment of Tamil Nadu

BOGIBEEL BRIDGE:BOGIBEEL BRIDGE:
A promising future for AssamA promising future for Assam

The completion of the Bogibeel bridge 
signals India's growing technological 
prowess in developing infrastructure 
projects which is emerging as the 
driving force in scripting India's growth 
story. There are a plethora of success 
stories from across the country be it 
the East, the Northeast or the South.
The Bogibeel bridge in Assam has 
become the country's longest rail and 
road bridge whereas the Pamban sea 
bridge in the South which connects 
Rameswaram to Mandapam in 
Tamil Nadu has re-established 
India's technological dominance and 
expertise.

The demand for the Bogibeel 
bridge was being raised since 
1965. For the completion of this 
project 30 Lakh sacks of cement 
have been used which includes 
constructing 39 girder spans of 
125 metres in length.
This is a one of its kind 
project completed by the 
Indian Railways in the recent 
past which highlights its 
technological accomplishments

Crore has been spent on building this rail-cum-road bridge 
which consists of a double railway line in the lower deck 
and a three-lane road network in the upper deck through 
which even heavy military tanks can pass easily

4.94
kilometres-long 
bridge between 
Dhemaji and 
Dibrugarh districts 
has cut short the 
distance from 500 
km to 100 km which 
earlier used to take 
a travel time of 24 
hours 

Rs 5,900 
The under-construction new 

Pamban sea bridge in Tamil 

Nadu will replace the previous 

105-year-old bridge which is 

expected to be completed 

by December this year. This 

is the country’s first Vertical 

Lift Railway Sea Bridge which 

has been built using the Span 

technology

The Pamban sea bridge will 

not only just allow the fast 

movement of trains but also 

enable them to carry more 

freights. Every year Lakhs of 

tourists visit Rameshwaram 

and Dhanushkodi which is 

expected to get a further 

boost with the coming up of 

the Pamban bridge  

TRANSFORMATION 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY7 YEARS

Building a New India 
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n This remarkable slogan highlights Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi's dedication towards 
ensuring air travel accessible to the common 
citizens of the country by bringing down the 
airfares. In a short span of time his vision has 
turned into a reality as the common citizens are 
able to take flights at a price as low as Rs 2,500

n Under the Udan scheme, the aim is to provide 
affordable air travel to everyone. Surprisingly 
the average cost of travel by flights would 
come down to Rs 5 per kilometre under this 
ambitious scheme whereas even travel by taxi 
costs Rs 10 per kilometre in India

n An hour-long air journey of 500 km by a fixed-
wing aircraft or a half an hour journey by a 
helicopter has been capped at Rs 2,500 only

MAKING AIR TRAVEL 
ACCESSIBLE FOR THE 
COMMON MAN

n Under this scheme so far an estimated 53 
Lakh people have undertaken air flights for 
Rs 2,500

n Now plans are afoot to connect 1,000 air 
routes in the country which will enable one 
Crore travellers to take flights

n At present, through the 5 heliports, 53 
airports and 2 water aerodromes the 
air services are operational in over 303  
routes

n The helicopter and seaplane services 
have been also brought under the ambit 
of the Udan scheme. Eleven operators are 
facilitating cheaper flights to the Udan air 
travellers

n The scheme envisages starting 1,000 new 
air routes and operationalising as many as 
100 airports

n The work is also in progress to overhaul 
the aviation infrastructure by adding 30 
new heliports and 10 water aerodromes 
for sea-planes

n India's first seaplane service between 
Ahmedabad and Kevadia in Gujarat was 
inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi last year 

My aim is to make people wearing 
'hawai-chappal' fly in a 'hawai-jahaz'

TRANSFORMATION 
THROUGH TECHNOLOGY

7 YEARS
Building a New India 
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MIRROR OF A SELF-RELIANT INDIA
India is the world’s largest democracy, and the temple of this democracy is the 
Parliament House. Where the future of the country is decided. The existing Parliament 
House was constructed 100 years ago. In these 100 years it has been repaired and 
renovated several times as per the requirements. It is no longer possible to increase 
the seating capacity in the old structure, nor is it possible to change the technology to 
upgrade it. In such a situation, to enable smooth functioning of the Government the 
new Parliament House and the Central Vista Project became the need for a new India 
of the 21st century...

n  The new Parliament House will be spread over 
an area of 64,500 square metres, cherishing 
the spirit of Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat. The 
construction of the new four-storey edifice 
will cost of Rs 971 Crore, and the Parliament 
House will be completed within next 21 months 
i.e., till the 75th anniversary of the country’s 
Independence

n  Its triangular design inspired by our cultural 
diversity will make it special. The new building 
is being designed in a triangle shape, whose 

interior decoration will provide a unique example 
of regional art, craft and architecture along with 
a glimpse into the Indian culture. From security 
point of view it will be impenetrable and it will 
also be equipped with earthquake resistant 
technology

n  It has been targeted to set up separate offices 
for all MPs which will be constructed near Shram 
Shakti Bhawan. MPs’ offices will be equipped 
with digital interface and modern facilities. There 
will be constitution hall, library, committee rooms 

TRANSFORMATION THROUGH 
TECHNOLOGY

7 YEARS
Building a New India 
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150%

2,000

888 384

entire construction work
n  Just as we have built the National War Memorial 

in front of the old Martyrs’ Memorial of the 
colonial period, similarly today we are building a 
new Parliament House dedicated to a new and 
self-reliant India in front of the old Parliament 
House

n  Construction of the Central Vista is going on in 
an area of about three km on both sides from 
Rashtrapati Bhavan to Rajpath. Most of these 
buildings are from before 1931

n  It is necessary to promote cooperation among 
employees to make an institution or Government 
more productive, but the existing structure of 
the Central Secretariat is not in accordance with 
the 21st century, so the Central Vista is needed 
today

n  On both sides in 4 plots there will be 10 offices, 
and then all ministries and offices of the 
Government of India will come at one place. 
There will be a tunnel from the metro station 
itself to enter these buildings 

n  Prime Minister’s residence and PMO are also 
part of the project. It will also house the Vice 
President’s office and residence   

more seating capacity in new 
Parliament House

engineers and workers directly 
and 9,000 workers indirectly 

will be involved in construction 
of new Parliament House

Lok Sabha 
Rooms 

Rajya Sabha 
Rooms

The Joint Parliament Session will 
have a seating capacity of 1272 MPs

and dining area reflecting India’s grand heritage
n  The old building will continue to be in use even after 

the construction of the new Parliament House. 
Both the buildings will work complementary to 
each other. The historical conservation of the 
existing building is also being taken care of in the 

Lok Sabha-Rajya Sabha will be equipped with 
high quality audio video facilities. Every desk 

will be equipped with electronic gadgets

It will be impregnable and 
earthquake resistant 

It will be built to meet the 
needs of more than 150 

years

Eco Friendly Green 
Construction to reduce power 

consumption by 30%



A low budget Mars mission
unleashes the country's technological prowess
Without the immense contribution of the youths in promoting Information Technology, 

India would not have entered the space age. Our ancestors might have played with snakes 
but the generation now plays with the "Mouse"

These words of Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi at Madison Square in the USA marks 
India's coming of age as a strong technologically powerful country which breaks the old 

stereotype image of the land of snake charmers.

n One of the metaphors to describe 
India's incredible low-budgeted Mars 
mission has been that the expense 
for the country to reach the red 
planet has been less than the auto 
fare when assessed on the basis 
of the per kilometre journey cost. 
This has been made possible by the 
technologically friendly policies of the 
government which eyes establishing 
India as a dominant space player

n India became the fourth country in 
the world to develop the indigenous 
Anti-satellite weapons (ASAT) 
technology which is capable of 
destroying satellites in space. This 
was announced by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in March 2019 

n After the partial success of the 
Chandrayaan 2 mission, approval has 
been given for Chandrayaan 3

n The work on the Gaganyaan mission 
is in full swing which aims for 
the country's first manned space 
mission. It is scheduled to be 
launched on the occasion of the 75th 
anniversary of India's independence

n Private enterprises have been allowed participation in 
the satellite launch and other space-based services

n In 2020 Indian astronomers discovered one of the 
farthest star galaxies in the universe

n 13 space missions were completed in 2019 including 6 
launching vehicles and 7 satellite missions

n Last year BSNL launched satellite-based Internet of 
Things (IoT) device service which enables calling in 
seas from anywhere within the country's jurisdiction  

In 2020 India
sent its 42nd

communication
satellite named

CMS-01 through
PSLV-C50

On January 22, 2020,
ISRO introduced its

first female half-
humanoid named 

Vyommitra in 
Bengaluru

India has established 357 
foreign satellites of 34 

countries in space orbit.
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India moves towards becoming 
Global Knowledge Super Power

n In a bid to transform India’s education system the 
Central Government approved a new National 
Education Policy on July 29, 2020, which will bring 
radical changes in both school education and higher 
education

n The Central Government has introduced the new 
education policy after 34 years. This is the first 
education policy of the 21st century and the third 
education policy of India since 1968 and 1986

n Under the National Education Policy 2020, a target 
of investing 6 per cent of the country’s GDP on 
the education sector through the Centre-State 
cooperation 

n The new education policy aims at ensuring equal 
access to all levels of education, equipping students 
with the skills and knowledge they need, encouraging 
creative thinking, logical decisions and a sense of 
innovation among students, removing linguistic 
obligations, promoting the use of technology for 
differently-abled students

n Committed to imparting education to all, the Central 
Government has widened the scope of right to 
education from 3 to 18 years from the previous 
bracket of 6 to 14 years. At the same time, the policy 
aims to achieve 100 per cent literacy among youth 
and adults by 2030

n A major change in the basic structure of school 
education has been made to replace 10+ 2 structure 
of school curriculum with a 5+3+3+4 school 
education system   

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been
constantly striving and determined to
improve the education system of the
country. As soon as he took over the
reigns of the country for the second time,
he radically changed India’s education
system and approved the new National
Education Policy 2020. At the same time,
uninterrupted education was imparted to
all sections during the Corona period, and a
fully paperless examination was conducted
through NTA for the first time in India …

Key Steps taken by Indian Government 
to Promote E-Learning during Corona 
DIKSHA: It has more than 80,000 e-books in 
different languages created by CBSE, NCERT 
and States/UTs for classes 1 to 12. Students 
benefitted a lot by downloading its app

E-pathshala: 
NCERT has 

deployed 1886 
audios, 2000 videos, 

696 e-books and 
504 Flip Books 
for classes 1 to 
12 in different 

languages

SwayamPrabha: 
It has 32 D2H TV 

channels transmitting 
educational content on 
24/7 basis.  It is meant 
to support and reach 

those who do not 
have access to 

the internet

National Repository of Open Educational 
Resources (NROER): It has a total of 

14,527 files including 401 collections, 2,779 
documents, 1,345 interactive, 1,664 audios, 
2,586 images and 6,153 videos in different 

languages

NEW NATIONAL EDUCATION 
POLICY AFTER 34 YEARS

7 YEARS
Building a New India 



DIGITAL EMPOWERMENT 
IN ALL SECTORS

One thing that people are using extensively during the 
ongoing Corona crisis is the digital technology. Since 
2015, the Central Government has done lot of work in 
this direction with initiatives to build a strong structure, 
which is now becoming the support and lifeline of a 
strong society. Be it the labour sector, making life easy for 
women, making it easy for the administration to reach the 
villages and poor, or consumer protection, it has become 
an important basis for politics, governance and diplomacy. 

Digital technology has heralded a new era in the country

LABOUR REFORM: THE BACKBONE OF ALL REFORMS
Independent India’s biggest 
reform for 50 Crore workers 

came after 73 years in the 
form of four labour codes, 

which is proving to be a 
boon for the workers. Many 
provisions in earlier labour 

laws dated back to the time 
of British rule and instead of 

protecting the interests of 
employers and workers, were 

proving to be cumbersome 
and troublesome due to 

the endless paperwork 
involved. The law was so 
much entangled that for 

the same work the workers 
had to fill up four separate 
forms. Employers also had 

to run across various labour 
department offices because of 

around 3 dozen laws divided 
into 1,458 sections and 937 
other points. But new labour 

code of New India will give 
boost to a demand-based 

economy and growth will gain 
momentum…

MOST COMPREHENSIVE AND 
EFFECTIVE REFORM

All labour laws are now linked to four  
codes. Now for the first time, all workers 
have got the right to minimum wages. 
By bringing everyone under the ambit 
of social security, they were ensured 
benefits like insurance and pension

29 50Crore Workers’ 
Family

Crore Workers 
in the Country

Sense of Family 
For the first time 
there is an effort to 
inculcate familial 
sense between 
the organised and 
unorganised sector 
workers and their 
employers 

Shram Suvidha 
Portal
Arrangement has 
been made for easy 
return filing for 
industries through 
the Shram Suvidha 
Portal

ESI, Pension 
Now all facilities are 
available through online 
portal, which anyone can 
access from anywhere
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OPTICAL FIBRE REACHING EVERY VILLAGE

MINIMUM GOVERNMENT 
MAXIMUM GOVERNANCE
Digital is an important part of this 
mantra which was adopted to facilitate 
the lives of ordinary citizens and to 
liberate them from the web of forms

Archaic laws 
were repealed

Migrant Labour
A national database is 
being created for migrant 
labourers, alongwith 
reforms in labour code

Whether it is the provision 
of refunds or the appeal of 
IT returns, everything is now 
faceless, attacking corruption and 
providing a big relief to taxpayers

1,842
Pace of work was sped up by restructuring 
departments, schemes and ministries. 
Interviews in jobs below a certain level were 
eliminated and arrangement was made 
for self-certification in place of document 
verification. Direct dialogue started with 
public through digital forum

Facilities like Umang 
App, DigiLocker have 
provided simple and 
transparent digital 
system to people

06 DIGITAL LIFE CERTIFICATION
Now, digital certification is 
facilitated to give life certification 
for obtaining pension after 
retirement

Crore people are being made 
digitally literate under the 
Prime Minister’s Rural Digital 

Literacy Campaign

CONSUMER RIGHTS DIGITAL
Consumers can now file a 
complaint easily through 
Consumer Community, GAMA 
Portal and Confonet App

The progress of villages can be gauged 
from the fact that in today’s New India 
there are more internet users in villages 
as compared to cities. Due to underwater 
optical fibre cable connectivity in Andaman 
and Nicobar Islands, 4G mobile services on 
these islands will promote digital services 
like tele-education, telehealth, e-governance 
services and tourism on islands. It has cost 
about Rs 1,224 Crore.

A target has been set to 
lay optical fibre in all the 6 
Lakh villages of the country

3.74 Lakh Common 
Service Centre (CSC) 
have digital facility for 
various Government 
services   

Optical fibre 
installed in 1.58 Lakh 

villages 
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"Let me tell you, those who know me, they 
also understand me. I do not live either for 
myself or those who are close to me. I am 

here for the welfare of the poor. I was born in poverty 
and have lived the life of a poor. I understand the 
pain of the poor." These words of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi reflect approach and resolve for 
the development of all and one. With an aim for 
balanced development, several schemes have been 
rolled out which involve developing infrastructure 
in villages, pucca houses for the poor, building 
toilets, making LPG connection accessible to all, 
the opening of bank accounts through Jan Dhan 
Yojana, financial help for creating employment or 
insurance plan for securing lives. India's 80-85 per 
cent population which lives in 6 Lakh villages has 
now attracted the attention of the Government for 
balanced development.

PRO-POOR POLICIES OF THE GOVERNMENT
THE WELFARE OF THE POOR REMAINS A TOP 
PRIORITY: Just a day after lockdown started on 
March 26, 2020, a special package of 1.75 Lakh 
Crore was announced for the poor. The provisions 
of the package included the distribution of ration 
including 5 kilos of cereals and pulses, depositing 
Rs 500 in the account of 20 Crore women, free LPG 
connection to 8 Crore households, Rs 1,000 monthly 
pension for 3 Crore senior citizens, widows and 
specially-abled people. Also, it included sending 
migrant workers back home safely and Rs 11,000 
Crore was released to states for the welfare of 
these workers.
ENSURING AVAILABILITY OF FREE RATION 
FOR THE POOR: During the Corona pandemic in 
the month of May-June, 80 Crore citizens were 
provided free ration at the cost of Rs 26,000 Crore.

SABKA SAATH SABKA VIKAS
Development of villages akin to cities, making facilities available to the poor, 

improving the living standard of the middle class and taking reformative steps 
for farmers to double their income are the hallmark of Government initiatives 

due to which ease of living has improved drastically

REFORMS FOR ALL
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PUCCA HOUSES: Under the Pradhan Mantri Gramin 
Awas Yojana out of 2.14 Crore eligible families 
1.93 Crore houses have been already sanctioned. 
Significantly the construction work for 1.36 Crore 
houses has been completed. The Government's 
ambition to provide pucca houses to everyone will 
turn into reality before the curtain falls on Amrit 
Mahotsava.
UJJWALA YOJANA: LPG connections were provided 
to 8 Crore poor citizens taking its coverage to 99.6 
per cent of the population.
BUILDING TOILETS IN EVERY HOUSE: Under 
Swachh Bharat Mission 11 Crore toilets were built.
GARIB KALYAN ROJGAR ABHIYAAN: Migrant 
workers to be provided employment opportunities in 
their villages only.
LIFE INSURANCE: The Central Government started 
two very ambitious insurance schemes Pradhan 
Mantri Suraksha Bima Yojana and Pradhan Mantri 
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana at a premium of Rs 12 and 
Rs 330 annually. Nearly 33 Crore people benefitted 
from these two schemes.
TAKING INTERNET CONNECTIONS TO VILLAGES: 
For the first time, the net consumption is higher in 
villages than in cities. Work is in full swing to connect 
every panchayat with optical fibre cable.
SVAMITVA SCHEME: My property - My right
n Under the scheme, beneficiaries are granted 

official documents confirming their ownership of 
land titles.

n It aims at digitisation of land records in every 
village. The work on preparing a digital map of 
residential landholdings is in full progress, an 
issue that was not given proper attention since the 
time of British rule in India.

n It envisages covering all the 6.62 Lakh villages 
with the SVAMITVA Scheme by April 2024.

PM SVANIDHI SCHEME: Providing self-employment 
opportunities and dignity to street vendors, this 
scheme has come as a relief for the street vendors. 
Provision for a loan of Rs 10,000 for 50 Lakh 
roadside vendors under the scheme. Nearly 41 Lakh 
applicants have applied for the loan out of which 24 
Lakh have been granted a loan.
FREEDOM FROM MIDDLEMEN: The chain of strong 
middlemen network was broken to allow farmers to 

 There has been a lot of promises made 
for the welfare of the poor  in past. But 

the way the enormous work for farmers' 
welfare has been done in this regime, it is 

unprecedented.
- Prime Minister Narendra Modi

ENSURING DIGNITY AND FACILITIES TO 
ANNADATA (FARMERS)

eNAM PROVIDING ONLINE TRADING PLATFORM FOR 
AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES:

In various states,  transactions worth Rs 1.13 Lakh 
Crore have been facilitated between farmers and 
buyers through this platform. So far more than 
1,70,00,000 farmers have been registered under it

PM KISAN SAMMANN NIDHI: 
Under the scheme till 
February over Rs 1,13,000 
Crore have been transferred 
in the bank accounts of the 
farmers

KISAN RAIL: 
During the Corona time 
the kisan rails were 
started with an aim to 
increase the income in 
the farm sector

One Nation, One MSP and One DBT: For the first 
time any Government fixed MSP at one and a 
half times the cost of production

sell their produce according to their will.
FARMER PRODUCER ORGANIZATIONS (FPOS): 
With an aim to provide easy financial support to 
86 per cent of small and marginal farmers in the 
country, plans are afoot to form 10,000 FPOs for 
which approval has already been given.   Union 
Government has taken initiatives through farmer 
friendly policies to make them debt free and 
doubling their income by 2022. 

FARMERS TO BECOME OWNERS OF THEIR AGRICULTURAL 
PRODUCE:The Parliament passed three new farm 
laws which enabled farmers to sell their produce 
outside mandis
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ECONOMY MARCHES ON THE PATH 
OF SELF-RELIANCE

Strategies for the economy and society can only be determined by local, national and global 
policies. India’s collective progress and prosperity is largely because half of its population 
classify as working groups. When a pandemic like Corona struck, the leadership of the 
country gave the mantra of saving lives first, then with the mantra ‘Jaan Bhi, Jahan Bhi’ it 
gave the mantra of AatmaNirbharta or self-reliance and took steps towards realising it…

Indian economy was also severely affected 
as  the other nations of the World during the 
pandemic. The country's economy contracted 

by a record 23.9 per cent in the first quarter of 
the previous fiscal. All international agencies had 
predicted slowdown in India’s economic growth. 
But even during this crisis, it was the result of the 
policies of the Central Government, that within the 
third quarter, growth again turned positive. India 
was only the second country in the world to have 
a positive GDP. Moreover, all those who were 
predicting a severe economic slowdown in India 
have revised their forecast saying India’s GDP will 
move up by two points in the new financial year. 

AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT PACKAGE SHOWS THE WAY
Government announced 
‘AatmaNirbhar Bharat’ package 
to support economy during 
lockdown

29.87
Lakh Crore announced 
in three phases

15%
The economic package took 
care of the interests of the 
common man, the poor, 
the farmers, the migrant 
labourers, the MSMEs along 
with the industry

package of India’s 
GDP. It not only 
handled it but 

also showed the 
economy the path 

of self-reliance

GROWING ECONOMY7 YEARS
Building a New India 
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INDIA READY TO LEAD THE FOURTH 
INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION

Artificial Intelligence, Machine Learning, 
Internet of Things, Blockchain and Big Data 
have the potential to take the country to 
new heights. In the present age technology 
is an important means to achieve complete 
progress. It is on this path that India can fulfil 
its dream of self-reliance in the long run. In 
the words of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
“India was a slave at the time of the World's 
first and second industrial revolutions. 
When the Third Industrial Revolution took 
place, India was struggling to deal with 
the challenges faced post-Independence. 
But now India is fully prepared. At present, 
50 per cent of the country’s population is 
below the age of 27 years. Therefore, India 
is ready to play an important role in the 
fourth Industrial Revolution.”

In a significant reform to the tax system under the 
one country-one tax regime the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) has helped to take the economy to a new 
height. When industry and traders got a relief from 
the tax net, the loss of revenue also came down
In March 2021 a record Rs 1.23 Lakh Crore GST 

collected. This is the sixth consecutive month that 
GST collections crossed Rs 1 Lakh Crore
For the first time, faceless assessment was 
introduced to respect the honest taxpayer. 
Through the ‘Vivad Se Vishwas’ scheme initiative 
was taken to reduce pending tax cases 

DEFINITION OF MSME CHANGED...
Whenever the world faced economic crisis, India 
has managed to avoid it, because agriculture 
and small and medium enterprises have acted 
as its backbone to support India’s economy. The 
definition of MSME sector, which holds 29 per cent 
share in the economy, was changed. Target is to 
increase their share up to 50 per cent in the GDP.

MERGER OF PUBLIC SECTOR BANKS
It was decided to merge 27 Public Sector banks to 
form 12 banks to improve the condition of banks 
facing poor economic condition and reduce the 

rising debt deficit. NPAs declined from 11.5 per 
cent in March 2018 to 9.3 per cent in March 2019 
and 8.5 per cent in March 2020.

For the First Time PLI for Industries…
Till now, only governments were giving cheap loans, 
electricity, water, etc. to the industries. But for the 
first time, the Central Government announced an 
incentive link package for 13  sector industries 
that have performed well in manufacturing. The 
Rs 1.97 Lakh Crore PLI will generate $500 Billion 
manufacturing output in the next 5 years and create 
1 Crore new jobs.

120 
Crore 

Indians have 
Aadhar

93%
Increase in access to 
telecommunications. Over 50 Crore 
Indians have access to mobile phones
India is the largest mobile internet 
consuming country in the world. 
Rates are the lowest. Mobile data 
consumption has increased by 30 
times in the last 4 years
Under these circumstances, India is 
now fully prepared to lead the world’s 
fourth industrial revolution

1.58 Lakh 
Gram Panchayats now 
have optical fibre. In 
2014, it was only up to 
59 Gram Panchayats

The country is constantly 
moving forward in terms of 
innovation. The 52nd rank in 
the Global Innovation Index is a 
witness to this. It has improved 
continuously in 7 years

GST
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New Beginning of Interaction with Stakeholders 
after Budget...
The General Budget comes every year, but 
for the first time, an intiative was taken to 
engage experts for implementation of the 
Budget at the ground level. Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi himself started a new tradition 

by interacting directly with experts from nine 
sectors. This  intiative shall act as a bridge 
between the citizens and private sector and 
ensuring implementation of the Budget at the 
ground level while making India self-reliant is 
an important milestone in reaching the goal of 
a $5 Trillion economy. 

DBT AND DIGITAL ECONOMY 
SHOW NEW DIRECTION...

Number of income tax 
return filers increased 

by 2.5 Crore
Today, more than 120 Crore 
people in the country have 
Aadhaar cards. Direct benefit 
transfer or DBT through Aadhaar has 
become the pivot of Government schemes

Benefits are being sent to the beneficiaries 
directly into their bank accounts. This is one 
of the biggest steps against corruption by 
the Central Government. Now, 100 paise out 
of 100 is reaching the needy

In 318 schemes of 54 
ministries, dues are being 
sent directly to the bank 
accounts through DBT

Lakh Crore sent directly 
to accounts through DBT 
so far. Rs 1.78 Lakh Crore 
saved through DBT

Government relaxed rules for foreign 
investment. Foreign investment allowed in 
sectors like defence, insurance and railways. 
This led to growth in manufacturing and 
created new jobs in the country

Rs 15.16 

JAN DHAN

Crore bank 
accounts 

opened in 6 
years

of the accounts 
opened in rural 

areas. 55% of the 
account holders 

are women

Crore are 
deposited at 

present

64%

Rs 1, 45,000 

More than 
Rs 25,000
Crore assistance 
provided now under 
Stand-Up India 
scheme

More than
Rs 28 
Crore loans 
sanctioned so far 
under Mudra Yojana

Under the Jan Dhan Yojana, every 
member in every household now 

gets a bank account 

n Foreign investment inflows of $72.12 
Billion have taken place from April 
2020 to January 2021. Highest in 
history so far

n Cashless economy is the need of 
the hour. Therefore, the Central 
Government has taken special 
initiatives to make the country’s 
economy digital

n BHIM App is making available digital 
payments of 170 banks 

n This year itself provision of Rs 1500 
Crore is made in the Budget for 
promotion of digital payments in 
India. India surpassed US and China in 
2020 in terms of digital transactions

n More than 4 Trillion transactions have 
taken place through BHIM App from 
August 2016 to March 2021
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UREA TO BE PRODUCED USING NEW 
TECHNOLOGY FOR THE FIRST TIME IN INDIA

In a bid to boost technological advancement in the country, the Cabinet Committee has 
given its approval for production of Urea through an innovative process. The production 
of Urea through coal gasification route is a step towards AatmaNirbhar Bharat and will 
script a new story in the field of energy security and urea self-sufficiency of the country. 
Apart from this the Cabinet also gave approval for Bangalore Metro Rail Project and 
amendments to the Finance Bill...

n DECISION: Approval of subsidy policy for Urea 
produced through coal gasification by Talcher 
Fertilizers Limited.

n BENEFITS: The estimated project cost of the 
TFL Urea project is Rs 13,277.21 Crore.

n The project will give a boost to ‘Make in India’ 
initiative and ‘AatmaNirbhar'’ campaign.

n The project shall improve availability of fertilizer 
to farmers, thereby boosting development of 
eastern region and will save transport subsidy 
for supply of urea in eastern part of the country.

n It would assist in reducing urea imports to the 
tune of 12.7 LMT per annum leading to savings 
in foreign exchange.

n DECISION: Approval to Bangalore Metro Rail 
Project Phase 2A, which will streamline the 
urban transportation system in Bengaluru, which 
is stressed due to intensive developments, 
increase in the number of private vehicles and 
heavy construction in the city.

n BENEFITS: Phase 2A will connect Central Silk 
Board Junction to K.R. Puram and Phase 2B 
will connect K.R. Puram to Airport via Hebbal 
Junction.

n Total length of the project is 58.19 km.  
The total completion cost of the project is  
Rs 14,788 Crore. 

n Implementation of the project will provide 
the much needed additional public transport 
infrastructure to Bangalore.  

n DECISION: Cabinet gives ex-post facto 
approval for the Government amendments to 
the Finance Bill, 2021, to address stakeholders’ 
concerns. 

n BENEFITS: The Government amendments to the 
Finance Bill, 2021 are tax proposals which shall 
generate timely revenue for the Government 
and streamline existing provisions.

n The amendments will address stakeholders 
concerns arising out of amendments 
proposed in the Finance Bill. 

n Amendments to the Finance Bill 2021 shall 
provide equity and inclusiveness to all the 
taxpayers.  n

CABINET DECISION



DEFENCE SECTOR
OVERHAULING THE

Valor, honor, dignity, and credibility are the four 
benchmark qualities of the army of any nation

Centre gives a nod 
for the purchase of 
indigenously built 

light combat aircraft 
Tejas at 

48,000 Crore
India in the 
list of top 

25 arms 
exporters 

The Modi Government rebranded the 
behemoth Defence Ministry which in 
the past suffered from inefficiency and 

sluggishness in clearing defence projects. This 
ministry not only looks after the defence needs of 
the country but is also responsible for overseeing 
the welfare of 1.5 Million defence personnel 
comprising of army, navy, air-force and coast 
guard. The Defence Ministry traditionally receives 
the highest share of the annual budget which 
was not judiciously used in past. Amidst such 
challenges, Prime Minister Narendra Modi took 
over the mantle of the country in 2014 with one of 
his top priorities being to transform the Defence 
Ministry. He unveiled policies such as Make in 
India and pushed hard for fast development 
of military infrastructure which has forced the 
enemy nations to rethink their stand towards 
India.
ANNOUNCEMENT OF DEFENCE PROCUREMENT 
POLICY TO PROMOTE SWADESHI
The announcement of the Defence Procurement 
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Initiatives to make Defence 
Sector Self-Reliant 

Rs 
Manufacturing 

of arms and 
equipment started 

under Make in 
India 

An 
index drive 
launched to 

connect Startups 
with small scale 

industries

Two 
defence 

corridors set up 
in Tamil Nadu and 

Uttar Pradesh

52,000 Crore 
separate budget 

for 
manufacturing

The Indian army follows these famous 
lines of Saint Thiruvalluvar in letter 
and spirit which was postulated 
by him centuries ago. Unlike the 
previous governments, Prime Minister 
Narenda Modi is keen to boost 
the defence sector by speeding up 
the infrastructure projects, giving 
more emphasis on cutting edge 
technologies and modernisation.



UAPA made more stringent: With an aim to uproot 
terrorism the National Investigative Agency (NIA) was 
given sweeping powers through an amendment in the 
bill. Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act-UAPA was 
made more stringent through an amendment.
DRDO budget enhanced: The budget this year has   
increased the capital allocation for DRDO by 8 per cent  
with an aim to promote research in the defence sector. 

Policy in 2016 was a giant leap forward. 
The policy aims to promote defence 
manufacturing in India. This policy 
gives special emphasis to the Indian 
companies which are able to design, 
develop and produce the defence 
equipment indigenously by giving 
preferences to them while making 
defence purchases.

The next big challenge was to 
identify the various plans for which 
funds have to be allocated and a policy 
decision has to be taken exigently. The 
purchase of 50,000 bulletproof jackets 
for the army personnel was expedited 
who were facing its absolute shortage. 
Earlier our jawans engaged in anti-terror 

operations were feeling the heat due 
to a shortage of bulletproof jackets.

After a long wait of two decades, 
the process for procuring helmets for 
army jawans was approved who were 

earlier facing its severe scarcity.  
The Kanpur-based MKU Industries 

was given the contract to make 
1.58 Lakh helmets at a cost of 
Rs 180 Crore.

The year 2016 remained 
one of the most eventful 
for the army in which with 
an aim to deal with any 
misadventure from Pakistan 

in the aftermath of surgical 
strike the Cabinet Committee on 

Security Matters enabled the three 
wings of the army to procure Rs 

20,000 Crore worth of defence deals 
through the fast track process.

Throwing light on the grave situation 
a report of the former Comptroller and 
Auditor General in Parliament clearly 
states that despite the imminent 
danger, arms and ammunitions were 
not stockpiled. The situation had 
reached an alarming level by March 
2013. The grave situation in past, that 
India was staring at has now dissipated 
with enough efforts being taken in the 
recent past to make the army strong. 
After a wait of 43 years, One Rank One 
Pension has also been implemented.  

2008 to 2014 

2014-2020 

Robust 
Infrastructure at the 

border 

3,600 
KM ROAD

4,700 
KM ROAD

7,270 
BRIDGES

14,953

CREATION OF THE POST OF CDS
The post of Chief of Defence 
Staff was created culminating 
a demand of more than 
two decades. General Bipin 
Rawat took over as India's 
first CDS.

REINING IN TERRORISM
After the abrogation of Article 

370 from Jammu & Kashmir, 

there has been a sharp fall in 

terror activities.

2019 2020 2021*

157 211
8

TERRORISTS KILLED

2019 2020 2021*

594
244

15TE
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DE

NC
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(*till march 2021)

The budget for the year 
2021-22 announced a hike 
in the capital expenditure 
of 18.75 per cent for the 
modernisation of the 
army. Significantly, the 
three wings of the army 
have been given approval 
to buy any inventory or 
new weapon up to Rs 500 
Crore for each project.

Defence purchases of deadly weapons: 
India to receive S-400 air defence system 
from Russia this year. Kalashnikov AK-203 
rifles to be indigenously made. Ultra-light 
howitzer tanks and Scorpene submarines 
are also being  made in the country. 

BRIDGES
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi took over the baton of the World's largest democracy 
in 2014 after registering a landslide victory in the general elections in 2014. He 
reinvigorated India's foreign policy by making new friends while at the same time 
strengthened its bilateral relations with old friends. Understanding the need for a 
pragmatic approach to secure the country's interest in the 21st century he adopted 
the policy of 'India First'. The two cardinal principles of his foreign policy-  'Acting East' 
and 'Looking West' have infused new life into India's global ambitions.

INDIA SHINES ON THE WORLD STAGE

The cornerstone of the Modi Government's 
foreign policy has been to reach out to 
the nations in its backyard for which he 

has rolled out the 'Neighbour first' policy since 
2014. Moving ahead the policy in the same vein 
envisages pulling out all the stops to strengthen 
its relations with off-shore neighbours' through 
the 'extended neighbourhood' approach.The 
astute thinking of the Modi regime is paying 
rich dividends as the bilateral relations with 
various countries have improved exponentially. 
India has positioned itself as a global leader 
by reinventing the age-old concept of  ‘वसुधवै 
कुटंुबकम’ (Entire World is One Family) during the 
time of the raging Corona pandemic.
RE-INFUSING LIFE INTO BILATERAL RELATIONS
When everything has come to a standstill during 
the pandemic, Prime Minister Modi provided 

stewardship to the world community by starting  
virtual meetings to discuss global problems. 
He strengthened India's ties with the USA, the 
UK, France, Germany, the Gulf and West Asian 
nations. He also participated in the G-20 and 
NAM summits.
n During the Corona pandemic, he embarked on 

a visit to Bangladesh to strengthen the friendly 
ties where he also addressed on its national 
day

n With an aim to boost the cross-border 
cooperation with Bangladesh and Nepal lot 
many efforts have been taken

n During his visit to the Maldives, he was 
bestowed with its highest civilian award “Rule 
of Nishan Izzuddeen”, while during his tour to 
UAE he was conferred with its highest civilian 
award 'Order of Zayed'
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FOREIGN POLICY:  
'NEIGHBOUR FIRST'

7 YEARS
Building a New India 



n Indian became a non-permanent 
member of the UN Security Council 
for the record eighth time

n With an aim to show solidarity 
with the people of Sri Lanka in 
the aftermath of the Easter terror 
attack of April 2019 Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi visited St Anthony's 
Church in Sri Lanka which was one 
of the sites of the terror bombing

n With initiatives such as “Wuhan 
Spirit” and “Chennai Connect” 
efforts were made to deepen 
relations with China

n Prime Minister Modi left an 
indelible mark at the world summits 
including the SCO summit, G20 
summit in Japan, BRICS summit 
in Brazil and Economic Forum 
meeting held in Russia

n After becoming Prime Minister, 
Modi gave a boost to bilateral ties 
with Israel, France, UK, Japan, the 
USA and South Korea. He also 
strengthened bilateral ties with 
West Asian nations including 
Iran, Saudi Arabia and Israel. The 
partnership with New Zealand 
and Australia has also become 
stronger

n The relations with Iran have 
transformed in the last few years 
through various efforts. India 
signed a historic agreement on 
Chabahar with Iran to further 
cement the ties

n The relations with Palestine are 
also on the upper trajectory. During 
his visit to Palestine in 2018 Prime 
Minister Modi was bestowed with 
the Grand Collar of the State Of 
Palestine award

n India did not join RCEP despite 
international pressure    

INDIA ISOLATED PAKISTAN 
TO HIT TERRORISM HARD

INDIA LENDS A HELPING HAND

n India played a key role in ensuring the blacklisting of 
Pakistan by the Financial Action Task Force (FATF). 
Pakistan was blacklisted by the Asia-Pacific Sub Group 
as well

n The International Court of Justice in a victory for India 
gave its verdict allowing consular access to Kulbhushan 
Jadhav

After India developed the Corona vaccine it extended its 
helping hand to other countries. India supplied medicines 
and other relief assistance to various countries. Under the 
'Vaccine Maitri', India has supplied over 6 Crore doses of 

Corona vaccine to 95 countries

After an earthquake 
struck Nepal in 2015 

India immediately 
sent relief material 
through a special 

plane in addition to 
the financial help 

India undertook 
'Operation Samudra 

Maitri' to assist 
victims of earthquake 

and tsunami in 
Indonesia

India extended 
support in helping 
Mozambique deal 
with the aftermath 

of Cyclone Idai

India with the support 
of France started this noble 

initiative. The International Solar 
Alliance secretariat is the first 

international organisation 
headquartered in India

International Solar Alliance

India's age-old 
tradition of Yoga was 

recognised all over the 
world. The world also 
adopted June 21 as 

International Yoga Day

International Yoga Day

VACCINE MAITRI

QUAD
India is an important 
strategic partner of Quad 
which also includes the USA, 
Japan and Australia. This 
partnership is very important 
from the strategic point of 
view in the Asia and Pacific 

Ocean region

2+2 dialogue 
India and US launched their 
2+2 ministerial dialogue in 
2018. In October 2020 the third 
edition of the 2+2 dialogue 
was held in New Delhi. India 
inked many agreements with 
the US during the ministerial 

summit
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LONG WAIT OF CENTURIES COMES TO AN END
On November 9, 2019, Supreme Court 
delivered its much-awaited verdict 
clearing the way for the construction 
of a Ram Temple in Ayodhya. As a 
buoyant nation welcomed the SC 
decision Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi also joined the enthusiastic 
citizens in lauding the verdict calling 
it a new dawn for India. He asked 
the youths to take a vow to build a 
new India. Whether its Ram Mandir 
or taking key decisions on Kartarpur 
Corridor, Kashi Vishwanath Corridor, 
abrogating Article 370 from Jammu 
& Kashmir, abolition of triple talaq or 
Citizenship Amendment Act these 
steps are guiding India to the path of 
fast progress.

Last year while laying the foundation stone for Ram 
Mandir on August 5, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had said, "The way Dalits-Backwards-Tribals 

and every section of the society cooperated with 
Gandhiji in the freedom struggle the same way with the 
support of the people of the country the pious work on 
Ram Mandir has started". His words on the occasion 
reflect his intent which suggests that Lord Rama is 
omnipresent in every aspect of life. Rama is in the faith 
of India, Rama is in the ideals of India. There is Rama 
in the divinity of India, there is Rama in the philosophy 
of India. In such a situation, we have to keep in mind, 
when humanity has accepted Rama - development has 
taken place when we have wandered - the paths of 
destruction got open. We have to respect everyone's 
feelings. We have to ensure progress for everyone with 
their support and faith. This concept of Ram Rajya has 
transformed the landscape of the cultural heritage of 
the country. The key decisions taken in the last few 
years are reflective of the Government's commitment:

RISE OF NEW INDIA7 YEARS
Building a New India 
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This historic decision sent a message of 
social harmony and goodwill in the nation

The resolve of Dr Shyama Prasad Mukherjee for "there cannot be two 
Constitutions, two Prime Ministers and two flags in one nation" became 
a reality after a wait of 72 years. After the repeal of articles 370 and 35A 
now Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh are following in the footsteps of the 
rest of the country for fast development

n Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
laid the foundation stone for Ram 
Mandir in Ayodhya on August 5, 
2020. On the occasion, he said 
that the temple will not only add 
to the grandeur of Ayodhya but 
it will transform the economy of 
the region

n There will be the availability of 
opportunities in every sector. 
Just imagine, people from across 
the world will come to seek the 
obeisance of Prabhu Ram and 
Mata Janki

n The decision to revoke Article 370 which grants special status to 
Jammu & Kashmir was taken on August 5, 2019, which ended the 
bias being followed for over 60 years

n This ensured the unification of Jammu & Kashmir in a real sense 
with the rest of India

n The entire region was bifurcated into two Union Territories - Jammu 
& Kashmir (With a Legislative Assembly) and Ladakh without a 
Legislative Assembly keeping in view it's special needs

n After the passage of State Reorganisation Bill from Parliament the 
long-standing demand of Ladakh for 70 years was finally met

n Now Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh are moving fast towards 
social and economic transformation. The new domicile law was 
introduced and local people were given democratic rights

AYODHYA 
VERDICT

years of long wait 
for Ram Mandir in 

Ayodhya came to an 
end on November 9, 
2019, after Supreme 
Court paved way for 

its construction

492

NATION

BECOMES A REALITY
1 LAW

SYMBOL 

n In the parliamentary history of the country July 30, 
2019, is a landmark day when the Triple Talaq was 
abolished by the Parliament of the country. Freedom 
from triple talaq is one of the key highlights of 
government intentions to protect Muslim women 
from fait accompli of one-sided divorce

n In the words of Home Minister Amit Shah, "After the 
passage of triple talaq law the history will remember 
the name of Prime Minister Narendra Modi in the 
same vein as other reformists like Raja Ram Mohan 
Roy and Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar" 

ENDING THE 
DISCRIMINATORY 

PRACTICE OF 
TRIPLE TALAQ

n The Kartarpur Corridor was opened last year 
which links Dera Baba Sahib in Gurdaspur in 
India with Gurdwara Kartarpur Sahib in Pakistan

n The founder of the Sikh religion, Guru Nanak Dev 
Ji spent his last days in Kartarpur.  This holy 
place was only accessible to Sikh followers in 
India through binoculars

n On November 9, 2019, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi inaugurated Kartarpur Corridor which has 
been built at the cost of Rs 120 Crore

n Indian pilgrims from 
any religion can now 
use the corridor to pay 
obeisance at the holy 
shrine in Kartarpur. 
There is no requirement 
of a Visa for visiting 
this 
place
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n Citizenship Amendment Act removes roadblocks from granting 
Indian citizenship to persecuted minorities from Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Afghanistan. Apart from it, there are provisions 
for those refugees who in any way are not involved in opposing 
the constitution may also be granted citizenship on reasonable 
grounds. The country has already provided refuge to Bangladeshi 
author Taslima Nasreen

n The Central Government took the historic decision to amend the 
citizenship law which seeks to address the decades-old problem 
of protecting the rights and dignity of persecuted religious 
minorities in India's neighboring countries - Pakistan, Bangladesh 
and Afghanistan

n This historic bill was passed by Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha on 
December 9 and December 11 respectively in 2019. President 
Ram Nath Kovind gave assent to the bill on December 12 of the 
same year which allows citizenship to persecuted minorities 
consisting of Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, Zoroastrian and Christian 
communities from Afghanistan, Bangladesh and Pakistan

 n One of the dream projects of Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to rebuild 
Kedarnath city which was devastated 
by a natural calamity seven years ago 
is returning back to its full grandeur

  n In 2013 between the night of 
June 16-17 a cloudburst caused 
devastating flood and landslide 
snatching away thousands of lives 
with an enormous loss to houses and 
property. This seriously impeded the 
traffic movement as well affecting 
the rescue operations

CAA ENSURES PERSECUTED 
MINORITIES FROM PAKISTAN, 
BANGLADESH, AFGHANISTAN 
GET PROTECTION

BHAGWAN KEDARNATH 
PILGRIMAGE SITE 
BECOMES MORE BEAUTIFUL 
AND GRAND

n Shri Kashi Vishwanath temple established by Adi 
Shankaracharya is an important destination of the 
Hindu faith. Now efforts are going on war footing to 
connect 'Maa Ganga' and 'Kashi Vishwanath'

n Due to this project, not only its adjoining areas but the 
entire Varanasi is witnessing fast change. The brain 
behind this project is Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
himself under whose inspiration the temple is being 
restored to full glory

n With an aim to connect Baba Vishwanath temple 
with Ganga Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the 
foundation stone for the construction of the Shri 
Kashi Vishwanath Pilgrimage Project on March 8, 
2019. Under this project, 24 'Bhawans' spread over 
an area of 50,261 square metres is being constructed

KASHI 
VISHWANATH 
CORRIDOR
The under-construction 
centre of faith for Hindus 
Shri Kashi Vishwanath 
corridor to be 
completed this year

Undoubtedly when everyone moves with a spirit 
of unity then country will certainly progress 
which will inspire and guide many generations 
to come. 

After wait of five decades peace returns with Bodo Accord
n In the spirit of 'Sabka Saath Sabka Vikas' the Bodo 

problem was resolved ending over 50 years of 
instability through various agreements

n In the accord special care was taken for the territorial 
integrity of Assam and a special package of Rs 1,500 
Crore was also announced for the development of 
the Bodo region

n On the call of Prime Minister Modi more than 
1,615 Bodo militants surrendered to return to the 
mainstream

 Two decade old Bru-Reang refugee problem resolved
n The Central Government in a tripartite agreement 

with Mizoram and Tripura resolved the two-decades-
old Bru-Reang refugee problem

 n Nearly 34,000 internally displaced people were 
settled in Tripura and Rs 600 Crore was given to 
Tripura for their rehabilitation and development
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The youth of the country not only want better cities, they also want the best villages and 
towns. Integrating all the different facilities and consolidating them under one name is 
known as- One Nation, One Service. Along with the construction of world class urban 

centres, the Central Government is providing facilities to villages as well which are 
promoting ‘ease of living’ and contributing to the transformation of the country…

Unification of services making 
facilities accessible easily 

The National Common Mobility Card 
(NCMC) will give integrated access to 
the commuters wherever they travel, 
whichever public transport they take 
like metro, cab, bus, train etc.

One Nation, One Mobility Card

With new agricultural reforms and 
systems like e-NAM, the country is 
moving towards One Nation, One 
Agriculture Market

One Nation, One Market

It has made travel seamless on 
highways across the country

One Nation, One Fastag

One Nation, One Tax i.e., GST has 
ended the complications in the tax 
system and has brought uniformity 
in indirect tax system

One Nation, One Tax

Citizens moving from one place to another, 
are now free from the trouble of making 
new ration cards. The beneficiaries can 
get their quota of food grains from any 
electronic point of sale (e-PoS) enabled fair 
Price Shops anywhere in the country

One Nation, One Ration Card

One nation, One Power Grid is a bold 
reform to ensure adequate electricity 
supply in every part of the country

One Nation, One Power Grid

Crores of people are availing benefits 
up to Rs 5 Lakh anywhere in the 
country

One Nation, One Health Insurance

Conducting examination through 
National Recruitment Agency (NRA), 
paving the way for a transformational 
reform in the recruitment process for 
Central Government jobs

One Nation, One Exam

Seamless Gas Connectivity is being ensured to those areas of the country where gas-
based cooking lifestyle and economy used to be a dream. The scheme aims to provide 
LPG gas to all households in the country and CNG gas for vehicular fuel. One Nation, One 
Gas Grid, will help in making fertilizers at a lower cost. At the same time, industries like 
electricity and chemicals will also benefit and employment opportunities will increase. 
The expenditure on foreign exchange will also come down.

One Nation, 
One Gas 

Grid

ONE NATION, ONE SERVICE7 YEARS
Building a New India 

Every Indian today can speak of One Nation, One 
Constitution, and we are trying to fulfil Sardar Sahibs 
dream of “Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat”. So, we must 
develop such systems which strengthen the country’s 
unity and serve as a cementing force, and this process 
must go on continuously.

– Prime Minister Narendra Modi
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Honouring the legacy of 
Great Indian Leaders 

The Government is undertaking several initiatives with an aim to educate the 
people about various inspiring leaders and unsung heroes of the country. The 
intention of the Government is to highlight the achievements and sacrifices of 

these true patriots who worked selflessly for the society.

It was truly a momentous occasion when Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the statue 
of very revered Saint Basaveshwara during 

his visit to Britain in 2015. Prime Minister Modi 
extolled Bhagwan Basaveshwar from Karnatka 
who is considered one of the icons of India's rich 
culture for his efforts to enlighten society and 
raise the issue of women empowerment in the 
12th century.
The inauguration of the Bhagwan Basaveshwar 
statue in a foreign land is just one instance of the 
Government's effort to highlight the rich cultural 
heritage associated with figures who are in the 
real sense the ambassadors of Indian values. 
Significantly, like Bhagwan Basaveshwar the 
efforts are in full swing to get the rightful place for 
our real-life heroes in Indian history. The guiding 
philosophy of 'India First' is an encompassing 
philosophy which discourages any partisan and 
parochial concerns including party, ideology 
or familial. The Government has also taken 
institutional transformation to imbibe good and 

durable practices. 
EFFORTS TO CONNECT WITH IDEOLOGIES OF 
BR AMBEDKAR
Dr BR Ambedkar was one of the chief architects of 
the Indian constitution whose painstaking efforts 
in ensuring equality for every citizen were given due 

Govt to spend Rs 226 Crore on the state-of-
the-art museum on Prime Ministers
In the parliamentary democracy, the 
Prime Minister plays a dominant role 
in shaping the country's policies and 
executing various schemes for the 
welfare of the people. The Government 
has allocated Rs 226 Crore to develop a 
state of the art museum that would be 
based on the lives of the Prime Ministers 
of India. This museum will highlight the 
role of the various Prime Ministers in 
nation-building

UNSUNG HEROES

7 YEARS
Building a New India 
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recognition under Modi Government. With an aim 
to protect his legacy and untiring efforts in nation-
building the Government took a very bold step to 
develop five places of historic significance that are 
related to him as "Panchteerth". The Government 
also announced in 2015 to celebrate November 26 
as Constitution Day to commemorate the adoption 
of the Indian constitution to recognise the role of 
BR Ambedkar in framing the constitution.  
REVIVING THE LEGACY OF NETAJI SUBHAS 
CHANDRA BOSE
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose's iconic slogan of 'you 
give me blood I will give you freedom' still inspires 
the nation. Prime Minister Modi hoisted the 
national flag at Red Fort in 2018 to commemorate 
the establishment of the 75th anniversary of the 
Provisional Government of Free India or more 
famously known as Azad Hind Government by 
Netaji. It was a proud moment for the nation as 
finally after so many years the legacy of India's 
most cherished leader was recognized. Four 
members of Azad Hind Fauj participated in the 
Republic Day Parade of 2019. The Government of 
India finally took a decision to declassify the files 
relating to Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and make 
them accessible to the public which has been one 
of the longest-held demands of his family. During 
his visit to Japan in 2014 Prime Minister Modi met 
with Saichiro Misumi who was the oldest living 
confidante of Netaji at that time.
SARDAR PATEL: A STATESMAN WHO UNITED 
INDIA
Prime Minister Narendra Modi unveiled the 'Statue 
of Unity' at Kevadia in Gujarat as a mark of honour 
for Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel who is fondly called 
'Iron Man of India' for his role in uniting India. 

This 600-feet colossal statue is the tallest in the 
world. The foundation stone for the statue was 
laid down in 2013 when Narendra Modi was the 
Chief Minister of Gujarat. Sardar Patel was the first 
Home Minister of free India but his contributions in 
shaping modern India were never fully recognised. 
But now the Government is seeking to reinvigorate 
the legacy of Sardar Patel through such steps.
 The Government has also made an untiring effort 
to give due recognition to the Veer Savarkar who 
was undoubtedly one of the most outstanding 
freedom fighters of the country. Considered an 
anathema by the ruling political class in past for 
several decades now the Modi Government is 
trying to rebuild his legacy. He spent his youth 
days in the Cellular prison of Andaman Nicobar in 
solitary confinement.
Similarly, Prime Minister Modi is working in the 
mission mode to rediscover the legacy of other 
very extraordinary personalities of India including 
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, Birsa Munda and 
Deenbandhu Sir Chottu Ram. 

Anonymous heroes started becoming the 'Padma' of New India
Modi Government has brought revolutionary changes in the country 
which involves on one hand ending the VIP culture in the country and 
on the other making the coveted awards such as Padma awards within 
the reach of the common citizens. The process for this award has been 
simplified and made transparent which gives recognition to the merit 
of a person instead of the culture of lobbying. The Government has 
now made the common citizens of the country as real heroes whose 
accomplishments do not grab the headlines of any newspaper or channel. 
Birubala Rabha from Assam, Pappammal and Dr T Veeraraghvan from 
Tamil Nadu, Narayan Debnath from West Bengal or Tsultrim Chonjor 
from Ladakh are the new faces of Indian aspirations who have been 
given Padma awards in recognition of their merit despite a very modest 
background.  
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Lord Krishna has said in Shri 
Bhagvad Gita - “समदःुखसखुम्, 
धीरम्, सः, अमतृतववाय, कल्पत’े 

(Samduhkhsukham, dheeram, sah, 
amrtatvaay, kalpate). Meaning- those 
who remain steady even in happiness 
and distress become eligible for 
liberation and attain immortality. This 
is our inspiration of getting the nectar 
of India’s bright future from Amrit 
Mahotsav. There are inspirations and 
messages from different battles and 
events in the freedom struggle which 
India can imbibe and move forward. 
The freedom struggle of 1857, the 
return of Mahatma Gandhi from abroad, 
reminding the nation of the power 
of Satyagraha, the call for complete 
independence by Lokmanya Tilak, the 
Azad Hind Fauj’s Delhi March under the 
leadership of Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose and the slogan of ‘Dilli Chalo’ 
which India cannot forget even today.

There are many such incidents in 
India’s freedom struggle, which 
provide us with inspiration and 
energy. The Amrit Mahotsav 
throws light upon such important 
events along with highlighting 
India’s cultural diversity 
commitment and cultural 
richness…

When we imagine the period of servitude 
when millions of people waited for the 

dawn of independence for centuries, the 
realization grows as to how historic the 
occasion of 75 years of freedom is and 
how glorious it is. The festival also has 
a tradition of eternal India, shadow of 

the freedom struggle, and the privileged 
progress of independent India.

-Prime Minister Narendra Modi

TORCHBEARERS OF

REVOLUTIONARY 
MOVEMENT

INDIA’S

Azadi Ka Amrit MahotsavNational Resolution
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SHYAMJI KRISHNA VARMA-
THE REVOLUTIONARY WHO 
FOUGHT TILL HIS LAST BREATH

Shyamji Krishna Varma was born on October 4, 1857, in 
Mandvi town of Kutch district in Gujarat, and grew up 
listening to the tales of the revolt of 1857. He started 

taking part in the revolutionary activities since the age of 20 
years. He went to Oxford University for further studies and 
there, while searching for an accommodation, he faced a lot of 
discrimination. Angered by this, he bought a house in London, 
converted it into a boarding house for Indian students and 
named it ‘India House’. Later, this same India House became 
a hub for revolutionary activities in England. It is said that 
eminent personalities like Gandhi, Lenin, Lala Lajpat Rai, Gopal 
Krishna Gokhale, Savarkar and Madan Lal Dhingra visited this 
house. Varma was deeply inspired by Lokmanya Tilak and 
Dayanand Saraswati. He devoted not only his entire life for 
India’s freedom struggle but also inspired many other such 
nationalists. It is believed that Savarkar turned a revolutionary 
after taking inspiration from Varma. Madan Lal Dhingra was 
his student. He inspired many Indians living in India and 
abroad to take part in the freedom struggle. Shyamji Krishna 
Varma, the brave son of this land, struggled for freedom under 
the nose of the British till the last breath of his life. He died on 
March 31, 1930, in Geneva. 

Rani Gaidinliu had joined the freedom struggle at the 
age of 13 years and got associated with the ‘Heraka 
Movement’. Heraka was a socio-religious movement, 

which later turned into a political movement seeking to drive 
out the British from Manipur and the surrounding Naga areas. 
In 1931, Gaidinliu took up the mantle of the movement and 
inspired her people to rebel against the British. She linked 
movement to India’s freedom struggle spread the messages 
and teachings of Mahatma Gandhi among the people in north 
eastern part of the country. The Britishers tried to crush the 
movement by setting fire to a number of villages. But all this 
could not dampen the spirits of the revolutionaries. While 
carrying out attacks on the British, Gaidinliu decided to build 
a fortress where 4000 of her followers could stay. While 
the fortress was under construction, Britishers launched a 
surprise attack on the village on April 17, 1932. Gaidinliu was 
arrested, convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment. The 
issue of her release from prison was discussed in British 
House of Commons. She was released from prison after 14 
years in 1947, when India got Independence. 

RANI GAIDINLIU-
 ‘DAUGHTER OF THE HILLS’ WHO 
MADE LIFE TOUGH FOR BRITISH



Firebrand Son of the Soil: 
VEER SAVARKAR

He  was among the very few freedom fighters 
who not only started the drive to expel the 
British but also reignited the flames of 

nationalism through empowering people with 
his dynamic ideas and untiring efforts. He was 
born on May 28, 1883, in Maharashtra in Nasik 
near Bhagur village to Damodar Pant Savarkar 
and Radhabai.  He completed his graduation 
from the prestigious Fergusson College in Pune. 
His ambition was not restricted to studies alone 
but deep in heart, a fire was burning to free the 
nation from the British for which he established 
an organization called 'Abhinav Bharat' in 1904. 
Inspired by a deep sense of patriotism and 
nationalism he lend his voice to the swadeshi 
movement and burnt the foreign clothes in Pune 
in 1905 in the backdrop of the partition of Bengal. 
He left for London to receive a degree in law on 
scholarship. During this time he formed 'Free 
India Society' and became devoted to the cause 
of India's freedom. At that time in London, the 
India House was at the center of the 'freedom 
movement' which was being spearheaded by 
Shyamji Krishna Varma. Savarkar was staying at 
the India House and inspired the Indian students 
for the freedom of India.

In 1908 after lots of research and study 
Savarkar authored a book 'The History of the 
War of Indian Independence' in which he called 
the revolution of 1857 as the first war of India's 
independence. Before the book could reach the 

masses the British banned it. In 1910 one of his 
close confidantes and friend Madan Lal Dhingra 
killed an English officer for which he was given 
capital punishment. Savarkar raised a banner 
of revolt against this injustice. An apprehensive 
British administration, afraid of his rising 
popularity and astute political thinking, arrested 
him to deport him back to India. Savarkar on his 
way to India escaped from the ship and reached 
France swimming, but he was later re-arrested. 

He was banished to  Kala Pani with life 
imprisonment. In another case, he was handed 
over second life imprisonment in 1911. After 
spending 10 years in prison he was released 
from the Cellular jail of Andaman in 1921 but 
he was subsequently sent to the Pune jail for 
three years. During his stay in the prison, he 
penned a book titled Hindutva: Who is a Hindu?   
By 1937 Savarkar who had emerged as the most 
prolific Hindutva face and a staunch nationalist 
leader assumed the role of the President of Hindu 
Mahasabha. 

In the words of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, 
"We will always remember him for his courage, 
his ability to inspire others to participate in the 
freedom struggle and provide impetus to the social 
reforms". In September 1965, he became seriously 
ill with a fever which deteriorated his health 
condition. On February 1, 1966, he took a vow to 
fast unto death. On February 26, 1966, he left for the  
heavenly abode.   

Vinayak Damodar Savarkar is a name to reckon 
with in Indian history. He was a firebrand 
one-man army who corrected the historical 
miscarriages by calling the 1857 revolution 
not mere a revolt but India's first struggle for 
independence. Former Prime Minister Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee used to say- "If I am just a tiny 
grain then Savarkar is a mountain, If I am a drop 
then Savarkar is majestic Indus".
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Personality Vinayak Damodar Savarkar
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Buddha Purnima- May 26,2021Buddha Purnima- May 26,2021

The message and resolve to remove the difficulty of every life have always shown 
direction to India’s civilisation and culture. Lord Buddha has further enriched this 
culture of India. Lord Buddha in his life’s after enlightenment also enriched the lives 
of many others as well. His message is not limited to any one circumstance, or to any 
one subject. For many centuries, before and after Siddhartha's birth, after the turning of 
Siddhartha into Gautama, the cycle of time continues to rotate taking us through many 

situations and circumstances.
-Prime Minister Narendra Modi

Meaning those who are engaged in 
the service of humanity at all times, 
day and night, are the true followers of 
Buddha. This spirit keeps illuminating 
our lives, keeps it moving.    

सुप्प बुद्धं ्पबुज्झन्ति, सुप्प बुद्धं ्पबुज्झन्ति, 
सदा गोतिम सावका।सदा गोतिम सावका।
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