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I Tolling reimagined with Multi Lane
Free Flow (MLFF)—a barrier-less system
enabling seamless, non-stop travel.
Powered by FASTag, Al, and number
plate recognition, it ensures zero waiting
time, faster journeys, and lower costs.
Drive through at speeds of up to 80
km/h and experience the future of
smart, efficient toll collection on India’s
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No power can make India bow:
PM invokes Pokhran in Somnath

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Somnath (Gujarat), May 11

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA
Modi on Monday drew paraliels
to the 1998 Pokhran nuclear
tests,asserting that no powerin
the world can make India bow
ot succumbunder pressure.
Addressinga gathering here
atSo Amrut Mahotsav,
marking 75 years of the inau:
gurationof the restored temple
dedicatedtoLord Shiva,healso
that“forces"in the country
continueto prioritiseappease-
ment politics over national
self-respect. A similar mindset
‘was witnessed during opposi-
tion to the f the

PrmMm elmmndraﬁodldwwgll\e Somnath Ameut

Mahotsav, in Veraval,

India has sufficient stocks
of fuel, commodities: govt.

1 panic buying. el only nllhul at b U
angry reactions from several d h ks Minkric PM3 e wsc of fucls
countries, he said.

“Wha is India to conduct  saursbhTein 5 g of 3035 1o prenct
nuclear tests? The world NEW DELII citizens from rising imer-
reacted with anger,” Modi said, e g mational crude prices.
referring to the S
response  following  the and commeodities des-

Pokhran tests. pite the escabating conflct

He said global powers then 1 West A, the 6 meet 0

tried to isolate India through el Ll ey o Lo E S
pres- by 2 chains remain sta

wrrallulhe tests. ter Rajnath Singh a Karc- ble, and conservation ef-
v in New Delbi, forts were aimed o tren:

Manycountrieswould have
succumbed under such cir-
cumstances, but India stood

uy o

firm, b
India went ahead with two

Ram temple in Ayodhya, the
PM noted.

May 11 isa significant date
as it not only marksthe conse-

eatinm nfthaCrmmath tamnla

1998 under the

testsin

y m

tests. Our scientists demon
strated India’

tests on May 13,
1998, despite mounting pres-
sure from the international

Bihari

Vajpayee,he

“On Mav ll 1998, the

matinn anmdistad o munlgas

Indiaset to achieve record
exports of $863 bn: Goyal

ADITVA RANGROO
NEWDELHI, MAY1Z
Union Minister of Com-
merce and Industry Piyush
Goyal on Tuesday said India
is set o achieve an all-time
high export figure of nearly
$363 billion this year, while
referring  to  country’s
export performance.
Addressing the Confedera-
tion of Indian Industry (CID

Annual Summit in New Del-
hi, Goyal said India remained
the fastest-growing large
economyand highlighted that
the country had nearly 11
months of import cover n for-
eign exchange reserves.

He highlighted that India's
trade deficit in goods and serv-
ices together was much lower
than the country’s annual
remittances, reflecting strong

potential
Modi pointedout.
‘The tests"sent

ol reserves, 60 days of nat
wral gas and 45 days of LPG.
rolling stock, ensuring un-

tions. The Centre high

y e oehers  the
mteting e ermal Grou of isters i ew Oeth 91 ey mve

thening

preparedacs I iy
farther, it added.

Nir. Singh directed Mi
nistries and State govern

ments o implement Prime.
Minikster Narendra Modi's

payee-led

amvneetha sinha®and rimamsad

interrupeed supply across  ghted that India was  price hikes ranging from  appeal for responsible fuel
the couritry. the few natons  30% 10 70%. However, In-  consumption. and public
h (ifvergrocions  ahere peleun i  danoll makeog compe:  parccpaion
noted.
He praised the then Vaj- £ bilion. whil the T dnsol  ingk
for country crore daily, PAGE 10
domestic fued demand in 3l volatly. coverics touching almost  toIToRAL
full despite global disrup- I contrast, many coun- €2 bikh crore in the rst  »pAGLS

India backs two-state solution for Palestine
issue, says Jaishankar at BRICS meeting

NEW DELHI

Highlighting India’s tadi-
tional approach to the Is-
rael-Palestinian  conflict,
External Affairs Minister S.

Gujarat rail line, Nagpur
airport upgrade cleared

ettens g hndustanomes com

NEW DELHE: The Cabinet Commi-
tee on Economic Affairs. chaired
by prime minister Narendra
Modi, on Wednesday, approved
Ahmedabad

about 134 kms.

Nagpur airport upgrade
The Cabinet also approved
upgrading

tional Airport through a public-

the Nagpur Interna-

semi high-speed double i
project of the Rafwarys

a total cost of approxima
20,567 crore. the governme

Ttwill be Indian Raitways'first
semi high-speed project. planned
withindgenously developedtechr

=y

It cleared the extensi

uthority of India’s (AAI) land
allonted to MIHAN India Lid
Q1L bepud At 82090,

on Thursday
presented the *National
Statement”™ at the BRICS
ministerial, reiterating In-
dia’s call for a “two-state
solution* to the issue and
calling for an end to “risks
to maritime rraffic, and dis-
ruptirms to energy infras-
tucture” in  the Gulf
rrgmn

the need for
dl.llngue and diplomacy to
resolve conflicts in the re-
gion and in North Africa,
Mr. Jaishankar  sought

enabling MIL to
ot to GMR Nagpur Interna
tional Airport Lud (GNIAL).the

efforts” to deal with the sit-
uations in Lebanon, Syria,
Sudan and also in Libya.

Multilateral,

: Prim Minister Narendra Modi with the Fors

engagement:
Delegation of BRICS countries during a meeting in New Delhi on Thas

reign Ministers' meeting
witnessed several speech
es, including one by Iran's
Foreign Minister Seyed Ab-
bas Araghchi who said that
tran will defend its sove
reignty while nd\'xnﬂng
diplomacy” ing that
the  U.S-lsrael 'nnrk
against Iran will not have 3

“The wider region alsa
gives rise w0 serious con
cern. The conflict in Gaza
has grave humanitarian
implications. A sustained
ceasefire, humanitarian ac
cess, and a credible path-
way towards a durable and

peaceful resolution remain

two-state solution where
the Palestine issue is con-
cerned.” Mr. Jaishankar re-
[rnul to the impact of the
israel war on Iran and
I ighlighted the risks that
the conflict has posed to
shipping and energy infras-
tructure.

Referring indirectly to

U.S. against multiple mem-
bers of the United Nations,
Mr. Jaishankar drew atten-
tion w the “increasing™
tendency towards “unilat-
eral coercive measures and
sanctions”, terming them
“inconsistent with interna-
tional law™.

Earlier, Mz, Jaishankar
welcomed the dignitaries
that included Mr. Araghchi
who made an empharic
call to resist the US. Refer-
ring to LS. military and
trade practices, Mr. Aragh-
chi said the international

‘India-Oman FTA on
track for June 1 start
even as deal with
Chile hit hurdles’

The India-Oman Compre-

* hensive Economic Partner-
longierm ship  Agreement  (CEPA)

will “probably” be imple-
mented on June 1, 2026,
Commerce Minister Piyush
Goyal said on Tuesday, fol-
lowing a meeting with the
negotating  team  from
Oman,

He added that the India-
Chile Free Trade Apree-
ment negotiations have hir
some hurdles due w the
difference in the sizes of
the economies involved.

“1hada very good meet-
ing with the Oman team to-
day and mast probably the
Oman FTA will come into
effect from June 1, 2026,”
Mr. Goyal told reporters on
Tuesday on the sidelines of
the Cll Annual Business
Summit 2026.

‘Productive meeting*

Earlier in the day. he past-
ed on social media that he
had held a “produe
meeting with Pankaj Khim-
ji, Adwviser for Forelgn
Trade and International
Cooperation at the Minis
try of Commerce, Industry
and i

P
Piyush Goyal

ed. The Indiz-Oman CEPA
was signed on December
18, 2025,

However, in contrast,
the Commerce Minister in-
dicated that talks with
Chile were running into
some trouble.

“With regard to Chile, 1
had a very gonod meeting
with the foreign minister,”
Mr. Goyal said,

‘Some chal
“I'here are some challeng-
es. given the very different
sizes of the economies and
different scales of oppor-
tunities that both countries
offer to each other.”
While he said rthat the
two sides were trying to
brldge that gap through
solutions”, he

in Oman.
“Discussions focused on
ing India-Oman

is facing “va-
riations™ of the "same re.
pugnant coercion”.

At the end of the en-
gagements, visiting digni-
taries Mr. Araghchi, Rus
sian  Foreign  Minister
Sergey Lavrov and Brazil's
Foreign Minister Mauro
Vieira called on Prim

economic cooperation, en-
hancing connectivity & lo
gistics finkages, facilitating
trade flows, and exploring
new avenues for bilateral
partnership under the In-
diaOman CEPA  frame-
work," Mr. Goyal had post-

also did specify certain
things that Chile could off-
er India te encourage it.

"If we get a good deal on
critical minerals and other
important  concessions,
then maybe there is a very
good possibility that we
should be able to finalise
an FTA with Chile too," Mr.
Goyal said.
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