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Modi, UK Foreign Secretary
discuss ‘vaccines hub’ launch

OURBUREAU

NewDelh,December 16

UK Foreign Secretary Dominic
Raab met Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Wednesday and
discussed issues related to the
strategic partnership between
the two countries including the
collaboration on tackling the
Covid-19 virus.

“The Foreign Secretary met
PM Modi to discuss the UK and
India working together as a
force and launching the pion-
eering newvaccines hub,which

new virtual hub to deliver vac-
cines for coronavirus and other
deadly viruses, Raab said. The
new hubwill enable British and
Indian experts to share know-
ledge on clinical trialsand regu-
latory approvals and get vac-
cines to people who need them
mostinasafe and secure way.
India’s Serum Institute is set
to make over a billion doses of
the Covid-19 vaccine developed
by Oxford University and As-
traZeneca. Unlike other vac-
cines, it can be stored at normal

fridge making it

ice for regu-
lation and clinical trials, and
foster innovation. He also vis-
iteda Dc
Oxford:
will be

Ex|
UK will

Dhordo (Kutch):

easier and cheaper to produce
andkeepand distributearound
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‘Farmers’ Interest Top Priority, New Laws Brought In

Times News Network [ 3

As the ‘

Govt clears 3,500 cr aid
for sugarcane farmers

Move to benefit 5 crore farmers, 5 lakh workers i

DC CORRESPONDENT o s
THIS SUBSIDY aims at covering expenses on marketing

NEW DELHI, DEC. 16 includi
costs including handling, upgradin i
ndling, 19 and other proces:
costs and costs of nternationa and internal trgnsnnrls.mg five crore
5,00,

3,500 farmers.

‘The dues will be directly
credited to their accounts
on behalf of sugar mills
against the cane price dues,
and the subsequent bal-
ance, if any, will be credited

the sugarcane farmers.
The CCEA has approved
the subsidy at the rate of 26 213,
per kg for the current year,
much’ lower than abor

dues to sugar i marketing year kee :

B i o e e T Mo OO, oy s s o
meeting, inf - tional prices

Doy mormation and  cane fo the sugar mills, _According to official diing, upgradine g chin:
g g gef sources, the government
Cabines ogadekar said the - thelr dues from the sugar Will incur abou;. sacns b sts and costs

mill owners as they have
surplus sugar stock. To
address this concern, the

23,500 crore on exports of government has facilitated  ers'
tha avaenation i

tillers,
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the cattle breeders to do their
business. “Dairy industry ac-
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Modi to attend AMU
centenary celebration
ALIGARH: Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will be the
chief guest at the centenary
celebrations of the Aligarh
Muslim University (AMU) on
December 22, officials said.
He will attend the function
via video conference along
with Union education
minister Ramesh Pokhriyal.
AMU vice chancellor Tariq
Mansoor thanked the PM for
accepting the invitation.
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Prasun Sonwalkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

LONDON: Prime Minister Boris
Johnson has accepted India’s
invitation to be the chief guest at
Republic Day ‘brations on
January 26 — the second UK
prime minister to attend the
eventafter John Major in 1993 —
and has asked India to join the
G7 summit to be hosted by the
UK nextyear.

10 Downi

Street announced

travel to India in January 2021 to
strengthen a key strategic rela-
tionship which supports jobs

nd investment across the UK as

his first major bilateral
e taking affice and the

side South Korea and Australia,
as part of his ambition to work
with a group of like-minded

interests and tackle common
challenges.

An official spokesperson said
the trip will kick off a significant
year for Global Britain, when the
UK will host both the G7 leaders’

the United Nations
climate change conference. It
will also host a global education
conference aimed at getting girls
into school, and an event to
mark the first meeting of the UN
General lyin London in

46.

“The Prime Minister will use
his visit to India to boost our
coaneration in arpac that matter

ated and

farmers’ agitation against
the new central farm laws
el]tererl Day-20 with no signs
of the deadlock getting re-
solved, PM Narendra Modi
on Tgesday accused the op-
position of “misleading”
them and said that the same
political parties that have
now united to “confuse” the
peasants were in favour of
ushering in these reforms
when they were in power.
“There is a big conspir-
acy by opposition parties to
provoke and mislead farm-
ersand try toscare them that*
thenew farm laws will result
mfheirlandbeingusurpedJ
reiterate that our govern-
ment is ready 24-hours to
clear all their doubts and
conce“rns," Modi said at

N

park, a desalination plant
andamilk processing plant.

The PMreiterated that the
demand for farm reforms was
being voiced for years and
sgveral peasant = organisa-
tions had been demanding.
tha_t they get an option to sell
their grains anywhere as per
their choice. “The same ar-

PM Narendra Modi meets people from al

all walks of life in Kutc‘n on Tuesday

and could not ushef in the re-
f9rms. But today the opposi-
tion has united to mislead the
farmers,” he said. “Does the
dan’yowneroonu'acdngmilk
purchase from you, ever take
away your cattle? Does the
person selling vegetables or
fruits usurp land or property

of thaeallaro?

counts for 25% of India’s total
agriculture sector produce in
valuetermsand itisabout Rsg
lakh crores. This much more
than the contribution of cere-
als and pulses,” he said. “To-
day the country is asking why
the small and marginal farm-
ers cannot be given simil.
ﬁeedom."hesaigl. &
Stating that the new farm
laws have been brought in
with “honest intention”, Mo-
diexuded confidence that the
farmers will defeat all those
elements who are trying to
mi islead them and playingpol-
itics by using them asa tool,
“From the very first day in
the office, farmers’ interests
have been the top priority of
thegovernment. We have been
constantly striving to see how
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