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PM Modi seeks to quell

Mann Ki Baat address
highlights how new
possibilities are being
created for cultivators
and shackles broken

HT Correspondeniik -
Tetters@hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi on Sunday
sought to dispel concerns about
recently enacted farm laws that
he said had opened up new
opportunities for cultivators, in
the backdrop of protests by
farmers in Punjab and Haryana
who have marched to the Capi-
tal. .
“New dimensions are being
added to agriculture and its
related activities in India. The
agriculture reforms in the past
few days have also now opened
new doors of possibilities for
our farmers,” Modi said in his
‘monthly radio broadcast Mann
KiBaat.
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Narendra Modi, Prime Minister

opportunities for Alhcm. These
rights started mitigating prob-
lems that were being [acc_d b):
farmers in a short span of time,

met with Parliament having
passed the three farm laws after
rigorous brainstorming, Modi
said. 3
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contentious laws approved by
Parliament in September. The
Jaws essentially change the way
India’s farmers do business by
creating free markets, as
opposed to a network of dec-
ades-old, government-con-
trolled agricultural markets.
Together, the laws allow
businesses to freely trade farm
produce outside the so‘-ca\leq
governmenl—contmlled “mandi
system”, permit private t_r{adcrs
to stockpile large quantities of
essential commodities for
future sales, which earlier only
govcrnment-approvcd agents
could, and lay down new rules
for contract farming.

Farmers say the reforms
would make them vulnerable to
exploitation by big corpora-
tions, erode their bargaining
power and ‘weaken the govern-
ment’s procurement system,
whereby the government buys
staples, such as wheat and rice,
at guaranteed prices.

The Prime Minister cited the
example of a Maharashtra-
based farmer, Jitendra Bhoiji,
who used the new law to

recover money that was owed to
him. After failing to get the
cantinuiod on->14

 India to offer incentives for solar modules’

ENS ECONOMIC BUREAU
NEW DELHI,NOVEMBER 26

DEMAND FOR domestic solar
cells and modules will grow to
around 36 giga-watt (GW) in the
next three years, Prime Minister
NarendraModi said on Thursday,

Prime Minister Narendra Modi

underscoringtheneedforindiato
beaglobal manufacturing hub for

renewable energy. Incentives

would be given for local produc-
tion of these products, he said,
Modi said, as per a PTT report
after the success of Production
Linked Incentives in electronics
manufacturing, “we have decided
togive similarincentives to high-
efficiency solarmodules”, He was
addressing the third edition of RE-
Invest, an annual renewable en-
ergy investor meet. FEWITHPTI
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PM Modi hails new agri reforms
amid ongoing farmers’ agitation
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Modi & UK py discuss joint

PM assured that the govt was committed to farmers welfare, even as protests continued for the third day
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Farm laws have given new rights,
opportunities to farmers: PM
__ opportumities A

Mann Ki Baat radio pro-

RESPONDENT
0 OUR COMESPOI™ gramme, Modi i the recent

parties had promised to them,
have now been fulfilled. After
iberations, Parliament

NEW DELHI: Amid ongoing
protests by a section of farmers
against new farm laws, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Sunday asserted that these
agriculture reforms have not
only freed peas;nls {rum vlasrl;
jous shackles but have al a "
ights ‘Since ages, these deman
he:lwwegr:\:‘ng‘i:“ new HghS - omers which atane oint
N vessng his monthly ~of timeor thetherall poliical

mitigating the troubles of farm-
ersina short span of time as he
cited the example of a Maha-
rashtra farmer who used the
provisions of the new laws to
getthe money promised to him
byatrader.

lee]
recently passed farm reform
laws,” he said.

“These reforms have not
only freed the farmers from
various shackles, but have also
given them new rights and
opportunities. In such a short
span of time, these rights have
started reducing the problems
of farmers, he said.
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- PM to review vaccine
work at Zydus, Serum and
Bharat Biotech facilities

Ahmedabad,/Pune/ Hyderabad,
November 27

PRIME MINISTER NARENDRA Modi will

visit Pune, Ahmedabad and Hyderabad on

Saturday to review coronavirus vaccine

development work at facilities there, the
Prime Minister’s Office(PMO) said.

“Tomorrow, PM @narendramodi will

3 cityvisi iew  PM
ing  Parki

it the Zydus Biotech
Bharat Biotech in
& Serum it India

process. He will visi Park
inAhmedabad, Bharat Biotech in Hyderabad
&Serum Instituteof Indiain Pune;'the PMIO

tweeted.“As India entersadecisive phaseof ~ date ZyCoV-D was over and it has com-

PM to take stock of vax work in 3 cities

rime Minister Narendra Modi will be flying into

in Pune

and Puneon
to take stock of Covid-19 vaccine development
workat facilities there.

WhileinHyderabad, the PM will visit vaccine
maker Bharat Biotech's facilities, where work on the

of India’s first Covid-19
vaccine, Covaxin, is under way, he will drop in at the facilities of
Zydus Cadilain Ahmedabad, where ZyCoV-Dis und
andthe Serum Institute of India (SI1) facilities in Pune, where the
AstraZeneca-Oxford vaccine will be manufactured.

After visiting Ahmedabad and Pune, Modi will be arriving in
Hyderabad at Hakimpet air force station in the afternoon and will
head straight to the Bharat Biotech facility at Genome Valley.

nment ‘med that Modi will
spendan hour at the plant to understand the vaccine
process and prep: foritsrolloutonce
ready. He will fly back to Delhi around 5.30pm. T~
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