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PM Modi seeks to quell
concerns on farm laws

e contentious laws approved by
D\E
| .

Parliament in September. The
Jaws essentially change the way
India’s farmers do business by
creating free markets, as
opposed to a network of dec-
ades-old, government-con-
trolled agricultural markets.

Together, the laws allow
businesses to freely trade farm
produce outside the so-called
gnvernmem-comro\led “mandi
system”, permit private traders
to stockpile large quantities of
essential commodities for
future sales, which earlier only
govcmmen(»approved agents
could, and lay down new rules
for contract farming.

Farmers say the reforms
would make them vulnerable to
exploitation by big corpora-
tions, erode their bargaining
power and weaken the govern-
ment’s procurement system,
‘whereby the government buys
staples, such as wheat and rice,
at guaranteed prices.

The Prime Minister cited the
example of a Maharashtra-
based farmer, Jitendra Bhoiji,
who used the new law to
recover money that was owed to

him. After failing to get the
—ntinuied on 14

vIndi i
‘ ato i
offer incentives fol‘ solar modules’
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Mann Ki Baat address
highlights how new

possibilities are being
created for cultivators
and shackles broken

HT Correspondent
Jetters@hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
sought to dispel concerns about
recently enacted farm laws that
he said had opened up new
opportunities for cultivators, in
the backdrop of protests by
farmers in Punjab and Haryana
who have marched to the Capi-
tal.

“New dimensions are being
added to agriculture and its
related activities in India. The
agriculture reforms in the past
few days have also now opened
new doors of possibilities for
our farmers,” Modi said in his
monthly radio broadcast Mann
Ki Baat.

The agriculture reformsin the past few days have alsonow opened
new doors of possibilities for our farmers..These reforms have not
only broken shackles of farmers but have also given new rights and

opportunities for them.
Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

opportunities for them. These
rights started mitigating prob-
Jems that were being faced by
farmers ina short span of time,”
he said.

met with Parliament having
passed the three farm laws after
rigorous brainstorming, Modi

- A4 demands by said.
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would be given for
tion hzf glese produclt‘;ﬁleigguc—
odi said, as per a PTI y

after the successpof Prodlﬁg?);t
Linked Incentives in electronics
mapufa_cturing, “we havedecided
togive similarincentives to high-
eﬂiclen;y solarmodules”. He was
addressing the third edition of RE-
Invegt, an annual renewable en.
€rgy investor meet. FEWITH PTI_

DEMAND FOR domestic solar
cells and modules will grow to
around 36 giga-watt (GW)inthe
next three years, Prime Minister
Narendra Modisaid on Thursday,
underscoring the need for India to
beaglobal manufacturing hub for

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

renewable energy. Incentives

Nirmala Sitharaman & @nsithar...
. Today, @PMOQIndia spoke on boosting
infrastructure for Kashi (his constituency)
and in UP. @narendramodi Ji spoke on
#FarmLaws2020 related matters.

spent for wheat procurement. Post “14 in
Syrs ¥3 lakh Cr (double) were spent.

Piyugh Goyal @ @PiyushGoyal -
Despite COVID, Foreign Direct Investment
doubles year-on-year

Indicating global investors' preference for
India's enabling environment under PM
@NarendraModi ji, FDI increased from
$14.06 billion to $28.1 billion in the
July-September quarter.

before 2014, 1.5 lakh Cr were

PM_Modi hails new agrireforms ! i
amid ongoing farmers’ agitation A#)dl & UKPM diSCUSS joint
efforts to develop Covid vax

PM assured that the govt was c
the govt was committed to farmers’ welfare, even as protests continued for the third day
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Farm laws have given new rights,
opportunities to farmers: PM

OURCORRESPONDENT _ Mann Ki Baat radio pro- parties had pmmisedl to theﬁm,
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recently passed farm reform
Jaws, he said.

“These reforms have not
only freed the farmers from

mitigating the troubles of farm-
ersinashort span of timeas he
cited the example of a Maha-
rashtra farmer who used the
provisions of the new Jaws to _various shackles, but have also
getthemoney promised to him given them new rights and
bya trader. opportunities. In such a short

“Since ages, these demands  span of time, these rights have
of farmers which at one point started reducing the problems
oftime or the other all political of farmers;” he said.

protests by a section of farmers
against new farm laws, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday asserted that these
agriculture reforms have not
only freed peasants from var-
jous shackles but have also
bestowed on them new rights
and opportunities.
‘Addressing his monthly
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