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SELF-HELP GROUPS BECOME
NATION-HELP GROUP

DEEN DAYAL ANTYODAYA YOJANA-NATIONAL LIVELIHOOD MISSION IS GIVING WOMEN'S POWER A NEW
IDENTITY. WOMEN IN SMALL GROUPS ARE DECIDING TO EMBARK ON A NEW PATH OF SELF-RELIANCE. BECAUSE
OF THEIR STRENGTH AND DETERMINATION, SELF-HELP GROUPS ARE BECOMING NATION HELP GROUPS

Mann Ki Baat 2.0 Modi 2.0 (41st episode, October 30, 2022)

THE WORLD IS SURPRISED TO SEE
INDIA'S ACHIEVEMENTS IN THE SOLAR
AND SPACE SECTORS
The tradition of worshipping the sun demonstrates how deeply our culture and faith are connected
to nature. In his "Mann Ki Baat" programme, Prime Minister Narendra Modi connected "Chhath,"
the great festival of faith, with Ek Bharat-Shreshtha Bharat while highlighting India's efforts and
significance in the field of solar energy. Apart from mentioning those who have given their lives to
protect the environment, he also interacted with the people of Surya Gram in Modhera. Here are
excerpts from "Mann Ki Baat":
SURYA GRAM: The majority of the houses in Modhera Surya Gram have begun to generate electricity
using solar energy. Many households no longer receive monthly electricity bills, but electricity has
become a source of income. The day is not far when the creation of Surya Gram will become a big mass
movement in India.
IMPORTANCE OF CHHATH PUJA: Chhath Puja is a great example of 'Ek Bharat-Shrestha Bharat.'
The items used for worship are prepared collaboratively by various communities. This festival also
emphasises the value of cleanliness in our daily lives.
SUN AND SCIENCE: At a time when the entire world is focusing on solar energy, our country has always
revered the Sun God, and it is the centre of our lives. India is combining traditional methods with modern
science. India is now one of the largest producers of solar energy.
SOLAR PUMPS AND LIFE: By fully utilising solar energy, India is transforming the lives of the country's
poor and middle classes. Thiru K.Ajilon, a farmer from Kancheepuram, Tamil Nadu, used the PM Kusum
scheme to install a solar pump in his farm, saving him money on electricity. Another recipient, Kamal
Meena of Bharatpur, Rajasthan, installed a solar pump on his farm, which reduced his expenses while
also creating job.
SAVING MONEY WITH SOLAR ENERGY: With the power of the sun, money will now be saved and
income will rise. Manzoor Ahmed Larhwal of Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir, reduced his expenses by
installing a solar rooftop plant. Kunni Deori of Odisha teaches tribal women how to spin silk using solarpowered reeling machines, which saves electricity.
SPACE SECTOR: My focus is on the space sector. This is due to our country's achievements in both
the solar and space sectors. The achievements of India today have surprised the entire world. With
the opening of doors for private players in the space sector, new opportunities for the country's youth
have emerged. Cryogenic rocket technology is paving the way for new avenues of development and
innovation. India has emerged as a major player in the global market.
ECO-FRIENDLY LIFE: Nowadays, there is a greater awareness of eco-friendly living among countrymen.
Suresh Kumar of Bangalore, Karnataka, rejuvenated the forest of Sahakarnagar 20 years ago by planting
saplings. 10,000 eco-friendly terracotta tea cups were prepared for export by a group of tribal women
from Anaikatti in Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. Tripura has some villages classified as Bio-Village-II.
INDIA AND TECHADE: This is the decade of Indian technology. The country's youth are working at an
extraordinary pace to solve the country's problems through hackathons. This month, 23 IITs gathered to
present their innovative and research projects. IIT Bhubaneswar researchers have developed a portable
ventilator that can be used to save the lives of premature babies in remote areas. IIT Madras and IIT
Kanpur have taken the lead in developing indigenous 5G testbeds.

Tune into Mann Ki Baat by scanning QR Code
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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK...
INDIA IS READY FOR GROWTH
AND PROGRESS
Dear Readers,
When self-reliance transcends itself, it
becomes the nation's mission. The Deendayal
Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood
Mission (DAY-NRLM), an initiative to alleviate
poverty in rural areas through the creation
of opportunities, is an example of this. It has
become an important source of income and
livelihood for millions of rural households. It
has given women's power a new identity and
direction. Women and girls are increasingly
being involved in management in a variety
of fields, including village agriculture, animal
husbandry, digital services, education,
banking services, insurance-related services,
marketing, and nutrition, where the poor Dayal
Antyodaya Yojana-National Livelihood Mission
is playing an important role.
Due to their ability and determination,
self-help groups have become national help
groups in the true sense, whether there is
a global disaster like COVID on the nation
or the celebration of hoisting the tricolour
or participation in government schemes as
well as monitoring them. More than 8.6 crore
women have joined approximately 80 lakh
self-help groups in the country, with the goal
of assisting the nation as well as themselves.
This ability of women's self-help groups will be
critical in building a developed and self-reliant

India in the Amrit Kaal of independence. This
time, our cover story is about the livelihood
mission, which has become the nation's
mission.
On November 26, 2015, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave our country a fresh start.
The country began celebrating this date of the
adoption of the Constitution as "Constitution
Day." This issue also includes a special
article by Prime Minister Modi dedicated to
Constitution Day, based on his speeches. In
the personality section, the nation pays tribute
to the father of the White Revolution, Verghese
Kurien, whose efforts helped India become the
world leader in milk production.
Everyone's dream is to own a home, and the
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban-Rural) has
helped to make that a reality. The anniversary
of this scheme and its success on the occasion
of Awas Utsav, the inspiring saga of heroic
heroes in the series of Amrit Mahotsav, Mann
Ki Baat, Diwali with the devotion and power as
well as projects dedicated to the nation by the
Prime Minister throughout the fortnight have
been included in this issue.

(Satyendra Prakash)

Read/Download the magazine available in Hindi, English and 11 other languages.
https://newindiasamachar.pib.gov.in/
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MAIL BOX
Dear Editor,
I have been reading the New India Samachar received in
my email for quite some time.
This latest edition is very informative and makes me
proud to know that our swadeshi products are promoted
nationally and internationally by this government. It was
difficult to procure items from other parts of our country
unless we had someone there or I visited the location
personally.
I am waiting for the next edition!
Geetha S
geetha.sarma@gmail.com

Dear Sir,
Thank you so much for sending me the
e-copy of New India Samachar Magazine. I
am reading this online as I get the soft copies
in my email regularly. Now, I am interested
in getting the hard copies of this New India
Samachar Magazine. It's really interesting to
learn about our country's new developments,
projects, upcoming events, etc.
Indeed, an excellent and informative
magazine!
Thanks!!
Best Regards,
BHHARAT PANCHAL
07506358484

Dear Sir,
I am very happy to have the
magazine. I continue to receive the
magazine 'New India Samachar,'
which makes me very happy. Its
publication is of very high quality,
and the articles are very informative.
It contains information about India's
progress, which appears to be
positive. I loved the cover and the
story of the Amrit series.
Anand Tarachand Sharma
anandzmpress@gmail.com

Respected Sir,
An excellent issue, sir. Indeed, it is a source of pride for every Indian that Indian products are
being sold all over the world. The numerous hands that produced these products that proved to
be of export quality deserve a lot of praise. Please clear my doubts, sir. An icon of a loudspeaker
appears in the task bar with every new issue of the NIS, explaining the audio function. However,
when I click on it, no audio is audible. What would be the proper way to operate the icon?
Happy Diwali to you and to all the members of the team producing this magazine.
Yours sincerely,
Shevde, Kishor K.
kishor.shevde@gmail.com

FOLLOW US @NISPIBIndia
Communication Address : Room No–278, Central Bureau Of
Communication, 2nd Floor, Soochna Bhawan, New Delhi -110003.
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
e-Mail: response-nis@pib.gov.in
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News Briefs

EMPLOYMENT FAIR

CAMPAIGN FOR RECRUITMENT OF
10 LAKH YOUTH STARTED

T

he government is making every effort
to provide maximum self-employment
and employment opportunities to the youth
engaged in accelerating the development
of New India. With this aim, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi inaugurated the employment
fair to hand over appointment letters to 75
thousand of newly recruited personnel on
October 22. This is a big step in the direction
of providing 10 lakh jobs in 12 months. In view
of the ongoing Amrit Mahotsav of 75 years
of independence, the government will give
75 thousand jobs every month for the next
12 months. These recruitments are being
done in mission mode by the Ministries and
Departments through different agencies.
Prime Minister Modi says, “We decided
that the practice of giving appointment
letters at one go should be started so that
the collective nature of completing the

projects in a time-bound manner is developed
in the departments. Prime Minister Modi urged
the newly recruited youth that “Government
service in 21st century India is a commitment
to provide service to the people within a time
limit. Always keep your 'Kartavya Path' in mind
whenever you enter the office."

SIKKIM'S TUNNEL RAIL NETWORK WILL BE FULL
OF ADVENTURE, 58% WORK COMPLETED

E

ight northeastern states remained behind in the
race for development after independence till 2014
as the development of road, rail, and air connectivity
was neglected. Prime Minister Narendra Modi took
over the reins of the country in 2014 and started
monitoring himself development and connectivity
projects of Ashtalakshmi. Seven states in the region
have rail connectivity, now the work on the new rail
line project Sivok-Rangpo (45 km) for the eighth state
Sikkim is going on at a brisk pace, which will be full
of adventure. The new railway line is being built from
Sivok in West Bengal to Rangpo in Sikkim. Under it,
14 tunnels are being built in about 86% of the route.
Excavation work has been completed in 58% of the
4 New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

tunnels, while 42% of the 13 major bridges have
been completed. The longest tunnel in this section is
5.30 km and the shortest tunnel is 538 meters. Five
stations including Sivok and Rangpo are planned on
proposed Railway Line. Four stations are proposed
to be open crossing stations e.g., Sivok, Riyang, Melli
& Rangpo and one underground halt station e.g.
Teesta Bazar. This railway line is going to give new
life to connectivity in the area, this journey will be
completed in less than two hours. While tourism and
socio-economic development of the region will get
a boost, the project will prove to be important from
the strategic point of view as at present NH-10 is the
only road connecting Sikkim with other states.

News Briefs

LOTHAL WILL SHOWCASE
THE COUNTRY'S
MARITIME HERITAGE

L

othal in Gujarat was a key city in the
Harappan civilization. It is famous for
discovering the world's oldest man-made
dockyard. India has a diverse and rich maritime
heritage. The National Maritime Heritage
Complex is being built at Lothal to strengthen
the country's resolve to be proud of its heritage.
The complex, which is estimated to be worth
Rs 3500 crore, includes Harappan architecture,
Lothal mini-creations, four theme parks, the
world's tallest lighthouse museum, and 14
galleries showcasing India's maritime heritage
from the Harappan period to the present.
There will also be a Coastal States Pavilion
showcasing the diverse maritime heritage of
the states and union territories. After reviewing
the construction works on October 18, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi stated, "We preserve
the sentiments associated with our heritage
when we treasure it.The legacy created over
the last eight years gives us a glimpse into
India's vast heritage."

TWO NEW INDIAN BEACHES RECEIVE
‘BLUE FLAG’ CERTIFICATION, 12
BEACHES INCLUDED IN THE LIST

U

nder Beach Environment and Beauty Management
Services (BEAMS) programme for receiving Blue
Flag beach certification, several efforts such as pollution
mitigation, beautification, safety, environmental education,
and awareness activities are being carried out on beaches
which have enabled 2 more Indian beaches to make it to
the Blue Beach list. Now the number of Indian Beaches in
the Blue Beach list has gone up to 12. The recently included
beaches are Minicoy, Thundi Beach
and Kadmat Beach which are in
Lakshadweep. The Blue Flag is an
international eco-label given to the
cleanest beaches in the world. Union
Minister for Environment, Forest and
Climate Change Bhupender Yadav
tweeted, "Proud moment! This is part
of India's tireless journey towards
creating a sustainable environment
under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
Thundi Beach is one of the most pristine and picturesque
beaches in the Lakshadweep archipelago, with white
sand surrounded by turquoise blue waters of the lagoon,
Kadmat beach is especially popular with cruise tourists
who come to the island for water sports.

SPACE SECTOR MOVING TOWARDS SELF-RELIANCE:
THE WORLD SAW THE POTENTIAL OF NEW INDIA

I

ndia's space sector is rapidly moving towards
self-reliance. The world saw the potential of
New India in the space sector on 23 October
when ISRO created history by placing 36
satellites into orbit for global connectivity
through the heaviest rocket ever built, LVM3.
The number of foreign satellites to be placed in
orbit by ISRO has now reached 381. This is the
first commercial launch of LVM3. This rocket is
43.5 meters long and weighs 644 tons, which
is capable of carrying 8 thousand kg. OneWeb,

a joint venture between India's New Space
India Limited and the UK government, has
used an Indian rocket to put its satellites into
orbit for the first time. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi tweeted, "Congratulations to NSIL, InSpace, and ISRO on the successful launch
of our heaviest launch vehicle LVM3 with 36
OneWeb Satellites for global connectivity.
LVM3 is a unique example of self-reliance
and enhances India's competitive edge in the
global commercial launch services market."
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Personality

Dr Verghese Kurien

FATHER OF THE

WHITE REVOLUTION
Born: 26 November 1921; Died: 9 September 2012

In this period of Azadi Ka Amrit Kaal, when the
country is moving towards fulfilling its resolve of a
developed India by promoting self-reliance, then it
is also an appropriate occasion to pay homage to
the great personalities who helped India to strive for
self-reliance at a time when a newly independent
India was trying to make efforts for a giant stride
for fast progress. One such personality is Verghese
Kurien, who envisioned the White Revolution at a
time when the country could not be self-sufficient in
milk production. India, which was once dependent on
other countries for its milk requirements, is today the
world's largest milk-producing country. This has been
made possible because of the thinking of Verghese
Kurien, who first made the farmers of Kheda, a small
district of Gujarat, self-supporting and then presented
to the world the best model of a cooperative
organisation like Amul.

W

hen you are holding a cup of tea in your hands
in the morning or consuming a glass of milk at
night, then you are in a way contributing to the
biggest movement of Indian self-reliance. It is because
of the success of this cooperative model that India is the
world's largest milk producer with a share of 21 percent
in the global milk market.
The brains behind the success of the white revolution
are Verghese Kurien and Tribhuvan Das.
Born on 26 November 1921 in Kozhikode, Kerala to
a civil surgeon, Verghese Kurien earned a BE degree in
Mechanical Engineering from the University of Madras.
After which, he went to the University of Michigan, USA,
to do his post-graduation on a government scholarship.
According to the terms of the scholarship, he was
required to work in a government institution for at least
3 years on his return to the country. Dairy engineering
was also a subject in his mechanical engineering. At
the same time, just before independence, in 1946, milkproducing farmers in Kheda, Gujarat were agitating
against the British government on the advice of Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel. In those days there was a company
called Polson that had the authority to buy milk in the
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region. Kheda and Anand were then part of the Kaira
district of Gujarat. The company would buy milk at
arbitrary prices and impoverished farmers will benefit
nothing from it. Sardar Patel advised the farmers to
form a cooperative society and take permission from
the British government to set up a Pasteur plant. He told
them that if permission is not given, do not sell even a
drop of milk. The government had to bow down and thus
the Kaira District Co-operative Milk Producers Union
was born. Tribhuvandas Patel was appointed its first
president and the business started from two villages
and an average of 250 liters of milk per day.
This committee was in its infancy when Dr. Verghese
Kurien, who had returned from America after completing
his education was assigned to a Government Creamery
located at Anand in Gujarat to serve his bond period.
Kurien came in touch with Tribhuvan Das. After several
meetings, they got to know each other well. Kurien
continued to help him in many cooperative dairy
matters. Kurien who was not feeling very comfortable
at this place requested the government several times to
give him a posting in some city.
By the end of 1949, the government accepted his

Dr Verghese Kurien
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request. He was preparing to leave Kheda. When
Tribhuvan Das Patel came to know about this, he
immediately reached Varghese Kurien along with the
farmers. After much deliberation, Dr. Kurien decided
to join the Kheda District Co-operative Milk Producer's
Union. On 1 January 1950, he joined it as a manager.
The biggest challenge before Verghese Kurien as
manager was the growing number of milk-producing
farmers. With the farmers joining continuously, there
was so much inflow of milk that it was not being
consumed. Until that time, in Europe and New Zealand,
the oversupply of milk was converted into milk powder.
Europeans and New Zealanders used to say that
only cow's milk could be made into powdered and
condensed milk. But Kurien and his friend and partner
HM Dalaya surprised the world by making skim milk
powder and condensed milk from buffalo milk.
Kurien's modern education and techniques
combined with the traditional skills and empirical
knowledge of the farmers revolutionized this sector.
Now the committee was able to make a wide range of
dairy products from butter and cream to cheese. In
1955, when the time came to decide on the brand name
of Cooperative Dairy, Dr Kurien named it Amul (Anand

Personality

Milk Union Limited). In 1956, Amul started processing 1
lakh liters of milk daily. Now Amul's products from Gujarat
started being sold in other states. When production
increased, Dr. Kurien set up a plant for cattle feed in
Kheda. The then Prime Minister Lal Bahadur Shastri
arrived for its inauguration. Here he was surprised to see
the prosperity of the milk producers in Kheda. He asked
Kurien to come to Delhi after making a plan to find ways
to replicate the success of the Kheda model in the whole
country. Thus, in 1965, the National Milk Development
Board (NDDB) was established, whose function was to
form cooperative milk societies and unions across the
country in line with the Anand model. Kurien became the
chairman of the board. In 1969, when the Government
of India announced the Operation Flood program for
the development of the dairy industry in the country,
the need for a public sector company was felt for the
smooth distribution of government resources. Thus the
Dairy Corporation of India (IDC) came into existence in
1970. In October 1987, NDDB was reorganized and IDC
was absorbed into it. 'Operation Flood' was implemented
in three phases. In the first phase, Dr. Kurien built about
13 dairy plants across the country and established one
cattle feed plant. The second phase started in 1980 and
lasted till 1990. During this period, Kurien established
about 170 dairy plants and 32 cattle feed plants across
the country. Then came the third and final phase of
"Operation Flood". It started in 1990. Under it, those
Dairy Cooperative Societies were identified, that were
not functioning properly. Efforts were made to improve
their conditions by setting up a separate fund for them.
Milk vending machines were installed in various parts
of the country to make getting milk easier for people.
Large containers of milk were installed at the shops. In
1997 "Operation Flood" was completed. This helped in
providing good quality milk at the right prices in more
than 700 cities in India, while the animal husbandry
sector also became a major source of income. During
Operation Flood, India shed its tag of the milk deficient
country to be recognized as one of the largest producers
of milk. In 1998, India became the largest producer of
milk in the world.
For his accomplishments, the world called Verghese
Kurien the father of the white revolution. The journey
that started with annual milk production of 17 million
tonnes in 1951 has reached 209.96 million tonnes in
2021. Kurien was awarded the Padma Vibhushan by
the Government of India in 1999. He was honored with
awards like Ramon Magsaysay and World Food Prize.
National Milk Day is celebrated on his birthday on 26
November to remember his contribution to India's White
Revolution. In the year 2012, at the age of 90, Verghese
Kurien left for the heavenly abode.
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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Nation Constitution Day Special

OUR CONSTITUTION IS THE GREAT TRADITION
OF INDIA FOR THOUSANDS OF YEARS
Narendra Modi Prime Minister

T
Although the Indian
Constitution was
adopted 73 years
ago, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi begun
to commemorate
Constitution Day.
When the country
celebrates the 8th
Constitution Day on
November 26th, let us
know Prime Minister
Modi's perspective on
its significance, which
he has expressed
on numerous
occasions.

here are certain days and occasions that strengthen our bond with the
past. Motivate us to work in that direction for a brighter future. The
26th of November is one such historic date. We duly adopted the
constitution with a new look about 73 years ago.
Sacred voices echoed in the Central Hall of Parliament seven decades
ago. Every article of the Constitution was thoroughly debated. Arguments,
facts, and ideas were exchanged; faith, dreams, and resolutions were
discussed. In a way, this place in the Central Hall of Parliament was the great
Kumbh of knowledge, where great efforts were made to put into words the
dreams of India's people from all over the country. Countless great men
including Dr. Rajendra Prasad, Dr. Bhimrao Babasaheb Ambedkar, Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel, Pandit Nehru, Acharya Sukrani ji, Maulana Azad,
Purushottam Das Tandon, Sucheta Kriplani, Hansa Mehta, LD Krishnaswamy
Iyer, NK Gopalaswamy Ayyangar, John Mathai, who made direct and indirect
contributions, have handed us this great legacy in our hands. Just imagine
what would have happened if we had been tasked with writing the Constitution
today. Despite the shadow of the freedom movement, the flame of patriotism
and the horror of the Partition of India, national interest was paramount and
it was the sole mantra in everyone's heart. In today’s context, binding the
entire country full of diversities, many languages, dialects, sects, and princely
states through the Constitution and charting out a strategy to move forward,
I do not know if we could have written even one page of the Constitution. I
would like to salute those great individuals because, despite having different
points of view, they sat down and wrote a Constitution with the belief that
national interests come first.
Our Constitution is more than just a collection of articles. Our Constitution
is the modern manifestation of millennia of uninterrupted tradition. As a
result, we must adhere to the Constitution in both letter and spirit. When we
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fulfil this constitutional system as people's representatives from the
Gram Panchayat to the Parliament, we must always remain committed
to the Constitution in letter and spirit. While doing so, we should not
ignore the issues that are detrimental to the idea of the constitution.
Therefore, we should observe Constitution Day every year in order to
assess whether our actions are correct or incorrect in light of the
Constitution. It would have been better to make the tradition of
celebrating 26th November as Constitution Day in the country soon
after independence and after the Constitution of India came into effect
on 26th January (1950) so that our generations could understand how
our Constitution was made, who were the people behind it, under what
circumstances it was made, why was it made, where, how and for
whom does the Constitution take us to? If all of these issues were
addressed on an annual basis, the Constitution, which is regarded as a
living entity in the world and a social document, could have been a
powerful force for a diverse country for generations.
But some people missed the opportunity. What could have been a
greater holy occasion (to celebrate Constitution Day) on the 125th
birth anniversary of Babasaheb Ambedkar? Babasaheb Ambedkar has
given a great gift and we should always remember him in the form of
this scripture forever. I must mention what Babasaheb Ambedkar said
in his closing speech on November 25, 1949, a day before the
Constitution was adopted. Babasaheb reminded the nation that India
gained independence for the first time in 1947 and became a republic
on January 26, 1950. That is not the case. India was once independent,
and we had several republics. He also expressed regret that we had
lost our freedom and republican character in the past as a result of our
own mistakes.
In such a situation, Babasaheb had warned the country and asked,
"We have got freedom; we have also become a republic; but can we
maintain it?" Can we take lessons from the past? Had Babasaheb been
there today, hardly anyone would have been happier than him. Because
India has not only answered their questions over the years but has
further enriched and strengthened its freedom and democracy.
Therefore, on the occasion of Constitution Day, I proudly remember
and bow down to all the colleagues in the legislature, executive, and
judiciary who have kept the spirit of the Constitution intact in the last
seven decades. I especially bow down in front of 130 crore Indians
who will never let India's faith in democracy diminish. Our Constitution
has always been considered a holy book, a guiding light.
The 73-year history of the Constitution has brought mixed emotions
of joy and elation to us. The joy is that the spirit of the Constitution has
not wavered. If such efforts have ever been made, the countrymen
have collectively failed them. The Constitution has not been subjected
to criticism. We have been able to progress towards Ek Bharat
Shreshtha Bharat because of the strength of our Constitution. We have
made all the reforms together within the ambit of the Constitution. For
this vast and diverse India, for a new India for a golden, progressive
future, only the Constitution, the limitations imposed by the constitution,
and the spirit of the Constitution are all that we can bank upon. Our
constitution is the biggest and most sacred book for us. A book in

Nation

I would definitely like to
mention what Babasaheb
Ambedkar said in his last
speech on November 25,
1949, a day before the
adoption of the Constitution.
Babasaheb had reminded the
country that India became
independent for the first
time in 1947 and it became
a republic on January 26,
1950. It is not so. India
was independent before
and we had many republics
too. He further expressed
anguish that, due to our
own mistakes, we have
also lost our freedom and
republican character in the
past. In such a situation,
Babasaheb had warned the
country and asked, "We have
got freedom; we have also
become a republic; but can
we maintain it?" Can we take
lessons from the past?
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Nation Constitution Day Special
for Indian citizens' rights because the
which our life, our society, our traditions,
our beliefs, our behavior, our ethics are
British were actively obstructing their
Constitution Day
included with all of them. At the same
rights. It is only natural that everyone,
should also be
time, there are solutions to many
including Mahatma Gandhi, believed
challenges as well. Our constitution is
that Indian citizens should have equal
celebrated because
so comprehensive because in it we
rights, so he continued to fight.
it gives us an
have kept our windows open for outside
However, it is also true that Mahatma
opportunity to
light. And along with that, the light
Gandhi tried to prepare the country for
evaluate whether our duty at all times, even while fighting for
which is within has also been given an
opportunity to ignite it more.
path is right or not.
the rights of the freedom movement.
I'll reiterate what I said in 2014 while
He continuously tried to sow the seed
speaking from the ramparts of the Red
of cleanliness, adult education, respect
Fort.
If I had to summarise the
for women, empowerment of women,
In this Amrit
Constitution in two words, I would say
use of khadi and the idea of Swadeshi
"Dignity for Indians and Unity for India."
Mahotsava of
and self-reliance among the people of
Our Constitution guarantees the dignity
the country.
Independence, it is
of every citizen. It has maintained
But the seeds of duties that
necessary for us to
India's unity and integrity. Our
Mahatma Gandhi had sown should
move forward on
Constitution is the cornerstone of
have become a banyan tree after
global democracy. It not only makes us
the path of duty so
independence. But unfortunately, such
aware of our rights, but also of our
that our rights are
a system of governance developed
responsibilities. Our constitution is, in a
which only talked about assuring the
protected.
certain sense, the most secular in the
rights of the people as long as they
entire world.
(political parties) were there. It would
There are no limits to what we can
have been better if the duty had been
accomplish, how big our dreams can
emphasised after the independence of
be, or where we can go. The Constitution mentions
the country, then the rights would have been
rights, and the Constitution requires the performance
automatically protected. Duty gives a sense of
of duties. Are we, as individuals, families, and
responsibility towards society. Rights sometimes
societies, as serious about our responsibilities as our
lead to a tendency that ‘I should get my rights’ and
Constitution, country, and citizens' dreams demand?
there is an attempt to frustrate society. With the
As Rajendra Babu ji stated, we must establish what is
sense of duty, there is a feeling in a common man
not written in the constitution by convention, which is
that this is my responsibility which I have to fulfill.
also a specialty of India. We have emphasised our
And when I perform the duty, then someone’s right
rights in recent decades, which was both necessary
gets automatically protected, respected and
and correct. Because such systems have been
honoured. A healthy society is created as a result of
established in society, a large segment of the
both duties and rights.
population has been denied rights. It was not possible
It is very necessary for us that we walk on the path
to instil a sense of equality and justice in this large
of protecting the rights through duties during this
group without first introducing them to the rights.
Amrit Mahtosav of freedom. It is the path of duty in
However, the need of the hour is for us to reflect
which the rights are guaranteed, it is the path of duty
on our duties, responsibilities, and rights as citizens.
which accepts others’ rights with respect and gives
Because we cannot protect our rights unless we carry
them their due. And when we are celebrating
out our responsibilities. Parents fulfil their
Constitution Day, we should always have this spirit
responsibilities when they send their children to
that the rights of everyone will be protected if we
school. However, if they consciously insist on their
continue to walk on the path of duty with a greater
child learning the mother tongue, they are fulfilling
degree of devotion and rigour. Today we are fortunate
their civic duty, serve the nation. A citizen also fulfils
to fulfill the dreams of the freedom fighters with which
his civic duty if he saves water drop by drop.
they had made India. We should leave no stone
This year marks 75 years of independence. This is
unturned to fulfill those dreams.
Amrit Kaal. It was only natural and necessary to fight
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DEVELOPMENT ALONG
WITH CULTURAL PRIDE
Mana village, surrounded by beautiful plains
in Uttarakhand, is known as the last village
of India but every village on the border is the
first village in the country for Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Earlier, these villages at
the border faced apathy but now efforts are
being made to meet the expectations of the
people in these villages. At the same time,
efforts are being made to have a vibrant life
in the border areas where fast development
is possible. As part of this initiative, on
October 21, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
laid the foundation stone of road and
ropeway projects worth more than Rs 3400
crore in Mana.

Nation

T

he two main pillars of building a developed India
of the 21st century are based on our pride in
the heritage and doing everything possible for
development. The nation is strengthening both these
pillars today. Speaking at the foundation stone laying
ceremony of various development works in Mana, which
is known as the last village of Uttarakhand, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said, “These centers of faith are not just
a structure, but for us they are like a life force. They are
such powerhouses that keep us alive in the most difficult
situations. In spite of their gross negligence, neither the
importance of our spiritual centers has diminished, nor
has there been any reduction in our devotion to them.
This is the reason why today Kashi, Ujjain, Ayodhya, and
many other spiritual centers are regaining their lost glory
and heritage. Kedarnath, Badrinath and Hemkund Sahib
are connecting many services with technology. From
the Ayodhya Ram temple to the Maa Kalika temple in
Gujarat's Pavagadh to the Devi Vindhyachal corridor,
India is consolidating its cultural and traditional values.
Due to the rejuvenation of these places of faith, while
the pilgrimage to these religious centres are getting
easier, the elderly are also able to visit them without
many difficulties. To promote local products and the
efforts of local self-help groups, Prime Minister Modi
also appealed to the people going for tourism to any part
of the country to divert 5 percent of their travel budget
for local products. “This will give a big boost to local
products and give you immense satisfaction,” the Prime
Minister said.

FOUNDATION STONE OF MANY DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS
LAID IN MANA VILLAGE OF UTTARAKHAND
The ropeway at Kedarnath will be about 9.7 km long and
will connect Gaurikund with Kedarnath, reducing the travel
time between the two places from 6-7 hours at present to
just 30 minutes.
Hemkund ropeway will connect Govindghat with
Hemkund Sahib. It will be approximately 12.4 km long and
will reduce the travel time from a day to just 45 minutes.
This ropeway will also connect Ghangaria, which is the
gateway to the Valley of Flowers National Park.
Developed at a total cost of around Rs 2430 crore, the
ropeway will be an eco-friendly mode of transport to
make travel safe, secure and comfortable. This will boost
religious tourism, accelerate economic development and
create many employment opportunities.
The foundation stone of road widening projects worth
about one thousand crore rupees was also laid. The
two road widening projects- Mana to Mana Pass and
Joshimath to Malari will be another step towards providing
all-weather road connectivity in our border areas.
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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Festival of Lights

DEEPAWALI OF
DEVOTION AND POWER

Festivals have always been a natural element of Indian culture and civilization, which is preserved
by the people of India. Diwali is associated with light and aura. Deepawali lamps encapsulate India's
ideals, values, and philosophy. From Deep to Deepawali, this is Indian philosophy. Keeping this in mind,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi started the massive Deepotsav celebrations in Ayodhya on October 23
by celebrating Deepawali of devotion and power. On October 24, he continued a 21-year practise of
celebrating Diwali with army men by joining them in Kargil.
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Festival of Lights
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D

iwali has arrived at a time when we have
completed 75 years of independence and are
celebrating
the
Amrit
Mahotsav
of
Independence.This year, the sixth edition of
Deepotsav was held in Ayodhya and was the first time
Prime Minister Narendra Modi personally participated
in the event. Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited
and worshipped Lord Shri Ram Lalla in Ayodhya, Uttar
Pradesh, on the eve of Diwali, and later inspected the
Shri Ram Janmabhoomi pilgrimage site. On the same
day, Prime Minister Modi coronated Lord Shri Ram's
icon in Ayodhya and participated in the aarti at New
Ghat on the river Saryu. When the Prime Minister
arrived at the venue, he also met and interacted with
the saints. Prime Minister Modi in Ayodhya said,
"When Shri Ram is consecrated, the ideals and values
of Lord Ram become stronger within us. With the
consecration of Rama, the path shown by him gets
further illuminated. We see his darshan in every
particle of Ayodhya ji. After becoming PM, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi continued his tradition of
celebrating Diwali with the military forces this year as
well, and celebrated the 9th consecutive Diwali with
the soldiers as PM. Addressing the jawans in Kargil,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi said that India is
always in favour of world peace. He said, "We are
opposed to war, but without strength, peace is not
possible. Our forces have the capability as well as the

Major Amit's first meeting with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi took place in 2001 at a Sainik
School in Balachadi. On October 24, he once again
met the Prime Minister in Kargil. This meeting with
Major Amit was very emotional.

strategy. If anyone looks at us, then our three
armies also know how to give a befitting reply to
the enemy in their own language. More than 15
lakh diyas were lit on the occasion of the
Deepotsav programme in Ayodhya.
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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THE NEW REVOLUTION IN RURAL INDIA

SELF-HELP GROUPS BECOME
NATION HELP GROUPS

14 New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

Aajeevika Mission-Nation's
Multi-modal Connectivity
Mission

Cover Story

The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural Livelihood Mission
(DAY-NRLM), which is an initiative aimed at reducing poverty in rural
areas by creating opportunities, has grown into a crucial tool for
the livelihood and income of millions of rural families. It has given
women's power a new identity and direction. The mission to make
India self-reliant is being driven by women who have been trained,
inspired, and monitored in small groups as they forge ahead on
the new path of self-reliance. Their work has now evolved into the
mission of helping the nation.
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Earlier, I had no identity; now,

AAJEEVIKA MISSION IS

BECOMING THE MISSION
OF THE NATION
COVERAGE
OF SELFHELP
GROUPS IN

34

STATES
AND UNION
TERRITORIES

DISTRICTS

The programme
has been
started under
this in 6,861
blocks.

Everyone comes and inquires
about organic farming and
fertilisers, and people from
other states call and inquire

ORGANIZING ACTIVITIES IN

721

I am known as Krishi Sakhi.

Self-help groups
are being
implemented in
2,63,355 gram
panchayats.

Self-Help Groups have been
formed under NRLM in
7,15,390 villages.
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as well.
Champa Singh of Madhya Pradesh
says this confidently after increasing
her income by six-seven times by
establishing her own identity after
joining self-help groups with the
assistance of the Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana-National Livelihood Mission.
Her father died when she was 11 years
old, and she married at a young age.
After a while, her husband also died.
Champa and her mother had a difficult
time surviving in such a situation. The
livelihood mission, on the other hand,
became an anchor in Champa's life. She
received training from Krishi Sakhi and,
in addition to increasing her income, she
has trained over 5,000 women farmers
in various states. She now owns a
well-known organic shop and promotes
the mantra of increasing the fertility
of fields with organic manure. "There
was no income of even 40-50 thousand
rupees in the first year," she says, "but
after better training and opportunities,
I now earn 2.5-3 lakh rupees annually."
In a conversation with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, she expressed her
eagerness to realise the dream of a selfreliant India.
Every day, hundreds of local and
foreign pilgrims visit the Kaul Kandoli
pilgrimage site, which is the first stop on
the Shri Mata Vaishno Devi pilgrimage.
Flowers and garlands are offered in the
temple along with the other offerings.
However, its immersion is challenging
after worship. In such a case, a group of

Aajeevika Mission-Nation's Mission

ten women from the Aajeevika Mission's
Sanjeevani Self-Help Group devised a
novel method of reducing puja residue
and began converting the dried flower
remains into incense sticks. Other
major temples in Jammu sell these
incense sticks, including the Vaishnodevi
shrines at Katra and Kaul Kandori. The
Sanjeevani Group's team leader is Rekha
Rani, 31, from Udhampur.
The majority of the women in her
group are from rural areas. To give
these women a sense of self-sufficiency,
Rekha Rani has assigned them various
tasks based on their understanding
and expertise, such as collecting flower
relics from the temple, making incense
sticks, and selling in the temple and
other areas. Rekha says that two or three
women from their group go to the Kaul
Kandoli temple early in the morning to
collect worship residue — about one
quintal of flowers. The petals of the
flowers are then separated and dried
in the sun by another group of women.
After the flowers have dried, the women
all gather at one of the women's home
to grind the dried flowers and make
incense sticks. It is sold locally and also
by the Vaishnodevi Shrine Board.
People were having difficulty getting
bank services during a period when the
entire country was under lockdown. At
the same difficult time, BC Sakhi (Bank
Correspondent-Sakhi) was going to
villages to provide financial services
to rural people. As BC-Sakhi, Bhojlata
Rana, Neelam Rai, Samreen Khan, Malti
Grias, Gayatri Maravi, and Jyoti Barkade
provided services to the villagers by
conducting financial transactions
in crores since March 20. Earlier, all
of these BC didis were only doing
transactional work in groups. They used
to get around 1000–1200 rupees per
month and struggled to make ends meet.
After that, BC Point was made available

8.62
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Crore families are linked
to self-help groups.

4,15,622

Rural organisations
promoted

under the
Community
Investment Fund.

33,16,398

15,017.28

SHGs given revolving
fund so far.

4,75,215

Lakhs rupees
released so far
under Community
Investment Fund.

23,17,553

Women engaged as
community resource
person.

crore rupees revolving
fund amount released
so far.
Groups assisted

3,84,669

16,89,27,854

masks were made by
self-help groups during
the COVID period.

5,29,741

protective equipment manufactured by
groups during COVID

5,13,059

liters of sanitizer made
in the COVID period.

1,22,682

community kitchens to
provide food.

(*Source: https://nrlm.gov.in/dashboardForOuter.
do?methodName=dashboard, as of 2 November, 2022.)
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Mission Objectives
DEENDAYAL ANTYODAYA
YOJANA-NATIONAL RURAL
LIVELIHOODS MISSION

BENEFIT FOR MORE FAMILIES

The objective of the Ministry of Rural
Development is to connect rural poor
families with the mainstream of the
country and alleviate their poverty
through various programmes. Keeping
this in mind, the Ministry launched the
National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(NRLM) in June 2011. In 2015, it was
renamed as Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana—National Rural Livelihoods
Mission (DAY—NRLM). It is a major
poverty alleviation programme run by the
Government of India's Ministry of Rural
Development. The scheme focuses on
promoting self-employment and reducing
poverty by providing poor households
with opportunities for self-employment
and skilled wage employment, resulting in
more sustainable and diverse livelihood
options for the poor. It is one of the
world's largest initiatives to improve the
lives of the poor.

Below Poverty Line (BPL) families were
kept as a target group in the National
Rural Livelihoods Mission. When the
government, led by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, reviewed the scheme
in 2014-2015, it expanded its scope
and renamed it Deendayal Antyodaya
Yojana—National Rural Livelihoods Mission
(DAY—NRLM). The mission's target group
includes all households with at least
one type of deprivation, according to the
Socioeconomic and Caste Census 2011
database. As a result, whether they had a
BPL card or not, the government machinery
reached the needy families. This resulted in
a rapid increase in the number of women's
self-help groups. Since then, this mission,
which has lived up to its name and goal,
has brought about revolutionary changes in
the country and society. Women and their
families have begun to emerge from abject
poverty as a result of economic progress,
and their quality of life is also improving.
The mission's cornerstone is communitybased, with rural women at its core. The
mission has created a huge platform for
women's empowerment.

to them in the closest panchayat of the same
branch with the assistance of BC Corporate, which
was formed with the assistance of the Regional
Office of Gramin Bank and Maharashtra Bank.
Laptops and other necessary equipment were
also made available in easy instalments. Today,
this BC Sakhi Didi earns about 6,000–7,000
rupees per month solely through the work of a
bank correspondent. Aside from that, they make
a regular income through agriculture, animal
husbandry, and other livelihood activities.

Mala Devi has become an example of a
millionaire woman farmer.
Mala Devi, a resident of Kherwa village in
Deoghar's Sarwan block, has improved her
livelihood by farming with the group. Mala Devi
had a difficult time supporting her family before
joining Kherwa Aajeevika Sakhi Mandal in 2017.
Only her husband's earnings could somehow
provide a living for two in the family. She began
cultivating vegetables after joining the group
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by taking out small loans. Mala Devi
currently earns between one lakh
and 1.5 lakh per year from vegetable
cultivation. In her field, she grows
cabbage, tomato, chilli, pumpkin,
cucumber, and other crops. Following
in the footsteps of Mala Devi, the
other didis in her village are turning to
farming.
There are millions of stories of
women associated with such inspiring
self-help groups as Champa, Rekha,
Bhojlata, Samreen, and Mala that
demonstrate that if the women power
of India is determined to do something,
the family, society, and nation can
be changed. It can be done because
when a woman is empowered, not an
individual or a family, but the entire
society and country is empowered.

Cover Story

This strength of women's
self-help groups is today
committed to playing a very
important role in the making
of a developed India, a
self-reliant India in the Amrit
Kaal of independence.
-Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister

It has frequently been observed that
as women's representation increases
in any sector, so does success in that
sector. The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan,
which has been led by women, is an
excellent example of this. Agriculture,
animal husbandry work, digital
services, education, banking services,
insurance-related services, marketing,
storage, and nutrition are just a few
of the fields where women and girls
are becoming increasingly involved
in management. In this regard,
the Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana National Rural Livelihoods Mission
is a key player. Under this scheme,
women from various groups handle
various fronts. Some of these women
are giving better direction to their work
through cattle sakhi, agricultural sakhi,
bank sakhi, and nutrition sakhi.
The Jal Jeevan Mission is another
classic example of women's leadership
success. In just three years, more
than 7 crore new water connections
have been distributed as part of this
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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Progress from Financial
Year 2012-13 to 2013-14

What

Progress from FY
2014-15 to Sep'22

Achievement until
September 2022

Number of SHGaffiliated families (in
lakhs)

236.30

622.96

861.5

Number of NRLM
Self-Help Groups (in
lakhs)

21.31

57.84

79.15

Amount of bank
loans disbursed in
2021-22 (in crores)

22944.16

Amount of Aid to
Self-Help Groups (in
Crores)

1501.58

THE NPAs ON SHGs
AS OF 31 MARCH 2014
WERE 9.58
campaign to provide piped water to every household.
The management of tap water projects is also in the
hands of these self-help groups in many of these
places. Whether it is women's participation in water
committees formed for the water supply scheme,
pipeline maintenance, or water testing, the women
associated with the group perform their role better
as a national help group than as a self-help group.
Even when a global pandemic like COVID threatened
to bring the world to a halt, the women's power
associated with India's self-help groups stood by
the country in this fight. About 4 lakh Community
Resource Persons (CRPs) trained 5.6 crore self-help
group members on COVID behaviour. While 3 lakh
SHG members produced over 16 crore face masks,
over 5 lakh litres of sanitizer and over 1 lakh litres of
hand wash were produced. Over one lakh community
20 New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

531936.15 554959.04
17947.63

19449.21

kitchens served millions of people with food.
Producer enterprises purchased over 25,502
metric tonnes of fruits and other agricultural and
dairy products.
Target to reach every rural household
The Deendayal Antyodaya Yojana-National Rural
Livelihood Mission aims to help 10 crore rural poor
families improve their livelihoods and incomes. It
is being implemented across the country in 6,861
blocks. From 2011 to 2014, five lakh self-help
groups were formed, but only 50-52 lakh families
were connected to the self-help groups. However,
it underwent a radical transformation after 2014.
Over the last eight years, the Central Government
has assisted in every way possible in empowering
Self-Help Groups. More than 8.5 crore women
have now signed up for this campaign across the
country. That is, in some ways, eight and a half
crore families are involved in this work.
Prime Minister Modi's vision and goal for this
scheme is for every rural family to have at least
one woman, a sister-daughter or mother, involved
in this campaign. Under the Deendayal Antyodaya
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Yojana-National Rural Livelihoods Mission, the
Ministry of Rural Development recently launched
a 15-day countrywide campaign from September
7 to September 20 to bring marginalised rural and
poor women in 34 states and union territories
in Women Self-Help Groups (SHGs). During the
social mobilisation programme, each member
was assigned the responsibility of bringing a
friend or neighbour who is not a member of any
self-help group with him. As of August 31st, over
8.5 crore families were linked with approximately
80 lakh Self-Help Groups (SHGs) through DAYNRLM.
The assistance provided under the National
Livelihood Mission in the five years preceding
2014 has more than tripled in the last seven years.
Previously, any self-help group could get a loan of
up to Rs 10 lakh without a guarantee. This limit
has now been increased to Rs 20 lakh from Rs 10
lakh. Self-help groups involved in food processing
are receiving grants ranging from Rs 10 lakh to Rs
3 crore to help them establish new units.
New perspectives on women's empowerment
A huge difference between the India of the last

Cover Story

THE CORNERSTONE OF THE
MISSION IS ITS "COMMUNITYDRIVEN" APPROACH, WHICH HAS
CREATED A HUGE PLATFORM
FOR WOMEN'S EMPOWERMENT
century and the new India of this century has come
in the form of the representation of women's power.
In today's new India, the flag of women's power is
waving from Panchayat Bhawan to Rashtrapati
Bhavan. From armed struggle to Satyagraha in the
freedom struggle, the daughters of the country have
been second to none. When India is celebrating the
Amrit Mahotsava of its independence, the nation
has seen how women's self-help groups have done
a great job when the tricolour is hoisted in every
house. The tricolours made by him added to this
moment of national pride. In the times of crisis
during the Covid period, when people were locked
in their homes and trying to keep themselves safe,
women's self-help groups made masks and PPE
kits in large quantities with the intention of serving
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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The economic empowerment of women makes
them equally empowered in society. Our
government has opened all the doors for our
daughters. All the doors that were closed.
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

mankind. The women power of the country has
instilled new confidence in the country through
their entrepreneurship and willingness to take on
any challenge, from making lakhs and lakhs of
tricolours to completing every task one after the
other. When a group is born, 10–12 women gather,
step by step, increase it step by step, some money
is collected from here and there, and efforts are
made, then it takes the form of a self-help group.
However, whether there is a global disaster like
COVID on the nation or the celebration of hoisting
the tricolour or participation in government
schemes as well as monitoring them, these selfhelp groups become nation-help groups in the true
sense due to their capability and determination.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi says, "The
self-help groups are helping the nation today by
becoming national help groups. This strength of
women's self-help groups is today committed to
playing a very important role in the making of a
self-reliant India, a developed India in the Amrit
22 New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

Kaal of independence.
Self-Help Groups: A Model of Service-Success
With the change that is coming in every field due
to self-help groups, the country will be successful
in making a better society and a stronger nation.
The manner in which the women's group served
the countrymen through self-help groups during
the COVID period is unprecedented. Along with
giving a better life to their families, crores of
women engaged in furthering the development
of the country have become the vehicle for the
development of the nation along with themselves.
Self-Help Groups and the Deen Dayal Antyodaya
Yojana are bringing a new revolution to rural India
today, and it has been made possible because of
women's self-help groups. SHGs have increased
more than threefold in the last 6-7 years. This is
significant because, for many years, the sisters'
economic empowerment was not prioritised as
much as it should have been. When Narendra Modi
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took office as Prime Minister of India in
2014, there were millions of women in
the country who did not even have a bank
account. They were far from the banking
system. That is why we initially launched
a massive campaign to open Jan Dhan
accounts. The central government not
only opened bank accounts but also
made bank loans more accessible.
There were numerous reports of
entrepreneurs failing to repay bank
loans in the country. However, these
women not only took the loan but also
did a good job of repaying it. Whereas
bank loans were previously stuck at
9 percent, this rate has now dropped
to 2.5 percent. Through One District,
One Product, a campaign is underway
to bring local products from each
district to major markets, which is also
benefiting women's self-help groups.
Taking advantage of the increasing
trend of online shopping, a special
place has been kept for the products
of self-help groups through the Central
Government's GeM, i.e., the Government
E-Marketplace Portal, named 'Saras'.
Through this, they can sell their products
directly to government departments.
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THE RATE OF NPA ON SELFHELP GROUPS HAS COME
DOWN TO 2.23 IN OCTOBER
2022 FROM 2014.

Life is getting easier
Since 2014, the country has been
working to improve women's dignity and
to address the issues that women face.
The problems that were encountered
due to the lack of toilets, the problems
caused by the smoke of wood in the
kitchen, and the fact that one had to
travel two-two, four-four kilometres
to get water has been addressed in
the country by constructing over 11
crore toilets, providing 9 crore gas
connections under Ujjwala scheme , and
providing water from a tap to crores of
families.The Matru Vandana Yojana was
launched to help women during their
pregnancies. More than 11 thousand
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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Today, more than 8 crore sisters across the country
have joined this campaign. This means that 8 crore
families are involved in this project. Our goal is that
at least one woman, be it a sister, be it a daughter,
be it a mother from every rural family, should be
associated with this campaign.
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

THE MAIN OBJECTIVE OF THE
PROGRAMME IS TO MAKE
RURAL WOMEN FINANCIALLY
SELF-RELIANT
crore rupees were directly transferred to pregnant
women's bank accounts. The Ayushman Bharat
scheme, which provides free treatment up to Rs
5 lakh, has also greatly aided the sisters of poor
families. Today, the country is seeing the positive
effects of the Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao campaign.
To enable the daughters to study properly, they
do not have to leave the school in the middle. For
this, separate toilets were built for the girls in the
schools, and sanitary pads were arranged. Under
the Sukanya Samriddhi Yojana, accounts of about
2.5 crore girls have been opened.
24 New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

Jan Dhan bank accounts are now a major source of
empowerment for women in the country. Women are
being granted property ownership rights. The houses
available under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana are
being distributed directly to women. Over 2 crore
women in the country are now owners of their homes.
Until now, an unsecured loan of Rs 19 lakh crore has
been made available under the Mudra scheme to
small businesses across the country.Around 70% of
them are women who venture out. Today, thanks to
the efforts of the central government, women play a
larger role in household economic decisions.
Self help groups and future prospects
This 75th anniversary of independence is an
opportunity to set new goals and move forward with
renewed vigour. Women's collective power must
also be strengthened. The government is constantly

Aajeevika Mission-Nation's Mission

working to create an environment and conditions
in which women can connect and prosper in their
villages. There are numerous opportunities for
women's self-help groups in sectors such as
agriculture and agro-based industries.A special fund
has been established for many such projects, such
as establishing storage and cold-chain facilities in
villages, installing farming machinery, or establishing
a plant to reduce milk, fruit, and vegetable waste.
Self-help groups can also create these facilities by
taking help from this fund.
The central government is also continuously
promoting special training and awareness of
women farmers. So far, about 1.25 crore farmers
and animal husbandry women have benefited from
this. The government is also encouraging toys
made in India a lot. It is also giving all possible help
for this.Women from tribal areas, in particular, are
traditionally associated with it. Self-help groups

Cover Story

have a lot of potential as well. Similarly, a campaign
is currently underway to rid the country of singleuse plastic. Self-help groups serve a dual purpose in
this regard. It is also necessary to raise awareness
about single-use plastic and work on alternatives.
You are producing an increasing number of jute or
other attractive bags in place of plastic bags.
Certainly, self-help groups have become the
foundation for national progress, as well as the
progress of the poor and women. When Mahila
Shakti was given an opportunity, she gained
confidence and realised the group's power. As a
result, women who achieved self-sufficiency were
given the names CRP, Bank Sakhi, Animal Sakhi,
and Krishi Sakhi. Women are also making inroads
into village entrepreneurship, and their dreams are
becoming more than just dreams.Women, who are
at the heart of New India, are truly flying free in the
open sky of power development.
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Defence Expo and Mission Life

GUJARAT BECOMES
CENTRE OF GLOBAL
INITIATIVES
Gujarat is one of those states in the country
where many such initiatives have taken place in
recent times, which have not only put it among
the best-performing states but also contributed
to enhancing India's brand value on the global
stage. From India's Statue of Unity to the Global
Center for Traditional Medicine and the first
smart fintech city, GIFT City, to the first bullion
exchange in India, apart from turning Modhera
into the first solar village, there have been many
such milestones in the development journey of
Gujarat. Prime Minister Narendra Modi added two
more initiatives to this development journey by
launching the Defence Expo in Gandhinagar and
Mission LiFE at Kevadiya.
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andhi Nagar of Gujarat opened a new
development chapter in the Amrit Kaal.
For India moving fastly towards selfreliance in the defence sector, for the first time
in the country, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched fully indigeneous defence expo on
October 19 at Mahatma Mandir Convention
and Exhibition Center, whose theme was 'Path
to Pride'. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said
on the occasion, “It showcases a picture of
New India and its capabilities, which we have
resolved in Amrit Kaal. It has the power, dreams,
determination, courage and power of the youth.
There is hope for the world and opportunity for
friendly countries."
Defence Exhibition 2022 saw the participation
of more than 1300 exhibitors including Defence
Industry of India, Joint Ventures associated
with the Indian Defence Industry, MSMEs and
Startups. More than 451 MoUs were signed
here. Ahead of the inauguration of the exhibition,
Union Defence Minister Rajnath Singh said,
“This Defence exhibition is one of the important
steps taken to achieve the goal of Make in India
and Make for the world.”
At the Defence exhibition, Prime Minister Modi
unveiled the indigenous trainer aircraft HTT-40
designed by Hindustan Aeronautics Limited and
also launched Mission Defspace. He also laid
the foundation stone of Deesa Airfield in Gujarat.
Deesa is only 130 km from the International
Border. On the need and importance of the
airfield, the Prime Minister said,
"If our forces, especially our Air
Force are present in Deesa,
we will be able to respond
better to any misadventure
on the western border."
Prime Minister Modi said,
"Mission Defence Space"
will not only encourage
innovation and strengthen
our forces but will also provide
new and innovative solutions.
During the Defence Expo IndiaAfrica Defence Dialogue was also held
on the subject 'India-Africa: adopting a
strategy for synergy of Defence and
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GIFTS WORTH RS 15,670
CRORE ON GUJARAT TOUR

Prime Minister Narendra, carrying
the mantra of "Developed Gujarat
for a developed nation", was on
a two-day visit to Gujarat from
October 19-20. During the visit, the
foundation stone of development
projects worth Rs 15,670 crore
was laid and inaugurated in Rajkot,
Vyara Tapi, Junagadh, TrimandirAdalaj. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on this occasion, “When
the poor are empowered, they start
coming out of poverty faster.”

MILESTONES FOR DEFENCE SECTOR
n

n

Our Defence exports have
grown 8 times in the last
5 years. We are exporting
Defence material and
equipment to more than
75 countries of the world.
Defence exports from

India reached $1.59
billion i.e. about Rs 13
thousand crore in 202122. We have set a target
of taking it to 5 billion
dollars i.e. 40 thousand
crore rupees.

INAUGURATION OF PROJECTS WORTH
RS 5860 CRORE IN RAJKOT

Till eight years ago, India was considered the world's
largest defence importer, but Make in India is
becoming a success story in the defence sector today.
Some manufacturing companies had maintained a
monopoly in the defence sector globally but the youth
of India has shown the power to break this monopoly
in the defence industry.
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister.
security cooperation'. The 2nd Indian Ocean Region+ (IOR+)
conference was also held. Prime Minister Modi says, "The
world's expectations from India have increased, India will fulfill
them. Therefore this Defence Expo is also a symbol of global
trust in India."
Also, the fourth list of indigenous equipment which would
be procured only within the country in the defence sector was
also released. After the inclusion of 101 defence items in this
list, now a total of 411 such defence sector equipment will be
purchased only under 'Make in India'.

The foundation stone of
projects worth Rs 5860 crore
was laid in Rajkot, Gujarat and
dedicated to the nation. He also
dedicated 1144 houses built
in the light house project. Also
inaugurated the India Urban
Housing Conclave. Water supply
project Morbi-bulk pipeline from
Brahmani-II Dam to Narmada
Canal Pumping Station was also
dedicated. Laid the foundation
stone of several other projects
including six laning of the existing
four-lane section of RajkotGondal-Jetpur section of National
Highway 27.

New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

27

Nation

Defence Expo and Mission Life

MANTRA OF MISSION LiFE- 'LIFE-STYLE FOR THE ENVIRONMENT'

We are using 1.6 times more resources to
support our lifestyle than what our planet Earth
can sustain. This great excess has been linked
to great inequality. I am very excited by India's
commitment to pursuing environmentally
sound policies and its resolve to increase
investment in renewable energy.
-Antonio Guterres, United Nations
Secretary-General.
India is leading the global campaign of One Sun,
One World, One Grid. By playing a leading role in
the creation of the Coalition for Disaster Resilient
Infrastructure, India has made the world aware of its
concept of environmental protection. It now seeks
to further enhance its partnership with the world to
further strengthen its resolve towards environmental
protection. As the next step in this series, on 20
October Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched
Mission LIFE at the Statue of Unity in Ekta Nagar,
Kevadiya in Gujarat.
Gujarat is one of the states in India that first
started working towards renewable energy and
environmental protection. Gujarat has always been
a trendsetter, whether it is the installation of solar
panels on canals or water conservation campaigns
to raise water levels in drought-prone areas. In such
28 New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

LIFE follows the core principle of 'Life
Style of the Planet, for the Planet and by
the Planet'. It inspires us that all of us
can do a lot in our everyday life in which
the environment is protected. Lifestyle
changes can help protect
the environment.
-Narendra Modi,
Prime Minister.
a situation, Mission LIFE launched from Gujarat will
strengthen the concept of P-3 model. P-3 means Pro
Planet People. The way to the future can be paved
only by learning from the mistakes of the past.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi says, "Mantra
of mission LIFE is 'life-style for the environment'."
Mission Life democratizes the fight against climate
change in which everyone can contribute according
to their potential. Prime Minister Modi quoted the
Atharvaveda as saying, “Mata Bhoomih Putroham
Prithivya” means the earth is our mother and we
are her children." 'Reduce, Reuse and Recycle' and
circular economy have been a part of Indian way of
life. Mission LIFE will include every lifestyle method
related to the conservation of nature, which was
adopted by our ancestors and which can be made a
part of our lifestyle today.

Defence Expo and Mission Life
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COASTAL MISSING LINK WILL
GET STRENGTH
Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
October 19 at Junagadh, Gujarat,
laid the foundation stone of various
development projects worth Rs
3580 crore. Here cargo facility will
be built, which will make it easier
to send fruits, vegetables, fish and
other products.

MISSION SCHOOL OF EXCELLENCE
LAUNCHED

INDIA'S ENVIRONMENTAL
FRIENDLY INITIATIVES
The annual per capita carbon
footprint in India is only around
1.5 tonnes as against the world
average of 4 tonnes per annum.
India has the fourth largest
renewable energy potential in the
world.
India ranks fourth in wind energy
and fifth in solar energy.
India's
renewable
energy
capacity has increased by about
290 percent in the last 7-8 years.
Achieved the target of 40% of
electricity capacity from nonfossil-fuel sources 9 years ahead
of deadline.
Also achieved the target of 10
percent ethanol blending in
petrol 5 months ahead of the set
target.
India has moved towards an
environment-friendly
energy
source through the National
Hydrogen Mission.

YOU CAN STRENGTHEN LIFE BY
ADOPTING THESE FIVE STEPS
Eat what is available in the
season in your nearby places,
this will not only promote
good health but save fuel and
money.
Walk daily. Cycles could also
be used
Choose right and demand
to choose right. If you are
buying a house in the society,
then look out for water
harvesting and solar panels.
Switch off - whether it is
an electricity switch, or
water, gas, or motor vehicle,
switches- turn it off when not
needed.
Spread the word- Tell
everyone to take this
movement from house to
house. Let's work together
to fulfill the promise of the
nation.

MISSION LiFE'S THREE-LEVEL STRATEGY
To motivate individuals to practice simple yet effective ecofriendly actions in their daily life.
Enabling industries and markets to adapt to changing
demands and conditions.
To formulate an effective policy for sustainable consumption
and production.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
launched Mission Schools of
Excellence at Adalaj, Trimandir,
Gujarat. A total of Rs 10,000 crore
will be spent on the mission. In
this mission, 50 thousand new
classrooms and more than one lakh
smart classrooms will be built. Here
the Prime Minister also launched
projects worth about Rs 4260 crore.

FOUNDATION STONE LAID FOR
DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS IN VYARA, TAPI
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
inaugurated the water supply
project of Tapi and Narmada
districts, the construction of the
connectivity road from Saputara
to the Statue of Unity, and
development of adjoining tribal
area projects totaling worth Rs
1970 crore. In the program, the
Prime Minister said that under
the Mission School of Excellence,
education in about 4000 areas in
tribal areas would be modernized.
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Vadodara Aircraft Manufacturing Plant

A private sector company will manufacture
transport aircraft in the country for the first time

MAKE IN INDIA

A SIGNIFICANT STEP TOWARDS

MAKE FOR THE WORLD

Many questions were raised about Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Make in India campaign when
it was launched in 2014. It was widely assumed at the time that India's manufacturing sector was
uncompetitive and that the country should instead focus on the service industry. However, with the
Make in India campaign, India is now producing its own fighter planes, tanks, and submarines, as
well as progressing on the path to "Make for the Globe. Not only that, but we've made rapid advances
in vaccines, gadgets, automobiles, and mobile phones. Now it's the turn of semiconductors, drones,
and military transport aircraft, whose manufacturing sectors have never received the attention
they deserved. To address this shortcoming, first the foundation stone for the country's first
semiconductor plant was laid in Gujarat in September, and then Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid
the foundation for a military transport aircraft manufacturing facility in Vadodara on October 30.

T

oday, India has the world's fastest growing aviation
sector. In terms of air traffic, we are on our way to
becoming one of the top three countries in the world.
In the next 4-5 years, there will be millions of new passengers
to travel in the air. The UDAN scheme has propelled the
aviation industry to new heights. It is expected that India will
require more than 2,000 passenger and cargo aircraft over
the next 10 to 15 years. India is already planning to meet
this massive demand. Marking an important step forward,
on October 30, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the
foundation for a plant in Vadodara, Gujarat, to manufacture
C-295 transport aircraft. This aircraft manufacturing
plant will be the country's first private-sector aircraft
manufacturing facility. Through a collaboration between
Tata Advanced Systems Limited and Airbus Defence and
Space, Spain, the plant will be used to manufacture 40
C-295 aircraft for the Indian Air Force.
While speaking at the foundation stone laying
ceremony, Prime Minister Narendra Modi mentioned
the steps taken by the central government in the last
eight years to transform the manufacturing sector.
He also highlighted a number of critical steps taken
by the government to push the country towards
self-reliance. "There has never been as much
emphasis on Ease of Doing Business as India
has today," he said. Mr Modi said that a new
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AGREEMENT WITH AIRBUS WAS SIGNED IN 2021

In September 2021, India signed a contract with Airbus Defence
and Space worth approximately Rs 21,000 crore (ADSpace). There
was an agreement to purchase C-295 aircraft instead of the old
Avro-748. There were 56 aircraft requisitioned. Of these, 16 will
come from Spain and the remaining 40 will be made in Vadodara,
Gujarat. These aircraft will be completely indigenous. Between
September 2023 and August 2025, 16 aircraft will be delivered.
The indigenously made aircraft will be supplied from 2026 to
2031. According to the Ministry of Defence , through this project,
the Air Force will get 56 aircraft by 2031.

INDIGENOUS BUSINESSES WILL BENEFIT

PM AT ROZGAR MELA

"IF INDUSTRIES COME FROM WITHIN
AND OUTSIDE THE COUNTRY, NEW
EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND
SELF-EMPLOYMENT WILL EMERGE"
The Prime Minister inaugurated the
Gujarat Rojgar Mela on October 29 via
video conferencing, carrying forward the
'Rozgar Mela' at the national level from
Delhi on Dhanteras. Expressing happiness
over the appointment letters to more than
5000 people in the Panchayat Service
Selection Board of Gujarat. and more than
8000 candidates for the recruitment of Lok
Rakshak, he said, " In the coming days, even
the other states will organize ‘Rozgar Mela'
like Gujarat following the footsteps of the
central government. I have been informed
that almost all the States are coming
forward. Even the Union Territories are
joining this initiative.
The central government has set a target of
10 lakh people per year. However, given the
rate at which states are joining, I believe the
figure will soon exceed lakhs. This means
that the central and state governments are
involving such a generation of youngsters in
governance today, due to which the centre's
goal of achieving 100% implementation
– saturation, is getting fulfilled. It is also
helping in the last mile delivery. These
young sons and daughters who are joining
the workforce with great enthusiasm will
help in expediting the work.

25 companies from seven states will supply 13 thousand
400 parts and 4600 sub-assembly components for this.
In addition, each of the 56 aircraft will be outfitted with an
indigenous Electronic Warfare Suite developed by Bharat
Electronics Limited and Bharat Dynamics Limited. In this
context, this project will prove to be a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity for India's private sector.

saga of economic reform is being written in India today
by simplifying corporate taxation, making it more globally
competitive, allowing for 100% foreign investment in many
sectors, opening up sectors such as defence, mining, and
space for private companies, reforming 29 labour laws into
4 codes, abolishing 33,000 compliances, and creating the
Goods and Services Tax by putting an end to a complex
web of dozens of taxes.
Referring to the changes in the manufacturing sector
in India, Prime Minister Modi stated, "The fruits of our
government's investment-friendly policies are reflected
in FDI as well." Companies from over 160 countries have
invested in India over the last eight years. It is also not the
case that foreign investment has been limited to specific
sectors. Its reach extends across more than 60 sectors of
the economy, with investment reaching 31 states. Over $3
billion has been invested in the aerospace industry alone.
From 2000 to 2014, investment in this sector increased
fivefold. That is, five times more investment has been made
in the last eight years than in the previous fourteen years.
The defence and aerospace sectors will be major pillars of
the self-reliant India campaign in the coming years. By 2025,
we intend to expand our defence manufacturing beyond $25
billion. Our exports of defence products will also exceed $5
billion. Defence corridors being developed in Uttar Pradesh
and Tamil Nadu will also aid in the expansion of this sector.
INDIA WILL BE AMONG THE SELECT COUNTRIES.
With the completion of this plant, India will join a select
group of countries that manufacture aircraft. The United
States, the United Kingdom, Russia, France, Italy, Spain,
Ukraine, Brazil, China, and Japan are currently on the list.
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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National Unity Day

NATIONAL UNITY DAY

STEPS TOWARDS EK BHARAT,
SHRESHTHA BHARAT...

Unity has always been the hallmark of the Indian ethos and aspirations. The spirit of unity is

ingrained in the heart of India's psyche. Inspired by the vision of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
in 2014, it was decided to celebrate the birth anniversary of Bharat Ratna, Iron Man 'Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel', i.e., October 31st as National Unity Day. Its aim is to strengthen the spirit of
unity and integrity. On the occasion of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel's 147th birthday, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi paid tribute to him at the Statue of Unity in Kevadiya and participated in the
celebrations for National Unity Day.

T

he birth anniversary of Iron Man 'Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel' and 'National Unity Day'
are the occasion to celebrate India's cultural
diversity. Unity is inherent in our philosophy. The
unity of the country is visible whenever there is a
disaster in the country and the whole country stands
together. On the occasion of the National Unity
Day Parade 2022 in Kevadiya, Gujarat, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said, “This solidarity,
this discipline, is necessary at every level
from family to the country and today we are
seeing this in every corner of the country. Today
75000 unity races are being held in the country. The
people of the country are taking inspiration from
the determination power of Sardar Patel. Today,
the people of the country are taking a pledge for the
unity and integrity of the nation to awaken the 'panch
pranas' of the immortal period."
We have different cultural ways of celebrating, but
the spirit is the same. This unity of the country,
this solidarity, this affinity for each other,
displays India's deeper values. Prime
Minister Narendra Modi said, "Today on
National Unity Day, I want to reiterate
the responsibility assigned to us by
Sardar Saheb. He had given us the
responsibility to strengthen the
unity of the country. This unity will
be strengthened when every citizen
will handle this responsibility
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PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA MODI PAYS TRIBUTE TO SARDAR
PATEL AT THE STATUE OF UNITY IN KEVADIYA
Paid tribute to Sardar Patel at the Statue of Unity and participated in the National
Unity Day celebrations. The National Unity Day Parade was also held during which
BSF and police forces from five states - one each from every zone- Northern Zone
(Haryana), Western Zone (Madhya Pradesh), South Zone (Telangana), Eastern Zone
(Odisha) and Northeast Zone (Tripura)- participated in the event. Apart from these
contingents, six Police Sports medalists from Commonwealth Games 2022 also
participated in the parade. Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed the trainee
officers of the 97th Common Foundation Course at the culmination of Aarambh
4.0. Two new tourist sites in Kevadiya were dedicated to the Maze Garden and
Miyawaki Forest.
The Maze garden is spread over 3 acres which makes it the largest Maze garden
in the country. There is a road of about 2.1 km here. It is designed in the shape of a
'Shriyantra'. A total of 1.8 lakh saplings have been planted in the garden.
Miyawaki Forest has been developed in an area of about 2 acres. This includes an
indigenous flower garden, timber garden, fruit orchard, medicinal garden, separate
section of mixed species, and a Digital Orientation Center. It has been developed
using Japanese botanist Akira Miyawaki's technique, which helps in creating a
dense and indigenous forest in less time.

with the same sense of duty. Today,
keeping this sense of duty topmost, the
country is moving forward on the path of
development with the mantra of 'Sabka
Saath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka Vishwas, and
Sabka Prayas'. Today unbiased policies
are benefitting every part of the country,
in every village, for every section, and for
every person without any discrimination.”
Before the parade, PM Modi administered
the oath of national unity and security to
the security forces personnel.
MUSICAL BAND OF TRIBAL CHILDREN
FROM AMBAJI PERFORMS AT THE EVENT
A special highlight of the program
at Kevadiya was the musical band
performance of tribal children from
Ambaji. The members of this band used
to beg at the Ambaji temple. During his
Ambaji Yatra last month, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi encouraged them after
seeing the performance of these children.
The story of these tribal children learning
such extraordinary musical skills is quite
inspiring. These children were once
struggling to get their basic needs fulfilled
and a chance to be educated.

EKTA NAGAR: IDEAL CITY
FOR THE WHOLE WORLD
Ekta
Nagar
is
developing as a model
city of India, which will be
unprecedented not only in
the country but in the whole
world. When there is talk
of a model city to protect
the environment in the
country or if there is talk of
a model city with LEDs that
save electricity, then the
name of Ekta Nagar will
come first. There will be
a clean transport system
powered by solar power
and the conservation of
different species of animals.
The Ekta Mall, Ekta Nursery,
World Forest showcasing Unity
in Diversity, Ekta Ferry, and
Ekta Railway Station, all these
initiatives are an inspiration to
strengthen national unity. Now a
museum dedicated to the sacrifices
of polity will also be built in Ekta
Nagar.
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Flagship Scheme Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

PM AWAS YOJANA
OPENING THE DOOR OF DIGNITY
"We are now happily residing in a
cemented pucca house. Thanks to the
government for assisting poor families
like us in building pucca houses. I am
now the proud owner of this home. "
Shashi Barik, a widowed woman living in
a dilapidated house in Odisha's Balangir
district, spoke these words after receiving
assistance from the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Rural to construct a pucca
house during the Corona epidemic. It
was difficult to get even twice the food
a day for a five-member family with the
earnings of a daily wage laborer's son.
In such a case, the dream of a pucca
house was realised thanks to a grant of
Rs 1,30,000/-from the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana-Gramin. Shashi constructed
constructingthe house quickly, for which
the government provided incentive funds.
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Bandhana Oraon, 59, of Chapka village
in Jharkhand's Gumla district, was living
in a one-room kutcha house. It was
particularly difficult during the rainy and
winter seasons because the children
frequently became ill. Building a pucca
house seemed like a dream, but with the
assistance of PMAY-G, the dream became
a reality. Bandhana constructed her home
with the assistance of family members.
Bandhana is now living in a new house with
her family thanks to the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, which has opened the door
to dignity. A pucca house owner is selfassured enough to face any situation. She
is now encouraging others in the village to
finish their homes as soon as possible.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

Flagship Scheme

FIVE MANTRAS FOR THE PLAN'S SUCCESS

02
01

Deprived first: The
benefits of the
scheme reach first
to the poor of the
village, who have
given up hope of
finding a home.

03

Transparency: The
mantra was 'poor is
entitled,' with no regard
for caste, religion,
or vote bank or any
recommendation.
Women's
Empowerment:
Considering respect and
self-esteem as women's
rights in the scheme, an
effort should be made
to make them house
owners.

04
05

Technological
monitoring: The
house's construction
should be monitored
using technology.
Basic needs Included:
The house should not
only have four walls;
it should be designed
according to the needs
and style of the area.
The house should have
all of the amenities.

"A house is not just a structure made of bricks and
cement, but our feelings and our aspirations are
attached to it. "The boundary wall of the house
not only gives us security but also instils in us
confidence and assurance of a better tomorrow."
—Narendra Modi, Prime Minister.
It is not only Orissa's Shashi Barik's or Jharkhand's
Bandhana Oraon's dream that everyone has their
own house. Because someone who does not have a
roof over his head, lives in a kutcha house or a ruined
house, or is forced to move frequently by staying in
a rented house, understands the value of a house.
On the initiative of Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
the government launched the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, which provided the needy with the house of
their dreams. On November 20, 2022, the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin will celebrate its sixth
anniversary. And it's a day to celebrate housing...
Sudhir Kumar Jain of Madhya Pradesh's Sagar
district wrote to Prime Minister Narendra Modi
after getting a house under the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana, describing the scheme as a boon
for homeless families. Sudhir had previously lived
in a rented house and had moved 6-7 times. Prime

Minister Modi responded, "The joy of finally having a
roof over your head, in your own home, is priceless.
These memorable moments in the lives of the
beneficiaries inspire and energise him to continue
working tirelessly and nonstop in the service of the
nation. "When one finds the key to the house, the
door to a dignified life opens."
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban (PMAY-Urban)
was launched on June 25th, 2015, and Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-Gramin) was
launched on November 20th, 2016 . The Union
Cabinet has extended the scheme until March 2024
in order to ensure 'Housing for All.' During this time,
funds will be made available for the construction of
1.56 crore houses. A target of approximately 3.72
crore houses in urban and rural areas under the
PMAY (Rural and Urban) has been fixed, of which
approximately 3.5 crore have been built. Of the total
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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Flagship Scheme Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

PRADHAN MANTRI AWAS
YOJANA (RURAL)
Starting in the year 2016,
pucca houses are provided to
rural people.

Boost to rural housing boost
in eight years
Year
2006-2014
2014-2022

Number
1.8 crore
2.55 crore

An increase in house size from
20 square metres (IAY) to 25
square metres (PMAY).
Unit assistance increased from
Rs. 70/75 thousand (IAY) to Rs.
1.20/1.30 lakh (PMAY).
An additional Rs. 12 thousand for
toilets under the Swachh Bharat
Mission-Gramin.

number of houses built, around 2.5 crore houses
have been handed over to beneficiaries. These
houses are being distributed to families who did not
previously own a pucca house. Light houses using
modern technology are being built, and the Prime
Minister handed over the keys to the beneficiaries
of 1100 houses built with modern technology, first
in Chennai and then in Rajkot, Gujarat.
The National Institute of Rural Development and
Panchayati Raj conducted a study on the impact
of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin on
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PRIME MINISTER'S AWAS
YOJANA - URBAN

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban is
one of the largest housing projects in the
world.
Affordably priced housing for
dwellers was introduced in 2016.

city

58.59 lakh houses constructed or handed
over New technologies are being used to
construct 16 lakh houses.

10X
08X
22X

2004-2014 ACHIEVEMENTS
VS. 2015-2022
From 13.48 lakh to 122.69 lakh
approved houses, the number
increased tenfold.
The number of fully constructed
houses increased 7.5 times, from
8.04 lakh to 63.65 lakh.
Total investment in housing projects
has increased by 22 times, from Rs
0.38 lakh crore to Rs 8.31 lakh crore.

10X

Central housing assistance
increased tenfold, from Rs 0.20 lakh
crore to Rs 1.86 lakh crore, resulting
in the creation of approximately 2.40
crore jobs.

674

crore person days or rather 2.40
crore jobs were created.

beneficiaries. According to the study, the pucca
house provided by PMAY has a significant impact
on the beneficiary's socio-psychological well-being,
social status, health, confidence level, sense of
ownership and security, and overall quality of life. Out
of the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin houses
available, 68 percent of families stated that there
was space inside the house for livelihood activities,
whereas 33 percent of normal houses had separate
space for livelihood activities. Beneficiaries of the
scheme are mostly between the ages of 30 and 41.

Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana

GRIHA PRAVESHAM ON DHANTERAS IN MADHYA PRADESH

NEW POWER TO MAKE DREAMS COME
TRUE FROM GRIHA PRAVESHAM

Without a home, all options are hazy. The day of one's home
entry or home visit represents fresh happiness, new goals,
new dreams, and fresh vitality. This is why, when they buy a
house, they see new possibilities. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi attended the 'Griha Pravesham' programme for more than
4.5 lakh Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Gramin beneficiaries on
October 22 in Satna, Madhya Pradesh, where the keys to the
dream come true house were handed over on Dhanteras.
As Prime Minister Narendra Modi says," Previously, people
were forced to pass on homelessness to the next generation as a
result of the country's misplaced policies. The country has given
us the opportunity. We are breaking the cycle. Our government is
working round the clock to ensure that every poor person has a
pucca roof. That is why so many houses are being constructed.
In Madhya Pradesh, 38 lakh houses have been approved
under the Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana, of which about 30 lakh
houses have been built. Because the government understands
the needs of the poor, new houses include toilets, electricity,
a water connection, and a gas connection. The country's
leadership is now learning from the past and working to ensure
the integrity of basic amenities for citizens. Previously, so many
people were deprived of basic necessities that they had no time
to think about anything else. "We changed the way and gave full
control to the owners of the house," Prime Minister Modi says.
The PM Awas Yojana has now evolved into a tool for social and
economic empowerment. Now that they have access to basic
amenities, the poor are working to end their poverty.

It is our government's great fortune that we have been
able to realise the greatest dream of 3.5 crore families.
This is the new India of today, where the poor are
settling into their new homes on Dhanteras. We are
breaking the vicious cycle of homelessness that has
afflicted many generations.
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Flagship Scheme

When the homeless or those with kutcha
houses are given a pucca house at this
age, they focus more on their job search.
More than 74% of the 2 crore
beneficiaries of the Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana have been registered by
women or jointly. The empowerment of
women through home ownership has
increased their participation in household
economic decisions. The building of
crores of houses also generates a lot of
work for workers, masons, carpenters,
plumbers, painters, and furniture makers.
Employment and associated businesses
have increased.
Reiterating his commitment to housing
for all, Prime Minister Narendra Modi
says, "This campaign to provide pucca
houses to the poor is more than just a
government scheme." This is a pledge to
restore faith in the village and among the
poor. This is the first step to mustering
the courage to fight poverty. With this in
mind, our government has prioritised the
PM Awas Yojana.
THE FAILURES OF THE PREVIOUS 21
PLANS RESULTED IN A SUCCESSFUL
PLAN.
Houses were built even earlier in the
country under government housing
schemes. However, people's experiences
with these schemes have been mixed.
The Integrated Subsidized Housing
Scheme for Industrial Workers and the
Economically Weaker Section was the
first housing scheme established after
independence (1952). Then, every 1015 years, something was added to the
schemes, names were changed, and
there were 21 schemes before PMAY, but
the goal of providing a dignified life for
the underprivileged was never met. When
Prime Minister Narendra Modi took over
the country in 2014, he launched the new
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Urban and
Rural to provide 'Housing for All.'
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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Special Cleanliness Drive 2.0

FILES PILED UP IN GOVERNMENT OFFICES WEEDED OUT

MORE THAN 88 LAKH SQUARE
FEET OF SPACE FREED
Cases stalled for a long time, files piling
up, and people visiting and revisiting the
offices; this image of the government
machinery in general lingered in Indians'
minds for a long time. However, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has worked to
change this image, not only of the country
but also of the government machinery.
This is why, during the Special Cleanliness
Campaign 2.0, which took place in
government departments across the
country from Gandhi Jayanti to October
31, not only were more than 54 lakh files
reviewed, but more than 4 lakh longpending cases and complaints were also
resolved. Over 88 lakh square feet of space
have been vacated. In addition, as part of
the cleanliness campaign, the government
earned Rs 364.53 crore by disposing of
various departments' files and scraps.

38 New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022

Special Cleanliness Drive 2.0

R

ed-tapism
which
have
long been associated with
government
functioning,
has now become a forgotten
word in Prime Minister Narendra
Modi's government, whether it is
about development projects or
complaints received in government
offices or pending files. For the
first time, the central government
launched a cleanliness campaign in
government offices last year. This
year, on Gandhi Jayanti, the Special
Cleanliness Drive 2.0 was launched
from October 2 to October 31. It
was roughly 15 times larger than the
previous year's campaign. According
to Union Minister of Personnel,
Public Grievances, and Pensions, Dr.
Jitendra Singh, during this campaign
period, special attention was paid to
attached, subordinate, and regional
offices, including remote areas
of India, This time, as part of the
campaign, a special cleanliness
drive was conducted in 99,633
locations. Files containing 4,36,855
pending public grievances at these
locations were also reviewed and
disposed of. A total of 54.5 lakh files
have been reviewed in departments
and ministries across the country,
according to a report. According
to Union Minister Jitendra Singh,
during this campaign, approximately
8784 references and complaints
from Members of Parliament were
reviewed and resolved.
Under this campaign, scraps
lying in various departments and
ministries have been disposed of.
The government has earned Rs
364.53 crore by selling these scraps.
The Department of Military Affairs is
at the forefront in terms of earning
from junk. It tops the list with Rs
212.76 crore from scrap sales,

The campaign was
conducted in

99,633
places.

4,36,855

public grievance files
were reviewed and
disposed of.

Nation

54.5 lakh
files were
reviewed in
departments
and
ministries
across the
country
during this
time.
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Special Cleanliness Drive 2.0

SPACE EQUIVALENT TO FOUR
RASHTRAPATI BHAVANS WAS
FREED LAST YEAR.

A similar cleanliness campaign was carried
out in government offices last year. The
space freed was then approximately
four times larger than the floor area of
Rashtrapati Bhavan after the disposal of
pending files and scrap. The floor area
of Rashtrapati Bhavan is approximately 2
lakh square feet, after settlement, more
than 9 lakh square feet of space was
vacated. Working on 3 lakh 28 thousand
public grievances at the time resulted in the
resolution of 3 lakh 3 thousand complaints.
Simultaneously, 685 out of 834 rules and
procedures were simplified, as were 8282
out of 11057 letters from MPs disposed of.

followed by the Coal Ministry at Rs 48.51 crore and
the Ministry of Railways at Rs 33.05 crore.

THIS IS HOW THE CAMPAIGN WENT...

Thousands of officials and citizens took part in
Special Drive 2.0, launching a movement to clean up
government offices.
The Department of Posts conducted a cleanliness
drive in 24000 post offices, the Ministry of Railways
in 9374 railway stations, the Department of Defence
in 5922 mission sites, and the Ministry of Home
Affairs in 11559 mission sites. Special Drive 2.0 was
carried out by 16 ministries or departments across
over 1000 campaign sites, as well as 31 ministries or
departments across over 100 campaign sites. The
Special Drive 2.0 progress was monitored daily via
a dedicated portal, www.pgportal.gov.in/scdpm22.
Across all ministries and departments, 215 nodal
officers and sub-nodal officers were appointed.
Every week, the Secretaries of the Government of
India reviewed Special Drive 2.0. The progress of
Special Campaign 2.0 has been widely reported
on social media, with ministries and departments
tweeting over 67,000 times. The Press Information
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`364.53

Crore was earned by selling the
junks. Department of Military
Affairs topped the list with
earnings of Rs 212.76 crore,
followed by the Ministry of Coal at
Rs 48.51 crore and the Ministry of
Railways at Rs 33.05 crore.

This is how the campaign went...
Post office

Cleanliness
drive launched
in 24000 post
offices

Ministry of Railways
Campaign
launched at
9375 railway
stations

The Defence Department carried out
a cleanliness drive in 5922 mission
sites, and the Ministry of Home Affairs
in 11559 mission sites.

Bureau issued 127 statements on behalf of the
ministries and departments.

e-rupee wholesale launch

Nation

Now put money in e-wallet

Reserve Bank launches
wholesale e`, retail soon

India is one of the fastest-growing digital economies in the world. The country had done more
than 88.4 billion digital payment transactions in 2021-2022, while the figures for the beginning
quarter of the current financial year show that Indians are now doing an average of 28.8 crore
digital transactions every day. To give impetus to this digital and transparent economy, the
Reserve Bank of India on 1 November launched the country's first digital currency Central Bank
Digital Currency-Wholesale (E-W) pilot project.

W

ith the launch of the country's digital e₹-W,
the Reserve Bank has become one of the
few central banks in the world to have taken
such an initiative. As a pilot project, it will be used
for the settlement of government securities. Based
on the success of this pilot project, pilot projects for
other large-amount transactions and cross-border
payments will also be taken up in the future. Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman mentioned
about digital currency in the budget on 1 February.
Digital e₹ is different from the physical rupee
and UPI. The physical currency has to be printed by
the government, the user has to keep it with him.
Similarly, for UPI transactions, money is required
to be kept in a bank account, whereas digital e₹ is
not printed and there is no possibility of it getting
damaged. It can be stored in the e-wallet. However,
for transactions with digital e₹, money will have to
be deposited in the bank account or in the form of
physical currency.
Retail e₹ will be launched from select locations
RBI has announced that soon a pilot project of
retail e₹ will also be launched. It will first start from
select locations in closed user groups comprising
customers and merchants
Separate e₹ for Wholesale and Retail
RBI Central Bank Digital Currency (CBDC) will be a
separate currency for both wholesale and retail. It
is based on Blockchain technology.
The wholesale currency will be used by financial
institutions such as the banking system.
Retail e-rupee will be used by people for daily
needs in transactions.

The digital economy will get a boost.
RBI will control it. Will open new doors
of opportunities in the field of FinTech.
The burden of printing, handling, and
distributing the cash will also be reduced.
-Narendra Modi, Prime Minister.
The physical currency is kept in the pocket in the
form of notes whereas the e-rupee will remain in
the wallet.
In beginning, these banks will be included
The pilot project includes the State Bank of India,
Bank of Baroda, Union Bank of India, HDFC Bank,
ICICI Bank, Kotak Mahindra Bank, Yes Bank, IDFC
First Bank, and HSBC Bank.
Benefits of e₹
Digital e₹ is the digital form of the physical rupee.
Digital is risk-free and can exchange e₹ with
physical currency.
Dependency on cash will decrease, and the cost
of printing notes will be saved.
It will also facilitate the creation of a global digital
payment system.
It will help in getting rid of the problem of fake
currency.
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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90th Interpol General Assembly

PM MODI'S ADDRESS AT THE 90TH INTERPOL GENERAL ASSEMBLY

CALLING FOR GLOBAL COOPERATION
FOR LOCAL INTERESTS
In a verse from the Vedas it is said - आ नो
भद्राः क्रतवो यन्तु विश्वतः, which means, let the
best thoughts come from all directions. The
concept of Interpol also intertwines with
various aspects of Indian philosophy.
Interpol's motto is, 'Connecting Police for a
Safer World'. Even as the world faces
several challenges, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi addressed the 90th Interpol
General Assembly at Pragati Maidan in New
Delhi on October 18 and called for global
cooperation for local interests through
greater international cooperation.

T

he philosophy of law enforcement is
best explained by the ancient Indian
philosopher Chanakya. Aanviksha's
trilogy talks about आन्वीक्षकी त्रयी वार्तानां योग-क्षेम
साधनो दण्डः। तस्य नीतिः दण्डनीतिः अलब्धलाभार्था, लब्धपरिरक्षणी,
रक्षितविवर्धनी, वृद्धस्य तीर्थेषु प्रतिपादनी च। It means, the
material and spiritual welfare of a society is
ensured through the implementation of law.
According to Chanakya, the implementation of
law helps us to achieve what we do not have,
to protect what we have, to increase what we
have preserved, and to make it reach the most
deserving people.
It is an inclusive approach to the implementation
of the law. Police forces around the world are
not only protecting people but also advancing
social welfare. They are at the front line of
society's response to any crisis. This was most
visible during the Covid-19 pandemic. In his
address at the inauguration of the 90th Interpol
General Assembly, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said, “All over the world, policemen risk
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Police forces are at the forefront during
crises around the world. I appreciate the
jawans who have sacrificed their lives in
the service of the people."
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

90th Interpol General Assembly

their lives to help people. Many of them even
sacrificed their lives in the service of the people.
I bow to them. Even when the world stops, the
responsibility of keeping it safe does not end.
Even during the pandemic, Interpol continued
to perform its duty round the clock for seven
days."
Our police forces not only protect the people
but also serve our democracy. If we look at
the system of free, fair, and comprehensive
elections in India, then there are 900 million
eligible voters in the country. This is close to
the total population of the North and South
American continents. Around 23 lakh police
personnel are deployed to assist in the elections.
India is a case study to the world in upholding
diversity and democracy. Prime Minister Modi
said, "Our police forces work as promised by
the Constitution, respecting the diversity and
rights of the people." Prime Minister Modi in
his address also mentioned the many global
challenges like terrorism, corruption, drug
trafficking, poaching, and organized crime.
He said, “The pace of change of these threats is
faster than before. When the threats are global,
the response cannot be just at the local level! The
time has come for the world to come together to
defeat these threats." A safe and secure world is
our shared responsibility. Prime Minister Modi
said, “There is a need to devise procedures and
protocols to enhance cooperation between the
police and law enforcement agencies. Interpol
can help by speeding up red corner notices for
fugitive criminals." Union Home Minister Amit
Shah, Interpol President Ahmed Nasser Al Raisi
and Secretary General Jurgen Stock, and CBI
Director were also present on the occasion.

Nation

90TH INTERPOL GENERAL ASSEMBLY HELD IN
DELHI FROM 18TH TO 21ST OCTOBER
The 90th General Assembly of Interpol was held
from 18 to 21 October at Pragati Maidan, New Delhi.
The meeting was attended by delegations from 195
Interpol member countries, including ministers, police
chiefs, national central bureau chiefs, and senior
police officers. The General Assembly is the supreme
governing body of Interpol and meets once a year to
make important decisions related to its functioning.
Interpol General Assembly meeting was held in India
after a gap of about 25 years. The last time this
happened was in 1997.
India's proposal to host the Interpol General Assembly
in 2022 in New Delhi to coincide with the 75th year of
India's independence was accepted by the General
Assembly with an overwhelming majority.The event
provides an opportunity to showcase the best practices
of India's law and order system to the whole world.
It was attended by 195 member countries of Interpol.
In this, India displayed its best practices related to law
and order in front of the world.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi released a
commemorative postage stamp and Rs 100 coin
to mark the occasion of the 90th Interpol General
Assembly.

Interpol will complete its 100th founding year in 2023
Indian police forces
enforce over 900
national and 10,000
state laws. This is an
extremely difficult
task in a country with
diverse languages
and traditions.

Interpol will
complete 100
years of its
establishment
in 2023. So this
is the best time
to celebrate and
contemplate.

Interpol has
integrated police
organizations
from 195
countries over
the past 99
years, despite
changes in the
legal framework.
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Chintan Shivir

STATE HOME MINISTERS’ ‘CHINTAN SHIVIR’:
STRENGTHENING COOPERATIVE FEDERALISM
Working together to improve the country is both the spirit of the Constitution and our responsibility.
In this backdrop, a Chintan Shivir of state Home Ministers was held in Surajkund, Haryana,
demonstrating cooperative federalism. The goal of this Chintan Shivir was to create an action plan
for implementing Prime Minister Narendra Modi's "Vision 2047" for internal security and "Panch
Prana" for a developed India, both of which were announced in his Independence Day speech. On
October 28th, Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressed this camp, discussing the modernization
of police forces, cyber crime management, women's security, and other topics.

T

he spirit of the constitution and our duty to the
nation and the states require that every state
cooperate with one another, learn from one
another's experiences, and work toward improving
the nation. Although the constitution gives the states
the authority to maintain law and order, they are also
integral to maintaining the country's integrity and
unity. Prime Minister Narendra Modi said at the
Chintin Shivir (Brainstorming Session) of State Home
Ministers, "I am confident that if we move forward
together with a national perspective, every challenge
before us will become smaller. Each state must
collaborate. When the country's strength grows, so
does the power of every citizen and family in the
country. This is good governance, which every state
of the country has to ensure to the last person
standing in the last row of society. Law and order
reforms implemented by the Indian government in
recent years have contributed to the creation of a
peaceful environment throughout the country. In the
programme, Prime Minister Narendra Modi said,
"Panch Pran" should be the inspiration of good
governance in every state of the country." Better law
and order strengthens Panch Pran's resolve while
also providing an opportunity to vastly expand the
power of the states through good governance.
VARIOUS TOPICS WERE DISCUSSED IN SIX
SESSIONS IN THE CHINTIN SHIVIR
Union Home and Co-operation Minister Amit Shah
presided over the states' "Chintan Shivir of Home
Ministers" on October 27 and 28. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi addressed the Chintan Shivir on
October 28 via video conferencing. Six sessions of
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the Chintin Shivir covered a wide range of topics.
The Home Secretary, State Director Generals of
Police, Central Armed Police Forces, and Central
Police Organizations all attended the two-day
Chintan Shivir.
In the Chintan Shivir, issues such as the
development of an eco-system for cyber crime
management, the modernization of police forces,
the increased use of IT in the criminal justice
system, land border management and coastal
security, and other internal security issues were
discussed.
Special emphasis was placed on women's safety in
the country and the creation of a safe environment
for them. The camp also aimed to improve national
policymaking and planning and coordination in the
aforementioned areas.

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

Nation

WITH THE MANTRA OF SOLIDARITY

THEY STRENGTHENED THE SPIRIT OF

'EK BHARAT, SHRESHTHA BHARAT'
Indians fought tooth and nail to achieve independence. When the British tyranny
crossed its limits at the time of subjugation, at that time freedom lovers decided
to teach a lesson to the British and achieved independence by sacrificing their
everything for the sake of the nation. The whole country was imbued with
patriotism during this period. The freedom fighters set an example by sacrificing
their everything for the nation. Many of them even became martyrs for the cause
of freedom. India is celebrating 'Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav' which is a 'Sanskar
Utsav' for today's generation. Also, this phase is the time for 'Sankalp Se
Siddhi' to realize the India of our dreams. In the latest series of 'Azadi Ka Amrit
Mahotsav', read about national heroes who strengthened the spirit of 'Ek Bharat,
Shreshtha Bharat' with the mantra of solidarity.
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav

KARTAR SINGH SARABHA…

Bhagat Singh used to carry his photo in his pocket
Born: May 24, 1896, Death: November 16, 1915

T

he famous revolutionary Bhagat Singh is a
national icon for millions of Indians. But do you
know whom Bhagat Singh use to idolize? It was none
other than revered revolutionary figure Kartar Singh
Sarabha whose photo Bhagat Singh use to carry
in his pocket. Not only Bhagat Singh but Sarabha
was a source of courage and inspiration for many
other freedom fighters. The great revolutionary and
freedom fighter Kartar Singh was hanged at the age
of 19. He was born on 24 May 1896 in Sarabha village
of Punjab. Kartar Singh's village was devastated
by frequent droughts due to which he left for San
Francisco in 1912 in search of better opportunities.
He wanted to complete his education at the
University of California at Berkeley. He became very
anguished at the widespread racism in America.
He felt the ordeal of the Indian people in California.
He started expressing resentment about British
colonialism in India. The Ghadar Party was founded
in Oregon in 1913 with the aim of overthrowing the
British empire in India through an armed revolution.
The headquarters of the Ghadar Party was in San
Francisco. Sarabha started actively participating

Expanding coverage of

RURAL SANITATION

A clean mind resides in a clean body. Being
clean in life means that we will not fall into the
grip of disease, which will also strengthen our
financial condition. With small precautions, we
can stay away from big diseases. Seeing the
need to include cleanliness in our daily routine,
the Government of India started the Swachh
Bharat Mission in 2014 with the aim of making
the country open defecation free.
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in the activities of the Ghadar Party. He took over
the responsibility of the publication of the Punjabi
edition of the Ghadar newspaper. When First World
War broke out in July 1914, the Ghadar Party workers
saw it as an opportunity to attack the British empire.
The Ghadar Party planned to organize the Indians.
Kartar Singh returned to India in 1914. Coinciding
with his return, several of the Ghadar Party workers
were arrested by the British. But this did not
discourage the revolutionaries like Kartar Singh and
Rash Behari Bose who started organizing soldiers
against the British in the cantonments of Punjab. But
even before the plans of the Ghadar Party workers
were to be successfully executed the British got a
whiff of it and Kartar Singh was arrested. Known as
the Lahore Conspiracy Case, the captured activists
were charged with involvement in the rebellion.
Kartar Singh Sarabha did not apologize in court and
proudly said, "It is my duty to unite my people against
the British." His unwavering patriotism angered the
judges immensely. On November 16, 1915, 19-yearold Sarabha and his companion Vishnu Ganesh
Pingle were hanged in the Lahore Central Jail.

More than 10 crore toilets were constructed
under Swachh Bharat Mission-Gramin.
More than 6 lakh villages were declared open
defecation free under this mission.
India's rural sanitation coverage was
just 1% in 1981, which increased to
100% in 2019.
Sanitation coverage refers to the
percentage of the population who
have toilets in their homes.

Azadi Ka Amrit Mahotsav
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DEENBANDHU SIR CHHOTU RAM

Messiah of the farmers who fought with the British

T

Born: November 24, 1881, Death: January 9, 1945

he great freedom fighter Deenbandhu Sir Chhotu
Ram, who fought relentlessly against the British
was known as the messiah of the farmers. He was
born on November 24, 1881, in a very simple family in
Garhi Sampla, a small village of Jhajjar in present-day
Haryana. It is said that once a moneylender, instead
of giving a loan, advised Chaudhary Chhotu Ram to
become a patwari. At that time the moneylender may
not even have imagined that the person he is advising
will decide the fate of thousands of patwaris one
day. Fighting only on the strength of his own ability,
Choudhary sahib had even become the Revenue
Minister of Punjab.When the Congress Committee
was formed in Rohtak in 1916, Chhotu Ram became
its president but later left, after his disagreement with
Mahatma Gandhi on the non-cooperation movement.
He formed the Unionist Party and his party won the
1937 Provincial Assembly elections and he became
Minister of Development and Revenue. Chakravarti
Rajagopalachari had said about him that "Choudhary
Chhoturam not only knows how to set high goals
but also knows the way to achieve those goals.” He
is considered one of the most influential reformers
of his time. He was a vocal voice of the farmers,
labourers, the downtrodden, and the oppressed. He
fought against the divisive forces in the country. He
understood the problems, and challenges faced by
farmers, and small entrepreneurs. It is said that his

influence in a large part of West and North India was
so widespread that even the British administrators
were forced to think a hundred times before refusing
to listen to him.
Not only this, the original thinking of Bhakra Dam
was the brainchild of Chhotu Ram. He had signed
a deal for Bhakra Dam with the Raja of Bilaspur.
The people of Punjab, Haryana, and Rajasthan, are
getting the benefit of this dam even today. The
empathetic attitude of Chhotu Ram for the upliftment
of farmers and labourers is visible in the resolve
of the government of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi which is trying hard for their empowerment
through various efforts which include providing
quality seeds and markets to them. Efforts are being
made to ensure that the farmers get a fair price for
their produce, to protect the farmers from weather
uncertainties, to provide modern seed, enough urea,
and a proper irrigation system, apart from providing
help in maintaining the health of the soil. The statue
of Chhotu Ram was unveiled by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi in Sampla, Haryana on 9 October
2018. On this occasion, he said, “Choudhary Chhotu
Ram was one of those social reformers who made
significant contributions in this part of India.” He
described Chhoturam as a person who worked
relentlessly for the upliftment of the oppressed and
the downtrodden.

SANTI GHOSH The revolutionary who

shot a British officer at the age of 15

Born: 22 November 1916, Death: 28 March 1989

S

anti Ghosh, a revolutionary figure in the
independence struggle, was born on 22 November
1916 in Kolkata, West Bengal. Santi's father
Debendranath Ghosh was a professor of philosophy
at Victoria College, Comilla. Her early education
took place at home and the spirit of devotion to the
motherland was awakened there only. Santi Ghosh
was a founding member of the student union in

Comilla and joined the revolutionary organization
Jugantar Party. The basic objective of this party was
to carry out revolutionary activities.
The organization trained Santi in various weapons
including fencing and using sticks. She was later
selected for a special campaign. 15-year-old Santi
Ghosh accompanied by her cousin Suniti Choudhury
went to Comilla's district magistrate Charles Geoffrey
New India Samachar November 16-30, 2022
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MIRABEN A devoted follower of Mahatma Gandhi
who took part in the freedom struggle of India
Born: 22 November 1892, Death: 20 July 1982

M

ahatma Gandhi had followers across the
world. But among these followers, there was a
wealthy woman who left her country to follow the
path of truth and non-violence. This follower was
none other than Miraben whose real name was
Madeleine Slade. She was the daughter of British
Navy officer Edmund Slade. She was born on 22
November 1892 in Britain. Influenced by Mahatma
Gandhi's principles of non-violence, she made India
her home. Miraben devoted her whole life to the
advancement of Mahatma Gandhi's principles and
freedom struggle. She was an Englishwoman, who
took up the cause of the Indian freedom struggle.
She lived in India for about 34 years. Miraben came
to Ahmedabad on 7 November 1925 where she was
received by Mahadev Desai, Vallabhbhai Patel, and
Swami Anand. Mahatma Gandhi allowed her to stay
at the Sabarmati Ashram and named her Miraben.
Since then, as a trustworthy ally of Mahatma Gandhi,
she always stayed with him. It is said that Bapu
considered Miraben his daughter. During the initial
years of her stay in India, Miraben learned Hindi
and traveled to villages to learn and understand
India. Soon, she became one of Mahatma Gandhi's
trusted aide. She accompanied Gandhi to London
to attend the Second Round Table Conference in

Buckland Stevens on 14 December 1931 on the
pretext of giving candy and chocolates to him before
Christmas. Stevens ate the candy and said, 'These
are delicious!' On hearing this, Santi Ghosh and Suniti
Choudhary took out the pistol hidden under the shawl
and said, 'Well, how is this Mr. Magistrate?' And with
that, they fired at the magistrate. The magistrate
died shortly after being shot. After this incident, Santi
Ghosh and Suniti Choudhary were arrested and put
on trial for the murder of a magistrate. Due to their
young age, both were sentenced to life imprisonment
and sent to Hijli Detention Camp in Kharagpur. She
was kept in a separate barrack from her companion
Suniti. However, as a result of negotiations between
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1931. After coming back to India from London, she
got involved in the promotion of Khadi and traveled
all over the country for this. Miraben wore a simple
dhoti, spun yarn, and traveled from village to village.
She continued to follow the messages of Mahatma
Gandhi and was active in propagating the message
of non-violence. She wrote thousands of articles for
Young India and Harijan Patrika.
She was also arrested several times and kept in
custody during the Civil Disobedience Movement.
The British also accused her of sending information
to Europe and America while in India. She was also
arrested during the Quit India Movement. Miraben
was imprisoned from 9 August 1942 to 6 May 1944
at the Aga Khan Palace in Pune along with Mahatma
Gandhi his wife Kasturba Gandhi, secretary
Mahadevbhai Desai, Pyarelal Nair, Sarojini Naidu,
and Dr. Sushila Nayar. She established an ashram
near Rishikesh in 1947. During the next 11 years,
she traveled to different regions of India, running
community projects and working on environmental
issues. Miraben left for England on January 18,
1959. A year later, she moved to Vienna and lived
there for the rest of her life. The Government of India
honored her with the Padma Vibhushan in 1982.
Miraben died on 20 July 1982.
Mahatma Gandhi and the British government in 1939,
she was released after serving a seven-year sentence.
After her release, she joined the Bengali Women's
College and completed her studies. After the
independence of the country, she was continuously
involved in political and social activities. She remained
a member of the West Bengal Legislative Council
from 1952 to 1962 and again from 1967 to 1968.
She was a member of the West Bengal Legislative
Assembly from 1962 to 1964. She has also written
her autobiography in the Bengali language by the
name 'Arun Bahni'. Santi Ghosh continued to work
for the betterment of the country till her death on 28
March 1989.
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INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE

'SARATHI' OF INDIA'S GLOBAL THINKING
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's mantra of 'One Sun One World - One Grid' with eco-friendly lifestyle is
resonating on the global stage today. His vision for
environmental protection is followed by not only
promise but new thinking. A global initiative for
environmental protection in the form of the International
Solar Alliance on 30 November 2015 was launched by
India along with France during the Paris Climate Change
Conference. The alliance, which began with the signing
of the Framework by 15 countries, today comprises 109
member and signatory countries. It is the first such
international organization, whose headquarters has
been set up in India. In its recently held General
Assembly, once again India has been entrusted with its
presidency and France as co-presidency.

The International Solar Alliance turned out to be
a great ray of hope for the world. Indians are
also happy that the headquarter of ISA is in India
itself. This further increases the affinity towards
ISA. I think whenever there is talk of big
organizations of human welfare established in
the future in the 21st century, then the name of
ISA will be at the top. Through ISA we have set a
huge platform for ensuring climate justice.
Together we have given a huge gift related to
humanity to the coming generations.
- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister
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