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FROM EDITOR’S DESK
Sadar Namaskar,
Wishing you all a very Happy New Year
The year 2022 is not just a customary change in the calendar like every year. This
is a very special occasion for a Nation which is celebrating its 75th Anniversary of
Independence. A series of events associated with the commemoration of the 75th year of
independence are becoming a powerful symbol of resurgent New India like Father of the
Nation Mahatma Gandhi turned spinning wheel and salt as the symbol of our fight against
imperialism. Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made the 75th year of independence an
occasion to build a roadmap for regaining its past glory of the golden bird by 2047.
The nation has set a new milestone scripting fast progress in a short span of
time. But the nation does not have to be complacent with these achievements but
has to travel miles to ensure extensive development not only in a few pockets of
the country but in every part of the country during Amrit Yatra. Whether it is about
turning the AatmaNirbhar campaign into a mass movement or taking the benefits
of progress to the people on the fringes of society the country has achieved way
beyond expectations to lay a strong foundation for future journey. Now in the Amrit
Kaal, India's goal is to achieve inclusive and all-around development for every
section and region with stress on bringing alike development in villages and cities.
The country has achieved fast progress in every sphere. The efforts of the last few
years have proved that the India of the 21st century has the capability to create big
goals and make them come true. In this New Year special edition, the journey of the
Amrit Yatra culminating in 2047 is the cover story that takes an incisive look at India
down the line in the next 25 years.
The story of Paramveer Naib Subedar Bana Singh's valor features in the personality
section, while in the Amrit Mahotsav segment read about the inspiring biographies
of our national heroes. The other highlights of this edition also include stories on
India's economic progress, Kashi Corridor, and Dehradun-Delhi Expressway giving
impetus to development. A new phase of progress in Purvanchal and milestone for
Covid vaccination campaign under which 55 per cent of the eligible population have
received both doses of vaccine are the part of this edition.
Keep following the covid protocol and send your suggestion to us at:

Address : Room No–278, Bureau of Outreach and
Communication, 2nd Floor, Soochna Bhawan,
New Delhi -110003
e-mail : response-nis@pib.gov.in
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I am very much thankful to NIS for
providing this e-magazine which
provides significant information. It
is providing a one-stop reference
to all the Government schemes
and benefits fortnightly. The
magazine also covers the brief
biographies of the unsung heroes
of India's freedom movement.
Bala Rajesh
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balarajesh33333@gmail.com

The magazine has diverse
content with a focus on the
government's plans and schemes.
It is an extraordinary effort to
present recollections of India's rich
traditions, culture, art, and crafts.
The biographies of freedom fighters
who fought against the British empire
are very inspiring. Narender Modi's
leadership has brought innovative
solutions to difficult situations.

I am getting information about
various
government
policies
through New India Samachar.
This magazine is also giving
an opportunity to keep abreast
with government schemes. The
November issue of the magazine
is really significant. It highlights the
role of the government in promoting
women's empowerment.

Dr KC Sharma

Diptaraj Sarkar

kcsharma5496@gmail.com

diptaraj2010@gmail.com

Send your suggestions
Communication Address
& E-mail:
Room No–278, Bureau of Outreach
and Communication, 2nd Floor,
Soochna Bhawan,
New Delhi -110003

response-nis@pib.gov.in

I am very impressed with your
magazine. The initiative for
strengthening good governance
in the country is praiseworthy. A
very special thank you to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi Ji.
Manish Kalidas Nayi
ptcmanish@gmail.com
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Personality

Naib Subedar Bana Singh

NAIB SUBEDAR BANA SINGH:

WHOSE FEISTY COURAGE
MADE THE WORLD'S HIGHEST
'QUAID POST'; 'BANA' POST
Born: 6 January 1949

I

In 1987, the strategically important Siachen area had been infiltrated by the Pakistani
forces. They had captured an important position, which they called "Quaid post". Small,
but invincible ; the post covered with white snow far and wide was 21 thousand feet higher
than the surrounding earth.. From this post, the Pakistani troops now had a clear view of
the glacier and India’s defence posts.

t was a great challenge for the Indian army to
capture it. A team was formed to free the post
from the clutches of the enemy. Knowing well
that it was a very difficult task, Naib Subedar
Bana Singh himself proposed his name for the
mission. He not only joined the team, but later the
leadership of the detachment was also handed
over to him.
Siachen's severe climate coupled with intense
snow storms, temperatures near minus 50
degrees and lack of oxygen were the biggest
threats to survival. It was around five in the
morning. Bana Singh had reached the last stop
along with his companions.
The team approached the Quaid Post from an
unexpected direction, using a longer and more
difficult approach . There was a blizzard, resulting
in poor visibility, which gave cover to the Indian
soldiers. After reaching the top, Bana Singh found
that there was a single Pakistani bunker. He
lobbed a grenade into the bunker and closed the
door, killing those inside. The two sides also got
involved in a hand-to-hand combat, in which the
Indian soldiers bayoneted some of the Pakistani
soldiers outside the bunker. A few Pakistani
soldiers jumped off the peak. Eventually, Bana
Singh eliminated the enemies from there and the
post came back into the possession of the Indian
Army.
The story of Paramveer Bana Singh of joining
the army is also interesting. Bana Singh was born
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When Narendra Modi reached Siachen on
the first Diwali after becoming PM…

Our heroes living in these outposts in Siachen
live like the Eskimos who live in igloos at the
North Pole. A deserted kingdom of ice far and
wide all around. The silence of the wilderness.
Indian soldiers guard their posts on these snowy
hills. The name of the land filled with white snow
is Siachen, which means collection of roses.
After becoming the Prime Minister, Narendra
Modi celebrated the first Diwali with soldiers in
Siachen itself. On the occasion, Modi had said,
"Unless one sees these icy glaciers, where the
jawans are positioned in minus 30-40 degrees,
one cannot imagine how our army, our jawans,
in the midst of so many difficulties, and in the
midst of difficult terrain, make effort to protect
the motherland."

on 6 January 1949 in Kadial district of Jammu
and Kashmir. His father Amar Singh was a farmer,
but was greatly influenced by military life. It was
because many of his relatives were serving in
the army. He wanted that sometime Bana Singh
should also join the army to accord him a sense
of pride. Whenever the soldiers who came on
leave would meet or see Bana Singh, he used to
be very happy and used to say – I like this uniform
too, I will also wear it and serve the country. This
wish of Bana Singh was fulfilled on his 20th year
exactly on his birthday.

India's Braveheart

This is one of the anecdotes from 1977-78. After
passing the written examination of NDA, a young man
appeared in front of the Brigadier for an interview. This
young man was very fond of trekking. In the interview,
the Brigadier asked- If you have to go on trekking for
4-5 days, then tell the most important thing, which
you would like to keep with you. The young man said
- matchbox. The Brigadier coaxed him to choose the
answer to keep several other items but he remained
adamant to his decision. This man was General Bipin
Rawat, who became India's first Chief of Defense Staff.
Taking a decision and then sticking to it remained
part of his personality trait. Whether it was to kill
terrorists by crossing the border in Myanmar or giving
a befitting reply to terrorism through surgical strike
across the Line of Control or Balakot airstrikes.. India's
military maneuvering without his participation was
unimaginable.

T

his incident is from 1993. Bipin Rawat was posted as
Major in 5/11 Gorkha Rifles. He was patrolling with
some of his soldiers in the Uri area of Kashmir. At the
same time, Pakistan started firing. Bipin Rawat also came
under the firing. A bullet hit his ankle and the second one
hit his right hand. He was rushed to the hospital in Srinagar.
Doctors at the hospital treated his hand and ankle, but
Rawat feared that he might be barred from joining the
senior command course after being shot. He didn't give up.
He started walking with the help of crutches and recovered
within a month. In 2015, Bipin Rawat was a lieutenant
general. He was responsible for the 3 Corps Headquarters
located at Dimapur in Nagaland. On 3 February 2015 at
9.30 am, Bipin Rawat, accompanied by a colonel and two
pilots boarded a Cheetah helicopter. After taking off from
Dimapur, the helicopter went 20 feet above the ground,
when the engine failed. Within a few seconds, it fell to the
ground. All the people aboard were hurt, but once again
Bipin Rawat defeated death.
These are the two incidences where he defeated death
with his bravery. But on December 8, something else was
in store for him. 14 people including the country's first CDS
General Bipin Rawat, his wife Madhulika Rawat died in a
helicopter crash in Coonoor, Tamil Nadu. Remembering
the contribution of General Rawat, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said at a program organized in Balrampur, Uttar
Pradesh on December 11, "The demise of India's first Chief
of Defense Staff, General Bipin Rawat Ji is a great loss for
every Indian, for every patriot. The whole country has been
a witness to the hard work that General Bipin Rawat Ji was
doing to make the country's forces self-reliant."

CDS General Bipin Rawat (1958-2021)

MILITARY OPERATIONS FOR WHICH HE
WILL BE BEST REMEMBERED
n

n

This incidence is from June 2015. The terrorists
attacked our army in Manipur. There was
anguish in the country due to the martyrdom of
18 soldiers. Incidentally, Bipin Rawat was the
commander of 21 Para Third Corps during that
period. He showed the world what retaliation
means when India's soldiers are targeted. Para
commandos of this unit crossed the border and
operated in Myanmar and killed more than 60
terrorists of the terrorist group
He gave a befitting reply to the actions of
Pakistan in his own style. On 29 September 2016,
the Special Commando Unit of the Indian Army
conducted an overnight operation in Pakistanoccupied Kashmir. Along with many terrorists,
Pakistani soldiers were also killed. This was in
response to the attack in Uri and CRPF camp.

GENERAL BIPIN RAWAT WAS AN UNMATCHED
SOLDIER AND A TRUE PATRIOT. HE PLAYED AN
IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE MODERNIZATION OF
THE ARMY. HIS APPROACH IN TACTICAL AND
STRATEGIC MATTERS WAS MATCHLESS. I AM
DEEPLY SADDENED BY HIS DEMISE. INDIA WILL
NEVER FORGET HIS CONTRIBUTION.
- NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER
New India Samachar
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Nation Kashi Vishwanath Corridor

33 MONTHS VS 43 YEARS

NEW DAWN FOR

VARANASI

Scan the QR code to listen to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's address at the inauguration
of the Kashi-Vishwanath Corridor.
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Kashi Vishwanath Corridor

Nation

The Government is leaving no stone unturned to bring in all-round development be it infrastructure
development or the initiative to give a new and modern look to the cultural pride of the country. While
projects stalled for several years are getting a new lease of life, diligent efforts are being taken to
restore the grandeur of the cultural sites. This could be best fathomed out from two examples from
Uttar Pradesh which exhibit the new vigor in time-bound delivery of projects. The first one is the
Saryu Nahar National Project, the foundation of which was laid in 1978, but the actual work started in
2017. The Second one is- Kashi Vishwanath Corridor, whose foundation was laid by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 8 March 2019, and this project was completed in just 33 months and 4 days.
While the Saryu Nahar National Project was inaugurated on December 11 by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi whereas he dedicated the Kashi Vishwanath Corridor to the nation on December 13 and gave a
message that now the projects are no longer stuck or do not hang in limbo.

T

here was a time when it was believed
that infrastructure in Varanasi cannot be
ameliorated. And this belief was not entirely
misplaced as Varanasi faced a plethora of problems
from unplanned construction to encroachment. In
common parlance, it was like a beehive, which no one
wanted to disturb. There was heavy encroachment
around the Kashi Vishwanath temple vicinity
where it was sometimes even difficult to walk. But
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has changed this
definition of Varanasi through the Kashi Vishwanath
Corridor. While inaugurating his dream project Kashi
Vishwanath Corridor on 13th December, his love for
Varanasi was reflected in the expressions. He said,
“I have heard in the scriptures, whenever there is an
auspicious occasion, all the divine powers are present
in Banaras with Baba. Today I am experiencing
a similar experience by coming to Baba’s court.
It seems that our entire conscious universe is
connected to it. By the way, only Baba knows the
expansion of his Maya. As far as the human eye goes
the whole world is connected by this holy event of
Vishwanath Dham. Today is Monday, the favorite day
of Lord Shiva. Vikram Samvat 2078, Dashami Tithi is
creating a new history."

KASHI IS NOT COMPREHENDED
BY WORDS, IT CAN BE EXPRESSED
THROUGH EMOTIONS ALONE
KASHI IS THAT - WHERE
AWAKENING IS LIFE!
KASHI IS THAT - WHERE DEATH IS
ALSO AUSPICIOUS!
KASHI IS THAT - WHERE TRUTH IS
THE CULTURE!
KASHI IS WHERE LOVE IS THE
TRADITION!
-NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER

The Prime Minister extolled the spirituality
of Kashi and reiterated his resolve for the
development journey in the Amrit Mahotsav
year of independence. Excerpts from the Prime
Minister's address…
It is said in our Puranas that as soon as one
enters Kashi, one becomes free from all bondage.
Blessings of Lord Vishweshwara, supernatural
energy awakens our inner soul as soon as we come
here.
New India Samachar
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Nation Kashi Vishwanath Corridor

REFERRING TO SANATAN TRADITION

This whole new complex of Vishwanath Dham is not just
a grand building, it is a symbol of the eternal culture of
our India! It is a symbol of our spiritual soul! This is a
symbol of India's antiquity, traditions! India's energy,
dynamism.

EMPHASIS ON THE CONFLUENCE OF TRADITION AND
MODERNITY

This new complex of Vishwanath Dham is not just a
grand building, it is a symbol of the eternal culture of our
India, it is a symbol of our spiritual soul, it is a symbol of
the traditions of India. Earlier the temple area here which
was only three thousand square feet has now become
about 5 lakh square feet. Now 50 to 75 thousand
devotees can come to the temple and temple premises.
That is, first the darshan-bath of Mother Ganga, and from

FELICITATION OF WORKERS

Today, I would also like to express my gratitude
to every laborer brother and sister, who shed their
sweat in the construction of this grand complex.

New facilities for pilgrims

The temple of Kashi Vishwanath is now directly
connected with the river Ganges. Devotees will
be able to enter Baba Dham directly after taking a
bath in the Ganges at Jalasen Ghat, Manikarnika,
and Lalita Ghat.
n In the 3 Yatri Facilitation Centers of Baba
Dham, devotees will get the facility of resting
and keeping their luggage safe.
n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

Prime Minister Modi impromptu reached to meet
the workers who built the corridor. All were sitting
on the stairs of the new campus. The Prime Minister
reached there and kept showering flowers on them
for about 10 minutes. He sat on the stairs with them.
He asked the laborers their experiences related to
the construction of Vishwanath Dham. After this, he
posed for photos with everyone, hailing Baba.
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Kashi, the city of art and culture, will get a
cultural center for artists. The two-storey
building is meant for cultural activities.
The Vedic Center has been established as a
yoga and meditation center for the devotees
visiting Vishwanath Dham.
Spiritual Book Center will be the new center of
religious books for the devotees coming from
outside in the Dham area.
Baba's Bhogshala has also been established
for the devotees. Here 150 devotees will be
able to sit together and take the prasad of
Baba Vishwanath.
In Sanatan Dharma, there is a belief in salvation
in Kashi. Mumukshu Bhawan has been built
in Vishwanath Dham. At a distance of about
100 steps from it is the Mahashamshan
Manikarnika.
4 giant gates have been made to enter
Vishwanath Dham. Earlier there were only
narrow streets.
Hi-tech control room has been made for
security. Cameras have been installed in the
entire Dham area.
Arrangements will be made from emergency
medical facility to ambulance in the Dham.
One district-one product and handicraft goods
shops and food courts have also been set up.
Along with Mahadev's favorite Rudraksha,
Bael Patra, Parijat plants, Ashoka trees and
different types of flowers are being planted in
the Dham premises.
Special arrangements have been made for the
movement of the Divyang and the elderly in
the Dham. A state-of-the-art facility of ramps
and escalators is available in Dham.

there directly to Vishwanath Dham.

CONSERVING THE CULTURAL HERITAGE

Today's India is reviving its lost heritage. Here
in Kashi, Mata Annapurna herself resides. I am
happy that the statue of Mother Annapurna,

Kashi Vishwanath Corridor

Nation

KASHI VISHWANATH TEMPLE WAS
RESTORED AFTER ALMOST 244 YEARS

n

n

n

n

The Kashi Vishwanath temple was attacked several times from the year
1194 to 1669. Between 1777 and 1780, Maharani Ahilyabai Holkar
renovated the Shrikashi Vishwanath temple.
After that, the foundation stone of Kashi Vishwanath Dham, spread
over an area of 54 thousand square meters, was laid by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on 8 March 2019.
Keeping the original form of the ancient temple intact, it has been
developed in an area of more than 5 lakh 27 thousand square feet.
Special care has been taken for providing facilities and amenities to the
devotees of Vishwanath Dham, built at a cost of more than 800 crores.
Earlier, the Vishwanath temple was located in the narrow streets, where
there was no place for the devotees to even set foot, now 2 lakh devotees
will be able to stand and worship.

which was stolen from Kashi, has now been
re-established in Kashi after waiting for a century.

FOUNDATION FOR A BRIGHT FUTURE

The inauguration of Kashi Vishwanath Dham will
give a decisive direction to India and lead it to a

More than 300 buildings were
purchased for the project
The area of Shrikashi Vishwanath
Temple was earlier 3,000 square
feet. More than 300 buildings
around the temple were bought
at a cost of about Rs 400 crore.
After this, over more than 5 lakh
square feet of land, the premises
of Kashi Vishwanath Dham was
constructed at a cost of more
than Rs 400 crores. During the
demolition of buildings acquired
to pave way for the project in
2018, over 40 ancient temples
were found buried under the
layers of concrete and plaster.
They have also been renewed
under Vishwanath Dham Project.

brighter future. This complex is a witness of our
capability, of our duty. Nothing is impossible if you
have the thought and the determination. I want
three resolutions from you, not for yourself, but for
our country - cleanliness, creation, and continuous
efforts for self-reliant India.
New India Samachar
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SARYU NAHAR NATIONAL PROJECT
LAUNCHED AFTER 43 YEARS

THE MAIN CANALS
OF THE SARYU
NAHAR NATIONAL

SARYU LINK CANAL

RAPTI LINK CANAL

SARYU MAIN CANAL

RAPTI MAIN CANAL

T

- 43 KM
– 63 KM

- 21 KM

- 125 KM

he work of the Saryu Nahar National Project in Uttar Pradesh was
started in 1978 from Bahraichpur. But due to the delay, the work of
this project was completed only up to 52% till 2017. When this longpending project got the attention of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, then the
remaining 48 percent work of this project was completed in just four and
a half years. Inaugurating it in Balrampur on December 11, Prime Minister
Modi said, “When the work on this project started, its cost was less than Rs
100 crore. Today it has been completed after spending about 10 thousand
crores. The country has already paid 100 times more for the negligence of
the previous governments. If it is government money, then why should I care?
This thinking had become the biggest obstacle in the balanced and all-around
development of the country. This thinking also kept the Saryu canal project
hanging."

BENEFIT TO MORE THAN 29 LAKH FARMERS OF 9 DISTRICTS
A network of 6 thousand 623
km of canals was laid. All these
canals have been connected to
the villages. It connects five rivers
of 9 districts of Purvanchal.
Ghaghara to Saryu, Saryu to Rapti,
Rapti to Banganga and Banganga
to Rohini river were connected.
Water from all five rivers will
be released into the canal for
irrigation. It was declared a
national project in 2012.
The first end of the canal is on the
Saryu barrage of Bahraich built on

the Ghaghra and Saryu rivers.
More than 29 lakh farmers
of 6,200 villages of Bahraich,
Siddharthnagar,
Basti,
Sant
Kabir
Nagar,
Gorakhpur,
Shravasti, Gonda, Balrampur, and
Maharajganj will get its benefit.
This project will facilitate irrigation
of 14 lakh hectares of land. The
length of the project is 318 km,
while it has linkages in 6 thousand
590 km.
Interlinking of rivers will save them
from disasters like floods.
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Scan the QR code to
listen to the Prime
Minister's address.

Special focus on
the development of
Purvanchal
20 OCTOBER - Kushinagar
International Airport opened.
This gave a new impetus to the
development of Purvanchal
with the promotion of the
Buddhist circuit.
25 OCTOBER – Inauguration
of 9 new medical colleges
including
Siddharthnagar.
Due to this, the people of
Purvanchal will not have to
go far for treatment. Pradhan
Mantri Aatmanirbhar Swasth
Bharat Yojana (PMASBY)
scheme launched.
16 NOVEMBER- Inauguration
of Purvanchal Expressway.
The second expressway of
Uttar Pradesh will give boost
to economic self-reliance
with
new
employment
opportunities.
7 DECEMBER - AIIMS and
fertilizer factory started in
Gorakhpur. If seriously ill
people will get relief from
running to Delhi or Lucknow,
then farmers will get new
energy from the fertilizer
factory.
11 DECEMBER - Saryu Nahar
National Project inaugurated.
More than 29 lakh farmers of
9 districts will get its direct
benefit.

New Chapter of Development

Nation

DEVELOPING POORVANCHAL
ACQUIRING NEW DIMENSIONS

“We inaugurate the projects, we lay the foundation stone for.” Country is witnessing
these words of Prime Minister Narendra Modi being converted into reality. On
December 7, three projects including new building of AIIMS, Fertilizer Factory and
ICMR Regional Center in Gorakhpur were inaugurated by Prime Minister Modi.
Foundation stone of two of these projects were laid on 22 July 2016 by Modi. The new
projects of Fertilizer plant and health infrastructure have added new dimensions to the
development of Poorvanchal after the Expressway Projects.

U

ttar Pradesh has played a major role in the
campaign for a self-reliant India. With better
coordination of the center and the state, all those
areas, which were earlier facing lack of basic facilities
due to political neglect, are joining the mainstream
of development. A fortnight after the construction
of the expressway in Purvanchal, re-opening the
fertilizer factory, shut down three-decades ago, and
construction of a hospital like AIIMS is set to give a
new impetus to the development in this area as well
as the neighboring states.
Purvanchal was once deprived of facilities and
also suffered from the curse of many serious
diseases. One such disease, known as Japanese
encephalitis or meningitis, was no less than a
curse for Purvanchal. But after becoming the Prime
Scan the QR code to
listen to the Prime
Minister's address.

Minister, Narendra Modi took new steps for better
health facilities. Cleanliness was made a movement,
connecting common people with Ayushman Bharat,
providing free treatment up to Rs 5 lakh were
some of the initiatives in this direction. Launched
Jal Jeevan Mission for pure drinking water and
ensured cleanliness by construction of toilets in
every household. Campaign against communicable
diseases and Har Ghar Dastak campaign was carried
out under the National Health Mission. It had fruitful
results and there was a reduction in the cases of
Japanese fever in areas like Purvanchal. With the
coordination of the Center and the state, the entire
eastern Uttar Pradesh along with Purvanchal has
now come out of the Japanese fever. The mortality
rate due to this has decreased by up to 95%.
New India Samachar
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Gorakhpur AIIMS: The path to self-reliance in the health sector
Protecting health is paramount. There has
been rapid work since 2014 to improve the
health infrastructure. The country is on the
path of self-reliance in the field of medicine.
New medical colleges have been built in the
country; world class medical techniques
have been adopted. New health policy and
facilities like e-health have been made
available. Work has started on 16 new AIIMS
in the last seven years. Also, campaigns like
Fit India, International Yoga Day, Ayushman
Bharat, Digital Health Mission were started.
Uttar Pradesh alone has got the gift of two
AIIMS. Earlier the people of the state had to
go to AIIMS in Delhi for treatment. But now
AIIMS Gorakhpur will be the new destination.
This AIIMS will also cater to the needs of the
patients of neighbouring country Nepal and
of states of Bihar and Jharkhand.

Research Assistance from
ICMR Regional Center
n

n

State-of-the-art facilities in the new
building. New avenues of research
will open in communicable and noncommunicable diseases.
This centre will provide assistance
to other medical institutions in
the region. It will help in dealing
with Japanese Encephalitis, Acute
Encephalitis Syndrome.

The Gorakhpur AIIMS, built on 112 acres at
a cost of Rs 1000 crore, will increase the
availability of quality tertiary level health care
services.
It has 750 bedded hospital, 18 specialties,
17 super specialty departments and 14
operation theatres. Construction of Ayush
Block, Medical College, and Nursing College.
Treatment of many serious diseases will be
available including the facility of CT Scan, MRI
and Ultrasound.
It has 125 seats for MBBS course apart from
25 other courses of medical education. Its
construction will provide direct and indirect
employment opportunities to the youth. With
the increase in traffic, industries will get a
boost.

For any country to progress, it is very necessary that its
health services be affordable, accessible to all. Otherwise,
I have also seen many people traveling from one city to
another, pledging their land, taking loans from others
for treatment. I am working hard to get medical facility
for every poor, downtrodden, oppressed, exploited,
underprivileged, whatever class they belong to, in whatever
area they live in, out of this situation
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

ICMR: PROMOTING RESEARCH FROM THE
REGIONAL CENTRE
The COVID pandemic has consolidated the goal
of strengthening the health infrastructure. Many new
dimensions are being added in the health sector.
ICMR Regional Medical Research Center Gorakhpur
is an example in this direction. The new building of
the Regional Medical Research Center with state-ofthe-art facilities will open new horizons for research
on malaria, tuberculosis, HIV, cancer and leprosy
in the area. These institutes will cure new and
emerging infections, nutritional problems as well as
diseases like diabetes and high blood pressure. With

12 New India Samachar January 1-15, 2022

AIIMS IN GORAKHPUR TO BOOST
HEALTH SERVICES

state-of-the-art pathological test facilities at these
centre, samples will not have to be sent out. To
further strengthen the health facilities, 9 state-of-theart labs were inaugurated at the Regional Research
Institute of Baba Raghav Das Medical College,
Gorakhpur, where testing and research of various
germ-viral diseases including Japanese fever will be
done. Samples will not have to be sent to big cities for
examination and treatment will be done immediately.
This will benefit lakhs of people of the districts of
Purvanchal. This building has been constructed at a
record speed so that people can take advantage of
it soon.

New chapter of development

GORAKHPUR
FERTILIZER
FACTORY:

PRELUDE TO SELF-SUSTAINING
AGRICULTURE

The government has set an example by renovating and
making the Gorakhpur fertilizer factory in Purvanchal
operational in just five years. The plant has been closed for
more than 30 years. It will benefit 10 crore small farmers
besides making headway towards making the country
self-dependent in the field of urea.

F

Nation

armers are the pride of the country. Agricultural
development and farmers' welfare have always
been the topmost priorities in the policies and
functioning of the Government. Over the years, the
government has taken many initiatives to improve
the condition of the farmers. Seeds, crop insurance,
markets and savings are some of the areas wherein
the government has done a lot of work. Prosperity of
farmers has been ensured through various measures
like good quality seeds, neem coated urea, soil
health card, micro irrigation, and increase in fertilizer
subsidy. Self-reliance of the country is important in
increasing the production and income of the farmers.
Keeping this in mind, the Central Government paid
special attention to the renovation and capacity
enhancement of the closed fertilizer factories.
As part of this, in 2016, a major decision was taken
to re-start three closed fertilizer plants in Gorakhpur,
Barauni and Sindri located in the eastern states of the
country. The farmers were troubled for a long time
due to the closed factories, so many jobs were lost.
Other businesses running due to factories also went
on shrinking. It led to an employment crisis besides
affecting supply of manure. There was hoarding and
black marketing of urea. Farmers were hit financially

because of buying fertilizers at high prices. On the
demand of the people to restart the fertilizer .To
change this gloomy atmosphere, in 2016, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone
for the revival of this fertilizer factory. Now that
dream of the land of Gorakhpur has come true.

FERTILIZER FACTORY OPENS
FLOODGATE OF DEVELOPMENT
By realizing the aspirations of the farmers of
Purvanchal and bridging the demand-supply gap
of urea, the farmers will have easy availability of
chemical fertilizers.
The factory built at a cost of about Rs.8600
crore will help it to become self-sufficient in
urea production. Together with the factory, 20
thousand new employment opportunities will be
created.
People will be readied for employment through
skill training. Local traditional industries will
be encouraged. Reduction in import of urea
will result in saving in foreign exchange. Less
transportation of urea from the west-central
regions will reduce the pressure on rail and road
infrastructure.
Re- commissioning of the 30 plants, will boost overall
economic development in the region.

3850

metric tonnes of urea will be
produced per day.
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2200

metric tonnes of liquid
ammonia will be produced.
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A NEW DAWN
FOR

A NEW INDIA
Amrit Kaal is 25 years old. But we
don't even have to wait that long
to achieve our goals. We have
to start now. We don't have a
moment to lose. This is the time,
the right time. Our country also
has to change and we as citizens
have to change ourselves too. We
also have to adapt ourselves to
the changing era.
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
14 New India Samachar January 1-15, 2022
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The onset of the new year will become the harbinger of the
Amrit Kaal, culminating in 2047 when India aspires to emerge
as a developed and prosperous nation. The Amrit Kaal
assumes lots of significance as the country is on the right
path to attain its rightful place. On the one hand the country
has strengthened democratic institutions and on the other has
ended the culture of dillydallying. Emulating the path of Swami
Vivekananda the India of the 21st century aspires to emerge
as a world guru. As the nation is on the cusp of a new dawn
let’s find out how the India of 2047 will look like.
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GROWTH TRAJECTORY
INDIA PER MINUTE
Due to its resilience, India
is setting many records.
The country moves fast on
the path of progress
Exported goods
worth

$7.74

9

vehicles
exported

197

people added
to work

50

vehicles
built

Lakh

5275

Covid vaccine
doses
administered
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Received
FDI of
$ 1.7
lakh

1300

Internet users
added

609

mobile
phones
manufactured
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India's admirable record
India’s sex ratio tilts
in favour of females
for the first time

14 people
enrolled
under
Ayushman
Bharat

1020:1000
Generating
a GDP of Rs

9.5
crores

UPI
transactions
worth

`15

crores
done

2200

mobile
connections
added

India's economy grew from
10th position in 2014 to 6th
position with a growth of

$800

billion in 2021.

India moved from 7th place in 2014 to 6th
position in the automobile market, surpassing
Mexico in 2021.
India overtakes Vietnam, Korea, US to become
one of the leading Smartphone makers in the
world.
All the rating agencies of the world have raised
their estimates of growth for India's GDP.
Initiatives such as Ujjwala, scheme and
Ayushman Bharat have raised the standard of
living of the poor.

India ranked at 14th
spot in the World
Giving Index 2021
while in 2014 it stood
at 69th position.

Export growth is
expected to cross
US$ 400 billion by
the end of the current
financial year.

New India is conscious of
social responsibilities . India
now ranks 10th in the Climate
Change Performance Index
while in 2014 it was at 30th
place.
In terms of the number of
solar power plants in the
world, while India stood at
10th spot in 2014, it has now
come to the second position.

India is among the
top 10 countries in
the world in terms
of the export of
agricultural products.

India moved up from the
fourth position in 2014 to
the second position in the
steel rankings.
India has improved its
Innovation Ranking from
76th in 2014 to 46th
position.
In the World Tourism
Rankings, India rose to 34th
position from 65th in 2013.
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T

hese achievements are just a
reflection of India's growing
clout but not the culmination of
our resolutions. The achievements
of the period from 2014 till now are
becoming a strong foundation for
India's journey in Amrit Kaal. It has been
said- 'Utsveen Bina Yasmat Sthapanam
Nishfalam Bhavet' that means, no
effort or resolution is successful
without celebration. The New Year’s
resolution to convert Amrit Kaal into
an opportunity has to be marked with
jubilation as it will mobilize the resolve
and energy of millions of citizens. India
is the youngest country in the world,
where the average age is 29 years.
When Swami Vivekananda, a youth
icon, talked about the future of India, he
used to see the grandeur of Maa Bharati
and used to say – Look to the past as
far as possible. Drink the water of the
ever-new spring that is flowing behind,
then go ahead and make India brighter,
greater, better than ever before.
When Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
who was born in independent India, took
the initiative to give a new direction to
the country by assimilating the ideals
of Swami Vivekananda, his message
was also clear - now the country cannot
move at a slow pace half-heartedly. He
gave the vision to think bigger to achieve
higher goals. This has changed the
thinking of the common masses as the
nation successfully treads the path of
Sankalp Se Siddhi. Now Prime Minister
Narendra Modi has started Sankalp
Yatra to make the nation prosperous,
which has been named Amrit Kaal.

SELF-RELIANCE IN THE FIELD
OF ENERGY:

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has been awarded the "Champion of
Earth" by the United Nations Secretary-General in 2018 which is a
hallmark of India's increasingly idealistic leadership in harnessing
this new energy source. For ensuring India's progress and building
an AatmaNirbhar Bharat the role of energy is very crucial. A major
effort is underway to implement Local for Vocal in the oil and
gas industry in India and also a campaign has been launched to
promote localization in the management of the oil and gas sector
to promote a self-reliant India.

Amrit Year

India today spends more
than 12 lakh crore rupees
annually for energy imports.
n
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India imports about 85
percent of its total petroleum
and other energy needs.

In the case of natural gas, half of the requirement
comes from foreign supplies. With over 16% of the
global population, we are currently using only 6% of
the world's primary energy. India accounts for 5 per
cent of carbon emissions whereas we sustain 17
percent of the world's population.

Golden Period....
n

n

THE ROAD TO BECOME A DEVELOPED
NATION

The pride of the nation is indelible
when it passes on its traditions of
valour, and sacrifice to the next

India has achieved the target of 40
percent in energy production from
non-fossil sources

n

Our quest for energy security will
work under the framework of availability,
access, affordability, and acceptability, which
aims to make energy accessible to all sections and
sectors at an affordable cost.
Gas-based economy, a network of CNG, PNG, 20
percent ethanol blending, promotion of electric
vehicles, and target to become a net-zero carbon
emission sector by 2030.
The target is to have 100% electrification of Indian
railway routes by 2023.
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Inspiration from History

Like spinning wheel and salt, the anniversaries and special occasions are
becoming new symbols of the development journey
There has been great participation of the common
man in the freedom movement. But many of them
have been forgotten. With the purpose to shift the
spotlight on these anonymous freedom fighters Amrit
Mahotsav celebrations have been started.

Golden Period....

Amrit Year
n

n

n

n

n

n

n

Special occasions and birth anniversaries
of great men were made an occasion for
encouraging public participation.
By linking the cleanliness movement with the
150th birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi,
a people's movement was started with the
resolve to make the country clean.
75 years of independence was named
Amrit Mahotsav and a special committee
was formed for organizing various events
associated with it

n

n

n

Youth were motivated to write stories of
unsung heroes.
Bhagvan Birsa Munda's birth anniversary on
15th November was declared as Tribal Pride
Day.
The 125th birth anniversary of Netaji Subhas
Chandra Bose was celebrated on a mass level
Special initiatives to remember the
contribution of many great freedom fighters
like Raja Suheldev, Raja Mahendra Pratap.

n

n

Like 1947, the year of independence, its 75th anniversary in
2022 is equally significant which builds a roadmap for the
next 25 years to 2047 for achieving India's high ambitions
and resolves.
The freedom movement is not limited only to British
rule, even before that India has gone through a period of
servitude. An initiative to highlight the contribution of all
those great men is on the radar.
The contribution of every corner of the country, every
section has to be highlighted. There are many people who
have determinedly worked hard for generations. Their
thinking, their ideas will also be brought to the fore and the
country will be connected with their efforts.
The Bhakti movement acted as the foundation of the
freedom struggle. As the Bhakti movement gave strength
to the freedom movement, in the same way, the inspiration
for the AatmaNirbhar Bharat is derived from those great
personalities associated with it.
Once again in the Amrit Kaal, the spiritual consciousness is
awakening in the country. This spiritual consciousness is
working to become the foundation for the reconstruction of
the nation.

generation to inspire them. Taking forward this
thinking, Prime Minister Modi has turned the
celebrations of the 75 years of Independence
into a great devotion. The Prime Minister has
raised the enthusiasm of the common man in
the glorious saga of our freedom movement
by attracting their mass participation. Just as
Mahatma Gandhi made the spinning wheel and
salt the symbol of the movement, in the same
way, in the new India, there is emphasis on
reviving history and legacy through associating
with the great personalities of past. Whether it is

LOCALIZATION IS BEING PROMOTED IN THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE OIL AND GAS SECTOR TO
PROMOTE A SELF-RELIANT INDIA.
a resolve to make India clean by the 150th birth
anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi or celebrating
the birth anniversary of Lord Birsa Munda as
Tribal Pride Day or commemorating 125th
birth anniversary of Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose the efforts are being made to inspire the
youth. The aim of all these efforts is to bring
to the masses the life stories of well-known
New India Samachar
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INDIA
TOWARDS
HEALTH
PROSPERITY

With an increased pace for providing better
health facilities to every poor and moving
forward from the challenges of Covid, the
central government is now working towards
creating a health infrastructure that is able
to deal with such an epidemic in the future.

Amrit Year
An increase in the
allocation for health
budget by 137 per cent
highlights government
priority to this sector.
This time Rs 2.40 lakh
crore was allocated
in the budget for the
health sector.

Free Vaccinations

Digital Health id
Self-reliant India Digital
Health Mission launched.
Digital Health ID for every
citizen. It will have complete
health records.
n

Free vaccine
against diseases
is being provided
under the UIP
scheme

Record in Corona
vaccination

Global record set in
covid vaccination.
The government
provides a protective
shield to the citizens
To make healthcare accessible and affordable, schemes like
Ayushman Bharat Jan Arogya Yojana (Health Insurance Scheme),
Ayushman Health and Wellness Center, Pradhan Mantri Bhartiya
Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana for generic drugs, Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission and PM Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission, etc
are bringing revolutionary changes.

heroes of the freedom struggle as well as those
fighters who have been anonymous. Also, a
high-spirited effort is being taken to highlight
the contribution of every part and every section
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of the country.
Once again the spiritual consciousness seems
to be awakening in the country which is working
as the foundation for the reconstruction of the

Amrit Yatra of New India

Amrit Year

1.5

Golden Period....

Pediatric units will be set up in 736 districts and
Pediatric Centers of Excellence in every state
through a special package.

602
districts.

The government is focusing on
the theme 'Total Health'. A digital
health card will be made for all
citizens.
Following the lessons learned
from the Covid period, the central
government will prepare a strong
treatment framework for the
detection and prevention of
infectious diseases.
A complete health infrastructure
will be built across the country
from village to district and state so
that all modern facilities of health
are available to the people nearby.
National AYUSH Mission is
being promoted with special
emphasis on prevention rather
than treatment of diseases. In this,
along with education and training,
new AYUSH hospitals will be built
and medical facilities will be made
available.

Golden Period....
n

100
A new record of

lakh health and wellness centers will
be set up under the Ayushman Bharat
scheme. So far, more than 75,000 health
and wellness centers have been set up.

Critical care
units will be
started
in the

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

n

All the citizens of the country will be
vaccinated for the decisive fight in the war
against Covid.
n

n
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A new vaccine is about to be approved for
children and soon their vaccination will also
start.

nation. There comes a time in the development
journey of every country when the country
redefines itself. It seeks to catapult in the new
era with new resolutions.

Crore doses has been set
in the country. Under the
world's fastest vaccination
campaign, this feat was
achieved in just 9 months.

The world's largest digital vaccination campaign
through the CoWin app facilitated 86 crore
registrations.
On 17 September 2021, the highest ever dose
of 25 million vaccines was administered in a
single day in the world.
More than 138 crore vaccine doses have been
administered this year. Along with complete
vaccination, a security cover of health will be
created for the future as well.
The country is now capable of administering
100 million doses in just 15 days as compared
to 100 million doses in the initial 85 days.
Within 11 months of the first case of Covid in
India, two Make in India vaccines – Covishield
and Covaxin were approved.
Delivery of the Covid vaccine to the general
public was ensured. Drones were used for the
first time for vaccine delivery.
ICMR launches 'I-Drone' for delivery of vaccines,
currently in use in Manipur, Nagaland and
Andaman, and Nicobar Islands.
In the overall campaign, help was provided to
frontline health workers through the post office,
school, Anganwadi, etc.
The use of drones for vaccination will also
be extended to other areas of the country
so that the vaccination campaign can be
intensified. New technologies are also being
used in vaccination drives.
Public participation has again shown its
strength and the Har Ghar Dastak program
has given a tremendous impetus to the
vaccination campaign.

The year 2022 is becoming the basis for new
resolutions for the 100th year of independent
India. The aim is to ascend new heights of
prosperity and build an India where the level
New India Samachar
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MORE THAN 138 CRORE VACCINE
DOSES HAVE BEEN GIVEN IN INDIA
WHICH IS THE HIGHEST IN THE WORLD.
of facilities is not dividing the villages
and the cities. It emphatically aims
for an India which has every modern
infrastructure in the world.

Vaccine Maitri: India's
Sanjeevani to the world
Amrit Year
On 20 January 2021,
under the Vaccine Maitri
initiative, vaccine doses
were started to be
made available to other
countries.

INDIA MOVING TOWARDS NAVNIRMAN

Whether it is a campaign to make
India AatmaNirbhar or to provide food
and employment to the rural poor, rural
labour in the village itself, connecting
youth power with start-ups, or bringing
every section of the society, including
the middle class, women, into the
mainstream of development, all these
issues are among the priorities of Prime
Minister Modi. The country, which was
dependent on destiny for decades is
now on the path of holistic development
by assimilating a new approach and
adopting technology. The application
of science and technology has become
expansiveadministrative reforms,
electricity supply, rail reforms, curbing
corruption, tax transparency, GST, one
nation-one tax, skill India, start-up India,
digital India, empowerment of farmerswomen, or bringing radical changes
from education to defense sector and
completing projects stalled for decades
which earlier seemed impossible.
The Covid pandemic came as a big
challenge for the country threatening
to impede progress but India fought
against the crisis with great resilience.
Despite adversities, the country
marched with an extraordinary pace
in every field. It was because of the
strength of scientists and entrepreneurs
that India did not have to depend on any
other country for vaccines. In past India
had to depend on foreign countries
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The Vaccine Maitri
Program was resumed on
14 October 2021. Under
this, one million vaccine
doses each were provided
to Nepal, Myanmar, Iran,
and Bangladesh.
Presently Made in India
vaccines are being
exported to 96 countries.

Golden Period....
India will provide

n

n

n

500

crore vaccine
doses to the
world in the
coming days

The world's trust has increased in the Made
in India vaccines. More than 125 countries of
the world including WHO have accepted India's
indigenous vaccine.
India moving forward with public participation
and confidence. Along with exporting vaccines,
India will also perform the duty of humanitarian
assistance to small countries.
After the arrival of the new variant of Omicron,
India has started helping African countries.
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Development reaches
persons living on the fringes

Crores of poor have got the benefit of many schemes started in the last seven
years. From Ujjwala to Ayushman Bharat, today every poor of the country are well
aware of various social welfare schemes. The delivery of the government schemes
is fast which is achieving the set targets. India is progressing much faster than
before, and now the central government is further giving impetus to achieve
exemplary results.

Amrit Year

Golden Period....

Free ration to more than 80 crore
people during the Covid period
Pucca
houses to
more than

2 crore
families

n

n

n

Construction
of toilets in
more than

10 crore
houses

Banking and
social security to
more than
43 crore
Jan-Dhan account
holders

Free LPG connections to more than 8 crore
families. Its coverage reached 99.6 percent. The
benefit of Rs 2300 crores to more than 23 lakh
street vendors under the Svanidhi scheme
Samman Nidhi of more than Rs 1.6 lakh crore
to more than 11.4 crore farmer families. Free
treatment facility of Rs 5 lakh to more than 50
crore people - Ayushman Bharat

Through Ujjwala 2.0,
100% eligible persons
should have the
Ujjwala scheme and
gas connection.

100 percent of
villages should
have roads by the
golden year during
Amrit Yatra.

Every eligible citizen
of the country should
be connected with
the government's
insurance, pension,
and housing schemes.

100% of
households
should have bank
accounts.

Connect every street
vendor of the country
with a livelihood
through Svanidhi
Yojana.

100% of
beneficiaries
should have an
Ayushman Bharat
card

In just two years of Jal Jeevan Mission, more
than 5 crore families have got tap connections

for the vaccine for years. Online platforms like
CoWin, or facility to provide digital certificates
is now drawing the attention of the world. Also,
humanitarian effort to provide ration to 80
crore countrymen continuously for months has
astonished the world.
The benefits of many schemes started in the
last seven years have reached crores of poor to
their homes. From Ujjwala to Ayushman Bharat,
today every poor in the country is aware of
various welfare schemes. India is progressing

THE CABINET HAS APPROVED THE
CONTINUATION OF PRADHAN MANTRI AWAS
YOJANA GRAMIN TILL THE YEAR 2024.
at a record speed but our journey is still not
complete. We have to turn our Sankalp into
Siddhi. With this ambition, India has started
the journey of 'Amrit Kaal' where 100% of
villages have roads, 100% families have bank
accounts, 100% beneficiaries should have
New India Samachar
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India youngest
country in the
world: Immense
possibilities
India is the youngest country in the
world with very exceptional human
resource capabilities. While the elderly
population is increasing in Western
and European countries India has a
very promising demography of a high
young population. The aspirations
of youth and their determination to
secure a bright future for the country
are guiding New India's progress
which will make the ambitions for the
Golden year in 2047 come true.
In India, the word start-up was not very
popular. But in the last seven years,
there is a boom of start-ups and today
more than

50 thousand

start-ups are running in India.

Amrit Year

the people of India is 29 years.

n

n

n

n

n

Ideas, innovation, passion to take risks, and the
determination to accomplish any task, is the true
identity of the youth today.
Through start-ups, the youth of the country is becoming
job givers instead of job seekers and investment in
startups is increasing continuously.
India is now moving rapidly from start-up to unicorn.
Significantly, Unicorns are those entities whose
valuation is more than 1 billion dollars i.e. about 7
thousand crore rupees. Earlier there used to be 1-2
unicorns in India, but now its number has crossed 70.
In the last 10 months of the Covid period, a new unicorn
was launched every 10 days.
India won one gold, 2 silver and 4 bronze medals in
Tokyo Olympics. This is the best performance by Indian
players in Olympic Games so far. India's best ever
performance in Paralympic Games this time, winning 5
gold, 8 silver and 6 bronze medals, finished 24th.

WITH PM MODI'S MANTRA OF SKILL,
RE-SKILL, AND UPSKILL, INDIAN YOUTH
IS NOW BECOMING SELF-RELIANT.
Ayushman Bharat cards, 100% eligible persons
have a Ujjwala scheme and facility of gas
connection. Be it the government's insurance
scheme, pension scheme, housing scheme,
every person who is entitled to it must get its
benefit. Even the roadside vendors are being
linked to the banking system through the
Svanidhi scheme. Today, the country is working
fast for the Har Ghar Jal Mission. In just twoand-a-half years of Jal Jeevan Mission, more
than 5 crore families have started getting water
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65% of India's population is below
35 years of age and more than
50% of the population is below
25 years of age. The average age of

from taps.
Providing nutrition to every poor person in the
country is also the priority of the government.
Malnutrition and lack of essential nutrients
in poor women and children become major
obstacles in their development and growth.
In view of this, the government has taken the
initiative to provide nutritious rice to the poor.
The country has also taken a pledge to fortify
the rice available through each social safety net
scheme by the year 2024. So far, more than 75
thousand health-wellness centers have been
set up. Now work is being done exclusively on
developing a robust network of good hospitals
and modern labs at the block level. Thousands
of hospitals in the country are also getting
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Golden Period....
To promote skill
development, more
than

The scope of Atal
Tinkering Lab has
increased to about

youth will be trained
by 2024 under the
Rail Kaushal Vikas
Project.

schools and
now it will be
taken beyond 10
thousand.

Smart India
Hackathon has
attracted more than

50,000 9000 1000000
Free skill training

More
than

46
Lakhs

n

n

women and over 45 thousand
differently-abled people have
been empowered by free skill
training and efforts are being
taken to cover their cent
percent population.

students' participation, about
6 thousand ideas from more
than 7 thousand institutions.
Efforts will be taken to give
further momentum to it.

Making India a Sports Powerhouse

To secure a place for India in
the list of top 10 countries in
the Olympic Games by 2028. A
separate provision of Rs 8750
crore for sports by 2021-25.

Training athletes under podium scheme in the run-up to Los Angeles Olympics2028. Another special feature of the new National Education Policy is that sports
have been made a part of mainstream education instead of extra-curricular.
The campaign aimed at providing opportunities to sportspersons through grooming
talent and increasing the use of technology to be intensified and expanded in this
decade. Under the new education policy, a target has been set to provide vocational
skills to at least 50% of the students by 2025 so that the vocational skills acquired
at the school level can be taken up to a higher education level.

INDIA HAS MAXIMUM START-UPS IN

has been given to the states.

THE WORLD. YOUTH ARE GETTING NEW

ALL AROUND INCLUSIVE DEVELOPMENT

OPPORTUNITIES THROUGH INNOVATION.
their own oxygen plants. Now every class
and region which have remained beyond the
ambit of development are being taken along.
Along with it, Dalits, Backwards, Tribals, and
marginalized people in general categories
are getting the benefit of reservation. More
recently, arrangements have also been made
for reservations for the OBC category in the All
India Quota for medical education. By making a
law in Parliament, the right to make the OBC list

The central government is ensuring that in
the development journey no person, no class,
no region, no corner of the country should be
left behind. Efforts have been made in the last
seven years to give attention to such areas of
the country. Be it Eastern India or Northeast
or Jammu-Kashmir, Ladakh including the
entire Himalayan region, coastal areas, or
tribal areas, is becoming new frontiers for
India's development journey. The Delimitation
Commission has been constituted in Jammu
and Kashmir and preparations are also going
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on for the future assembly elections.
The Ladakh region is also on the path
of rapid development. On one hand,
modern infrastructure is being built in
Ladakh, and on the other hand, Sindhu
Central University is also making
Ladakh a center of higher education.
In this decade of the 21st century,
India is rapidly increasing its efforts
towards becoming a blue economy.
Deep-sea expeditions are realizing
the ambition of exploring the limitless
possibilities of the ocean. We have
also aroused the aspirations of the
districts of the country which were
lagging in the development index.
Priority is being given to schemes
related to education, health, nutrition,
roads, and employment in more
than 110 aspirational districts of the
country. There is strong competition
going on in that direction so that these
aspirational districts are at par with
other districts of India. Capitalism
and socialism are discussed a lot in
the economic world, but India also
emphasizes on cooperatives. Steps
have been taken in this direction by
creating a separate ministry for the
empowerment of this sector.

EMPHASIS ON INFRASTRUCTURE TO
MEET EXPECTATIONS

The optical fiber network data is
reaching the villages. More than 8
crore women are associated with
self-help groups in villages. Today,
when the country is moving ahead
with the mantra of Vocal for Local the
villages are being made empowered
through the SVAMITVA scheme.
More than 80 percent of the country's
farmers are those who have less than
two hectares of land. Priority was not
given to these small farmers in the
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Amrit Year
NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
PIPELINE PROJECT

107
lakh crore national

infrastructure pipeline
scheme aims to
strengthen rail, road
connectivity, airports,
expressways, shipping
among others

100%

Increase in construction
of National Highways in
7 years

The Indian Railway has
taken up major tunneling
work for the broad
gauge in the Third Line
between Barkhera-Budni
(26.50 km) section of
the Bhopal-Itarsi Third
Line project of the West
Central Railway zone.
Bharat Gaurav trains
will take the people of
India and the world to
see India's rich cultural
heritage and grand
historical sites.
Under the PM Gati-Shakti
National Master Plan, the
government is bringing

NATIONAL HIGHWAYS & ROAD
PROJECTS
India is creating
a world record by
constructing

36.5
km
of roads per day.

Despite Covid, India
has built

13,394 km

of roads in the financial
year 2020-2021.

different ministries on a
single platform.
Arrangements have also
been made for providing
information about
different projects on time
to every department.
Through the Gati Shakti
Master Plan, India has
taken a revolutionary
step in the field of
infrastructure.
The 100-Lakh Crore
PM Gati Shakti Master
Plan has brought
new employment
opportunities for lakhs of
youth.

INDIA LAUNCHES GATISHAKTI YOJANA
PUTTING AN END TO AN ERA OF DELAYING
PROJECTS

Amrit Yatra of New India

Infrastructure
PAVING WAY FOR RAPID
DEVELOPMENT

Infrastructure is such a sector that not only takes the
country on the path of development but also creates
employment opportunities. Not only this, the foundation
of progress in the modern world rests on modern
infrastructure. At the same time, it also fulfills the needs
and aspirations of the middle class. Weak infrastructure
causes great damage to the pace of development. This is
the reason why the Government of India's emphasis is on
building and accelerating strong infrastructure.

Golden Period....
Railways trying to run

75

new Vande Bharat trains
across the country in the
coming 2 years.

Regional connectivity will be
accelerated under UDAN in
the country through the Gati
Shakti Yojana. The number
of airports/heliports/water
aerodromes will increase to

220

by the year
2024-25.

Ministry of Road Transport and Highways issued a
notification on incentives and penal action related to the
vehicle scrapping policy which will be effective from 1st
April 2022.

past. Now keeping the welfare of these small
farmers in mind, agricultural reforms are being
made, decisions are being taken.
Coordinated efforts are being made for
new generation infrastructure. The recently
launched Pradhan Mantri Gatishakti Yojana

Cover Story

Golden Period....

111
Expansion of

crore national
infrastructure
pipeline to cover
7,400 projects by
2025.

National Highways operated by
the National Highways Authority
of India (NHAI) will be expanded to
two lakh km in length by 2024-25.

Emergency landing facilities will be
developed at other 19 places in the
country. These include Phalodi – Jaisalmer
road and Barmer – Jaisalmer road in
Rajasthan, Kharagpur – Balasore road in
West Bengal, Kharagpur – Keonjhar road
and near Panagarh/KKD, Chennai in Tamil
Nadu, on Puducherry road, in Andhra
Pradesh on Nellore – Ongole road and
Ongole – Chilakaluripet road, in Haryana on
Mandi Dabwali to Odhan road, near Sangrur
in Punjab, on Bhuj-Naliya road in Gujarat
and on Surat-Baroda road, in Jammu and
Kashmir in the Banihal-Srinagar road, Leh/
Nyoma area in Assam and on the JorhatBaraghat road, near Sivasagar, BagdograHashimara road, Hashimara-Tezpur route
and Hashimara-Guwahati road in Assam.

focuses on this. The foundation of progress
in the modern world rests on the state-of-theart infrastructure which also fulfills the needs
and aspirations of the middle class. Realizing
this, extraordinary work has taken place at
a breathtaking pace in every domain- water,
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GOOD NUTRITION NOW FORTIFIED RICE

80 CRORE PEOPLE ARE GETTING FREE
RATION UNDER THE WORLD'S LARGEST
FOOD SECURITY PROGRAM.
land, and sky. Work is on a fast pace to
provide for a vast network of waterways
which can connect new places with sea
planes. Indian Railways is also rapidly
adapting to its modern times.

Through the Poshan Abhiyan, the central
government launched a campaign against
malnutrition, and now the mission has been carried
forward through Poshan 2.0. In view of this, it has
been decided that the government will fortify the rice
given to the poor under its various schemes.

Amrit Year

PACE OF DEVELOPMENT IN NORTH-EAST
& EAST GAINS MOMENTUM

NEW CHAPTER OF GOOD GOVERNANCE

The country has also announced
a Production Linked Incentive (PLI)
to promote Make in India products
during post-Covid pandemic period. An
example of this is the electronic sector
where PLI has brought rapid changes.
Seven years ago, India used to import
mobile phones worth about $8 billion.
Now it is also exporting mobile phones
worth three billion dollars. Taking
forward this scheme with a view to
make the manufacturing sector the
driver of the economy it has been
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In order to provide food
security, people were
provided food grains at
affordable rates or free
of cost during the Covid
period so that they get
food and nutritional
security.
On the occasion of World Food Day in 2020, 17 biocultured varieties of seeds, and the next year 35 biocultured varieties of seeds were dedicated to the
nation.
n The agriculture sector has been linked with research
and technology to strengthen the nutrition campaign
with the introduction of improved varieties of seeds.
n

Golden Period....
The government has decided that the rice it gives
to the poor under its different schemes will be
nutritious.
n Fortified rice will be supplied to the entire public
distribution system by 2024 so that the poor get
nutritious rice.
n Whether it is rice available at ration shop, rice
provided to children in mid-day meal, rice available
through each scheme will be made nutritious by
the year 2024.
n

Mission Poshan 2.0

North-East and Eastern India,
is scripting a new chapter in the
development The work of connecting
all the state capitals of the Northeast
with rail service is nearing completion.
Through the Act-East Policy, the
North-East is getting connected with
Bangladesh, Myanmar, and SouthEast Asia. Due to the efforts made
over the years, now the enthusiasm
for building a Shreshtha Bharat, for
ensuring lasting peace in the Northeast
has increased manifold. This area has
a lot of potential for tourism, sports,
organic farming, herbal medicines, etc.
making it an important component of
the development journey.

The central government
also gives rice to eligible
citizens under various
schemes.

Mission Poshan 2.0 has been announced
in the general budget, now the central
government will run all the nutrition
campaigns under this mission along with
increasing the nutrients in the coming days.
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THE COUNTRY IS MOVING FORWARD ON THE PATH OF SELF-RELIANCE
WITH THE BASIC MANTRA OF AATMANIRBHAR BHARAT
The basic mantras of AatmaNirbhar, 'Vocal for Local' and 'Made in India' are being promoted in
India today so that the country can become self-reliant. At the same time, efforts are being taken to
ensure goods made in the country can be exported abroad on a large scale and the youth here can
become job creators and not job seekers. The Government of India is taking the initiative to make
self-reliance a vision so that New India can be confident and move fast on the path of progress.

Amrit Year
1.97 lakh crore sanctioned for 13 identified
sectors including Electronics & IT Hardware,
Automobiles, Mobiles, Pharmaceuticals, EV
Battery to become self-reliant in manufacturing
n Over 33 per cent growth in total exports in
August 2021 over August 2020
n While the allocation in agriculture was Rs
21,934 crore in 2013-2014, it was increased by
5.5 times to Rs 1,23,018 crore in 2021-2022
n Before Covid, the manufacturing of PPE kits
in India was almost negligible. Now India has
become its largest producer.
n Defense exports are estimated at $2 billion in
2019-20.
n Under
the Self-Reliant India Employment
Scheme, about 30 lakh people got benefits of
more than Rs 1,500 crore till September 2021.
n

THE MANUFACTURING SECTOR IS GETTING
MOMENTUM FROM PLI (PRODUCTION LINKED
INCENTIVE). THE PRODUCTION HAS ALSO
INCREASED.
implemented in all the 13 sectors as per the
budget announcement. Today, new startups are
being formed in different sectors of the country
and also in the small towns of the country.
Today India is showing lots of political resolves
to bring about big changes and reforms.
There is no dearth of political will in the country
today. Apart from national security, equal
importance is being given to environmental
security. India today is a vocal voice of

Golden Period....
n

n

n

n

Minimum production in India is expected
to exceed US$ 500 billion in 5 years in the
manufacturing sector.
Improving infrastructure facilities in schools
including computers, sanitation, water,
electricity.
Promotion of employment, promotion of
livelihood opportunities.
Through startups, youth can become selfreliant and become job creators.

environmental protection. Self-Reliance in
energy is imperative for AatmaNirbhar India
and the country has built a clear roadmap to
achieve it before the completion of 100 years
of independence. Becoming a Gas-based
economy, with emphasis on CNG, PNG, 20
per cent ethanol blending, promotion of
electric vehicles, 100 per cent electrification
of railways, and target to become a net-zero
carbon emission sector by 2030 is on the cards.
India is at the forefront of countries striving to
achieve climate goals.

YOUTH THE HARBINGER OF AMRIT SANKALP

India is the youngest country in the world with
65 per cent of its population below the age of
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THE VISION OF
NEW INDIA FROM
THE POETIC
HEART OF PRIME
MINISTER
NARENDRA MODI

The abundance of difficulties before me
Is the bedrock of my courage
Never Panic seeing the challenges
There are immense opportunities hidden in it
In the Yagna of progress, it is the fragrance of labour
This is the best offering to the Maa Bharati
Rich-Poor become the hands of new India
This is the call of a changing India.
The country has progressed in past as well
Now new India is desperate to run
To move fastly is the resolve of New India

35 and 50 per cent of the population below the
age of 25 who have aspirations and spirits to
raise the stature of the nation. Prime Minister
Modi himself says, “I am not a soothsayer,
I believe in the fruits of action. I have faith in
the youth of my country, I have a belief in the
sisters of the country, on the daughters of
the country, on the farmers of the country, on
the professionals of the country. This is the
'can do' generation, it can achieve every goal.
Today's India of the 21st century has the
potential to create big goals and achieve them.
Today India is also finding solutions to those
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issues, which were ignored for decades and
centuries.
Whether it is a historic decision to repeal
Article 370, or a system that frees the country
from the tax trap - like GST, or the decision
of 'One Rank-One Pension' for the army, or
Construction of Ram Temple, or peaceful
resolutions of the contentious issues, all this
has become a reality in the last few years.
Certainly, the journey of Amrit Kaal is writing
a new saga of New India. The vitality to fulfill
these dreams and aspirations is its solidarity –
which means – “Sabka Prayas.”

Growing GDP

Economy

ECONOMY
FREED FROM THE SHADOW
OF COVID PERIOD

The economic data for November indicates
that the Indian economy is going from
strength to strength. On one hand, the GDP
growth rate of 8.4% in the second quarter
of this financial year surprised the world,
whereas the GST collection also reached
a record level of Rs 1.31 lakh crore. This
growth rate is the fastest in the world, while
the record GST collection is the secondhighest since the GST was implemented in
July 2017......

S

even years ago, when Narendra Modi
took over as the Prime Minister of the
country the economy was straying its
way in terms of GDP. While on one hand the
inflation was rising the foreign investment
remained stagnant. The country was looking
for a turnaround in the economy. Amidst this
perplexing scenario, the biggest challenge
was to revive the economy. Several historical
initiatives were taken to give impetus to the
economy which included one nation-one tax,
reduction in corporate tax, providing support
to MSMEs, and IBC code. However, when the
economy fell to a negative figure of 24.4% in
the second quarter, last year owing to Covid
several doubts were raised. But the economic
naysayers were silenced after the GDP again
returned to positive figures in the quarter of
October to December 2020 post lockdown
period due to Covid.
After this, the country witnessed the

devastating second wave of Covid. But it
was because of the astute policies of the
government that the economy gained pace. As
a result, the rating agencies which had earlier
downgraded Indian's growth rate have to revise
their forecast. According to the data released
on November 30, the GDP in the second
quarter of the financial year 2021-22 has been
8.4%. A high GDP growth rate signifies India's
ability to tide over the adversities to fulfill
the collective aspirations of its citizens on
which Prime Minister Narendra Modi says- A
Finance Ministry report, released just before
the release of GDP figures for the second
quarter, highlighted that fast vaccination and
the festive season will accelerate the revival
of the Indian economy and thereby reduce the
demand-supply gap and increase employment
opportunities. The figures for the second
quarter have proved these estimates of the
Finance Ministry right
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Growing GDP

Among the 8 core sectors the rate of 5 is positive while 3 is improving
ECONOMY POST POSITIVE
GROWTH FOR THE FOURTH
CONSECUTIVE QUARTER

-7.3%
July-September
(2020-21)

0.4%

October-December
(2020-21)

April-June
(2021-22)

July-September
(2021-22)

2019-20

378602
Mining
64905
Manufacturing
564742
Utility Services
77469
CONSTRUCTION
241188
Trade, Hotel, Transport 638065
Finance, Real Estate
862867
Public Service, Defense 443615
Agriculture

8.4%

1.6%

Jan-March
(2020-21)

Second quarter Crore Rs.

20.1%

2021-22

407641+
70022+
586775+
86330+
240528579113845468472861+

& Others

ECONOMIC TURNAROUND
The growth rate recorded between July and
September in the second quarter of 2021-22 is
better than expected. This is a sign of the Indian
economy turning around from the Covid fallout
even as the size of the economy increases in
comparison to the pre-Covid period. The size of
the economy was 35.61 lakh crore in 2019 but
now it has become 35.71 lakh crores.
The highest growth rate of 15.4% was recorded in
the mining sector. The manufacturing sector rose
by 5.5%, construction activity up by 7.5% and The
agriculture sector grew by 4.5%.
After the lockdown in the first quarter of

THE PROCESS OF FORMALIZATION OF THE
UNORGANIZED SECTOR ACCELERATED

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has promoted
digitization in the country. This has accelerated
the process of formalization of the informal sector
i.e. unorganized sector. Today, the share of the
informal sector in the Indian economy has come
down to 15 to 20 per cent in 2020-21, from 52.4
per cent in 2017-18. According to a study by SBI
Research, the effort to formalize the economy
started in 2011-12, but this effort has now gained
momentum. The study showed that since 2016
the acceleration of digitization and the emergence
of the gig economy has led to a rapid increase in
the share of the formal sector. The effect of this is
now visible on the economy.
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2020-21, the construction sector was most
affected. Its size had shrunk to Rs 1.30 lakh crore
with a 50.3% decline. Now after a year and a half,
this sector has registered robust growth and it is
only Rs 660 crore behind the pre-covid level in the
July-September quarter.
Most importantly, India's growth rate has been
the fastest in the world. The major countries of
the world, America (4.9%), China (4.9%), Japan
(1.4%), etc. have had lower growth rates in the
last quarter. India is followed by Turkey (6.9%) in
second place.

Growth rate higher than the
estimates of RBI and SBI

The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) had
forecasted a 7.9% growth rate. At the
same time, the country's largest bank
State Bank of India had estimated
that the GDP growth rate could be
8.1%. But the GDP growth rate of
8.4% in the second quarter has been
well ahead of these estimates.

CABINET DECISIONS

GOVERNMENT LENDS A HELPING HAND TO VILLAGEPOOR-FARMER AND ELECTRONIC MANUFACTURERS
The Union Cabinet in its latest meet has extended till March 2024 the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana to provide housing to the rural poor. The approval of KenBetwa Link Project, gives a new momentum to development. Soon Made in
India semiconductors for electronic products to usher in a new era for the
manufacturing sector..

n

n

n

n

DECISION- The cabinet approved the continuation
of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G)
beyond March 2021 till March 2024 with an
expenditure of Rs 2,17,257 crore. This will ensure
'Housing for All' in rural areas.
IMPACT: Financial assistance will be provided to
155.75 lakh families for the construction of 'Pucca
Houses' with basic amenities, so as to achieve the
objective of 'Housing for All' in rural areas. As of
November 29, 2021, out of the target of 2.95 crore
houses under PMAY-G, 1.65 crore houses have
been constructed. It is estimated that 2.02 crore
houses will be completed by the 15 August 2022
deadline. Hence the scheme needs to be continued
till March 2024 to achieve the overall target of 2.95
crore houses.
DECISION: The Union Cabinet has approved the
project for the interlinking of Ken-Betwa rivers. The
cost of this project will be Rs 44,605 crore. This
project will be completed in 8 years.
IMPACT: The project will generate 103 MW of
hydropower and 27 MW of solar power. A special
body named Ken-Betwa Link Project Authority
(KBLPA) will be formed for the implementation of
this project. This will provide annual irrigation of

up to 10.62 lakh hectares in the drought-prone
and water-stressed areas of Chhatarpur, Panna,
and Tikamgarh in Madhya Pradesh and Banda,
Mahoba, and Jhansi in Uttar Pradesh. With the
joining of the canal, about 62 lakh people will
get drinking water. The increase in agricultural
activities will promote socio-economic prosperity
in the backward region of Bundelkhand. This will
also help in preventing displacement due to crises
in the region. Environmental management and
protection will be possible in a holistic manner
through this project.
n

n

n

n

DECISION: The dream of Made in India
semiconductor chips will be fulfilled for which the
Rs 76,000 crore plan has been approved.
IMPACT: The semiconductor chip, which
is considered the most important part of
the electronic items in today's era including
smartphones can now be made in India too.
A complete ecosystem for semiconductors in
the country will be set up in the next 6 years.
Under this, the design, fabrication, packaging,
testing,
of semiconductor chips will be
developed in the country. For this, an investment
of Rs 76 thousand crore has been approved.
An incentive of Rs 2.3 lakh crore will be given
under the PLI scheme to make India a global hub.
India Semiconductor Mission will be set up to run
it in mission mode.
DECISION: Approval of the proposal to extend the
Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana by five years
from the year 2021 to the year 2026
IMPACT: Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchai Yojana
will change the lives of 22 lakh farmers of the
country, including 2.5 lakh scheduled castes and
2 lakh scheduled tribe farmers.
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DISTANCE FROM

DELHI TO DEVBHOOMI WILL NOW BE ONLY
TWO AND A HALF HOURS
In the Amrit Kaal, the country has caught the pace of progress, which will not stop but will
move forward with more faith and determination. World-class transport infrastructure has
been given priority with a special vision to build a new India by 2022. To further give impetus
to this Vikas Yatra, the Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of the 210 km long economic
corridor between Delhi and Dehradun, which will reduce the travel time by half and will give a
new direction to the progress of Uttarakhand.

T

here was a time when the people living
on the hills only dreamed of joining the
mainstream of development and many
generations awaited it for decades. But when the
determination is strong then the road ahead for
development becomes easier. With this strong
resolve, the central government is taking steps to
ensure that resources and the young demography
of mountains are best utilized for their progress.
Making life easier for the people living in the
mountains is one of the top priorities of the
country because they are not only the stronghold
of Indian culture and faith but also the fortress of
the country's security. With this thinking, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone
of many development projects including the DelhiDehradun Expressway on 4th December. This
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world-class infrastructure project will reduce the
distance from Delhi to Dehradun which will now
take only a travel time of two and a half hours. For
this, a corridor is being constructed at a cost of
Rs 12,000 crore, which will pass through Asia's
longest wildlife corridor. The length of the DelhiDehradun Economic Corridor is 210 km, which
will pass through the districts of North East Delhi,
Ghaziabad, Baghpat, Shamli, Muzaffarnagar,
Saharanpur, and Dehradun. The project is expected
to be completed by December 2023.
This economic corridor from Delhi's
Akshardham to Dehradun will encourage
tourism and the development of the state of
Uttarakhand. A 51 km link road from this corridor
will also connect Haridwar, which will be built
at a cost of Rs 2095 crore. The first section
Scan the QR code to
listen to the Prime
Minister's address.

Development

Nation

LAYING OF FOUNDATION STONE AND INAUGURATION OF VARIOUS
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
SEVEN PROJECTS WITH SECURE
CONNECTIVITY INAUGURATED

n P
• rime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated and

n

n

n
n

n

n

n

n

n

n

laid foundation stones of several projects worth
about Rs 18,000 crore in Dehradun.
T
• he Prime Minister laid the foundation stone of
11 development projects. This includes the DelhiDehradun Economic Corridor (Eastern Peripheral
Expressway Junction to Dehradun), which will be
built at a cost of about Rs 8,300 crore.
T
• his will reduce the travel time between Delhi and
Dehradun from six hours to about two and a half
hours.
I• t will have Asia's largest wildlife elevated corridor
(12 km) for seamless movement of wildlife
T
• he 340-meter long tunnel near Dat Kali Mandir
in Dehradun will help in minimizing the impact on
wildlife.
I• n the Ganeshpur-Dehradun section, several
animal lanes have been constructed to avoid the
collision of vehicles with wild animals.
T
• he Delhi-Dehradun Economic Corridor will also
have arrangements for rainwater harvesting
and more than 400 water recharge points at an
interval of 500 meters.
G
• reenfield road line project from Delhi-Dehradun
Economic Corridor, connecting Halgoa in
Saharanpur to Bhadrabad in Haridwar will be
constructed at a cost of more than Rs 2000 crore
T
• he Haridwar Ring Road project from
Manoharpur to Kangri, to be constructed at a
cost of over Rs 1600 crore, will provide relief to
the people of Haridwar city from traffic jams and
will also improve connectivity with the Kumaon
region.
T
• he Dehradun-Paonta Sahib (Himachal Pradesh)
road project, to be built at a cost of about Rs
1700 crore, will reduce travel time and provide
seamless connectivity between the two places.
A
• bridge will also be built on the river Ganga near
Laxman Jhula. The bridge will have a provision
of glass decks for pedestrians, as well as allow
lightweight vehicles to cross.

of this corridor will start from Akshardham
on Delhi-Meerut Expressway and terminate at
EPE Junction near Baghpat. The length of this
section will be 32 km, of which 18 km will be
elevated. The elevated section will pass via
Shastri Park and Khajoori Khas in Delhi and
Mandola in Ghaziabad. This will be a 118 km

The Prime Minister also inaugurated seven
projects, including one focused on making
travel safer, to tackle the problem of severe
landslides in the region.
n Also inaugurated the road widening project
from Devprayag to Srikot and from Brahmapuri
to Kodiala on NH-58 under the Chardham road
connectivity project.
n The 120 MW Vyasi Hydroelectric Project
constructed on the Yamuna River at a cost
of over Rs 1700 crore was also inaugurated
along with the Himalayan Culture Center in
Dehradun.
n The Himalayan Culture Center will have a statelevel museum, an 800-seat art auditorium,
library, conference room, etc. which will help
people to admire the cultural heritage of the
state along with engaging in cultural activities.
n The Prime Minister also inaugurated the stateof-the-art Perfume and Fragrance Laboratory
(Centre for Aromatic Plants) in Dehradun.
n

n P
• rime

n

n

Minister also laid the foundation stone
of the Child-Friendly City Project in Dehradun
to make roads safe for children to travel in
Dehradun.
T
• he foundation stone of projects related to the
development of water supply, road and drainage
system in Dehradun at a cost of over Rs 700
crore was also laid.
T
• he foundation stone for infrastructure
development works at Shri Badrinath Dham and
Gangotri-Yamunotri Dham was laid to develop
smart spiritual towns and upgrade tourism
infrastructure. Along with this, a new medical
college will also be built in Haridwar at a cost of
more than Rs 500 crore.

greenfield route after the EPE crossing. There
will be a total of 7 exits and 62 underpasses for
entry and exit on the highway. Certainly, with the
construction of this corridor, economic business
activity will increase and along with the progress
of the nation, Uttarakhand's development will
also get a boost.
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War Against COVID 19

FULL VACCINATION WILL ENSURE
EVERYONE'S PROTECTION

The most effective protection
against any variant of Covid is
to get both doses of the Covid
vaccine. With an aim to further
give an impetus to the vaccination
campaign the central government
is running the 'Har Ghar Dastak, Har
Ghar Tika' campaign to vaccinate
all the citizens of our country
with the resolve of 'Complete
Vaccination Lakshya Hamara'.
As part of the campaign, Corona
Warriors are reaching the homes
of the countrymen who have yet
not taken the vaccination. With the
rapid spread of the Omicron variant
of Covid in the world, the central
government is not only trying to
move rapidly towards the goal of
100% complete vaccination but is
also taking full precautions with
testing, tracing, treatment, and
strong preparations.
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Farming women in Alwar, Rajasthan
were vaccinated as part of the
#HarGharDastak campaign

lwar district in Rajasthan: Here agricultural
women were working in the fields. In such a
situation, to ensure that these women get the
Covid vaccination without their work being hampered
the health workers went to the field and administered
vaccines to them.
Similarly, in Ghughari, Mandla,
Madhya Pradesh, people were vaccinated at the
workplace under the vaccination campaign so that their
work is not interrupted and no person is deprived of the
vaccination. The Central Government is committed to
widening the coverage of COVID-19 vaccination across
the country and accelerating the pace of immunization
of people. Whatever be the circumstances- the pace
of vaccination will not abate before achieving the goal,
with this basic mantra Covid vaccination campaign is
being run in India so that no person is left behind and
the safety cycle is not broken. With this purpose, the
central government launched the Har Ghar Dastak
campaign from November 3 to December 31, in which
health workers went from door to door to the farm so
that no one was deprived of vaccination in the country
and the target of 100% vaccination could be achieved. So
far, more than 86 percent of people across the country
have been given the first dose, and India's vaccination

War Against COVID 19

New India's enviable record
More than

55%

of the eligible
population were
given both doses of
the COVID vaccine.

Over

138

crore

doses have been
administered across
the country. This is the
highest in the world.

The first dose of the
COVID vaccine has been
administered to

86%

of the people.

Himachal Pradesh
became the first state
to achieve

100%
vaccination

VACCINE MAITRI - INDIA'S LIFELINE TO THE WORLD

India started providing vaccine doses to other
countries from January 20, 2021, under the Vaccine
Maitri Program.
The Vaccine Maitri Program was once again started
on October 14, 2021. Under this, one million vaccine
doses each were provided to Nepal, Myanmar, Iran,
and Bangladesh. Presently 'Made in India' is being
exported to 96 countries.

Even in the dire situation of Covid, the
country has crossed the figure of more
than 100 crores of Covid vaccine doses
and now we are moving fast towards
150 crores. The news of the new variant
spreading fast also makes us more alert.
The best health of all, the best health of
each countryman is our priority in this
hour of crisis.
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

campaign has become an example for the world
today. Not only this, India's vaccination campaign
has crossed another milestone and more than
50 percent of the eligible population in India has
been fully vaccinated. As part of the nationwide
immunization drive, the Central Government
is extending full support to the States and
Union Territories by providing them free COVID
vaccines. Also, drones were used for the first
time to ensure the delivery of the Covid vaccine to
the general public. At present, ICMR's 'i-Drone' is
being used in Manipur, Nagaland, and Andaman
Nicobar Islands. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
says, 'If the people of India are determined to do
something, then nothing is impossible for them'.
Following the mantra of 'Sabke Prayas', Himachal
has become the first state to provide 100% of
both doses to its adult population due to the hard
work of health workers.
THE DANGER IS NOT AVERTED, CAUTION IS NECESSARY
Under the world's largest Covid vaccination
campaign being run in India, more than 138 crore
vaccine doses have been administered so far.
There are only two ways to prevent Covid. One
vaccination, and the other protection. We have
to remember that the threat of Covid is not over
yet. In such a situation, along with vaccination,
preventive measures should also be taken and
the use of masks and covid proper behavior must
be followed.
INCREASE SURVEILLANCE - WHO
The World Health Organization (WHO) has said
that the new variant of Covid, Omicron, has
reached 63 countries and its infection rate is
higher than the delta variant. The WHO also
said that it is not yet clear why the new variant
is spreading so rapidly. The Omicron variant
of Corona was detected in South Africa on 24
November last month. Meanwhile, the Indian
government is constantly keeping an eye on the
situation and monitoring it. Dr Poonam Khetrapal,
WHO's regional director for Southeast Asia,
believes that a new variant doesn't mean that
things will be worse, but definitely, they will be
more uncertain. In such a situation, the pandemic
is still around and we should be careful. At the
same time surveillance and the public health
system should be strengthened.
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Flagship Scheme Ujala

LIGHT IN EVERY HOUSE
ILLUMINATING LIVES
The progress of any country depends on the planned use and implementation of the
resources available with it. In a country like India, 20 percent of the total electricity
consumption is used for the lighting sector. There was a time when a large part
of this was old bulbs, which not only consumed more electricity but also affected
the environment due to the additional sources that were generated due to over
consumption. As an alternative, the LED bulb was present in the market, but it was out
of the reach of the common man as they were expensive. To address this, the Ujala
scheme was launched on 5th January 2015, through which 37 crore LED bulbs have
been given to the people at a cost of just Rs 10 each.

15

-year-old Mercy Susan, who lives in
an orphanage in Secunderabad in
Telangana, is a versatile genius. She
loves to play the piano and practice karate. She
is currently studying in class 10th. Maths and
Science are her favorite subjects. She explains,
“The new LED is more illuminating than the
old one, so it is also easier to read. Earlier I
could study for 2 hours with the old bulb, but
now I can study for 4 hours with the new bulb.”
Devdutt Sharma, a partner of A1 Dhaba on the
highway passing through Sonepat in Haryana,
replaced the tube lights with LED lights in his
Dhaba. Due to this, his electricity bill has come
down from Rs 45 thousand to Rs 15 thousand
in six months. It has also benefited his business
as fully illuminated dhabas now attract more
customers.” Both Mercy and Devdutt are among
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those who have got cheap LED bulbs through the
UJALA scheme.
The UJALA (Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs
for All ) scheme, completing 7 years on 5 January
2022, is one of the world's largest home lighting
projects. With the implementation of this project,
India has now become the largest LED market in
the world. While the number of LEDs distributed
by the government was 13.3 crore on July 19,
it increased to 36.78 cores by 177 percent
by December 1, 2021. The scheme is being
implemented by Energy Efficiency Services Limited
(EESL), a joint venture of PSUs under the Ministry
of Power. UJALA Yojana has received global
awards like 'South Asia Procurement Innovation
Award 2017, 'Global Solid State Lighting Award of
Excellence for its transformative contribution in
the LED sector.

Ujala

Flagship Scheme

A NEW BEGINNING: PRADHAN MANTRI GRAMIN UJALA YOJANA
Under the Pradhan Mantri Gramin
Ujala Yojana, the world's cheapest
LED bulb is being given in India for
Rs 10 each. Under the scheme, 3
to 4 bulbs are being given to each
family under this scheme.
Under this scheme, 60 crore
unsubsidized LED bulbs are being
provided to around 15 to 20 crore
rural households.
Whereas the prices of LED bulbs
were around Rs 310 in 2014, it has
been reduced to Rs 70 today.
No subsidy is being taken from the
central or state government for
this scheme. All the expenditure
incurred in this scheme is borne
by Energy Efficiency Services Ltd.
(EESL). The cost of which will be
recovered through carbon trading.

GLOBAL IDENTITY
IMPROVEMENT IN QUALITY OF LIFE: Annual household bills reduced by
about 15 percent, saving consumers Rs 1600 crore per year in electricity
bills.
HIGH-QUALITY MANUFACTURE: India is now the second-largest LED
market in the world at Rs 2140 crore per year.
CONTRIBUTING TO CLIMATE GOALS: Saving scarce energy resources and
reducing India's carbon emissions by 3 billion tonnes of CO2 per year, which
is equivalent to taking 2.7 million cars off the road per year.

LED CONSUMES LESS ELECTRICITY, SAVES MORE
A 7-watt bulb of LED (Light
Emitting Diode) gives the
illumination equivalent to 14
watts CFL and 60-watt ICL.
LED bulb saves about 90%
energy compared to ICL and
50% compared to CFL.
The LED bulb consumes 1
unit of electricity for 140
hours of use, while CFL
consumes 2 units and
ICL consumes 9 units of
electricity.
For 140 hours of use, an
LED bulb costs Rs.4, while
CFL consumes Rs.8 and
ICL consumes Rs.36 for the
same amount of time.

More than

ACCELERATED PROGRESS

4800

crore units of electricity are
saved every year through
the UJALA scheme.
Cost savings of

`19,110
crore per annum.

There is a reduction in
power demand of more than

9,565

MW every year due to
the UJALA scheme.

Reduced emissions of 3,86,98,387 tonnes
of carbon dioxide per year. More than 1.10
crore streetlights were installed. More than
72 lakh tube lights have been distributed.
More than 23 lakh fans were distributed.

The country needed a solution that would
consume less electricity, give more light,
and cost less. This need gave birth to
the Ujala scheme. Necessary steps were
taken to promote the production of LEDs.
Policy changes were made. This brought
down the price of the bulb and as soon as
people came to know about its benefits,
its demand also increased.” NARENDRA MODI, Prime Minister
New India Samachar
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India@75

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

THE EXEMPLARY ROLE MODELS

HEROES WHO LEFT
INDELIBLE IMPRINTS

India's freedom struggle is one of the greatest struggles of the modern world. People from
every section and community participated in this struggle and contributed in their own way. It
is the result of their struggles that India could become independent on 15 August 1947. On the
occasion of India's entry into the 75th year of independence, the country is celebrating the Amrit
Mahotsav of Independence. Today, the nation is remembering the martyrs who took part in the
freedom struggle to free the country from the bondage of slavery. In this episode of Azadi ka
Amrit Mahotsav, we are sketching the life and works of Mahadev Bhai Desai, Tilka Manjhi, Dr.
Saifuddin Kitchlew, and Vishnu Damodar Chitale. They not only fought the British but also left
behind an idea, a legacy that is still cherished and emulated by the countrymen.
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MAHADEV BHAI DESAI PLAYED AN IMPORTANT ROLE IN THE
FREEDOM STRUGGLE AS A CONFIDANT OF MAHATMA GANDHI
BORN: January 1,1892: DIED -August 15, 1942

M

his historic speech in Mumbai on
ahadev Bhai Desai was
August 8, 1942. The next morning,
the personal secretary of
the British arrested Mahatma
Mahatma Gandhi. There was
Gandhi, Mahadev Desai, and others
a difference of about 24 years in
and locked them in the Aga Khan
age between them. Despite the age
Palace in Pune. Mahadev Desai
difference, the relationship between
died of a heart attack on August 15
the two was very smooth and sweet.
in this jail.
This is the reason why people call
Gandhi aptly quoted that
Mahadev Desai the shadow of
Mahadev in his life span of fifty
Mahatma Gandhi. Not only this,
years had done the work of one
some consider him to be Gandhi's
hundred years. According to the
right hand who took care of all his
AFTER COMPLETING
wishes of Mahatma Gandhi, his
needs. He is believed to have been
HIS GRADUATION,
tomb was built in the palace of
Mahatma Gandhi's typist, translator,
Aga Khan. When Kasturba Gandhi
counsellor,
courier,
interpreter,
HE STUDIED LAW
died after a year, her samadhi was
troubleshooter, and much more.
AND ALSO JOINED
also built near Mahadev Desai's
He was even a cook and Gandhi
THE PROFESSION OF
samadhi. Born on January 1, 1892,
especially admired the khichdi
ADVOCACY.
in a village in Surat, Mahadev Desai
prepared by him. It was because of
translated Mahatma Gandhi's
his affection for Desai that Mahatma
autobiography 'My Experiments
Gandhi and his wife Kasturba
with Truth' into English. He kept on writing
considered him as their son. Mahatma Gandhi, in
a diary for a long time and this diary gives a
his very first meeting with Desai in 1917, recognized
detailed account of Mahatma Gandhi's lifestyle,
the hidden qualities in him and urged him to work
his activities, etc. This diary is still an important
with him. Their association continued till 15 August
document to understand the character, thoughts,
1942, till Desai's last breath.
and philosophy of Gandhi.
Mahatma Gandhi gave the slogan 'Do or Die' in

TILKA MANJHI: HIS FRENZY FOR FREEDOM
SHOOK THE BRITISH RULE
Born: 11 February 1750, Martyr’s Day: 13 January 1785

T

he year 1784 is considered the first armed rebellion against
the British. On January 13, 1784, a young man shot and
fatally wounded Augustus Cleveland, an East India Company
administrator, with his poisoned arrow. The young man was Tilka
Manjhi, who was fighting the Britishers at a time when there was
no talk of any rebellion against them. After this incident, the British
surrounded the Tilapore forest from which he operated but he and

ACTUALLY 'TILKA'
IN THE PAHARIYA
LANGUAGE MEANS
ANGRY AND
RED-EYED
PERSON.
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his men held them at bay for
several weeks. When he was
finally caught in, he was tied to
the tail of a horse and dragged
to the Collector's residence at
Bhagalpur, Bihar, India. There,
his lacerated body was hung
from a Banyan tree on 13
January 1785.
Later the freedom fighters
followed Tilka Manjhi and sang
the songs 'Hansi, Hansi, Chad
Go Phansi'. Tilka Manjhi was
a brave soldier of the Paharia
community. Born on 11 February
1750 in a Santhal family in
Tilakpur village of Sultanganj in
Bhagalpur, Bihar, the real name
of Tilka Manjhi is said to be
Jabra Paharia. The story of his
getting the name Tilka is no less
interesting.
Tilka Manjhi, who took a front
against the British for about 13
years from 1771 to 1784, also
fought the local moneylenders
and feudatories. Tilka Manjhi
also led the famous Santhal
rebellion by the Santhals. Tilka
Manjhi Bhagalpur University
in Bhagalpur is named after
him. The famous Bengali
writer Mahasweta Devi has
composed a novel 'Shalgirar
Dake' in Bengali on the life
and rebellion of Tilka Manjhi,
which has been published in
Hindi as 'Shalgirah ki Pukar Par'.
The importance of tribal
freedom fighters involved in
the Indian freedom struggle is
known from the fact that to pay
tribute to them, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's government
has started Tribal Pride Day on
15 November.

DR. SAIFUDDIN KITCHLEW : THE FREEDOM
FIGHTER AND HERO OF JALLIANWALA BAGH
Born: 15 January 1888, Died: 9 October 1963

W

ho would not have heard the
name of Jallianwala Bagh in
Amritsar? This is the same place
where hundreds of people were
gunned down on the orders of British
officer General Dyer. The attack is
believed to have killed 1,000 people
and injured many more. The crowd
that had gathered at Jallianwala Bagh
that day was not for anyone but other
DR SAIFUDDIN
issues but to protest the arrest of
KITCHLEW, A FRONTLINE
FREEDOM FIGHTER, AN
popular leader Dr. Saifuddin Kitchlew
ADVOCATE OF HINDUby the British.
MUSLIM UNITY IS
When
the
British
government
REMEMBERED
AS THE
passed the Rowlatt Act in 1919,
FACE OF THE PROTESTS
Dr. Kitchlew, a lawyer by profession
AGAINST THE ROWLATT
and a supporter of Hindu-Muslim
ACT THAT THE BRITISH
unity, raised a strong voice against
PASSED IN 1919
this Act. Actually, through this law, the
government could arrest any person
without a warrant. There was a protest against this law across the
country. To protest it, Kitchlew urged the people to take part in the
strike and non-violent satyagraha against the British government.
It was because of Kitchlew's appeal that about 30,000 people
attended his public meeting on 30 March 1919, where he delivered
a powerful speech. After this, Dr. Kitchlew and Dr. Satyapal led an
anti-government procession in Amritsar on 9 April 1919. Following
this, both these leaders were arrested and placed under house arrest
in Dharamsala. Born on January 15, 1888, in Amritsar, Dr. Saifuddin
Kitchlew graduated from Cambridge University and obtained a Ph.D.
from German University. Kitchlew took an active part in the Indian
freedom struggle and participated in the non-cooperation movement
led by Mahatma Gandhi. Besides, he also played an important role in
the Khilafat movement. He was one of the founders of Jamia Millia
Islamia in Delhi. He also played a guiding role behind the Naujawan
Bharat Sabha, founded by Bhagat Singh. Post-Independence, he
continued working for the restoration of peace and redefining SovietIndia relations. He became the first Indian to be awarded the Lenin
Peace Prize in 1952.
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FREEDOM FIGHTER VISHNU
DAMODAR CHITALE : PLAYED A
LEADING ROLE IN NATION BUILDING
Born : January 4, 1906 Died - 1961

A

man of firm commitment and intent since childhood,
Vishnu Damodar Chitale is also known as Bhai
Chitale . He was born on January 4, 1906, in Kolhapur,
Maharashtra. Despite being a famous communist, he
was a nationalist who actively participated in the Indian
freedom struggle.
Along
with
the
freedom struggle, he
continued to work for
the benefit of farmers
and laborers and also
participated in the
Salt Satyagraha led by
Mahatma Gandhi.
Chitale was such
a fearless person
that despite being
CHITALE WAS SUCH A
influenced by Marxist
FEARLESS PERSON THAT
literature and being
DESPITE BEING INFLUENCED
a member of the
BY MARXIST LITERATURE
Communist
Party,
AND BEING A MEMBER OF
he
never
blindly
THE COMMUNIST PARTY, HE
followed the policy
NEVER BLINDLY FOLLOWED
of the party. When
THE POLICY OF THE PARTY.
he saw the policy of
the Communist Party
as contrary to the national interests of India, he openly
opposed it.
It is said that when the Communists opposed the Quit
India Movement of 1942, Bhai Chitale supported it.
Due to this, his party had shown him the door, but he
was again taken back in the party in 1951. At the time
of China's invasion of India, ideologically he again
had differences with the communists and supported
India's side. Not only this, along with participating in the
freedom struggle of India, he was also active in the Goa
Liberation Movement. At that time, he had reached the
border of Goa with 1000 people, ignoring the bullets of
the Portuguese.

India@75

AJADI KA AMRIT MAHOTSAV:
Echoes across the country
Rajiv Chandrashekhar, Minister of State for Skill
Development, Entrepreneurship and Electronics
& Information Technology, launched the week
long program 'Azadi Ka Digital Festival' on 29
November 2021. Each day was dedicated to a
goal of the Ministry of Electronics and Information
Technology (MeitY).
Minister of State for Culture Meenakshi Lekhi
felicitated Anant Gopal Khasbardar during the
Digital Festival of Independence for Swachh Bharat
logo on December 4, 2021. She lauded Yasin
Haroon Sudesara for '100 Crore Vaccination Logo',
Prashant Mishra for 'Lokpal', Sai Ram Gaur Ediji
for 'Bamboo Mission Logo' and Rana Bhowmik for
'Digital India' logo.
MyGov 'Saathis' (colleagues) who have actively
contributed to MyGov during the COVID-19
pandemic were also felicitated by Minister of State
for Culture Meenakshi Lekhi.
The
Government
of
India
organized
Mahaparinirvana Divas on 6th December, 2021 as
part of the major celebrations of 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav'.
As part of the 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' - to
celebrate 75 years of Independence, REC Limited,
a Public Infrastructure Finance Company under
the Ministry of Power, organised' Electricity Utsav'
in Sonapur village and adjoining villages in Kamrup
district of Assam.
BRO Motorcycle Campaign India@75 is celebrating
the Amrit Mahotsav of Independence by traveling
to all four corners of India, spreading the message
of National Integration, Nation Building and Road
Safety Awareness.
As part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the tribal
communities of Andaman and Nicobar Islands
celebrated the glorious history of tribal people,
culture and achievements with great enthusiasm
during the prestigious week of Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav.
86 tribal entrepreneurs from southern states were
honored in the week function of the Ministry of
Tribal Affairs under the Amrit Mahotsav of Azadi.
Under Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, the Center
sensitized women about nutrition and fortified rice
in Varanasi.
As a part of Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav, Ministry
of Panchayati Raj in collaboration with Ministry
of Tribal Affairs and National Institute of Rural
Development and Panchayati Raj organized a one
day National Conference at Vigyan Bhawan, New
Delhi.
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India-Russia

Trusted Partnership

INDO-RUSSIA RELATIONS
ON UPPER TRAJECTORY

28

agreements
signed between
two countries

he December 6, meeting between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister Narendra Modi in
New Delhi gave a further boost to the bilateral relations.
Putin had not attended the G20 summit in Rome and COP26 Conference on Environment and Climate in Glasgow. He
also had to visit China but Putin did not go there either, but by
participating in the 21st India-Russia summit, he gave a strong
message of the special relationship between the two countries.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said, “There have been many
fundamental changes at the global level in the last several
decades. A lot of geopolitical equations have emerged. But
India-Russia friendship has been a constant among all these
variables. Both the countries have not only cooperated with
each other without any hesitation but have also taken special
care of each other's sensitivities. It is truly a unique and reliable
model of inter-state friendship."

Russia and India want to take
two-way investment to $50
billion and trade beyond $30
billion by 2025. 28 agreements
have been signed during this visit
of President Putin.
The two countries have
covered many issues ranging
from connectivity to military
cooperation, energy partnership
to partnership in the space
sector.
There were also 2+2 talks
between Defense Minister
Rajnath Singh and External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
with Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov and Defense
Minister Sergey Shoygu.
On the one hand, it was agreed
to take forward the plan of
the International North-South
Transport Corridor. At the same
time, both sides also agreed
to expedite the work on the
maritime corridor connecting
Chennai in India to Vladivostok in
Russia soon.
India and Russia have decided
to extend their military and
technical cooperation agreement
for another 10 years.
Both countries also agreed that
the use of Afghanistan's land
for terrorism cannot be allowed
at all. In the joint statement,
the two countries also pledged
to take united action against
organizations like Al Qaeda, ISIS,
and Lashkar-e-Toiba.
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Scan the QR code to
listen to the Prime
Minister's address.

After independence, when India was trying to keep pace with
the rest of the world, Russia emerged as one of its most
trusted friends. This friendship has further cemented under
the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi. The depth
of Indo-Russian bonding can be gauged from the fact that
the one-day visit of Russian President Vladimir Putin to India
on 6 December was just his second visit abroad amidst the
Covid pandemic in the last two years.
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National Youth Day

Swami Vivekananda Jayanti

Swami Vivekananda
saw India as
a cultural
consciousness
that has been living
and breathing for
centuries, an India
that only emerges
stronger after
every challenge
despite contrary
predictions. He
wanted to make
India 'enlightened'
and awaken it.
-Narendra Modi
Prime Minister
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