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PM spells out vision for
Independent India@100

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes com
NEW DELHI: [n a speech that
began with an acknowledgment
of the contribution of India's
ters including Jaw-
aharlal Nehru, outlined recent
steps India had taken to ensure
the “ease of living” and “ease of
doinglmslnss‘,hlgllllymdcnr-
governance challenges
incluﬂlngmcvﬂndmlnndthc
climate crisis, and laid out a
future vision for India at 100 in
2047, Prime Minister Narendra
Modisuldthnnopbww!:mld

stop thy achi
irs dreams In the 21st ccnlllr'_l

tht political will to undcmk:
'major reforms. Importantly, he
said everyone has to do their bit
toachieveall this, “sabka

prayas™ (mryancuﬁ?on) tohis

Adurtsslng the nation from
of the Red Fort on

India's 7oth Independence Day,
PM Modi unveiled a national
blueprint with limited State
interference in the life

of citizens; a focus on smll]

{ 'AZAD] KA AMRIT M

JAHOTSAV' }

75 new Vande Bharat trains to connect all parts of India: PM

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
announced that 75 new Vande
Bharat Express trains will be
launched to connect different
parts of the country in 75 weeks
to mark the ongoing ‘Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav.’

“...The country has resolved
that 75 Vande Bharat trains will
be connecting every corner of
the country in 75 weeks of Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence,” he
told the crowd during his Inde-
pendence Day speech from the
ramparts of the Red Fort.

The Indian Railways had

a revised tender in Sep-
tember last year for procuring
44 semi-high speed Vande Bha-
rat trains from

PM Narendra Modi flags off Vande Bharat Express at New Delhi

Railway Station on February 15, 2019.

global tenders for the ambitious
project

oA Franach

regis-
tered only in India. Th:gav:m
ment had earlier scrapped three

Iirm Medha, which in F:bmary
secured the contract to supply

SANJEEV VERMATHT PHOTO

the electrical systems for the 44
trains, has now been told to
advance its production plan so
that at least two prototypes can
be rolled out by next March fol-

lowing all trials.

The indigenous semi-high
speed train set, also known as
Train 18, is being given a boost
with the Rail ing to roll
out at least 10 of them, linking
around 40 cities 2022,
according to officials aware of
the development.

‘The maiden run of a Vande
Bharat train was flagged off by
Medi on the New Delhi-Varanasi
route on February 15, 2019. The
second such train service
between New Delhi and Shri
Mata Vaishnodevi Katra was
fagged off by Union home min-
ister Amit Shah on October 3 in
the same year.

Besides this, the Prime Minis-
ter also talked about boosting
rail uunne:dvlwlnﬂw northeast
region, saying it is significant for
the entire country. “Today, we
are in the process of writing a
new history as far as connectiv-

ity to the northeast is concerned.
This connectivity is both
between hearts and infrastruc-
ture. Very soon the job of con-
necting the capital cities of the
northeastern states by rail will
be completed,” Modi said.

As of today, except Sikkim, all
northeastern states are con-
nected to the rail network. The
capital cities of Assam, Tripura
and Arunachal Pradesh are
already connected, while the
work to link the capital cities of
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland
and Meghalaya is underway.

Referring to the regional con-
nectivity scheme in the aviation
sector, Modi said it is unprece-
dented the way UDAN scheme
was connecting far-flung areas
of the country and the speed at
ﬁi'ch new airports are being

ilt.

(With agency inputs)

farmers and rural econom; Prime’ It d.

energy independence with the  Red Forton Sunday. ™

announcement of a National " - .o

Hydrogen Mission; a boos to Indiadoesn’t need | India’s east,

m:;,,::::;;‘sugﬂ,:: vpe: | tobedependenton | Northeast, Jammu
yment generation for the | others for vaccines. and Kashmir,

’G““n’GSh_kn:“_m = eqmy Imagine what Ladakh, coastal

for women and vulnerable sec- | would have areas, the tribal belt

tions of society; and balanced
rcglonsi development with a
focus on Jammu and Kashmir,

Ladakh and the Northeast.
n a reference to national
eantinaadanan

happened if India
didn’t have its own
vaccine?

will become the
basis of India’s
development...

B Major brands now making in India

Mobile exports now
worth $3 billion: PM

New Delhi, Aug. 15: India
used to import mobile
phones worth $8 billion
seven years ago and now
the country is exporti

Prime Minist
Modi said on Sunday.
Addressing the nation

QY

‘India only G20 nation
to meet climate goals

Jayashree Nandi

letters @hndustantines.com
Minister Nar-
on Sunday
announced that India has
already G

NEW DELHE: Prime
endra Modi

Modi sees Amrit
Kaal in 25 years

Moots ambitious growth plan till 2047

DC CORRESPONDENT
with agency inputs
NEW DELHI, AUG. 15

In his eighth cnnsecutive
Day

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi addresses the
nation from the Red Fort

on Sunday. —PTI

by praising India’s ath-
letes who took part in the
'l‘okyo_ Olympics and

rapidly to meet its climate goals. Independence
w:-:*;::;;hwc ef-ic':'l:"t address to the naftlon
ramj S oOf
capacity from non-fossil fuel historic Red Fort, Prime
R oY Minister Narendra Modi
farmer tohelp
u\:hris n\gmnem.cmenm: pump water for irrigation purposes, in Gujarat’s Dhundi. L g:..hsil:]x:ﬂzy é’gzgﬂs:geﬁ
llunmullic\vnrrmmbk reduced by 24% between 2005  tweeted on Thursday. ﬂ']‘ae" Sl;r’;‘th;swm;ru;y {?ﬁ
energy by 2022. and 2016. India s therefore on  During his speech PM Modi India" :ye £
“Today. India isthe onlycoun-  track to meet its voluntary decla-  said Railways already has a tar- AL - canienary . . g

tryin the group of G20 countries,  ration to reduce the emission  getof cmi D nce in 2047,
which is moving fast towards  Intensity of GDP by 20-25% from  skon sector by 2030, “We are giv- terming it as “Amrit
achieving its climate goals. India ing equal emphasis to environ- Kaal’ (a period for eman-
has set a target of 450 GW of  “India’s annual renewable mental security as to national cipation), and announced
rencwable energy by theend of — energy addition has been .~ PM Modi said. “We a slew of

this decade - 450 GW by 2000. O should realise that India is not es, including a

this. the target of 100 GW has
been achieved by India ahead of
schedule,” Modi said.

exceeding that of coal based
and

in
the last six years, India's
installed renewable enersy

energy It spends
aver 212 lakh crores on import-
ing energy. As we celebrate 75

gramm
f:samark %100 lakh
crore ‘Gati  Shakti’

initiative to  boost

al
Red 1 E‘urt freedom fight-
ers and all those who
helped the country in its

t azainst coronavirus

remember our great free-
dom fighters... The ath-
letes who have made us

the nation to applaud
their achievement today.
They have not only won
our hearts but also
inspired future genera-
tions,” Modi said.
Durmg his neﬂrly 90-
minute speech, Mr Modi
outlined the roadmap for
anew and assertive India
and added weight to his
uﬂ-quuned slogan “Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas”, by
adding a new call -
“Sabka Prayas” (every-
one's effort), saying this
would be very important
for the achievement of all
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