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Greetings!

It is a common saying in our country:

स््वस््तति: प्रजाभ््ययः, स््वस््तति: प्रजाभ््ययः परिपालयंतां न््ययायेन 
मार्गेण महीीं महीशाः!
It means that it is the responsibility of the 
government to ensure that every person is 
well and gets justice. This thinking is also the 
basis of the mantra "Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas, 
Sabka Vishwas, and Sabka Prayas'. With this 
mindset, the Central Government is working 
for the progress of every person in society and 
to make their lives easier. Whether they are  
senior citizens, Divyangjan, tribals, victims, 
exploited, or deprived, protecting the interests 
of 140 crore Indians and serving them is the 
topmost priority of the Central Government led 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

World Elder Abuse Awareness Day is observed 
every year on June 15 all over the world with the 
aim of promoting respect and dignity for elders 
in society and families. In this context, this time 
our cover story is dedicated to the senior citizens 
of the country, whose socio-economic security 
is being continuously ensured. Along with this, 
the nation and society are being made ready 
from the point of view of the future. According 
to an estimate, there is a continuous rise in the 
population of senior citizens in the country as the 
availability of health and general facilities has 
increased life expectancy. In such a situation, 
along with the family, it is the responsibility of 
society as well as the government to take care of 
the elderly. Realising this sense of responsibility, 
the central government is working with full 

sensitivity. Maximum effort is being taken to 
ensure that those who have spent their whole 
lives for the welfare of their family and country 
do not face any kind of problem. In the last  
few years, the central government has ensured 
the safety of the elderly at every step. The efforts  
taken by the government are bringing changes 
to the lives of the elderly.

Read about Govind Shankar Kurup from Kerala, 
the country's first Jnanpith Award winner, in the 
personality section. The heroic saga of fighters 
in the series of Amrit Mahotsav and the 7 years 
of Pradhan Mantri Surakshit Matritva Abhiyan 
in the flagship scheme are the other highlights 
of this issue. Also, read about the special story 
on efforts taken by the government to protect 
the environment on World Environment Day and 
events related to the G-20. The recent evacuation 
of Indians from Sudan under Operation Kaveri 
and details of a heritage site in Telangana 
on the back cover are also part of the issue.  
Apart from this, this issue includes special 
content on the Prime Minister's development 
gifts to the country.  

लोकाः समस्ताः सुिखनोभवंतु॥ That is, the journey of the 
Central Government continues with the wish 
that every section of the society, every citizen, 
and everyone should be happy.

Keep sending your suggestions to us
 

FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK...
GOVERNMENT WITH SENIOR  

CITIZENS AT EVERY STEP

(Rajesh Malhotra)

Read/Download the magazine available in Hindi, English and 11 other languages.
https://newindiasamachar.pib.gov.in/
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News Briefs

The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has 
allowed residents to verify the mobile number and email 

linked with their Aadhaar. In some instances, residents were 
not aware/sure about that which of their mobile numbers was 
seeded to their Aadhaar. Hence residents were worried that 
Aadhaar OTP might be going to some other mobile number. 
Now, with this facility, the residents can check these quite easily. 
With the new facility, citizens can easily check the number. This 
facility of UIDAI can be availed on the official website (https://
myaadhaar.uidai.gov.in/) or through the mAadhaar app using 
the 'Verify Email/Mobile Number' feature. This feature gives 
confirmation to residents that their email/mobile number under 
his/her knowledge is only seeded to their respective Aadhaar.  It 
also notifies the resident in case a particular mobile number is 
not linked, and informs the resident to take necessary steps to 
update the mobile number, if they wish so.

'YUVA PRATIBHA – PAINTING TALENT HUNT' STARTED
If you are sensitive about heritage and culture, valour 

and patriotism, nature and environment then there 
is an opportunity to participate in 'YUVA PRATIBHA – 
Painting Talent Hunt'. With an aim to promote India's rich 
heritage and culture at the grassroots level by identifying 
new art talents across painting genres, MyGov has 
launched the 'YUVA PRATIBHA – Painting Talent Hunt' 
-  wherein participants can send their entries till 25th 
June. If you want to become an emerging artist, painter, 
miniature painter, or picture maker of New India at the 
national level, you can participate. The prize money for 
the first, second, and third prize winners is Rs 1 lakh, 75 

NOW RESIDENTS CAN VERIFY EMAIL, MOBILE  
NUMBERS SEEDED WITH AADHAAR

n   �If the number is already verified 
then its details will appear on the 
screen.

n   �If a person has forgotten which 
number was given at the time 
of enrolment, he/she can check 
the last three digits of the mobile 
number on the Myaadhaar 
portal or the Aadhaar verification 
feature of the mAadhaar app.

n   �If a person wants to link an email/
mobile number with Aadhaar or 
wants to update his email/mobile 
number, he can visit the nearest 
Aadhaar center.

thousand, and 50 thousand respectively.

What are the terms and conditions
n �Indian citizen whose age is between 18 years  

to 40 years.
n �Painting- should be made of water, oil, or acrylic, the 

size of the painting should be 24 X 18 inches, and the 
picture should be shot in HD standard.

n �Paintings - Heritage & Cultural, Valour & Patriotism, 
Public Heroes & Leaders, Nature & Environment

n �Click on https://innovateindia.mygov.in/painting-
challenge/ for more details.
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News Briefs

EPFO EXTENDS THE DATE OF 
APPLICATION FOR PENSION ON A 
HIGHER SALARY, APPLY TILL JUNE 26

APPLY FOR PADMA AWARDS 2024 
BY SEPTEMBER 15, 2023100 HEALTHY AND CLEAN  

FOOD STREETS WILL BE BUILT 
ACROSS THE COUNTRY

EPFO had started the online application process 
for verification of options or combined options 

from pensioners and members on the orders of 
the Hon'ble Supreme Court with the deadline of 
3rd May. Now this date has been extended to 26 
June. Till May 1, more than 12 lakh applications 
had been received. The time limit is being extended 
to facilitate and provide adequate opportunity 
for the pensioners/members to overcome any 
difficulties faced by them. The Supreme Court 
had held that the employees who retired before 
September 1, 2014, and who exercised the option 
under para 11(3) before their retirement, would 
be eligible for pension on higher pay. 

The central government led by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi is determined to start and take 

forward new and transparent systems. A similar new 
beginning was made for the Padma Awards, which 
are now being extended as Padma for the common 
man. Online nominations and recommendations for 
the Padma Awards to be announced on the occasion 
of Republic Day in the year 2024 have been started 
from May 1, 2023. The last date is September 15, 
2023. Nominations/recommendations for the 
Padma Awards are being taken online at the National 
Awards Portal https://awards.gov.in. The Rules are 
available at the website https://padmaawards.gov.
in/AboutAwards.aspx. Padma Vibhushan, Padma 
Bhushan, and Padma Shri, the three subsequent 
awards after the Bharat Ratna, were introduced 
in the year 1954. Awarded for distinguished and 
exceptional achievements/service in the fields of 
arts, literature and education, sports, medicine, 
social service, science and engineering, public 
works, civil service, trade, industry, etc. All people 
are eligible for these awards irrespective of their 
creed, occupation, position, or gender. Others can 
also make a recommendation for someone, while 
citizens can also nominate themselves.

Street food is an integral part of the food 
culture of India. It has played a very 

important role in shaping the Indian food 
economy. It is a source of affordable and 
tasty food for millions of Indians and a 
major contributor to the country's economic 
development. With rapid urbanization, street 
food hubs have provided easy access to food 
but food safety and hygiene remain a concern 
in these hubs. Keeping this in mind, the Central 
Government has started the 'Food Street 
Project', in which assistance will be given to 
make 100 healthy and clean food streets. The 
Food Street Project aims to promote safe and 
healthy eating among food businesses and 
community members to reduce foodborne 
illness. Union Health and Family Welfare 
Minister Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya reviewed 
the project. National Health Mission (NHM) 
will provide financial assistance in the ratio of 
60:40 or 90:10 of Rs.1 crore per food street as a 
pilot project. The branding of these food streets 
will be done as per the guidelines of FSSAI. 
Financial assistance, safe drinking water, hand 
washing and toilet facilities, tiled floors in 
common areas, proper liquid and solid waste 
disposal, provision of dustbins and signage of 
a permanent nature, common storage space, 
and lighting will be made available for activities 
like exclusive cart, branding etc.
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Rapid development while protecting the 
environment is only possible with everyone's 
help and a holistic plan. The harmony 

maintained by our forefathers with nature is the 
key to the earth's long life. Whatever schemes the 
current central government has implemented over 
the last nine years, there is a desire to protect the 
environment in some way.

Whether it's the Swachh Bharat Mission or Waste 

to Wealth programmes, the AMRUT Mission's 
construction of modern sewage treatment plants in 
cities, a campaign to eliminate single-use plastic, or 
the Namami Gange Abhiyan, the emphasis on One 
Sun, One Grid, Solar Energy, or increased ethanol 
production and blending, India's environmental 
efforts have been multifaceted. India is making this 
effort at a time when the world is concerned about 
climate change, in which India has no say.

Action for Life 
Action for Lifestyle

FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

Life and the environment are inextricably linked. Nature provides man with 
everything he needs to live, so it is everyone's responsibility to focus on 

environmental protection, promotion, and development. World Environment Day 
is observed on June 5 to raise environmental awareness and sensitivity. The 

United Nations General Assembly established Environment Day, the world's largest 
celebration of nature. With Action for Life, the central government has initiated 

numerous special environmental initiatives.

NationEnvironment Day
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वेम शरदः शतम्।। Everyone 
in Indian culture 
wishes for a hundred 
years of healthy life. 

That is why, today, countless 
such inspirational stories full of 
self-respect and self-esteem have 
become a symbol of national 
pride in society as well as in the 
new India, where senior citizens 
are inspiring the next generation 
and the country is on the path to 
building a better society. Many 
other examples demonstrate that 
age is just a number, and that if 
elders are given opportunities, 
their energy is equal to that of 
a youth. To supplement these 
efforts, several schemes for the 
welfare of senior citizens are being 
implemented by various ministries 
of the Central Government.

The Ministry of Social Justice 
and Empowerment runs a separate 
integrated scheme. Although this 
is not a stop, it must be maintained 
because, according to an NGO 
report, the world's senior citizen 
population will be 110 crores by 
2022, or about 14 percent of the 
total population, increasing to 210 
crores by 2050, or about 14 percent 
of the total population. There is a 
possibility of 22%. This population 
will increase to 130 crore in Asia 
alone by 2050. In such a situation, 
India will not remain unaffected. 
India's senior citizen population, 
which is currently 14.9 crore, will 
grow to approximately 35 crore. 
This increase will undoubtedly 
have ramifications for society and 
the economy. As a result, it is the 
government's and stakeholders' 
responsibility to establish 
appropriate priorities for the 
proper care of both present and 
future generations.

With this in mind, the central 

Increase in life expectancy,
Centre's steps helped

80 60
crore beneficiaries 
received free food grains 
with an expenditure of 
over Rs. 3.91 lakh crores

Ayushman BharatPM Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana
crore 
beneficiaries 
got health 
insurance upto 
Rs. 5 lakh

In 9 years 9,224 new 
centers opened. 
Medicines up to 50-90% 

cheaper. Previously on the medicine of the elderly, monthly 1-3 thousand 
rupees was spent. Now Rs.100 medicines are available for 10-20 rupees. More 
than 20,000 crore rupees saved till now.

PM Jan Aushadhi Pariyojana

Jan Dhan

48 crore plus 
accounts 

were opened. Elders 
also joined the bank 
facility and got 
financial security

Pucca houses: More than 3 crore houses have been 
constructed and distributed across the country.

Accessible India Campaign: PM Modi launched the 
Accessible India Campaign on December 3, 2015. In 
this, 11.7 lakh schools, 1630 plus buildings of central 
and state government, 80 airports, and 709 railway 
stations were made accessible.

From independence till the 
launch of the scheme i.e. till 

August 2019 only 3.24 crore households had tap water  
connections, in the subsequent 45 months about 8.75 
crore new connections were added.

Nal - Jal Yojana

10
crore free LPG 
connections were 
given. Now there are 
31.36 crores active 
LPG connections in 
the country.

PM Ujjwala

07
crores Digital 
Jeevan Pramaan 
issued till March 
2023. 

Jeevan Pramaan

Atal Pension

5.13

Common Service Centers
lakh plus centers were opened 
across the country having 
more than 400 government, 
financial, Aadhaar, 
telemedicine, and travel 
booking facilities.

Insurance Plan
Insurance safety net ready. 
More than 34.18 crore 
enrollments in PM Suraksha 
Bima Yojana, and more 
than 16.19 crore people got 
insurance under PM Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana. Payment 
of claims of more than Rs 
15,592 crore, made through 
both insurances.crore people included 

in pension schemes

Reduction in the price of heart stent devices: Along with controlling the 
prices of more than a thousand essential drugs, the government has 
reduced the ceiling price of stents and knee implants. Now the metal stent 
and drug-eluting stent are Rs 10,509 and Rs 38,265 respectively.

पेेंशन 

Cover StorySenior Citizen

More than

5.23

जी
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Be it economic or social, our 
government is working to ensure that 

senior citizens remain self-reliant. 
At the core of our various schemes is 
that the life of senior citizens should 

be simple and easy. For this, Pradhan 
Mantri Vaya Vandana Yojana was 

also started. Under this scheme, 
citizens above 60 years of age get an 
assured return of 8 percent interest 
for 10 years. If the rate falls below 8 

percent, then the government again 
compensates it.

- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

age has wrinkles, do not let them fall on the 
heart." Never let your soul get old. However, 
due to the actions of some close relatives, 
these wrinkles are now appearing on the 
faces of very old people before their time. 
In the coming years, the elderly population 
will rapidly increase. Villages are home to 
approximately 71% of the elderly population. 
The Government of India is implementing 
various schemes and programmes to provide 
a better life to senior citizens with strong social 
and inter-generational bonds in order to make 
their lives happier, empowered, dignified, and 
self-reliant. The Central Government is also 
aware of the need for love, care, medical care, 
and housing for senior citizens.

These schemes include Atal Vayo 
Abhyudaya Yojana, Integrated Programme for 
Senior Citizens, State Action Plan for Senior 
Citizens, Rashtriya Vayoshri Yojana, Livelihood 
and Skill Initiative for Senior Citizens, Senior 

Pradhan Mantri Vaya Vandana 
Yojana was launched on July 

21, 2017. In this, by investing 
Rs 1,62,162 to Rs 15 lakh in a lump sum, any elderly person is entitled to avail 

of monthly, quarterly, half-yearly, or annual pension. The last date to join the 
scheme was March 31, 2023. A fixed interest rate is given in this. In this, the 

maximum monthly pension is Rs 9250. While the quarterly pension is Rs. 27,750, 
the half-yearly pension is Rs. 55,500. And the maximum annual pension is 

Rs.1,11,000. More than 6 lakh elders have invested in this scheme.

PM Vaya Vandana Yojana

Senior Citizens Welfare Fund
n �The Senior Citizens Welfare Fund has been 

set up under the Finance Act, 2015. It is 
used on schemes in line with the National 
Policy on Older Persons. The amount lying 
unclaimed in small savings schemes, 
employee provident funds, insurance 
schemes, and coal mine provident fund 
accounts is transferred to this fund. So far, 
Rs. 316 crore has been spent.

n �During the Covid period, PM Modi, 
in his address to the nation, first 
advised the elderly not to leave 
their homes to keep them safe. Even 
when vaccination started, priority 
was given to the elderly. Not only the 
first dose but also the precautionary 
dose was given to them first.

Priority in vaccination 
during the Covid period

Cover StorySenior Citizen
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government has prioritised senior citizens in 
all campaigns, from relief to vaccination, to 
prevent global epidemics such as COVID.

The key objectives of the schemes are to 
improve the quality of life of older people by 
providing them with basic necessities such as 
shelter, food, medical care, and recreational 
opportunities, as well as to encourage 
creative and active old age through large-
scale capacity building. Elders deserve our 
respect and attention, so elders are treated 
with special care in Indian culture. 

This is also appropriate because their life 
experiences, memories, and perspectives are 
valuable for the lessons that young people can 
learn. And if older people are not encouraged 
to share the skills and knowledge they have 
gained throughout their lives, the entire  
culture suffers. 

In such a scenario, the younger generation 
should be obligated to the older generations 

Earlier, senior citizens had to 
personally go and give proof of being 
alive, but now, making it easier, the 

system of digital life certificates 
has been started. Apart from this, 
the government also provides tax 
incentives to senior citizens. The 

basic limit of income tax exemption 
has been increased to Rs 3 lakh. 

Along with this, the deduction limit on 
interest has also been increased from 

Rs 10,000 earlier to Rs 50,000. That 
is, now no tax is levied on interest 
up to Rs 50,000 received from the 

deposited amount.

- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

Under this program, primary and secondary care 
OPDs, 10-bed wards, physiotherapy, and laboratory 
services have been sanctioned in 713 health districts. 
On the other hand, under the National Senior Citizen 
Health Scheme, 2016, for the third level of services, 
approval was given for Regional Service Centers in 
Medical Colleges of 18 states in which OPD services 
are being provided. While two geriatric care centers 
have been developed in the country, a 200 bedded 
geriatric care and rehabilitation center has been 
approved at PGI Chandigarh.

Railway facilities for senior citizens
The computerized reservation system automatically 
allots lower berths to women who are 45 years of 
age or older. 6-7 seats per coach in sleeper class, 
4-5 in AC 3 tier, and 3-4 lower berths in AC 2 tier 
are reserved for senior citizens, women above 45 
years of age, and pregnant women. A minimum of 7 
seats are reserved in general class coaches of Zonal 
Railways. There is a separate counter for senior 
citizens at the reservation centers.

Monitoring of action plans made for senior citizens up to the ministerial level

At the national level, a mechanism was created to monitor the action plan prepared for senior citizens so that the 
plan, project, or program could be implemented in a time-bound manner. For this, a steering committee, a project 
management committee, and a screening committee have been set up under the chairmanship of the secretary/
additional secretary. The representatives of the Project Monitoring Committee personally carry out the inspection. The 
Minister of Social Justice and Empowerment monitors the annual progress of the Action Plan on Senior Citizens.

National Program for Health Care of the Elderly

Senior CitizenCover Story
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rather than ignoring them.
The United Nations has declared the 2020-

30 decade to be the Decade of Healthy Ageing. 
Countries, societies, international organisations, 
academia, professionals, the media, and 
others are all involved in it. It seeks to provide a 
comfortable ageing environment by removing 
negativity, providing coordinated care for all ages, 
and emphasising long-term care planning. In this 
regard, the Government of India, in collaboration 
with all stakeholders, is taking all possible steps 
today to ensure that senior citizens have a  
good quality of life, their rights are protected,  
and they live in dignity.

Certainly, along with the family, it is the 
responsibility of society and the government to 

care for the elderly. Recognising this sense of 
responsibility, the central government is working 
with sensitivity and caution to ensure that those 
who have spent their entire lives advancing their 
family and country do not face any difficulties. As 
a result, initiatives are being taken to prepare the 
future elderly population by developing a long-term 
action plan. However, the participation of society 
and the family in these central government efforts 
is also important because, while the government 
can provide facilities, it is the responsibility of the 
family and society to emotionally strengthen them. 
In such a scenario, the new generation must pledge 
that, while learning from the old generation, they will 
walk step by step, and only then will a prosperous 
and glorious nation be built.

In fact, it is just a continuous flow of our culture of respect for 
elders—our Indianness. At this stage of life, you want a peaceful, 

healthy life, a life in which there is dignity and respect, where 
you don't have to depend. My government has taken many 

steps for your welfare.- Narendra Modi, Prime Minister 

Cover StorySenior Citizen
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The development of the country is possible only with the development of the states. The 
central government is working with this mantra. Be it a city or a village, it is being connected 
with modern infrastructure. The state of Rajasthan, one of the largest states of the country is 
a significant player in the development journey of the country.  In order to achieve the goal of 
a developed India, Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone and inaugurated 
infrastructure projects worth more than Rs 5500 crore in Nathdwara, Rajasthan on 10 May.

 

New projects at Nathdwara in Rajasthan will 
strengthen the railway and road network. 
This will not only promote movement but 

will also promote trade and commerce. The socio-
economic condition of the people will also improve. 
In the program PM Modi said that it will increase 
the connectivity of Rajasthan. Udaipur, Dungarpur, 
and Banswara will benefit from the six-laning of 
the Udaipur to Shamlaji section of the National 
Highway. On the other hand, the Bilara-Jodhpur 
section of NH-25 will make access to the Jodhpur 
border areas easier.

Due to this travel time between Jaipur-Jodhpur 
will be reduced by three hours, and it will be easier 
to reach world heritage sites like Kumbhalgarh 
and Haldighati. The new railway line from Shri 
Nathdwara will connect Mewar and Marwar, which 
will help in promoting the marble, granite, and 
mining industries. Prime Minister Modi says that 
the Government of India believes in the mantra of 
the development of the nation by the development 
of the state. The pace of development of the 
country is directly related to the development of 
Rajasthan which is the largest state of the country. 

Connectivity will increase with
modern infrastructure, tourist

places will be connected
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Recognising the importance of science and technology and their ongoing need, the 
country has made great strides in the last nine years under Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi's leadership in the fields of innovative technology and research. As a result, India 
now ranks ahead of developed countries in fields such as high technology, research, 
and innovation, where only developed countries previously held a place. The current 

central government is constantly encouraging students and youth at all levels so 
that India can establish a stronger identity on the global stage. Prime Minister Modi 

attended the National Technology Day celebrations in Delhi on May 11.

 

Despite opposition from all of the world's 
major and developed countries, the country's 
then-Prime Minister, Atal Bihari Vajpayee, not 

only created a sense of security among its people, 
but also made every Indian proud by conducting a 
nuclear test in Pokhran on May 11. On the strength 
of science, research, and scientific capability, 
India's global stature has reached new heights. PM 
Modi recalls the words of Atal Vihari Vajpayee, who 
said, "In our mission, we have never stopped. Never 
bow down before any challenge.

The country now has a clear goal for 2047. 

Whether the goal is India's economic development, 
sustainable development, or creating an inclusive 
ecosystem for innovation, technology is critical 
at every stage. National Technology Week 2023's 
theme is School to Startup: Inspiring Young Minds 
to Innovate. The enthusiasm displayed by students 
and youth during the National Technology Day 
programme is also a sign of a new and developing 
India. The young generation of today has new hopes 
and goals. Their zeal, energy, and enthusiasm are 
the new India's strengths.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi believes that as 

National Technology DayNation

India now at par with developed nations
due to new technology and research
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The central government is working in every field to ensure that the country's economy 
grows at a rapid pace. The government believes that in the next 25 years, i.e., Amrit Kaal, 
special emphasis will have to be placed on the development of the country's tier-two and 

three cities; only then will the economy gain traction. In this sequence, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi inaugurated and laid the foundation for various development projects in 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, on May 12. He also participated in Gruh Pravesh by handing over 

keys to thousands of beneficiaries of the PMAY scheme during the programme.

Focus on Tier-2 and Tier-3 cities in Amrit Kaal

The central government is working to 
address future challenges and the country's 
increasing urbanisation. This is why modern 

infrastructure is being built in small cities and towns 
across the country. Using modern technology, 
more than 1,000 houses have been built in Rajkot 
in this sequence. This experiment was carried out 
in six cities across the country as part of the Light 

House project, where technology has aided in the 
construction of affordable and modern housing. 
The government has promised that in the coming 
years, such houses will also be available to the 
poor.

During a programme in Gandhinagar, Prime 
Minister Modi stated that tier-two and tier-three 
cities, in particular, will help the economy during 

Foundation stone and inauguration of projects worth about Rs 4,400 crore in Gandhinagar, Gujarat

Economy will gain traction

Gifts to GujaratNation
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the Amrit Kaal's 25-year duration. In order to meet 
future demands, systems are being upgraded. As 
part of the AMRUT mission, more than 500 cities 
in the country are getting improved basic facilities, 
and 100 cities are getting smart facilities.

Prime Minister Modi stated that the country's 
metro network is being expanded so that people do 
not have to spend as much time travelling from one 
place to another. Metro serves 20 cities across the 
country. In the last nine years, the metro network 
has grown from 250 kilometres prior to 2014 to 
600 kilometres. "Today, twin cities like Ahmedabad 
and Gandhinagar are also connected by trains like 
the Vande Bharat Express," the Prime Minister 
said. The number of electric buses is increasing 
in many Gujarat cities. The government is working 

n �Prime Minister Modi inaugurated and laid the 
foundation stone of development projects worth 
over Rs 2,450 crore in Gandhinagar, Gujarat. 
These include projects of the Urban Development 
Department, the Water Supply Department, the 
Road and Transport Department, and the Mines 
and Minerals Department.

n �The projects inaugurated include multi-rural 
drinking water supply schemes in Banaskantha 
district, an overbridge over the river in 
Ahmedabad, a waste water harvesting network  
at Naroda GIDC, sewer treatment plants at 
Mehsana and Ahmedabad, an auditorium  
at Dahegam, etc.

n �The projects for which foundation stones were 
laid include bulk pipeline projects in Junagadh 
district, augmentation of water supply schemes 
in Gandhinagar district, flyover bridges, new water 
distribution stations, construction of various urban 
roads, etc.

n �Prime Minister Modi also inaugurated and laid 
the foundation stone for PMAY (rural and urban) 
projects. Along with this, about 19 thousand 
houses built under this scheme were also involved 
in the Grih Parvesh programme. He handed over 
the keys to the houses to the beneficiaries of the 
scheme during the programme. The total cost of 
these projects is around Rs. 1950 crore.

The Prime Minister paid a visit to Gandhinagar's 
'Gujarat International Finance Technology City' 
(GIFT City). During the visit, he reviewed the 
progress of various ongoing projects in Gift City. 
He interacted with GIFT-IFSC organisations to learn 
about their future plans and experiences in GIFT 
City. The Prime Minister also paid a visit to the city's 
main infrastructure facilities, which included an 
"underground utility tunnel" and an "automated 
waste collection and segregation plant."

Prime Minister Visits Gift City

Launch of several projects
Handed over the keys to 19,000 houses

NationGifts to Gujarat
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hard to make sure that all of the schemes' benefits 
are available to everyone. When the government 
works for the benefit of all citizens, social justice 
is achieved.

Such government actions go a long way towards 
boosting the confidence of the poor at a time when 
they are least concerned about the necessities of 
life. In the last nine years, approximately four crore 
houses have been given to low-income families. 
70% of these houses are registered in the names 

of women or in joint names. Prime Minister Modi 
stated that the housing being built under PMAY 
is a combination of several schemes. He stated 
that this includes one toilet as part of the Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan, an electricity connection as part of 
the Saubhagya scheme, a free LPG connection as 
part of the Ujjwala scheme, and a tap connection 
as part of the Jal Jeevan Mission. Free treatment 
and rations also serve as a protective shield  
for the poor.

India's education system is changing in the 
21st century, teachers are changing, and 
students are changing as well. In such a case, 
how we move forward in these changing 
circumstances becomes important. PM Modi 
asserts that India is now building new systems 
to meet the needs of the 21st century. This 
is why the new National Education Policy 
was created. For many years, we gave our 
children only book knowledge in the name 
of education in schools. The new National 
Education Policy is replacing that outdated 
system. The National Education Policy is 
founded on practical aspects.

On May 12, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
attended the 29th Biennial All India Education 
Union Convention of the All India Primary 
Teachers Association in Gandhinagar. 
Prime Minister Modi also paid a visit to the 
exhibition on this occasion. The conference's 

theme was "Teacher: the focal point of 
educational change." In the Amrit Kaal of 
independence, when India is moving forward 
with a determination to develop, the role of 
all teachers is critical. "While living in Gujarat, 
I had the experience of working with primary 
teachers to change the entire education 
system of the state," Prime Minister Modi said 
at the convention. My experience working with 
teachers in Gujarat has greatly aided us in 
developing policies and policy frameworks.

Prime Minister Modi said in the programme 
that world leaders hold high regard for Indian 
teachers. He stated that he frequently hears 
this when he meets with foreign dignitaries. 
The Prime Minister recalled how the King of 
Bhutan, King of Saudi Arabia, and the Director 
General of the World Health Organisation 
(WHO) all expressed admiration for their 
Indian teachers.

New National Education Policy transforming the old system

Gifts to GujaratNation
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Any nation's journey reflects the journey of its society. It is a medium to know and see India 
and Gujarat in some ways, with hundreds of years of Kadwa Patidar society's history and 
vision for the future. Despite hundreds of years of foreign invader tyranny, the ancestors 
of this society did not allow their identity or faith to be eroded. On May 11, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi spoke at the 100th anniversary of the Kadwa Patidar community's service, 

which is flying the flag of success all over the world.

Patidar samaj:  A medium to  
understand India and Gujarat

100th Anniversary of Kadwa Patidar Samaj

Today, the Kadwa Patidar community is moving 
forward with their labour and ability, wherever 

they are. The people of this society are present 
in every sector, whether it is timber, plywood, 
hardware, marble, or building materials. Along with 
all of this, this society's respect for its traditions 

has grown from generation to generation, year after 
year.

On the occasion of the 100th anniversary of the 
Kadwa Patidar Samaj, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said, "I am grateful to all of you for including 
me as a member of your family in the Sanatani 
Shatabdi Mahotsav." Sanatan is not just a word; it 
is ever-new and ever-changing. It has an inherent 
desire to better itself from the past and is therefore 
eternal, immortal". Prime Minister Modi emphasised 
his personal connections with those who advanced 
Shri Akhil Bhartiya Kutch Kadwa Patidar Samaj and 
were inspired by Narayan Ramji Limbani. He stated 
that he stays current on the work and campaigns 
of this society. Prime Minister Modi said, "Whether 
it was the difficult phase of the Kutch earthquake 
or the long relief and reconstruction efforts that 
followed, it was the strength of society that always 
gave me a sense of confidence."

Kutch's rejuvenation over the years
Kutch used to be one of the most backward 
districts in the country. Kutch's identity was defined 
by water scarcity, hunger, animal deaths, migration, 
and misery. When an officer was transferred to 
Kutch, it was viewed as a punishment posting, but 
Kutch has since been revitalised. The way work was 
done to solve the water crisis in Kutch and to make 
Kutch the world's most popular tourist destination 
is an excellent example of everyone's efforts. 
Kutch is now one of the country's fastest-growing 
districts. Kutch's connectivity is improving, and 
major industries are establishing themselves there. 
In Kutch, where it was once difficult to imagine 
farming, agricultural products are now exported.

NationKadwa Patidar Samaj
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Every state and city in India has its own distinct cultural heritage. Language, dress, and cuisine 
differ in the Northeast, South, Hilly Region, and Central India. Not only is India presenting this 

diversity in the more than 100 meetings that have taken place during India's G-20 presidency, but 
India is also setting the agenda for the countries involved in this influential group. India is also 
having success in agreeing on priorities. The third meeting of the Development Working Group 

was held in Goa in the first two weeks of May, the second meeting of the Culture Working Group in 
Bhubaneswar, and the third meeting of the Energy Transformation Working Group in Mumbai.

Cultural splendour on display...
India sets the agenda for 

 influential countries

India prioritises SDG achievements
During its G-20 presidency, India has proposed an 
ambitious agenda for the Development Working 
Group. The agenda seeks inclusive and sustainable 
growth while also advancing the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs).  A proposed outcome 
document from the Government of India will be 
included in the Leaders'-level Green Development 
Agreement document, which will include a high-
level principle for data and an action plan to 
accelerate progress on the SDGs. The same 
agreement document will be adopted at the 
leaders' summit in September 2023. Dammu Ravi, 
Secretary (Economic Relations) in the Ministry of 
External Affairs, urged the Development Working 

Group at its third meeting, held from May 8 to 
May 11 in Goa, to work towards and support the 
consensus document.

Nagraj K. Naidu, Joint Secretary in the Ministry 
of External Affairs, and Eenam Gambhir, G-20 Joint 
Secretary, co-chaired the Development Working 
Group meeting. Separate sessions were held to 
finalise the language of outcome documents and 
to discuss data for development on environmental 
lifestyles. During its G-20 presidency, India is 
demonstrating a new path to the rest of the world 
in terms of the economic empowerment of women. 
India's presidency ensures that gender concerns 
are truly addressed, that services are available to 
all women, and that women's social and economic 

G-20 Presidency
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"That place is in a terrible situation. There are 
bombings and shootings going on. Shells are being 
fired from the tank. It's a great feeling to return to 
your homeland after being in such a situation." 
There is a serious situation over there. "The Indian 
Embassy in Sudan did a good job," I said when I 
returned home. "It's great for us. It was excellent 
coordination. India is great." The Indians who were 
rescued from the unstable Sudan and returned 
home are the ones who said these words. Indians 
who returned safely to India from war-torn Sudan 
as part of Operation Kaveri thanked the Central 
Government. "We have been brought here safely," 
says Haider Abbas of Lucknow. We are grateful 

to the Indian Embassy, the Indian Army, and the 
Central Government for their assistance in bringing 
us back to our homeland."

This was not the first time the government 
ensured the safe return of Indians stranded abroad. 
If any Indian, anywhere in the world, has a problem, 
the government acts until it is resolved. Whenever 
Indians were in trouble abroad, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi came forward to help them. Whether 
it is the safe return of over 4,000 Indians during the 
conflict in Yemen, the return of crores of Indians 
stranded abroad during the COVID period, the safe 
return of Indians following the Taliban occupation 
of Afghanistan, or the return of Indians caught up 

Safety of every Indian: 
Government's top priority

OPERATION KAVERI

Like the Kaveri River, which flows uninterrupted to its destination, Operation Kaveri ensured 
the safe return of Indians stranded in crisis-ridden Sudan. The operation to evacuate Indians 

from war-torn Sudan, known as Operation Kaveri, has concluded. Approximately 4000 
Indians were evacuated from Sudan as part of Operation Kaveri.

Operation KaveriWorld
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in the Russia-Ukraine war, the government has 
always demonstrated readiness, as evidenced by 
the successful completion of Operation Kaveri for 
the safe return of Indians stranded in Sudan.

In a tweet on May 5, the Indian Embassy in Saudi 
Arabia stated, "Today, we closed the transit facility 
created at the International Indian School Jeddah 
for those evacuated from Sudan during Operation 
Kaveri." It helped in the evacuation of over 3,500 

people.” It also served as a strong hub for further 
action planning for Sudanese evacuees." During any 
international crisis, India has always acted quickly 
to assist its citizens. During times of crisis, India 
has also provided humanitarian aid to citizens of 
other countries, inspired by its age-old philosophy 
of Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam.

n �The Indian Armed Forces launched Operation Raahat 
in 2015 to evacuate over 4000 Indian nationals and 
foreigners from Yemen.

n �On May 5, 2020, Operation Samudra Setu was 
launched as part of efforts to bring back Indian 
citizens from abroad during the COVID-19 pandemic.

n �On May 7, 2020, India launched one of the world's 
largest evacuation operations, Operation Vande 
Bharat, to bring back its citizens who were stranded 
abroad in the wake of the coronavirus crisis.

n �Under Operation Devi Shakti, hundreds of people from 
Afghan were brought to India in August 2021.

n �Under Operation Ganga, Indian nationals and many 

n �Bringing passengers from various parts of the 
country to Port Sudan under hazardous conditions 
was a difficult task. The flight from Wadi Sayyedna 
was also risky and difficult.

n �People were safely evacuated from Port Sudan to 
Jeddah in Saudi Arabia through 17 Indian Air Force 
flights and 5 Indian Navy ships. 86 citizens were 
evacuated from countries bordering Sudan.

n �Military and commercial flights brought people 
back from Jeddah. S. Jaishankar, Union External 
Affairs Minister, stated that we are grateful to Saudi 

Arabia for hosting them and facilitating this process. 
He also expressed gratitude to Chad, Egypt, France, 
South Sudan, the United Arab Emirates, the United 
Kingdom, and the United States.

n �The spirit, tenacity, and courage displayed by 
everyone involved in Operation Kaveri were 
admirable. During this difficult time, our Embassy in 
Khartoum demonstrated extraordinary dedication. 
Team India's efforts in Saudi Arabia, as well as the 
Foreign Rapid Response Cell coordinating in India, 
were commendable.

Government campaigns 
 for the safe return of Indians

foreign nationals were successfully evacuated 
from Ukraine in February 2022.

Indians evacuated from Sudan under risky conditions

An evacuation operation launched by the 
Government of India with the objective of bringing 
back stranded Indian nationals in Sudan safely. 
Operation Kaveri was launched on April 24, 2023, 
as a rapid response to the crisis in Sudan. A team 
consisting of officials from the Ministry of External 
Affairs, the Indian Air Force, and the Indian Embassy 
in Sudan was deputed to ensure that proper 
procedures were followed for the safe evacuation 
of Indian nationals from Sudan. In the meantime, 
Indian nationals were taken from different parts of 
Sudan to the capital, Khartoum, from where they 
were brought back to India.

India's evacuation operation, 'Operation Kaveri"
















